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BOOK  V. 

CONTAINING    THE     INTERVAL    OF     NEARLY    SIX     MONTHS. 

FROM  THE  COMING  OF  TITUS  TO  BESIEGE  JERUSALEM, 
TO  THE  GREAT  EXTREMITY  TO  WHICH  THE  JEWS  WERE 
REDUCED. 

CHAP.  I. 

Concerning  the  Factions  at  Jerusalem ;  and  the  terrible 
Miseries  that  afflicted  the  City  owing  to  them. 

§1- 

WHEN  Titus  had  marched  over  the  desert  which  lies 
between  Egypt  and  Syria  in  the  forementioned 
manner,  he  arrived  at  Csesarea,  having  resolved  to  con- 
centrate his  forces  there,  before  he  began  the  war.  Now 
while  he  was  assisting  his  father  at  Alexandria  to  get  firmly 
settled  in  the  empire  which  had  been  newly  conferred  upon 
him  by  God,  it  so  happened  that  the  ci^dl  strife  at  Jeru- 
salem revived,  and  formed  three  factions,  and  each  faction 
fought  against  the  others,  which  in  such  evil  cases  may 
be  said  to  be  a  good  thing  and  the  result  of  justice.  Now 
the  attack  the  Zealots  made  upon  the  people,  which  was 
the  cause  of  the  city's  destmction,  has  been  set  forth  already 
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iu  an  accurate  manner,  as  also  whence  it  arose,  and  what  a 
lieight  of  mischief  it  grew  to.  But  for  the  present  sedition, 
one  would  not  be  wrong  if  one  called  it  a  sedition  begot- 
ten by  another  sedition,  and  like  a  wild  beast  grown  mad, 
which,  for  want  of  food  from  without,  fell  at  last  to  eating 
its  own  flesh. 

§  2.  For  Eleazar,  the  son  of  Simon,  who  first  separated 
the  Zealots  from  the  people,  and  made  them  retire  into  the 
temj^le,  appeared  very  angry  at  John's  daily  outrages 
upon  the  people  (for  he  never  left  off  murdering),  but 
the  truth  was  that  he  could  not  bear  to  submit  to  a  tyrant 
who  was  later  in  point  of  time  than  himself.  So  t3eing 
desirous  of  gaining  the  entire  power  and  dominion  for  him- 
seK,  he  severed  his  connection  with  John,  and  formed  a  party 
consisting  of  Judas  the  son  of  Chelcias,  and  Simon  the  son 
of  Ezron,  who  were  influential  persons,  and  Ezekias  the 
son  of  Chobari,  a  person  of  eminence.  Each  of  these  were 
accompanied  by  a  great  many  of  the  Zealots,  and  they  seized 
upon  the  inner  court  of  the  temple,  and  placed  their  arms 
over  the  holy  gates  and  upon  the  sacred  fronts.  And  as 
they  had  plenty  of  provisions  they  were  of  good  courage 
(for  there  was  a  great  abundance  of  what  was  consecrated 
to  sacred  uses  for  such  as  scrupled  not  to  make  use  of 
them),  but  they  were  afraid  on  account  of  their  small 
numbers,  and  when  they  had  laid  up  their  arms  there,  they 
did  not  stir  from  the  spot.  As  to  John,  whatever  advantage 
he  had  over  Eleazar  in  the  number  of  his  followers,  he  had 
as  much  disadvantage  in  the  situation  he  was  in ;  for  as  he 
had  his  enemies  over  his  head,  he  could  not  make  any  assault 
upon  them  without  loss,  yet  his  anger  was  too  great  to  let 
him  be  at  rest.  And  although  he  suffered  more  mischief 
from  Eleazar  and  his  party  than  he  could  inflict  upon 
them,  yet  he  would  not  leave  off  assaulting  them,  so  that 
there  were  continual  sallies  and  hurling  of  missiles  against 
one  another,  and  the  temple  was  defiled  everywhere  with 
slaughter. 

§  3.  And  now  Simon,  the  son  of  Gioras,  whom  the  people 
had  invited  in,  hoping  for  his  assistance  in  the  great  dis- 
tresses they  were  in,  but  finding  a  tyrant,  having  in  his 
power  the  upper  city  and  a  great  part  of  the  lower, 
made  more  effective  assaults  upon  John  and  his  party. 
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because  they  too  were  fought  against  from  above.  For 
he  was  beneath  them  when  he  attacked  them,  as  they  were 
beneath  those  above  them.  And  John,  being  fought 
against  on  both  sides,  did  easily  both  receive  and  inflict 
great  damage,  and  the  same  advantage  that  Eleazar  and 
his  party  had  over  him,  since  he  was  beneath  them,  had 
he  by  his  higher  situation  over  Simon,  so  that  he  easily 
repelled  the  attacks  that  were  made  from  below  by  weapons 
thrown  by  the  hand  only ;  but  was  obliged  to  repel  those 
that  threw  their  darts  from  the  temple  above  him  by  his 
engines  of  war  :  for  he  had  many  engines  which  threw 
darts  and  javelins  and  stones,  and  that  in  no  small  num- 
ber, by  which  he  not  only  kept  off  such  as  fought  against 
him,  but  slew  moreover  many  of  the  priests  who  were 
engaged  in  their  sacred  ministrations.  For  although  these 
men  were  mad  with  all  sorts  of  impiety,  yet  did  they  still 
admit  those  that  desired  to  offer  their  sacrifices,  although 
they  took  care  to  search  the  people  of  their  own  country, 
and  both  suspected  and  watched  them,  while  they  were 
not  so  much  afraid  of  strangers,  who,  although  at  their 
entrance  they  pleaded  earnestly  against  their  cruelty,  were 
yet  often  destroyed  incidentally  by  the  sedition.  For  those 
darts  that  were  thrown  by  the  engines  flew  over  with  such 
force  that  they  reached  as  far  as  the  altar  and  sanctuary 
itself,  and  fell  upon  the  priests  and  those  that  were  engaged 
in  the  sacred  offices,  insomuch,  that  many  persons  who  came 
there  with  great  zeal  from  the  ends  of  the  earth,  to  offer 
sacrifices  at  this  famous  place  which  was  esteemed  holy  by 
all  mankind,  fell  down  themselves  before  their  own  sacri- 
fices, and  sprinkled  the  altar  which  was  venerated  by  all 
men,  both  Greeks  and  Barbarians,  with  their  own  blood. 
And  the  dead  bodies  of  strangers  were  mixed  with  those  of 
their  own  countrymen,  and  the  corpses  of  profane  persons 
with  those  of  the  priests,  and  the  blood  of  all  sorts  of  dead 
carcases  made  quite  a  lake  in  the  holy  precincts.  Most 
wretched  city,  what  misery  equal  to  this  didst  thou  suffer 
from  the  Eomaus,  when  they  came  to  purify  thee  irom  thy 
civil  strife  ?  For  thou  couldst  no  longer  be  a  place  fit  for 
God,  nor  couldst  thou  longer  continue  in  being,  after  thou 
hadst  been  a  sepulchre  for  the  bodies  of  thy  own  people, 
and  hadst  made  the  sanctuarv  itself  a  Inirying-place  in  this 
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civil  war  of  thiue.  Yet  mayst  thou  again  grow  better,  if 
ever  thou  dost  appease  the  anger  of  God  who  is  the  author 
of  thy  destruction.  But  I  must  restrain  my  emotion  by 
the  rules  of  history,  since  this  is  not  the  time  for  domestic 
lamentations,  but  for  historical  narrative.  I  therefore  re- 
turn to  the  events  that  followed  in  this  sedition. 

§  4.  For  now  there  were  three  different  sets  of  plotters 
in  the  city.  Eleazar  and  his  party,  who  guarded  the  sacred 
tirst-fruits,  came  against  John  in  their  cups,  and  those  that 
were  with  John  plundered  the  populace,  and  were  excited 
against  Simon,  who  had  his  supply  of  provisions  from  the 
city  contrary  to  the  interests  of  the  rival  factions.  When, 
therefore,  John  was  assaulted  on  both  sides,  he  made  his 
men  turn  about,  and  threw  his  darts  from  the  porticoes 
upon  those  from  the  city  that  came  up  against  him,  while 
he  repelled  by  his  engines  of  war  those  that  attacked  him 
from  the  temple.  And  if  at  any  time  he  was  free  from 
those  that  were  above  him  (which  happened  frequently 
from  their  being  drunk  and  tired),  he  sallied  out  the  more 
securely  with  a  large  force  upon  Simon  and  his  party.  And 
whatever  parts  of  the  city  he  came  to,  he  set  on  fire  those 
houses  that  were  full  of  corn  and  all  other  kinds  of  neces- 
saries. The  same  thing  was  done  by  Simon,  who  upon 
John's  retreat  attacked  the  city  also ;  as  if  they  had  done 
so  on  purpose  to  serve  the  Romans,  by  destroying  what  the 
city  had  laid  up  against  the  siege,  and  by  thus  cutting  off 
the  sinews  of  their  own  strength.  Accordingly,  it  so  came 
to  pass,  that  all  the  places  round  the  temple  were  burnt 
do^Ti,  and  the  city  became  half  desert  and  half  camp,  and 
almost  all  the  corn  was  burnt,  which  would  have  sufficed 
them  for  a  siege  of  many  years.  So  they  were  captured 
eventually  owing  to  famine,  which  it  was  almost  impossible 
they  would  have  been,  imless  they  had  thus  paved  the  way 
for  it  for  themselves. 

§  5.  And  now  that  the  city  was  infested  on  all  sides  by 
plotters  and  rabble,  the  people  of  the  city,  between  them, 
were  like  a  great  body  being  torn  to  pieces.  And  the 
aged  men  and  the  women  were  in  such  distress  in  conse- 
quence of  their  internal  calamities,  that  they  prayed  for 
the  coming  of  the  Eomans,  and  earnestly  hoped  for  an  ex- 
ternal  war  to   free   them  from   their  domestic   miseries. 
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The  citizens  themselves  were  iu  terrible  cousteriiatioii  and 
fear,  nor  had  they  any  opportunity  of  taking  counsel  and 
changing  their  conduct,  nor  was  there  any  hope  of  coming 
to  an  agreement  with  their  enemies,  nor  could  such  as 
wished  flee  away.     For  guards  were  set  at  all  places,  and 
the  chiefs  of  the  robbers,  although  they  were  at  rivalry 
with  one  another  in  other  respects,  yet  agreed  in  killing  as 
their  common  enemies  those  that  were  for  peace  with  the 
Eomans,  or  were  suspected  of  an  inclination  to  desert, 
though  they  agreed  in  nothing  but  this,  to  kill  those  that 
deserved  to  be  safe.     The  shouts  also  of  those  who  were 
fighting  were  incessant  both  by  day  and  night,  but  the  con- 
tinual lamentations  of   those   that   mourned   were   more 
dreadful  still.     And  their  calamities  gave  perpetual  cause 
for  lamentations,   although   the   deep  consternation  they 
were  in  prevented  their  outward  wailing ;  for  being  con- 
strained by  their  fear  to  conceal  their  inward  passions, 
they  were  inwardly  tormented,  without    daring  to   open 
their  lips  in  groans.     Nor  was  any  regard  paid  by  their 
relations  to  those  who  were  still  alive,  nor  was  any  care 
taken  for  the  burial  of  those  who  were  dead ;  the  reason 
for  both  was  that  every  one  despaired  about  himseK.    For 
those  who  were  not  among  the  seditious  had  no  great  de- 
sires for  any  thing,  expecting  for  cei'tain  that  they  would 
very  soon  be  killed ;  and  the  seditious  fought  against  each 
other,  and  trod  upon  the  dead  bodies  as  they  lay  heaped 
one  upon  another,  and  taking  up  a  mad  rage  from  the 
dead  bodies  that  were  under  their  feet,  became  the  fiercer ; 
and  were  still  inventing  something  or  other  that  was  per- 
nicious against  one  another,  and  when  they  had  resolved 
upon   any   thing,    they  executed   it   without   mercy,  and 
omitted  no  kind  of   outrage   or   barbarity.      Nay,  John 
wickedly  employed  the  sacred  timber  in  the  construction 
of  his  engines  of  war.     For  the  people  and  the  high  priests 
had  formerly  determined  to  underprop  the  temple,   and 
raise  the  sanctuary  twenty  cubits  higher,  for  king  Agrippa 
had  at  very  great   expense,  and  with  very  great  pains, 
brought  from  Mount  Libanus  ^  such  timber  as  was  adapted 
for  that  purpose,  being  wood  well  Avorth  seeing  both  for 

'  Mount  Lebanon. 
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for  straightness  and  size.  But  as  the  war  interruj^ted  this 
work,  John  had  them  cut,  and  built  towers  with  them, 
finding  them  long  enough  to  oppose  from  them  his  adver- 
saries that  fought  from  the  temple  above  him.  He  also 
had  them  brought  and  placed  behind  the  inner  court  op- 
posite the  west  end  of  the  cloister,  where  alone  he  could 
place  them,  for  the  other  sides  were  for  a  long  way  occupied 
by  steps. 

§  6.  Now  John  hoped  to  be  too  much  for  his  enemies 
by  these  engines  constructed  by  impiety,  but  God  made 
his  labour  vain  by  bringing  the  Eonians  upon  him  before 
he  had  reared  any  of  his  towers.  For  Titus,  when  he  had 
concentrated  part  of  his  force,  and  had  ordered  the  rest  to 
meet  him  at  Jei-usalem,  marched  from  Csesarea.  There 
were  the  three  legions  that  had  accompanied  his  father 
when  he  laid  Judaea  waste,  and  also  the  twelfth  legion 
which  had  been  formerly  beaten  with  Cestius ;  which 
legion,  on  other  occasions  remarkable  for  its  valour,  now 
marched  with  greater  zeal  to  avenge  itself  on  the  Jews  for 
what  it  had  formerly  suffered  at  their  hands.  Of  these 
legions  he  ordered  the  fifth  to  march  by  Emmaus  ^  to  meet 
him,  and  the  tenth  to  march  by  Jericho ;  "^  and  himself  set 
out  with  the  rest,  among  whom  were  all  those  numerous 
auxiliaries  that  came  from  the  kings,  and  a  considerable 
number  that  came  to  his  assistance  from  Syria.  The  gaps 
also  made  in  these  four  legions  by  the  picked  men  who  were 
sent  by  Vespasian  with  Mucianus  to  Italy  were  filled  up  by 
the  soldiers  that  came  with  Titus.  These  were  two  thousand 
men,  chosen  out  of  the  army  of  Alexandria,  and  three 
thousand  also  followed  him  of  those  that  guarded  the  river 
Euphrates,  as  also  Tiberius  Alexander,  who  was  a  most 
valuable  friend  of  his  both  for  his  good- will  to  him  and 
for  his  intelligence.  He  had  formerly  had  the  manage- 
ment of  Egypt,  but  was  now  thought  worthy  to  be  general 
of  the  army,  as  he  had  been  the  first  who  had  welcomed 
the  new  emperor,^  and  had  joined  himself  to  him  with  great 
fidelity,  when  things  were  uncertain,  and  fortune  had  not 

'   'Amivas,  near  the  foot  of  the  mountains,  to  the  left  of  the  road  from 
Jaffa  to  Jerusalem.     Jewish  Wai',  i.  U,  §  2. 
^  cr-Rlha. 
^  Vespasian. 
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yet  declared  for  him.  He  now  accompanied  Titus  as  a 
counsellor  in  the  emergencies  of  war,  a  position  for  which 
he  was  well  qualified  both  from  his  age  and  experience. 


CHAP.  II. 

Hoiv  Titus  marched  to  Jerusalem,  and  how  he  was  in  Danger, 
as  he  was  making  a  Reconnaissance  of  the  City.  Of  the 
place  also  where  he  pitched  his  Camp. 

§1- 

NOW  as  Titus  advanced  into  the  enemy's  country,  the 
auxiliaries  that  were  sent  by  the  kings  marched  first, 
and  all  the  other  auxiliaries  with  them,  after  whom  fol- 
lowed those  who  were  to  make  the  roads  and  measure  out 
the  camp ;  then  came  the  commanders'  baggage,  and  after 
that  the  soldiers  completely  armed  to  guard  it,  and  then 
came  Titus  himself,  having  with  him  another  select  body 
and  the  pikemen ;  and  behind  him  the  cavalry  belonging 
to  the  legion.  All  these  marched  before  the  engines,  and 
after  them  the  tribunes  and  leaders  of  the  cohorts  with 
picked  men ;  and  after  them  the  standards  with  the  eagle, 
and  before  the  standards  the  tiTimpeters  belonging  to 
them ;  next  to  these  came  the  main  body  of  the  army, 
every  legion  being  six  deep ;  and  the  servants  belonging 
to  every  legion  came  after  these  ;  and  before  these  last  the 
baggage ;  the  mercenaries  came  last,  and  those  that 
guarded  them  brought  up  the  rear.  Now  Titus,  according 
to  the  Roman  usage,  went  in  the  front  of  the  army  in 
order,  and  marched  through  Samaria  to  Gophna,^  a  city 
that  had  been  fonnerly  taken  by  his  father,  and  was  now 
gaiTisoned  by  Eoman  soldiers.  And  when  he  had  lodged 
there  one  night,  he  marched  on  in  the  morning ;  and  when 
he  had  gone  a  day's  march,  he  pitched  his  camp  in  the 
valley  which  the  Jews,  in  their  own  tongue,  call  the  Valley 
of  Thorns,^  near  a  certain  village  called  Gabath-saul' 
(which  signifies  the  hill  of  Saul),  about  thirty  furlongs 

^  Jifna.     Jewish  War,  i.  11,  §  2. 

^  Probably  a  branch  of  Wddy  Suuxinit. 

3  Either  Tell  el-FCd  or  JeVa. 
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from  Jerusalem.  From  thence  lie  took  with  him  six  hundred 
picked  horsemen,  and  went  to  make  a  reconnaissance  of  the 
city,  to  gauge  its  strength  and  the  courage  of  the  Jews, 
and  to  see  whether,  when  they  saw  him,  before  a  battle 
came  off,  they  would  be  frightened  and  submit ;  for  he  had 
been  informed,  as  was  really  true,  that  the  x>eople  who  had 
fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  seditious  and  the  robbers  were 
greatly  desirous  of  peace,  but  being  too  weak  to  rise  against 
the  rest  remained  still. 

§  2.  Now,  so  long  as  he  rode  along  the  straight  road 
which  led  to  the  wall  of  the  city,  nobody  appeared  in  front 
of  the  gates ;  but  when  he  left  the  road,  and  turned 
aside  towards  the  tower  Psephinus,^  and  made  his  troop 
of  horse  file  off,  an  immense  number  of  Jews  sallied  forth 
suddenly  at  the  towers  called  the  Women's  Towers, 
through  the  gate  which  was  oj^posite  the  tomb  of  queen 
Helena,"  and  broke  through  his  horse,  and,  standing 
directly  opposite  those  that  still  rode  along  the  road,  hin- 
dered them  from  joining  those  who  had  turned  aside  from 
it,  and  cut  off  Titus  and  a  few  others.  Now  it  was  impos- 
sible here  for  him  to  go  forward  (because  all  the  place  had 
trenches  dug  from  the  wall  for  the  gardens  round  about, 
and  was  full  of  walls  at  right  angles  and  many  hedges), 
and  he  saw  it  was  also  impossible  to  return  back  to  his 
own  men,  because  of  the  multitude  of  the  enemies  that  lay 
between,  and  most  of  his  men  did  not  so  much  as  know 
that  the  prince  was  in  any  danger,  but  suj^posed  him  still 
among  them,  and  continued  their  flight.  And  he  perceived 
that  his  preservation  would  be  wholly  owing  to  his  own 
courage,  and  turned  his  horse  round,  and  cried  out  aloud  to 
those  that  were  about  him  to  follow  him,  and  charged  into 
the  midst  of  his  enemies,  endeavouring  to  force  his  way 
through  them  to  his  own  men.  And  hence  we  may  principally 
learn,  that  both  the  turning-points  in  wars  and  the  dangers 
of  princes  are  in  the  hand  of  God.  For  though  such 
a  number  of  darts  were  thrown  at  Titus,  when  he  had 
neither  his  helmet  on  nor  his  breast-plate  (for,  as  I  told 
you,  he  went  out  not  to  fight,  but  to  make  a  reconnais- 
sance), none  of  them  touched  his  body,  but  merely  whizzed 

^  At  the  north -west  angle  of  the  Third  Wall. 
^  The  '  Tombs  of  the  Kings,'  north  of  Jerusalem. 
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past  without  hurting  him,  as  if  all  of  them  missed  him  on 
purpose.  And  he  perpetually  kept  off  with  his  sword 
those  that  came  on  his  side,  and  overturned  many  of  those 
that  met  him  face  to  face,  and  made  his  horse  ride  over 
those  that  were  overthrown.  The  enemy  indeed  made  a 
great  shout  at  the  boldness  of  Titus,  and  urged  one 
another  on  to  rush  upon  him,  but  those  against  whom  he 
rode  fled,  and  disi)ersed  pell-mell ;  while  those  that  were 
in  the  same  danger  with  him  kept  \\\)  close  to  him,  though 
they  were  wounded  both  on  their  backs  and  on  their 
sides ;  for  they  had  each  of  them  but  one  hope  of  safety, 
namely  to  assist  Titus  in  opening  a  way  before  he  was 
surrounded  by  his  enemies.  Now  there  were  two  of  these 
at  some  distance  from  him,  one  of  whom  the  enemy 
surrounded  and  slew  with  their  darts,  and  his  horse 
also,  and  slew  the  other  as  he  leaped  down  from  his  horse, 
and  carried  off  his  horse  with  them.  But  Titus  escaped 
with  the  rest,  and  got  back  safe  to  his  camp.  This 
success  of  the  Jews  in  their  first  encounter  with  the 
Eomans  elated  their  minds,  and  gave  them  an  ill-grounded 
hope,  and  this  transient  inclination  of  fortune  on  their 
side  made  them  very  confident  as  to  the  future. 

§  3.  As  the  legion  from  Emmaus'  joined  him  at 
night,  Titus  removed  thence  when  it  was  day,  and  ad- 
vanced to  the  place  called  Scopos  ; "  from  whence  the  city 
could  well  be  descried,  and  the  S2:)lendour  and  size  of  the 
temple,  as  the  place,  joining  the  north  cpiarter  of  the  city, 
was  a  plain,  and  very  truly  called  Scopos.^  And  as  he 
was  then  seven  furlongs  from  the  city,  Titus  ordered  a 
camp  to  be  constructed  for  two  of  the  legions  to  be  there 
together,  and  ordered  another  camp  to  be  constinicted  three 
furlongs  behind  for  the  fifth  legion ;  for  he  thought  that 
they  might  be  tired  by  their  night  march,  and  deserved  being 
protected  from  the  enemy,  and  so  would  with  less  fear  con- 
struct their  camp.  And  as  they  were  just  beginning  to  do  so, 
the  tenth  legion  had  already  arrived  which  came  through 

^  ^Amwds. 

-  el-Mcsharif,  on  the  road  leading  from  Jerusalem  to  Ndblui ;  the 
point  at  which  Jerusalem  and  the  Temple  site  are  first  seen  by  a 
traveller  from  the  north. 

^  Fair-view. 
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Jericho,  where  a  certain  party  of  armed  men  had  formerly 
lain  to  guard  the  pass  which  had  been  occupied  before  by 
Vespasian.  These  troops  had  orders  to  encamp  six  fur- 
longs from  Jerusalem,  at  the  mount  called  the  Mount  of 
Olives,  which  lies  opposite  the  city  on  the  east  side,  and  is 
parted  from  it  by  a  deep  ravine  lying  between  called  Cedron. 
§  4t.  Now,  although  hitherto  the  several  parties  in  the 
city  had  been  contending  with  one  another  perpetually, 
this  foreign  war  now  suddenly  coming  upon  them  in  full 
stream  put  the  first  stop  to  their  mutual  strife,  and,  as  the 
seditious  now  saw  with  alarm  the  Romans  pitching  three 
different  camps,  they  began  to  think  of  an  evil  sort  of  con- 
cord, and  said  to  one  another,  "  What  are  we  thinking  of 
to  suffer  three  fortified  camps  to  be  built  to  cooj)  us  in,  so 
that  we  shall  not  be  able  to  breathe  freely  ?  for  while  the 
enemy  is  securely  fortifying  himself  in  opposition  to  us, 
we  sit  still  within  our  own  walls,  and  become  spectators 
only  of  their  fine  and  excellent  works,  with  our  hands  idle 
and  our  armour  laid  by.  We  are,  it  seems  (so  did  they 
cry  out),  only  courageous  against  ourselves,  while  the 
Romans  are  likely  to  gain  the  city  without  bloodshed  owing 
to  our  factions."  Thus  did  they  encourage  one  another  when 
they  were  got  together,  and  seized  their  armour  imme- 
diately, and  sallied  out  upon  the  tenth  legion,  and  rushed 
through  the  ravine,  and  fell  upon  the  Romans  with  a  pro- 
digious shout,  as  they  were  fortifying  their  camp.  And  as 
the  Romans  were  in  different  parties  at  their  work,  and  so 
had  mostly  laid  aside  their  arms  (for  they  thought  the 
Jews  would  not  have  ventured  to  make  a  sally  upon  them, 
and  even  had  they  been  disposed  to  do  so  they  supposed 
their  sedition  would  have  absorbed  their  attention),  they 
were  thrown  into  disorder  unexpectedly,  and  some  of  them 
left  the  work  they  were  about,  and  immediately  retired, 
while  many  ran  to  their  arms,  but  were  struck  and  slain 
before  they  could  turn  round  on  the  enemy.  The  Jews 
also  flocked  up  perpetually  in  greater  numbers,  being  en- 
couraged by  the  good  success  of  those  who  first  made  the 
attack,  and  as  they  had  such  good  fortune,  seemed  both 
to  themselves  and  the  enemy  to  be  more  numerous  than 
they  really  were.  The  disorderly  way  of  their  fighting 
also  at  first  threw  the  Romans  into  disorder,  as  they  had 
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been  constautly  used  to  fi^lit  in  good  order,  and  keepinij; 
their  ranks,  and  obeying  the  orders  given  them.  So  the 
Romans  were  now  taken  at  disadvantage,  and  gave  way 
to  the  assaults  made  upon  them ;  and  although  when- 
ever those  that  were  overtaken  turned  round  upon  the 
Jews,  they  checked  them  in  their  course,  and  wounded 
them,  as  they  were  less  on  their  guard  owing  to  their  im- 
petuosity ;  yet  as  more  and  more  Jews  sallied  out  of  the 
city,  the  Romans  were  at  last  thrown  into  more  and  more 
disorder,  and  repulsed  from  their  camp.  Nay,  things 
looked  as  though  the  entire  legion  would  have  been  in 
danger,  had  not  Titus  been  informed  of  the  case  they 
were  in,  and  sent  them  succours  immediately.  So  he 
reproached  them  for  their  cowardice,  and  turned  back  those 
that  were  running  away,  and  fell  himself  uj^on  the  flank 
of  the  Jews  with  those  picked  troops  that  came  with  him, 
and  slew  a  considerable  number,  and  wounded  more  of 
them,  and  put  them  all  to  flight,  and  pushed  them  down 
the  ravine.  Now  these  Jews  suffered  greatly  in  the  de- 
clivity, but  when  they  were  got  through  it,  they  turned  about 
and  faced  the  Romans,  and  there  fought  them  with  the 
ravine  between  them.  Thus  did  they  continue  the  fight 
till  noon ;  but  when  it  was  already  a  little  after  noon, 
Titus  set  those  that  had  come  to  the  rescue  with  him, 
and  those  that  belonged  to  the  cohorts,  in  battle-array 
against  the  Jews  who  sallied  out,  and  then  sent  the  rest  of 
the  legion  to  the  mountain-ridge  to  fortify  their  camp. 

§  5.  This  move  of  the  Romans  seemed  to  the  Jews  flight, 
and  when  the  watchman  who  was  placed  upon  the  wall 
gave  a  signal  by  shaking  his  garment,  a  fresh  swarm  of 
Jews  sallied  forth  with  such  impetuosity,  that  one  might 
compare  it  to  the  running  of  the  most  savage  wild 
beasts.  Indeed  none  of  those  that  were  drawn  up  in 
battle-array  against  them  could  stand  their  attack,  but,  as 
if  they  had  been  hurled  from  an  engine,  they  broke  the 
enemies'  ranks,  who  were  put  to  flight  and  fled  to  the 
mountain;  none  but  Titus  himself,  and  a  few  others  with 
him,  being  left  in  the  midst  of  the  declivity.  Now  these 
friends  of  his  despised  the  danger  they  were  in  and  stood 
their  ground,  being  ashamed  to  leave  their  general,  but 
earnestly  exhorted  him  to  give  way  to  these  Jews  that  were 
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fond  of  dying,  and  not  to  run  into  danger  for  those  that 
ought  to  fight  for  him,  but  to  consider  what  his  position 
was,  and  not  to  fill  the  place  of  a  common  soldier,  nor  to 
stand  his  ground  in  such  a  sudden  crisis  as  this,  as  he  was 
general  in  the  war,  and  lord  of  the  world,  on  whom  every- 
thing depended.  These  words  Titus  seemed  not  so  much 
as  to  hear,  but  O2:)posed  those  that  ran  uj^on  him,  and 
smote  them  on  the  face,  and  forced  them  back  and  slew 
them,  and  also  fell  upon  the  enemy  as  they  marched  en  masse 
down  the  declivity,  and  thrust  them  back.  But  though 
they  were  so  dismayed  at  his  courage  and  strength,  they 
did  not  flee  even  then  to  the  city,  but  fell  off  from  him  on 
both  sides,  and  pressed  upon  those  that  fled  up  the  hill. 
But  he  still  fell  upon  their  flank,  and  checked  their 
ardour.  Meantime  disorder  and  terror  again  seized  those 
that  were  fortifying  the  camp  at  the  top  of  the  hill, 
upon  their  seeing  those  beneath  them  rimning  away, 
and  the  whole  legion  was  dispersed,  for  they  thought 
that  the  sallies  of  the  Jews  were  irresistible,  and  that  Titus 
was  himself  put  to  flight ;  for  they  took  it  for  granted,  that, 
if  he  had  stood  his  ground,  the  rest  would  never  have  fled. 
Thus  were  they  possessed  by  a  kind  of  panic  fear,  and  some 
dispersed  one  way,  some  another,  till  some  of  them  saw 
their  general  in  the  very  heat  of  action,  and  being  in  great 
concern  for  him,  loudly  proclaimed  the  danger  he  was  in 
to  the  entire  legion.  And  now  shame  made  them  turn 
back,  and  they  reproached  one  another  with  having  done 
worse  than  rimning  away  by  deserting  their  prince,  so  they 
used  their  utmost  force  against  the  Jews,  and  when  they 
once  lost  ground  on  the  declivity,  they  drove  them  to  the 
bottom  of  the  valley.  The  Jews  fought  indeed  as  they  re- 
tired, but  as  the  Romans  had  the  advantage  of  the  ground, 
and  were  above  the  Jews,  they  drove  them  all  into  the 
ravine.  Titus  also  pressed  upon  those  that  faced  him,  and 
sent  the  legion  again  to  fortify  their  camp,  while  he  him- 
self and  those  that  were  with  him  before  resisted  the 
enemy,  and  kept  them  back.  Thus,  if  I  must  neither  add 
any  thing  out  of  flattery,  nor  extenuate  any  thing  out  of 
envy,  but  speak  the  plain  truth,  Titus  himself  twice  de- 
livered the  entire  legion  when  it  was  in  jeopardy,  and  gave 
them  security  to  fortify  their  camp. 
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CHAP.   III. 

Haiv  FaHion  again  revived  in  Jertisaleui,  and  yet  the  Jews 
contrived  Snares  for  the  Romans.  How  Titus  also  threat- 
ened his  Soldiers  for  their  headloncj  Rashness. 

§1- 

AS  uow  the  war  abroad  ceased  for  a  while,  faction  within 
revived ;  and  as  the  feast  of  Unleavened  Bread  was 
now  come,  on  the  fourteenth  day  of  the  month  Xanthicus, 
on  which  day  it  is  believed  the  Jews  were  first  freed  from 
the  Egyptians,  Eleazar  and  his  party  opened  the  gates,  and 
admitted  such  of  the  people  as  wished  to  worship  God.^  But 
John  made  use  of  this  feast  as  a  cloak  for  his  treacherous 
designs,  and  armed  the  most  obscure  of  his  own  pai-ty, 
most  of  whom  were  not  purified,  with  weapons  concealed 
under  their  garments,  and  sent  them  quickly  into  the 
temple  to  occupy  it.  And  they,  when  they  were  got  in, 
threw  their  garments  away,  and  were  at  once  seen  to  be  in 
armour.  Upon  this  there  was  very  great  disorder  and 
disturbance  in  the  sanctuary,  as  the  people,  who  had  no 
part  in  the  sedition,  supposed  that  this  assault  was  made 
against  all  without  exception,  but  the  Zealots  thought  it 
was  made  against  themselves  only.  So  they  left  oif  guarding 
the  gates  any  longer,  and  leaped  down  from  the  battlements 
before  they  came  to  an  engagement,  and  fled  to  the  under- 
ground parts  of  the  temple ;  while  the  people  that  stood 
trembling  at  the  altar  were  jostled  and  trampled  upon  in 
the  sanctuary,  and  were  beaten  both  with  clubs  and  steel 
without  mercy.  Such  also  as  had  differences  vnih.  others  slew 
many  persons  that  were  quiet,  out  of  private  enmity  and 
hatred,  pretending  that  they  belonged  to  some  rival  faction  ; 
and  everyone  that  had  formerly  offended  any  of  these  plotters, 

^  Here  we  see  the  true  reason  of  such  vast  numbers  of  Jews  being 
in  Jerusalem  during  tliis  siege  of  Titus,  and  perishing  therein  ;  that 
the  siege  began  at  llie  ieast  of  the  Passover,  when  such  prodigious  mul- 
titudes of  Jews  and  proselytes  of  the  gate  were  come  from  all  parts  of 
Judaea,  and  from  other  countries,  in  order  to  celebrate  that  great 
festival. — W. 
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if  now  recognised,  was  led  away  to  slaughter  as  a  Zealot. 
And  when  they  had  cruelly  treated  the  innocent  in  various 
ways  they  gi*anted  a  truce  to  the  guilty,  and  let  those 
go  off  that  came  out  of  the  underground  parts  ;  and 
themselves  seized  upon  the  inner  temple,  and  upon  every- 
thing stored  therein,  and  then  ventured  to  oppose  Simon. 
Thus  that  sedition,  which  had  been  divided  into  three 
factions,  was  now  reduced  to  two. 

§  2.  Now  Titus,  intending  to  pitch  his  camp  nearer 
the  city  than  Scopos,  placed  opposite  the  Jews  as  many 
picked  horse  and  foot  as  he  thought  sufficient  to  prevent 
their  sallying  out,  and  gave  orders  to  the  whole  army  to 
level  all  the  ground  up  to  the  walls  of  the  city.  So  they 
threw  down  all  the  hedges  and  fences  which  the  inhabitants 
had  put  round  their  gardens  and  trees,  and  cut  down  all 
the  fruit-trees  that  lay  between  them  and  the  walls  of  the 
city,  and  filled  up  all  the  hollow  places  and  gullies,  and 
levelled  projecting  rocks  with  iron  instruments,  and  so 
made  all  the  place  level  from  Scopos  to  Herod's  tomb, 
which  was  close  to  the  pool  called  the  Serpent's  Pool.^ 

§  3.  Now  at  this  very  time  the  Jews  contrived  the  follow- 
ing stratagem  aguinst  the  Romans.  The  bolder  sort  of 
the  seditious  went  out  of  the  city  at  the  towers  called  the 
Women's  Towers,  as  if  they  had  been  ejected  out  of  the 
city  by  those  who  were  in  favour  of  peace,  and  rambled 
about  as  if  they  were  afraid  of  being  assaulted  by  the 
Romans,  and  were  in  fear  of  one  another ;  while  those  that 
stood  at  intervals  upon  the  wall,  and  seemed  to  be  men  of  the 
people,  cried  out  aloud  for  peace,  and  entreated  they  might 
have  security  for  their  lives  given  them,  and  invited  the 
Romans,  promising  to  open  the  gates  to  them  ;  and  at  the 
same  time  that  they  cried  out  this,  they  threw  stones  at 
their  own  people,  as  though  they  would  drive  them  away 
from  the  gates.  These  also  pretended  that  they  were  ex- 
cluded by  force,  and  that  they  begged  those  that  were 
within  to  let  them  in  ;  and  rushing  towards  the  Romans 
perpetually,  they  then  turned  back,  and  seemed  to  be  in 
great  alarm.  Now  the  Roman  soldiers  did  not  suspect 
this  trick  of  theirs,  but  thinking  they  had  the  one  party  in 

^  The  sites  of  Herod's  tomb  and  the  Serpent's  Pool  have  not  been 
identified. 
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their  power,  and  could  punish  them  when  they  pleased, 
and  hoping  that  the  other  party  would  open  their  gates  to 
them,  set  about  the  matter  at  once.  But  Titus  himself 
viewed  this  surprising  conduct  of  the  Jews  with  suspicion ; 
for  whereas  he  had  invited  them  by  Josephus  to  come  to 
terms  of  accommodation  only  one  day  before,  he  could  then 
receive  no  civil  answer  from  them,  so  he  ordered  the  soldiers 
to  stay  where  they  were.  However,  some  of  those  that 
were  in  front  of  the  works  were  too  quick  for  him,  and 
catching  up  their  arms  ran  to  the  gates.  Thereupon  those 
that  feigned  to  have  been  ejected  at  first  retired :  but  as  soon 
as  the  Romans  had  got  between  the  towers  on  each  side  of 
the  gate,  the  Jews  ran  out  and  surrounded  them,  and  fell 
upon  them  behind,  while  the  multitude  that  stood  upon 
the  wall  threw  a  quantity  of  stones  and  darts  of  all  kinds 
at  them,  insomuch  that  they  slew  a  considerable  number 
and  woimded  most  of  them.  For  it  was  not  easy  for  the 
Romans  to  escape  from  the  walls,  because  those  behind 
them  pressed  them  forward ;  besides  which,  the  shame 
they  were  in  for  their  mistake,  and  the  fear  they  were  in 
of  their  commanders,  encouraged  them  to  persevere  in  their 
false  step.  So  they  fought  with  their  spears  a  great  while, 
and  received  many  blows  from  the  Jews,  though  indeed 
they  gave  as  many  blows  again,  and  at  last  repelled  those 
that  had  surrounded  them.  But  the  Jews  pursued  them 
as  they  retired,  and  followed  them,  and  threw  darts  at 
them  as  far  as  the  tomb  of  Queen  Helena.^ 

§  4,  At  this  the  Jews  grew  insolent  at  their  good  fortune, 
and  in  bad  taste  jeered  at  the  Romans  for  being  deluded  by 
the  trick  they  had  put  uj^on  them,  and  })randished  their 
shields,  and  leaped  and  shouted  for  joy.  But  the  Roman 
soldiers  were  received  with  threats  by  their  officers,  and 
with  indignation  by  Titus  himself,  who  spoke  as  follows. 
"These  Jews,  who  are  only  led  by  desperation,  do  every- 
thing with  care  and  circumspection ;  they  contrive  strata- 
gems, and  lay  ambushes,  and  fortune  gives  success  to  their 
stratagems,  because  they  are  obedient,  and  preserve  their 
good-will  and  fidelity  to  one  another ;  while  the  Romans, 
to  whom  fortune  is  ever  subservient  because  of  their  good 

^  Tlie  '  Tombs  of  the  Kin^s.' 
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discipline  and  ready  submission  to  their  commanders,  have 
now  met  with  reverse  owing  to  the  contrary  behaviour,  and 
have  been  beaten  in  consequence  of  not  being  able  to  re- 
strain their  hands  from  action,  and  what  is  most  to  their 
reproach,  have  fought  without  the  orders  of  their  com- 
manders in  the  very  presence  of  their  Prince.  Truly,  the 
laws  of  war  cannot  but  groan  heavily,  as  will  my  father 
himself  also  when  he  shall  be  informed  of  this  blow,  for  he, 
who  is  grown  old  in  wars,  never  made  such  a  mistake.  Our 
laws  also  ever  inflict  capital  punishment  on  those  who  in  the 
least  break  good  order,  while  now  they  have  seen  an  entire 
army  leaving  their  post.  However,  those  that  have  been 
so  insolent  shall  be  made  immediately  sensible,  that  even 
those  who  conquer  among  the  Romans  without  orders  are 
in  disgrace."  When  Titus  had  spoken  vehemently  to  the 
commanders  in  this  way,  it  appeared  evident  that  he  would 
carry  out  the  law  against  all  that  were  concerned ;  so  the 
soldiers'  minds  sunk  in  despair,  as  they  expected  to  be  put 
to  death,  and  knew  they  deserved  it.  However,  the  other 
legions  flocked  round  Titus,  and  supplicated  him  on  behaK 
of  their  fellow- soldiers,  and  begged  that  he  would  pardon 
the  rashness  of  a  few  because  of  the  good  discipline  of  all 
the  rest ;  and  promised  on  their  behalf  that  they  would 
make  amends  for  their  present  fault  by  better  behaviour 
for  the  time  to  come. 

§  5.  And  Titus  attended  to  their  petition  and  to  expe- 
diency also ;  for  he  esteemed  it  fit  to  punish  individuals  in 
deed,  but  he  thought  that  the  pimishment  of  multitudes 
should  proceed  no  further  than  word :  so  he  was  reconciled 
to  the  soldiers,  but  gave  them  many  directions  to  act 
more  wisely  for  the  future,  and  considered  with  himself 
how  he  might  be  even  with  the  Jews  for  their  stratagem. 
And  now,  when  the  space  between  the  Eomans  and  the 
walls  had  been  levelled,  which  was  done  in  foui*  days,  as 
he  wished  to  bring  the  baggage  of  the  army  and  the  rest 
of  the  multitude  safely  to  the  camp,  he  posted  the  strongest 
part  of  his  army  opposite  the  wall  which  lay  on  the 
north  of  the  city  facing  west,  and  drew  up  his  army 
seven  deep,  with  the  foot  in  front,  and  the  horse  be- 
hind, each  of  the  last  in  three  ranks,  whilst  the  archers 
stood  in  the  midst  in  seven  ranks.     And  as  the  Jews  were 
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now  prevented  by  so  great  a  host  from  making  sallies 
upon  the  Romans,  both  the  beasts  of  burden  of  the  three 
legions  and  the  multitude  marched  on  without  fear.  As 
for  Titus  himself,  he  encamped  about  two  furlongs  from 
the  wall,  at  that  part  of  it  where  was  an  angle  opposite  the 
tower  called  Psephinus,  at  which  tower  the  compass  of  the 
wall  extending  north  bent  towards  the  west.  And  the 
other  part  of  the  army  fortified  itself  at  the  tower  called 
Hippicus,^  and  was  also  only  two  furlongs  from  the  city. 
However,  the  tenth  legion  continued  in  its  position  upon 
the  Mount  of  Olives. 


CHAP.  IV. 

Description  of  Jerusalem. 

§1- 

THE  city  of  Jerusalem  was  fortified  with  three  walls, 
where  it  was  not  girt  with  impassable  ravines  (for  in 
such  places  it  had  but  one  wall),  and  was  built  upon  two 
hills  opposite  to  one  another,  bat  divided  in  the  middle  by 
a  ravine,  at  which  the  rows  of  houses  ended.  Of  these 
hills,  that  which  contained  the  upper  city  was  much  higher, 
and  in  length  more  direct ;  and  because  of  its  being  forti- 
fied was  called  the  Citadel  by  king  David  (he  was  the 
father  of  that  Solomon  who  first  built  the  temple),  but 
it  is  by  us  called  the  Upper  Market-place.'^  But  the 
other  hill,  which  was  called  Acra,"^  and  supported  the  lower 
city,  was  the  shape  of  the  crescent  moon.  And  opposite 
this  was  a  third  hill,  but  naturally  lower  than  Acra, 
and  parted  formerly  from  the  other  by  a  broad  ravine ;  but 
afterwards,  when  the  Asamonaeans  reigned,  they  filled  up 
the  ravine  ^dth  earth,  wishing  to  join  the  city  to  the 
temple,  and  took  off  part   of   the   height  of   Acra,    and 

'  The  tower  at  the  Jaffa  gate. 

^  The  modern  Sion  ;  the  western  hill  at  Jerusalem. 

^  The  position  of  the  hill  Acra  is  matter  of  dispute  ;  some  writers 
suppose  it  to  be  the  hill  on  which  the  Church  of  the  Holy  Sepulchre 
stands,  others  the  western  slope  of  modern  Sion,  or  the  lower  portion  of 
the  Temple  Hill. 

V.  c 
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reduced  it  to  a  lower  eleyation  than  it  was  before,  that  the 
temple  might  be  higher  than  it.  Now  the  ravine  of  the 
Cheese-makers,  as  it  was  called,  which  (as  I  said  before) 
separated  the  hill  of  the  upper  city  from  that  of  the  lower, 
extended  as  far  as  Siloam ;  for  that  was  the  name  we  gave 
a  fountain  which  had  sweet  water  in  it  in  great  abundance. 
And  on  their  outsides  these  two  hills  were  surrounded  by 
deep  ravines,  and  because  of  the  precipices  on  both  sides 
were  everywhere  impassable. 

§  2.  Now  of  the  three  walls  the  old  one  was  hard  to  be 
taken,  both  because  of  the  ravines  and  of  the  hill  above 
them  on  which  it  was  built.  But  besides  that  great  ad- 
vantage as  to  the  place  where  it  was  situated,  it  was  also 
built  very  strong,  because  David,  and  Solomon,  and  the 
kings  who  were  their  successors,  were  very  zealous  about 
this  work.  This  wall  began  on  the  north  at  the  tower 
called  Hippicus,  and  extended  as  far  as  what  was  called 
Xystus,  and  then  joined  the  council-house,  and  ended  at 
the  west  portico  of  the  temple.^  But  the  other  side  west- 
wards it  began  at  the  same  tower,  and  extended  through  a 
place  called  Bethso  to  the  gate  of  the  Essenes,  and  after  that 
it  turned  southwards  above  the  fountain  of  Siloam,  where 
it  also  again  turned  eastwards  towards  Solomon's  Pool,  and 
reached  as  far  as  a  certain  place  which  they  called  Ophlas," 
where  it  j  oined  the  east  portico  of  the  temple.  The  second  wall 
took  its  beginning  at  the  gate  which  they  called  Gennath,'^ 
which  belonged  to  the  first  wall ;  it  only  encompassed  the 
north  quarter  of  the  city,  and  reached  as  far  as  the  tower 
Antonia.*  The  beginning  of  the  third  wall  was  at  the 
tower  Hippicus,  whence  it  reached  towards  the  north 
quarter  of  the  city  as  far  as  the  tower  Psephinus,  and  then 

^  This  section  of  the  first  wall  ran  almost  in  a  straight  line  from  the 
Jaffa  gate  to  the  Temple  enclosure  at  Wilson's  Arch. 

'•^  The  wall  passed  bj  the  Protestant  Cemetery,  and  then  curved  round 
to  the  pool  of  Siloam,  taking  in  a  larger  area  than  that  included  within 
the  present  wall ;  it  then  passed  round  the  hill  of  Ophel  to  the  eastern 
cloister  of  the  Temple.     Solomon's  Pool  has  not  been  identified. 

^  The  site  of  the  gate  Gennath  is  unknuwu  ;  it  was  jjossibly  a  gate 
leading  to  the  gardens  of  Herod's  palace. 

"*  The  course  of  the  second  wall  is  the  subject  of  much  dispute.  Some 
writers  draw  it  so  as  to  include  the  Church  of  the  Holy  Sepulchre ; 
others  so  as  to  exclude  it.  Ko  certain  trace  of  the  wall  has  yet  been 
found  ;  and  the  point  at  which  it  commenced  is  still  unknown. 
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extended  as  far  as  the  tomb  of  Helena,  who  was  queen  of 
Adiabene,  and  mother  of  Izat«s  :  it  then  extended  further, 
and  passed  by  the  sepulchral  caverns  of  the  kings,  and 
turned  off  again  at  the  corner  tower  at  what  is  culled  the 
Monument  of  the  Fuller,  and  joined  the  old  wall  at  the 
ravine  called  Cedron.^  Agrippa  added  this  wall  to  the  new 
portions  of  the  city,  which  had  been  all  unprotected  before ; 
for  as  the  city  became  more  populous,  it  gradually  outgrew 
its  old  walls,  and  the  people  joining  to  the  city  those  parts 
that  were  north  of  the  temple  near  the  hill,  made  the  city 
considerably  larger,  and  caused  the  fourth  hill  (which  is 
called  Bezetha ')  to  be  inhabited  also.  This  fourth  hill  lies 
opposite  the  tower  Antonia,  but  is  divided  from  it  by 
a  deep  ditch,  which  was  dug  on  purpose  to  prevent  the 
f oimdations  of  the  tower  of  Antonia^  from  joining  this  hill, 
and  from  being  accordingly  easy  of  access  and  less  high. 
And  the  depth  of  the  ditch  made  the  height  of  the 
towers  more  remarkable.  This  new-built  part  of  the 
city  was  called  Bezetha  in  our  language,  which,  if  inter- 
preted in  the  Greek  language,  might  be  called  New  Town. 
As  therefore  its  inhabitants  stood  in  need  of  protection, 
Agrippa,  the  father  of  the  present  king  of  the  same  name, 
began  the  wall  I  have  been  speaking  of :  but  he  left  off 
building  it  when  he  had  only  laid  the  foundations,  being 
afraid  that  Claudius  Caesar  might  suspect  that  so  big  a 
wall  was  built  for  the  purpose  of  some  innovation  or  re- 
bellion. For  the  city  could  not  possibly  have  been  taken, 
if  that  wall  had  been  finished  in  the  same  manner  as  it 
was  begun ;  as  it  was  constructed  with  stones  twenty 
cubits  long  and  ten  cubits  broad,  which  could  never  have 
been  either  easily  undermined  by  any  iron  tools,  or  shaken 
by  any  engines.  The  wall  was,  however,  ten  cubits  wide, 
and  would  probably  have  been  greater  in  height  than  it 
was,  had  not  his  zeal  who  began  it  been  hindered  from 

^  The  course  of  the  third  wall  is  equally  a  matter  of  dispute.  Some 
writers  carry  it  from  the  Jaffa  gate  to  the  puint  occupied  by  the  Hussian 
Consulate  ;  and  then  by  a  bold  sweep  round  to  the  present  north-east 
angle  of  the  city.  Others  make  it  almost  conterminous  with  the  existing 
wall  of  the  city. 

^  The  hill  to  the  north  of  the  Haruiti  esh-Shrrif. 

^  The  ditch  which  separated  Antonia  from  Bezetha  can  still  be  traced 
in  the  Souterrains  beneath  the  Convent  of  the  Sisters  of  Sion. 
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exerting  itself.  After  this,  though  it  was  raised  with  great 
diligence  by  the  Jews,  it  only  rose  as  high  as  twenty  cubits, 
above  which  were  battlements  two  cubits  high,  and  turrets 
on  the  top  of  them  three  cubits  high,  so  that  the  whole 
height  extended  to  twenty-five  cubits. 

§  3.  Now  the  towers  on  this  wall  were  twenty  cubits  in 
breadth,  and  twenty  cubits  in  height,  and  were  square  and 
solid  as  the  wall  itself,  and  the  masonry  and  beauty  of  the 
stones  were  no  way  inferior  to  those  of  the  sanctuary  itself. 
Above  this  solid  height  of  towers,  which  was  twenty 
cubits,  there  were  rooms  of  great  magnificence,  and  over 
them  upper  rooms,  and  several  cisterns  to  receive  rain- 
water, and  broad  ascents  to  each.  Of  such  towers  the  third 
wall  had  ninety,  and  the  space  between  each  of  them  was 
two  hundred  cubits ;  and  the  middle  wall  had  fourteen 
towers,  and  the  old  wall  was  divided  into  sixty.  And  the 
whole  compass  of  the  city  was  thirty-three  furlongs.  Now 
though  the  third  wall  was  all  of  it  wonderful,  yet  the 
tower  Psephinus  ^  was  more  wonderful  still  at  the  north- 
west comer,  and  there  Titus  took  up  his  position.  For  as 
it  was  seventy  cubits  high,  it  not  only  afforded  a  prospect 
of  Arabia  at  sunrise,  but  also  of  the  utmost  limits  of  the  land 
of  the  Hebrews  as  far  as  the  sea.  It  was  an  octagon. 
And  opposite  it  was  the  tower  Hippicus,^  and  near  it  were 
two  others  erected  by  king  Herod  in  the  old  wall,  which 
for  size,  beauty,  and  strength,  exceeded  all  that  were  in  the 
world.  For  besides  the  magnanimity  of  his  nature,  and 
his  munificence  towards  the  city,  Herod  built  these  in  such 
a  splendid  manner  to  gratify  his  own  private  affection, 
for  he  dedicated  these  towers  to  the  memory  of  the  three 
persons  who  had  been  dearest  to  him,  and  from  whom 
he  named  them,  namely,  his  brother,  his  friend,  and  his 
wife.  He  had  slain  his  wife  in  love  [and  jealousy,]  as  I 
have  already  related,  and  had  lost  the  other  two  in  war, 
courageously  fighting.  Hippicus,  so  called  from  his  friend, 
was  square,  its  length  and  breadth  were  each  twenty-five 
cubits,  and  its  height  thirty,  and  it  was  solid  throughout. 
Over  this  solid  building,   which  was  composed  of  great 

'  The  exact  position  of  Psephinus  is  not  known. 

^  The  tower  at  the  Jaffa  gate  ;  an  aqueduct  still  conveys  water  to  the 
cisterns  of  the  tower. 
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stones  united  together,  was  a  reservoir  twenty  cubits  deei), 
over  which  was  an  house  of  two  stories  (whose  height 
was  twenty-five  cubits),  divided  into  several  parts ;  over 
which  were  turrets  two  cubits  high,  and  all  round 
battlements  three  cubits  high,  so  that  the  entire  height 
added  together  amounted  to  fourscore  cubits.  The  second 
tower,  which  he  called  after  his  brother  Phasaelus,^  had 
its  breadth  and  height  equal,  each  of  them  being  forty 
cubits  ;  over  which  was  a  solid  height  of  forty  cubits  ; 
over  which  a  portico  ran  round  ten  cubits  high,  de- 
fended by  breastworks  and  bulwarks.  There  was  also 
built  over  the  portico  in  the  middle  another  tower,  divided 
into  magnificent  rooms  and  a  place  for  bathing,  so  that 
this  tower  wanted  nothing  that  might  make  it  aj^pear  a 
royal  palace.  Its  roof  was  also  adorned  with  more  battle- 
ments and  turrets  than  the  one  I  mentioned  before,  and 
its  entire  height  was  about  ninety  cubits,  and  the  appear- 
ance of  it  resembled  the  tower  of  Pharos,  which  is  a  light- 
house for  such  as  sail  for  Alexandria,  but  it  was  much 
larger  than  it  in  compass.  It  was  now  the  place  where 
Simon  exercised  his  tyranny.  The  third  tower  Mariamne  '^ 
(for  that  was  the  queen's  name)  was  solid  as  high  as  twenty 
cubits  ;  its  breadth  and  its  length  were  each  twenty  cubits. 
Its  upper  buildings  were  more  magnificent  and  more  ornate 
than  the  other  towers,  for  the  king  thought  it  most  proper 
for  him  to  adorn  that  which  was  called  after  his  wife 
handsomer  than  those  called  after  men,  as  those  were  built 
stronger  than  this  one  that  bore  his  wife's  name.  The 
entire  height  of  this  tower  was  fifty-five  cubits. 

§  4.  Now  though  these  three  towers  were  very  high, 
they  appeared  much  loftier  because  of  their  position ;  for 
the  old  wall  whereon  they  were,  was  built  on  a  high  hill, 
and  was  itself  a  kind  of  crest  of  the  hill  but  thirty  cubits 
higher,  and  as  the  towers  were  situated  on  it,  they  appeared 
much  higher.  The  size  also  of  the  stones  was  wonderful ; 
for  these  towers  were  not  made  of  common-sized  stones, 
nor  of  such  as  men  could  carry,  but  of  white  marble 
hewn  out  of  the  rock ;  each  stone  was  twenty  cubits  in 

'  The  present  *  Tower  of  David,'  near  the  Jaffa  gate. 
^  No  remains  of  the  tower  Mariamne  have  yet  been  found  ;  it  was 
apparently  east  of  Phasaelus. 
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length,  and  ten  in  breadth,  and  five  in  depth.  They  were 
so  exactly  jomed  to  one  another,  that  each  tower  looked  like 
one  entire  and  natural  block  of  stone,  afterwards  moulded 
by  the  hands  of  the  artificers  into  its  present  shape  and 
angles ;  so  little,  or  not  at  all,  did  their  joints  or  connexion 
appear.^  Now  these  towers  were  on  the  north  side  of  the 
wall,  and  the  king  had  a  palace  on  the  inside  joining  them, 
which  exceeds  all  my  ability  to  describe  it.  For  it  wanted 
no  cost  nor  skill  in  its  construction,  but  was  entirely  walled 
about  to  the  height  of  thirty  cubits,  and  was  adorned  with 
towers  at  equal  distances,  and  with  large  dining  rooms  that 
would  hold  a  hundred  guests  apiece ;  in  which  the  variety 
of  the  stones  is  not  to  be  expressed  (for  a  large  quantity  of 
those  that  were  everywhere  rare  was  collected  together), 
and  the  roofs  were  also  wonderful,  both  for  the  length  of 
the  beams,  and  the  splendour  of  their  ornaments.  The 
number  of  the  rooms  were  also  very  great,  and  the  variety 
of  the  carving  in  them  was  ^^rodigious ;  and  the  furniture 
of  all  was  complete,  and  most  of  the  vessels  that  were 
put  in  them  were  of  silver  and  gold.  There  were  also 
many  colonnades,  one  after  another,  round  about,  and 
in  each  of  them  curious  pillars.  And  all  the  places  ex- 
posed to  the  air  were  everywhere  green  ;  and  there  were 
several  groves  of  trees,  and  long  walks  through  them,  and 
round  them  deep  canals  and  cisterns,  that  in  several  places 
had  brazen  statues,  through  which  the  water  ran  out,  and 
there  were  also  many  dove-cotes  of  tame  pigeons  round  the 
canals.  But  indeed  it  is  not  possible  to  give  a  complete 
description  of  this  palace,  and  the  very  remembrance  of 
it  is  a  torture  to  one,  as  reminding  one  what  vastly 
rich  buildings  the  fire  which  was  kindled  by  the  robbers 
consumed ;  for  these  were  not  burnt  by  the  Romans,  but 
by  the  plotters  within  the  city,  as  I  have  already  related, 
in  the  beginning  of  the  rebellion.  The  fire  began  at  the 
tower  of  Antonia,  and  went  on  to  the  palace,  and  consumed 
the  roofs  of  the  three  towers. 

^  The  remains  of  Phasaelus,  as  seen  in  the  '  Tower  of  David,'  fully 
bear  out  the  description  in  tlie  text. 
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CHAP.  V. 

Description  of  the  Temple. 

§1- 

IVr  OW  tlie  temple,  as  I  have'  already  said,  was  built  upon 
-'^  ^  a  strong  hill,  and  at  first  the  plateau  on  its  top  was 
hardly  sufiicient  for  the  sanctuary  and  the  altar,  for  all 
round  it  was  steep  and  precipitous.  But  when  king  Solo- 
mon, who  was  the  person  that  built  the  temple,  had  built 
a  wall  on  its  east  side,  a  portico  was  then  added  on  an  arti- 
ficial mound,  and  on  all  its  other  sides  the  sanctuary  was 
unprotected.  But  in  subsequent  ages  the  j^eople  added 
new  mounds,  and  the  hill  became  a  larger  plain.  They 
then  broke  do^Ti  the  wall  on  the  north  side,  and  took  in  as 
much  as  sufficed  afterwards  for  the  area  of  the  entire  temple. 
And  when  they  had  built  walls  round  three  sides  of  the 
temple  from  the  bottom  of  the  hill,  and  had  performed  a 
work  that  was  greater  than  could  be  hoped  for  (in  which 
work  long  ages  were  spent  by  them,  and  all  their  sacred 
treasures  were  exhausted,  which  were  replenished  by  those 
tributes  which  were  sent  to  God  from  the  whole  world), 
they  then  built  round  the  upper  precincts  as  well  as  the 
lower  part  of  the  temple.  The  lowest  part  of  this  was 
erected  to  the  height  of  three  hundred  cubits,  and  in  some 
places  more.  However,  the  entire  depth  of  the  foundations 
did  not  appear,  for  they  brought  earth  and  filled  up  the 
ravines,  desiring  to  level  the  narrow  streets  of  the  city. 
And  they  made  use  of  stones  of  forty  cubits  in  size.  For 
the  great  quantity  of  money  they  then  had,  and  the  libe- 
rality of  the  people,  made  this  attempt  of  theirs  succeed 
wonderfully,  and  what  could  not  so  much  as  be  hoped  ever 
to  be  accomplished,  was,  by  perseverance  and  length  of 
time,  brought  to  perfection.^ 

§  2.  Nor  were  the  works  above  these  fomidations  un- 

'  Recent  surveys  and  excavations  have  shown  that  there  is  not  so 
much  exaggeration  in  the  description  of  Josephus  as  was  at  one  time 
supposed.  t5ee  "  Recovery  of  Jerusalem,"' and  1*.  E.  F.  Memoir,  ''Jeru- 
salem," for  an  account  of  the  excavations. 
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worthy  of  them.  For  all  the  porticoes  were  double,  and 
the  pillars  that  supported  them  were  twenty-five  cubits  in 
height,  and  were  of  one  entire  stone  each  of  them,  and  that 
stone  was  white  marble,  and  the  roofs  were  adorned  with 
fretwork  of  cedar  curiously  graven.  The  natural  magnifi- 
cence and  excellent  polish  and  good  masonry  made  a  hand- 
some spectacle,  thought  it  was  not  adorned  on  the  outside 
with  any  work  of  the  painter  or  sculptor.  The  porticoes  were 
in  breadth  thirty  cubits,  and  their  entire  area  measured  six 
furlongs,  including  the  tower  of  Antonia.  And  all  the 
space  exposed  to  the  air  was  laid  with  stones  of  various 
sorts.  When  you  went  through  this  space  to  the  second 
temple,  there  was  a  partition  of  stone,  whose  height  was 
three  cubits,  of  very  elegant  construction ;  upon  which 
stood  pillars,  at  equal  distances  from  one  another,  declaring 
the  law  of  purity,  some  in  Greek,  others  in  Roman  letters,^ 
that  no  foreigner  was  to  enter  the  holy  place  ;  for  the 
second  temple  was  called  the  holy  place,  and  had  an  ascent 
of  fourteen  steps  from  the  first  temple,  and  was  square, 
and  had  its  own  wall  round  it.  Its  exterior  height,  al- 
though forty  cubits,  was  hidden  by  the  steps,  and  inside 
the  height  was  but  twenty-five  cubits.  For  being  built  on 
higher  ground  with  steps,  all  the  interior  was  not  visible, 
being  covered  by  the  hill.  Behind  these  foiu-teen  steps  to 
the  wall  was  the  distance  of  ten  cubits,  all  level.  Then 
there  were  other  steps,  each  five  cubits  apiece,  that  led 
to  the  gates,  which  gates  on  the  north  and  south  sides 
were  eight,  on  each  of  those  sides  four,  and  of  necessity 
two  on  the  east ;  for  since  there  was  a  partition  built  for  the 
women  on  that  side,  as  the  jH'oper  place  where  they  were  to 
worship,  there  was  a  necessity  for  a  second  gate  for  them  ; 
this  gate  was  cut  opposite  the  first  gate.  There  was  also  on 
the  other  sides  one  south  and  one  north  gate,  through  which 
was  a  passage  into  the  court  of  the  women  :  for  the  women 
were  not  allowed  to  pass  through  the  other  gates,  nor  when 
they  went  through  their  own  gate  could  they  pass  beyond 
their  own  wall  of  partition.  This  court  was  allotted  for 
Avorship  to  the  women  of  our  own  country  and  of  other 

*  One  of  these  stones,  with  the  inscription  in  Greek,  was  discovered  at 
Jerusalem  by  M.  Clermont  Ganneau  in  1871.  See  P.  E.  F.  "  Quarterly 
Statement,"  1871,  p.  132. 
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countries  equally,  provided  they  were  of  our  nation.  Tlie 
western  side  of  this  court  had  no  gate  at  all,  but  the  wall 
was  built  entire  on  that  side.  And  the  porticoes  between 
the  gates  extended  from  the  wall  inward  in  front  of  the 
treasure-chambers,  and  were  supported  by  very  fine  and 
large  pillars.  These  porticoes  were  single,  and,  except  for 
size,  were  no  way  inferior  to  those  of  the  lower  court. 

§  3.  Now  nine  of  the  gates  were  on  every  side  covered 
over  with  gold  and  silver,  and  similarly  the  door-posts 
and  their  lintels  :  but  there  was  one  gate  outside  the  sanc- 
tuary of  Corinthian  brass,  which  greatly  excelled  those 
that  were  only  covered  over  with  silver  and  gold.  Each 
gate  had  two  doors,  the  height  of  each  was  thirty  cubits, 
and  the  breadth  fifteen.  However,  they  had  large  spaces 
"within  containing  rooms  on  each  side  built  like  towers, 
thirty  cubits  both  in  breadth  and  in  length,  and  in  heiglit 
more  than  forty  cubits.  Two  pillars  twelve  cubits  in  cir- 
cumference supported  each  of  these  rooms.  Now  the  size 
of  the  other  gates  was  the  same,  but  that  beyond  the  Corin- 
thian gate,  which  opened  on  the  east  opposite  the  gate  of  the 
sanctuary,  was  much  larger ;  for  its  height  was  fifty  cubits, 
and  its  doors  were  forty  cubits,  and  it  was  adorned  in  a 
more  costly  manner,  having  much  richer  and  thicker  plates 
of  silver  and  gold  than  the  others.  These  nine  gates  had 
the  silver  and  gold  j)lates  made  for  them  by  Alexander  the 
father  of  Tiberius.  Now  fifteen  steps  led  from  the  wall  of 
the  court  of  the  women  to  the  larger  gate ;  whereas  but 
ten  steps  led  from  there  to  the  other  gates. 

§  4.  As  to  the  sanctuary  itself,  the  most  sacred  place, 
which  was  placed  in  the  midst,  it  was  ascended  to  by 
twelve  steps.  In  front  its  height  and  breadth  were  equal, 
each  being  a  hundred  cubits,  but  behind  it  was  forty 
cubits  narrower,  for  on  its  front  it  had  as  it  were  shoulders 
on  each  side,  that  passed  twenty  cubits  further.  Its  first 
gate  seventy  cubits  high,  and  twenty-five  cul^its  broad, 
had  no  doors  ;  for  it  represented  the  invisible  infinity 
of  heaven  ;  and  its  front  was  covered  with  gold  all  over, 
and  through  it  all  the  first  house  within  appeared,  which 
was  very  large,  and  all  the  parts  about  the  inward  gate 
appeared  to  glitter  with  gold  to  those  that  saw  them. 
And  as  the  sanctuarv  was  divided  into  two  parts  within. 
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only  the  first  house  was  open  to  view.  Its  height  was 
ninety  cubits,  and  its  length  fifty  cubits,  and  its  breadtli 
twenty  cubits.  And  all  the  gate  which  opened  into  this 
first  house,  was,  as  I  have  said,  covered  with  gold,  as  was 
the  whole  wall  about  it :  it  had  also  golden  vines  above  it, 
from  which  clusters  of  grapes  hung  as  tall  as  a  man.  But 
as  the  sanctuary  was  divided  into  two  parts,  the  inner  part 
was  lower  than  the  outer,  and  had  golden  doors  fifty-five 
cubits  in  height,  and  sixteen  in  breadth.  And  before 
these  doors  was  a  veil  of  equal  size  as  the  doors,  a  Baby- 
lonian curtain,  embroidered  with  blue  and  fine  linen  and 
scarlet  and  j^urple,  and  of  a  contexture  that  was  truly 
wonderful.  Nor  was  this  mixture  of  colours  without  its 
mystical  interpretation,  but  was  a  kind  of  image  of  the 
universe ;  for  by  the  scarlet  seemed  to  be  enigmatically 
signified  fire,  by  the  fine  linen  the  earth,  by  the  blue  the 
air,  and  by  the  purj^le  the  sea ;  two  of  them  suggesting 
this  resemblance  by  their  colours,  while  the  other  two,  the 
fine  linen  and  the  purple,  suggest  that  resemblance  by 
their  origin,  the  earth  producing  the  one,  and  the  sea  the 
other.  This  curtain  had  also  embroidered  upon  it  all  that 
was  to  be  seen  in  the  heavens,  except  the  signs  of  the 
Zodiac. 

§  5.  When  any  persons  entered  within,  the  floor  of  the 
sanctuary  received  them.  Its  height  was  sixty  cubits, 
and  its  length  the  same,  and  its  breadth  twenty  cubits, 
and  that  sixty  cubits  in  length  was  divided  again,  and  the 
first  part  of  it  was  cut  off  at  forty  cubits,  and  had  in  it 
three  things  very  wonderful  and  famous  among  all  man- 
kind, the  candlestick,  the  table  [of  shew  bread,]  and 
the  altar  of  incense.  Now  the  seven  lamps,  for  so  many 
lamps  branched  out  from  the  candlestick,  signified  the 
seven  planets,  and  the  twelve  loaves  that  were  upon 
the  table  signified  the  circle  of  the  Zodiac  and  the  year ; 
and  the  altar  of  incense  by  its  thirteen  kinds  of  sweet- 
smelling  spices,  with  which  the  sea  and  earth  and  air 
replenished  it,  signified  that  all  things  belong  to  God  and 
are  all  for  his  use.  And  the  inmost  part  of  all  the  temple 
was  of  twenty  cubits,  and  was  also  separated  from  the 
out^r  part  by  a  veil.  In  it  there  was  nothing  at  all,  but  it 
was  inaccessible  and  inviolable,  and  not  to  be  seen  by  any. 
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and  was  called  the  Holy  of  Holies.  Now  about  the  sides 
of  the  lower  part  of  the  sanctuary  were  several  cham- 
bers three  stories  high  with  passages  out  of  one  into 
another,  to  which  there  were  entrances  on  each  side 
from  the  gate  of  the  temple.  But  the  upper  part  of  the 
temple  had  no  such  chambers,  because  the  temple  was 
narrower  there,  and  forty  cubits  higher,  and  plainer  than 
the  lower  pai-t.  Thus  we  gather  that  the  whole  height, 
including  the  sixty  cubits  from  the  floor,  amounted  to  a 
hundi-ed  cubits. 

§  6.  Now  the  outward  front  of  the  temple  wanted 
nothing  that  could  strike  either  men's  minds  or  eyes.  For 
it  was  covered  all  over  with  massive  plates  of  gold,  and 
reflected  at  the  first  rising  of  the  sun  a  very  fiery  splen- 
dour, and  made  those  who  forced  themselves  to  look  upon 
it  turn  their  eyes  away,  just  as  they  would  have  done  at  the 
sun's  own  rays.  But  it  appeared  to  strangers,  when  they 
were  approaching  it  at  some  distance,  like  a  mountain 
covered  with  snow,  for  where  it  was  not  gilt,  it  was  ex- 
ceeding white.  On  its  top  were  spikes  with  sharp  points, 
to  prevent  any  pollution  of  it  by  birds  sitting  upon  it.  Of 
its  stones  some  were  forty-five  cubits  in  length,  five  in 
height,  and  six  in  breadth.  Before  it  stood  the  altar, 
fifteen  cubits  high,  and  fifty  cubits  both  in  length  and 
breadth.  It  was  built  square,  and  had  corners  projecting 
like  horns,  and  the  ascent  to  it  from  the  south  was  a  gentle 
rise.  It  was  made  without  any  iron  tool,  nor  did  any  iron 
tool  so  much  as  touch  it  at  any  time.  There  was  also  a 
wall  of  partition,  about  a  cubit  in  height,  made  of  fine 
stones,  and  pleasant  to  the  sight,  which  ran  round  the 
sanctuary  and  altar,  and  kept  the  people  that  were  outside 
away  from  the  priests.  Now  those  that  had  gonorrhoea  and 
leprosy  were  excluded  from  the  city  entirely  :  women  were 
also  shut  out  of  it  when  their  courses  were  upon  them,  nor, 
when  they  were  free  from  that  impurity,  were  they  allowed 
to  go  beyond  the  limit  before  mentioned.  Men,  also,  that 
were  not  thoroughly  pure,  were  prohibited  to  come  into 
the  inner  court  of  the  temple  ;  nay,  the  priests  themselves 
that  were  not  pure  were  prohibited  to  come  into  it  also. 

§  7.  Now  all  those  of  the  stock  of  the  priests  that  could 
not  minister  because  of  some   bodily  imperfection   came 
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within  the  partition,  together  with  those  that  had  no  such 
imperfection,  and  had  their  share  of  the  sacrifices  with 
them  because  of  their  stock,  but  only  used  private  gar- 
ments ;  for  nobody  but  the  officiating  priest  had  on  sacred 
vestments.  And  those  priests  that  were  pure  and  without 
any  blemish  went  up  to  the  altar  and  sanctuary  clothed  in 
fijie  linen,  and  abstained  from  wine  chiefly  from  the  fear  lest 
otherwise  they  should  make  some  mistake  in  their  ministra- 
tion. The  high  priest  also  went  up  with  them,  not  always 
indeed,  but  on  the  sabbath  days  and  new  moons,  and  on 
the  occasion  of  any  festival  belonging  to  our  nation,  or 
public  festal  gathering.  When  he  officiated,  he  had  on 
drawers  that  hid  his  person  and  thighs,  and  had  on 
an  under  garment  of  linen,  together  with  a  blue  round 
garment,  without  seam  and  with  fringe- work,  reaching  to 
the  feet.  There  were  also  golden  bells  that  hung  upon 
the  fringes,  and  pomegranates  intermixed  among  them. 
The  bells  signified  thunder,  the  pomegranates  lightning. 
And  the  girdle  that  fastened  the  garment  to  the  breast 
was  embroidered  with  five  zones  of  various  colours,  as 
gold  and  purple  and  scarlet  and  fine  linen  and  blue,  with 
which  colours  I  said  before  the  veils  of  the  temple  were 
embroidered  also.  Similar  embroidery  was  upon  the 
ephod,  but  the  quantity  of  gold  thereon  was  greater.  Its 
figure  was  that  of  a  breast-plate  to  be  worn.  There  were 
upon  it  two  golden  buttons  like  small  shields,  which 
fcuttoned  the  ephod  to  the  garment :  in  these  buttons 
were  enclosed  two  very  large  and  fine  sardonyxes,  having 
the  names  of  the  tribes  of  the  nation  inscribed  upon 
them.  On  the  front  side  hung  twelve  stones,  three  in  rows 
one  way,  and  four  the  other ;  a  sardius,  a  topaz,  and  an 
emerald ;  a  carbuncle,  a  jasper,  and  a  sapphire ;  an  agate, 
an  amethyst,  aud  a  ligure  ;  an  onyx,  a  beryl,  and  a  chry- 
solite ;  upon  every  one  of  which  stones  again  was  en- 
graved the  name  of  one  of  the  twelve  tribes.  A  mitre 
also  of  fine  linen  covered  his  head,  which  was  tied  by 
a  blue  riband,  about  which  there  was  another  golden 
crown,  on  which  were  engraven  the  sacred  letters.  They 
consisted  of  four  vowels.  However,  the  high  priest  did 
not  wear  these  garments  generally,  but  a  more  plain 
habit :  he  onlv  wore  them  when  he  went  into  the  most 
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sacred  part  of  the  temple,  which  he  did  but  once  iu  a  year, 
on  the  day  when  our  custom  is  for  everybody  to  keep  a. 
fast  to  God.  And  thus  much  concerning  the  city  and 
sanctuary,  but  about  the  customs  and  laws  thereto  re- 
lating I  shall  speak  more  fully  another  time ;  for  much 
remains  to  be  said  about  them. 

§  8.  As  to  the  tower  of  Antonia,^  it  was  situated  at 
the  corner  of  the  two  porticoes  of  the  first  temple  that 
faced  west  and  north ;  and  was  erected  upon  a  rock  fifty 
cubits  high  and  precipitous  throughout.  It  was  the  work 
of  king  Herod,  wherein  he  displayed  his  natural  mag- 
nificence. In  the  first  place,  the  rock  itself  was  covered 
over  with  smooth  tablets  of  stone  from  its  foundation, 
partly  for  ornament,  partly  that  any  one  who  either  tried 
to  get  up  or  down  it  might  slip ;  and  next,  before  the 
edifice  of  the  tower,  was  a  wall  three  cubits  high,  and 
within  that  wall  all  the  space  of  the  tower  of  Antonia 
was  raised  to  the  height  of  forty  cubits.  The  interior 
had  the  size  and  form  of  a  palace,  being  divided  into  all 
kinds  of  rooms  and  other  conveniences,  such  as  porticoes 
and  places  for  bathing,  and  broad  spaces  for  camps,  so 
that,  from  having  all  conveniences,  it  seemed  a  city,  but 
from  its  magnificence  it  seemed  a  palace.  And  the  entire 
structure  resembled  that  of  a  tower,  and  had  also  four  other 
towers,  namely  at  its  four  corners,  whereof  three  were  but 
fifty  cubits  high,  but  the  one  which  lay  at  the  south-east 
corner  was  seventy  cubits  high,  so  that  from  it  the  whole 
temple  could  be  viewed.  And  where  it  joined  the  two 
porticoes  of  the  temple,  it  had  passages  down  to  them 
both,  by  which  the  guard  descended  (for  there  always  lay 
in  this  tower  a  Roman  legion)  and  spread  among  the 
porticoes  fully  armed  at  the  Jewish  festivals,  in  order 
to  watch  the  people,  that  they  might  not  attempt  any  in- 
novation ;  for  the  temj^le  was  a  fortress  that  guarded  the 
city,  and  the  tower  Antonia  guarded  the  temple ;  and  in' 
that  tower  were  the  guards  of  all  three.  There  was  also  a 
private  fortress  belonging  to  the  upper  city,  which  was 

^  The  tower  Antonia  appears  to  have  (xenpied  the  north-west  corner 
of  the  Hardm  esk-Shcrif,  and  the  rock  on  Avhich  the  Turkish  Barracks 
now  stand. 
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Herod's  palace.^  As  for  the  hill  Bezetha,  it  was  divided 
from  the  tower  of  Antonia,  as  I  have  already  said,  and 
being  the  highest  of  all  joined  part  of  the  new  city,  and 
was  the  only  hill  that  shut  out  the  view  of  the  temple  on 
the  north.  Thus  much  shall  suffice  at  present  about  the 
city  and  walls,  as  I  propose  to  make  a  fuller  description 
elsewhere. 


CHAP.  VI. 

Concerning  the  Tyrants  Simon  and  John.  How  Nicanor 
was  wounded  by  a  Dart,  as  Titus  was  going  rouiid  the 
Wall  of  the  City  ;  which  Event  provoked  Titus  to  press  on 
the  Sieqe. 

§1-       .        . 

NOW  the  warlike  men  that  were  in  the  city,  and  the 
multitude  of  the  seditious  that  were  with  Simon,  were 
ten  thousand,  besides  the  Idumaeans,  and  these  ten  thou- 
sand had  fifty  commanders,  over  whom  Simon  was  supreme. 
And  the  Idumseans  that  joined  him  were  five  thousand, 
and  had  ten  commanders,  among  whom  those  of  greatest 
eminence  were  Jacob  the  son  of  Sosas,  and  Simon  the  son 
of  Cathlas.  And  John,  who  had  seized  upon  the  temple, 
had  six  thousand  armed  men  under  twenty  commanders  : 
the  Zealots  also  that  now  came  over  to  him,  and  left  off 
their  opposition,  were  two  thousand  four  hundred,  and  had 
the  same  leader  that  they  had  formerly,  Eleazar,  as  also 
Simon  the  son  of  Arus.  Now,  while  these  factions  fought 
against  one  another,  the  people  were  their  prey  on  both 
sides,  as  I  have  said  already,  and  those  of  the  people  who 
would  not  join  with  them  in  their  wicked  practices  were 
plundered  by  both  factions.  Now  Simon  held  the  upper 
city,^  and  the  great  wall  as  far  as  Cedron,  and  as  much  of 
the  old  wall  as  bent  from  Siloam  to  the  east,  and  which 
went  down  to  the  palace  of  Monobazus,  who  was  king  of 
the  Adiabeni   beyond  the  Euphrates :    he  also  held  the 

^  Herod's  palace  and  gardens  lay  to  the  south  of  the    '  Tower  of 
David.' 

^  The  western  hill  or  modern  Sion. 
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fountain,  and  Acra  (which  was  no  other  than  the  lower 
city),  and  all  that  reached  to  the  palace  of  queen  Helena, 
the  mother  of  Monobazus.  And  John  held  the  temple  and 
the  neighbouring  parts  for  a  great  way,  as  also  Oplila,'  and 
the  ravine  called  the  ravine  of  Cedron.  And  they  burnt 
all  the  space  between  them,  and  left  it  as  a  ground  whereon 
they  might  fight  against  each  other.  For  their  internal  dis- 
sensions did  not  cease  even  when  the  Romans  were  encamped 
near  their  walls,  and  although  they  had  grown  wiser  for  a 
while  at  the  first  attack  the  Romans  made  upon  them,  they 
returned  to  their  former  madness,  and  quarrelled  and 
fought  with  one  another  again,  and  did  every  thing  that 
the  besiegers  could  desire  them  to  do.  Nor  did  they  ever 
suffer  any  thing  worse  at  the  hands  of  the  Romans  than 
they  made  each  other  suffer,  nor  was  there  any  misery  ex- 
perienced by  the  city  after  them  that  could  be  considered 
new,  but  it  was  most  unhappy  of  all  before  it  fell,  while 
those  that  took  it  did  it  more  good.  For  I  venture  to 
affirm  that  faction  destroyed  the  city,  and  the  Romans  de- 
stroyed the  faction,  which  was  much  stronger  than  our 
walls.  So  we  may  reasonably  ascribe  our  misfortunes  to 
our  own  people,  but  only  justice  to  the  Romans.  But  as  to 
this  matter  let  every  one  determine  by  the  actions  on  both 
sides. 

§  2.  Now,  when  affairs  within  the  city  were  in  this  pos- 
ture, Titus  went  round  the  outside  of  the  city  with  some 
chosen  horsemen,  and  looked  about  for  a  fit  place  where  he 
might  attack  the  walls.  But  as  he  was  in  doubt  as  to  all 
sides  (for  approach  was  impossible  where  the  ravines 
were,  and  on  the  other  side  the  first  wall  appeared  too 
strong  for  the  engines),  he  thought  it  best  to  make  his  as- 
sault near  the  tomb  of  John  the  high  priest.  For  there 
the  first  fortification  was  lower,  and  the  second  was  not 
joined  to  it,  the  builders  neglecting  to  build  the  wall 
strong  where  the  new  city  was  not  much  inhabited ;  and 
there  was  an  easy  passage  to  the  third  wall,  through  which 
he  thought  to  take  the  upper  city,  and,  through  the  tower 
of  Antonia,  the  temi)le  itself.  Now,  as  he  was  going 
round  the  city,  one  of  his  friends,  whose  name  was  Nicauor^ 

^  Ophel,  south  of  the  Temple. 
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was  wounded  with  a  dart  on  his  left  shoulder,  as  he  ap- 
]>roached  with  Josephus  too  near  the  wall,  and  attempted 
to  discuss  terms  of  peace  with  those  that  were  upon  the 
wall,  for  he  was  a  person  not  unknown  to  them.  This 
circumstance  provoked  Titus,  who  recognized  by  it  their 
passion,  that  they  would  not  keep  their  hands  off  even 
such  as  approached  them  for  their  safety,  to  press  on  the 
siege.  He  also  at  the  same  time  gave  his  soldiers  leave 
to  ravage  the  suburbs,  and  ordered  them  to  bring  up 
timber  and  raise  banks  against  the  city.  And  when  he 
had  divided  his  army  into  three  parts  in  order  to  set  about 
those  works,  he  placed  the  archers  and  those  that  shot 
darts  in  the  midst  of  the  banks,  and  before  them  he  placed 
the  engines  that  threw  javelins  and  darts  and  stones,  that 
he  might  prevent  the  enemy  from  sallying  out  upon  their 
Avorks,  and  stop  those  on  the  wall  from  being  able  to  obstruct 
them.  So  the  trees  were  cut  down  immediately,  and  the 
suburbs  left  bare.  However,  the  Jews  did  not  remain  quiet, 
while  the  timber  was  being  brought  to  raise  the  banks, 
and  the  whole  army  was  earnestly  engaged  in  the  work. 
But  the  people  of  Jerusalem,  who  had  been  hitherto  plun- 
dered and  murdered,  now  felt  good  courage,  for  they  sup- 
posed they  would  have  breathing  time,  while  the  others 
were  busy  in  opposing  their  enemies  outside  the  city,  and 
that  they  would  now  be  avenged  on  those  that  had  been 
the  authors  of  their  miseries,  if  the  Romans  did  but  come 
off  victorious. 

§  3.  However,  John  remained  quiet  from  fear  of  Simon, 
even  though  his  own  men  were  anxious  to  make  a  sally 
upon  their  enemies  outside.  But  Simon  did  not  lie  still, 
for  he  was  near  the  besiegers,  but  placed  his  engines  of 
war  at  due  intervals  upon  the  wall,  both  those  which  they 
took  from  Cestius  formerly,  and  those  which  they  got  when 
they  captured  the  garrison  in  the  tower  of  Antonia.  But 
though  they  had  these  engines  in  their  possession,  most  of 
them  had  so  little  skill  in  using  them,  that  they  were  in  great 
measure  useless,  but  there  were  a  few  who  had  been  taught 
by  deserters  how  to  use  them,  and  they  used  them,  though 
in  an  awkward  manner.  They  also  threw  stones  and  shot 
arrows  from  the  wall  at  those  who  were  making  the  banks  ; 
they  also  ran  out  upon  them  in  companies,  and  engaged 
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with  them.  But  those  that  were  at  work  protected  them- 
selves with  spreading  hurdles  over  their  banks,  and  pointed 
their  engines  at  them  when  they  sallied  out  from  the  city. 
Now  the  engines  that  all  the  legions  had  prepared  were 
admirable,  but  especially  those  that  belonged  to  the  tenth 
legion,  for  their  engines  that  threw  darts  were  more  power- 
ful, and  those  that  threw  stones  were  larger  than  the  rest, 
so  that  they  not  only  repelled  the  sallies  of  the  Jews,  but 
also  knocked  down  those  that  were  upon  the  walls.  Now, 
the  stones  that  were  thrown  were  of  the  weight  of  a  talent, 
and  they  were  carried  two  furlongs  and  further ;  and  the  blow 
they  gave  was  irresistible,  not  only  to  those  that  stood  first 
in  the  way,  but  also  to  those  that  were  far  behind  them. 
As  for  the  Jews,  they  at  first  watched  the  coming  of  the 
stone,  for  it  was  white,  and  could  therefore  be  perceived 
not  only  by  the  great  noise  it  made,  but  could  be  seen  also 
before  it  came  because  of  its  brightness.  So  the  watchmen 
that  sat  upon  the  towers  gave  them  notice  when  the  engine 
was  let  ofl:  and  the  stone  projected,  and  cried  out  aloud  in 
their  national  language,  "  The  missile  is  coming."  ^  Then 
those  that  were  in  its  way  moved  out  of  it,  and  threw  them- 
selves down  flat  upon  the  ground  ;  and  by  their  taking  this 
precaution  the  stone  when  it  fell  did  them  no  harm.  But 
the  Romans  contrived  to  prevent  that  by  blacking  the  stone. 
They  could  then  aim  at  them  with  success,  when  the  stone 
was  not  seen  beforehand,  as  it  had  been  till  then,  and  so 
they  slew  many  at  one  blow.  However,  the  Jews  in  spite 
of  all  this  galling  fire  did  not  permit  the  Romans  to  raise 
their  banks  undisturbed  ;  but  with  ingenuity  and  boldness 
kept  repelling  them  both  by  night  and  day. 

§  4.  And  now,  upon  the  finishing  of  the  Roman  works, 
the  workmen  measured  the  distance  there  was  from  the 
wall  by  lead  and  line,  which  they  threw  from  their  banks, 
for  they  could  not  measure  it  otherwise,  as  the  Jews  shot 
at  them  from  above.  And  when  they  found  that  the  batter- 
ing-rams could  reach  the  wall,  they  brought  them  up,  and 
Titus  placed  his  catapults  at  certain  intervals  uearer  to  the 
wall,  that  the  Jews  might  not  be  able  to  repel  the  battering- 
rams,  and  gave  orders  that  these  last  should  go  to  work. 

'  Adopting  Hudson's  splendid  emendation,  Uq  instead  of  ulof. 
V.  D 
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And  when  thereupon  a  prodigious  noise  rang  all  round  on 
the  sudden  from  three  places,  there  was  a  great  cry  of  alarm 
raised  by  the  citizens  that  were  within  the  city,  and  no  less 
terror  fell  upon  the  seditious  themselves.  And  both  fac- 
tions, seeing  the  common  danger  they  were  in,  contrived  to 
make  common  defence.  So  the  different  factions  cried  out 
to  one  another  to  act  entirely  in  concert  because  of  their 
enemies ;  saying  they  ought,  anyhow,  in  their  present  circum- 
stances, if  Grod  did  not  grant  them  a  lasting  concord,  to 
lay  aside  their  enmity  against  one  another,  and  to  unite  to- 
gether against  the  Romans.  Accordingly,  Simon  gave 
those  in  the  temple  leave  by  proclamation  to  go  upon  the 
walls  ;  John  also  himself,  though  he  could  hardly  trust 
Simon,  gave  them  the  same  leave.  So  on  both  sides  they 
forgot  their  hatred  and  private  quarrels,  and  formed  them- 
selves into  one  body,  and  manned  the  walls,  and  having  a 
vast  number  of  torches,  threw  them  from  the  walls  at  the 
machines,  and  shot  darts  perpetually  at  those  who  impelled 
the  battering-rams.  Nay,  the  bolder  sort  leaped  out  en 
masse  upon  the  hurdles  that  covered  the  machines,  and 
2)ulled  them  to  pieces,  and  fell  upon  those  who  were  in  charge 
of  them,  and  got  the  better  of  them,  not  so  much  by  any 
skill  they  had,  as  by  their  daring.  However,  Titus  himself 
ceased  not  to  send  assistance  to  those  that  were  the  hardest 
pressed,  and  placed  both  horsemen  and  archers  on  each  side 
of  the  engines,  and  so  kept  off  those  that  tried  to  apply  fire  to 
them,  and  also  repelled  those  that  hurled  missiles  from  the 
towers,  and  then  set  the  battering-rams  to  work.  But  the 
wall  did  not  yield  to  these  blows,  excepting  where  the 
battering-ram  of  the  fifteenth  legion  knocked  off  the  comer 
of  a  tower,  while  the  wall  continued  unhurt ;  for  the  wall 
was  not  immediately  in  the  same  danger  as  the  tower,  for 
the  la,tter  jutted  out  along  way,  so  it  could  not  easily  break 
off  any  part  of  the  wall  with  itself. 

§  5.  And  now  the  Jews  intermitted  their  sallies  for  a 
while,  but  when  they  observed  the  Romans  dispersed  all 
abroad  at  their  works  and  in  their  various  camps,  (for  they 
thought  the  Jews  had  retired  from  weariness  and  fear,) 
they  all  at  once  made  a  sally  near  the  tower  Hippicus  ^ 

•  Near  the  Jafa  gate. 
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through  an  obscure  gate,  and  at  the  same  time  brought 
fire  to  burn  the  works,  and  went  boldly  up  to  the  Roeuians, 
and  to  their  very  fortifications.  And  at  the  cry  they  made, 
those  that  were  near  them  came  quickly  to  their  assistance, 
and  those  further  off  came  running  up.  And  the  boldness 
of  the  Jews  was  too  much  for  the  good  order  of  the  Romans, 
and  as  they  beat  those  whom  they  first  fell  upon,  so  they 
pressed  hard  those  that  were  now  gathered  together.  And 
the  fight  round  the  machines  was  very  hot,  for  the  Jews 
tried  hard  to  set  them  on  fire,  and  the  Romans  to  prevent 
this  ;  and  on  both  sides  there  was  a  confused  cry  raised,  and 
many  of  those  in  the  forefront  of  the  battle  were  slain. 
However,  the  Jews  had  the  best  of  it  from  their  desperate 
valour,  and  the  fire  caught  hold  of  the  works,  and  both  all 
those  works,  and  the  engines  themselves,  would  have  been 
in  danger  of  being  burnt,  had  not  most  of  the  picked  sol- 
diers from  Alexandria  resisted  this,  and  behaved  with 
courage  such  as  surprised  even  themselves,  for  they  out- 
did in  this  fight  those  that  had  greater  reputation  than 
themselves.  Such  was  the  state  of  things  till  Titus 
took  the  stoutest  of  his  horsemen,  and  attacked  the 
enemy,  and  slew  with  his  own  hand  twelve  of  those 
that  were  in  the  van  of  the  Jews ;  and  at  the  death 
of  these  men  the  rest  of  the  multitude  gave  way,  and  he 
pursued  them,  and  drove  them  all  into  the  city,  and  saved 
the  works  from  fire.  Now,  it  happened  in  this  fight,  that 
a  certain  Jew  was  taken  alive,  and  he  by  Titus'  order  was 
crucified  before  the  walls,  to  see  whether  the  rest  of  them 
would  be  terrified  at  the  sight  and  give  in.  And  after  the 
retreat  John,  who  was  commander  of  the  Idumaeans,  and 
was  talking  to  a  certain  soldier  of  his  acquaintance  before 
the  wall,  was  wounded  in  the  breast  by  a  dart  shot  at  him 
by  an  Arabian,  and  died  immediately,  leaving  the  greatest 
grief  to  the  Jews,  and  sorrow  to  the  seditious.  For  he  was 
distinguished  both  in  action  and  for  intelligence. 
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CHAR  VII. 

How  one  of  the  Towers  erected  hy  the  Romans  fell  down  of 
its  oivn  accord ;  and  how  the  Bomans  after  great  Slaughter 
got  possession  of  the  first  Wall.  Also  how  Titus  made 
Assault  upon  the  second  Wall ;  also  concerning  Longinns 
the  Roman,  and  Castor  the  Jew. 

THE  following  night  an  unexpected  panic  fell  upon  the 
Romans.  For  whereas  Titus  had  given  orders  for  the 
erection  of  three  towers  fifty  cubits  high,  that  by  setting 
men  upon  them  at  every  bank,  he  might  from  thence  drive 
back  those  who  were  upon  the  wall,  it  so  happened  that 
one  of  these  towers  fell  down  about  midnight.  And  as  its 
fall  made  a  very  great  noise,  a  panic  fell  upon  the  army, 
and  they  all  ran  to  arms,  supposing  that  the  enemy  was 
coming  to  attack  them.  And  a  disturbance  and  tumult 
arose  among  the  legions,  and  as  no  one  could  tell  what  had 
happened,  they  were  in  the  greatest  anxiety  and  doubt,  and 
as  no  enemy  appeared,  they  were  afraid  of  one  another, 
and  every  one  demanded  of  his  neighbour  the  watchword 
with  great  earnestness,  as  though  the  Jews  had  invaded 
their  camp.  And  now  they  were  like  people  beset  by  a 
panic  fear,  till  Titus  was  informed  of  what  had  happened, 
and  gave  orders  that  all  should  be  acquainted  with  the 
real  state  of  things,  and  then,  though  not  without  some 
difficulty,  they  got  rid  of  their  alarm. 

§  2.  Now  these  towers  very  much  harassed  the  Jews,  who 
otherwise  opposed  the  Romans  very  courageously  ;  for  they 
were  shot  at  by  the  enemy's  lighter  engines  from  those 
towers,  as  also  by  the  javelin-men  and  archers  and  sliugers. 
For  the  Jews  could  not  get  at  them  because  of  their  height ; 
and  it  was  not  practicable  to  take  the  towers,  or  to  overturn 
them,  because  they  were  so  heavy,  or  to  set  them  on  fire, 
because  they  were  covered  with  plates  of  iron.  So  they 
retired  out  of  the  reach  of  the  darts,  and  no  longer  en- 
deavoured to  hinder  the  shocks  of  the  battering-rams, 
which  by  continually  beating  at  the  wall  gradually  pre- 
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vailed  against  it.  And  as  the  wall  already  crave  way  to 
Nicon  ^  (for  by  that  name  did  the  Jews  themselves  call  the 
largest  of  the  Eoman  battering-rams,  because  it  conquered 
all  things),  and  they  were  now  for  a  long  while  grown 
weary  of  fighting  and  mounting  guard,  and  of  bivouacking 
at  a  distance  from  the  city,  most  grew  faint-hearted  and 
retired,  especially  as  from  their  sloth  and  ill-advisedness 
on  all  occasions  they  thought  it  superfluous  to  guard  the 
wall,  there  being,  besides  that,  two  other  walls  still  re- 
maining. Then  the  Eomans  mounted  the  breach,  where 
Nicon  ^  had  made  one,  and  all  the  Jews  left  guarding  that 
wall,  and  retired  to  the  second  wall.  So  the  Romans  that 
had  got  over  that  wall  oj^ened  the  gates,  and  admitted  all 
the  army.  Thus  did  the  Romans  get  possession  of  the 
first  wall  on  the  fifteenth  day  of  the  siege,  which  was  the 
seventh  day  of  the  month  Artemisius,  when  they  i-ased 
to  the  ground  a  great  part  of  it,  as  they  did  also  to  the 
noi*tliern  parts  of  the  city,  which  had  been  also  demolished 
by  Cestius  formerly. 

§  3.  And  now  Titus  pitched  his  camp  within  the  city,  at 
the  place  which  was  called  the  Camp  of  the  Assyrians,^ 
occupying  all  that  lay  between  as  far  as  Cedron,  but  taking 
care  to  be  so  far  from  the  second  wall  as  to  be  out  of  reach 
of  the  Jews'  darts,  and  at  once  began  his  attacks  upon  it. 
Upon  this  the  Jews  divided  themselves  into  several  bodies, 
and  courageously  defended  the  second  wall,  while  John  and 
his  men  fought  from  the  tower  of  Antonia,  and  from  the 
north  portico  of  the  temple,  and  before  the  tomb  of  king 
Alexander ;  and  Simon's  division  occupied  the  spot  of 
ground  near  John's  tomb,  and  fortified  it  as  far  as  the  gate ' 
where  water  was  brought  in  to  the  tower  Hippicus.  And 
the  Jews  frequently  made  violent  sallies  en  masse  from  the 
gates,  and  fought  the  Romans,  and  when  they  were  pur- 
sued all  together  to  the  wall,  they  were  beaten  in  those 
conflicts,  lacking  the  skill  of  the  Romans,  but  they  got 
the  best  of  it  in  the  battles  from  the  walls.  And  the 
Romans  were  encouraged  by  their  power  joined  to  their 

^  That  is,  conqueror. 

-  Apparently  in  the  north-west  portion  of  the  modern  city,  between 
the  Church  of  the  Holy  Sepulchre  and  the  city  wall. 
'  A  gate  on  or  near  the  site  of  the  present  Jajfa  gate. 
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skill,  as  the  Jews  were  by  their  boldness,  which  was 
nourished  by  the  fear  they  were  in,  and  that  stoutness 
which  is  natural  to  our  nation  under  calamities  ;  they  were 
also  encouraged  still  more  by  the  hope  of  deliverance,  as 
the  Romans  were  by  their  hopes  of  subduing  them  in  a 
little  time.  So  neither  side  grew  weary  ;  but  attacks  and 
fightings  upon  the  walls,  and  perpetual  sallies  out  in 
bodies,  took  place  all  day  long ;  nor  was  there  any  mode 
of  fighting  that  was  not  then  put  in  use.  Nay,  night  itself 
scarcely  stopped  them,  though  they  began  to  fight  in  the 
morning,  for  night  was  passed  without  sleep  on  both  sides, 
and  was  more  trying  than  the  day  to  them,  for  the  Jews 
were  afraid  lest  the  wall  would  be  taken,  and  the  Romans 
lest  the  Jews  should  attack  their  camps  :  so  both  sides  spent 
all  night  in  their  armour  and  were  therefore  ready  to  fight 
at  the  first  dawn  of  light.  And  the  rivalry  among  the  Jews 
was  who  should  first  undergo  danger,  and  so  gratify  their 
commanders,  and  they  had  a  great  veneration  and  dread 
of  Simon  above  all,  for  to  that  degree  was  he  regarded  by 
every  one  of  those  that  were  under  him,  that  at  his  com- 
mand they  were  very  ready  to  kill  themselves  with  their 
ovm  hands.  And  what  made  the  Romans  so  courageous 
was  their  usual  habit  of  conquering,  and  their  inexperience 
of  defeat,  and  their  constant  wars,  and  their  perj^etual  drill, 
and  the  grandeur  of  their  empire ;  and  above  all  the  con- 
stant presence  of  Titus  everywhere.  For  it  appeared  dis- 
graceful to  play  the  coward  when  tlieir  Prince  was  present 
and  fought  bravely  with  them,  and  was  himself  at  once  an 
eye-witness  of  such  as  behaved  themselves  valiantly,  and 
was  there  to  reward  them  also  ;  so  it  was  esteemed  an  ad- 
vantage to  have  one's  valour  known  to  the  Prince,  which 
made  many  display  more  valour  than  their  strength  war- 
ranted. For  example,  as  the  Jews  were  about  this  time 
standing  in  battle-array  in  a  strong  body  before  the  wall, 
while  both  parties  were  throwing  their  darts  at  each  other 
from  a  distance,  Longinus,  one  of  equestrian  order,  leaped 
out  of  the  army  of  the  Romans,  and  leaped  into  the  very 
midst  of  the  army  of  the  Jews  ;  and  as  they  dispersed  upon 
this  attack,  he  slew  two  of  their  bravest  men,  striking  one 
of  them  in  the  mouth  as  he  was  coming  to  meet  him,  and 
slaying  the  other  with  the  very  spear  which  he  drew  out 
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of  the  body  of  the  first,  with  which  lie  had  pierced  him 
through  the  side,  as  he  was  running-  away  from  him ;  and 
when  he  had  done  this,  he  got  back  safe  from  the  midst  of 
his  enemies  to  his  own  side.  Thus  did  he  distinguish 
himself  for  his  valour,  and  there  were  many  who  were  am- 
bitious of  gaining  the  like  reputation  for  bravery.  And 
now  the  Jews  were  unconcerned  at  what  they  suffered 
at  the  hands  of  the  Romans,  and  were  only  solicitous 
about  what  harm  they  could  do  them  ;  and  death  itself 
seemed  a  very  small  matter  to  them,  if  at  the  same  time 
as  they  fell  they  could  but  kill  one  of  their  enemies.  But 
Titus  considered  the  personal  safety  of  his  soldiers  as 
important  as  their  victory,  and  he  said  that  inconsiderate 
valour  was  madness,  and  that  that  alone  was  true  courage 
that  was  joined  with  prudence.  He  therefore  commanded 
his  men  to  take  care  when  they  fought  their  enemies  that 
they  received  no  harm  from  them,  and  so  to  show  them- 
selves to  be  truly  valiant  men. 

§  4.  And  now  Titus  brought  up  his  battering-ram  to  the 
middle  tower  of  the  north  wall,  where  a  certain  crafty  Jew, 
whose  name  was  Castor,  lay  in  ambush  with  ten  others 
like  himself,  the  rest  having  fled  away  because  of  the 
archers.  These  men  lay  still  for  a  while  crouching  under 
their  breastworks,  but  when  the  tower  began  to  rock 
they  rose  up,  and  Castor  stretched  out  his  hands  as  a 
petitioner,  and  called  for  Titus,  and  begged  him  in  a  miser- 
able voice  to  have  mercy  upon  them.  And  Titus,  in  his 
simplicity,  believing  him  to  be  in  eai-nest,  and  hoping  that 
the  Jews  did  now  repent,  stopped  the  working  of  the  batter- 
ing-ram, and  forbade  them  to  shoot  at  these  suppliants, 
and  bade  Castor  say  what  he  wished.  And  when  he  said  that 
he  would  come  down,  if  Titus  would  give  him  his  right 
hand  for  his  security,  Titus  replied  that  he  was  well  pleased 
at  his  good  sense,  and  would  be  well  pleased  if  all  the  Jews 
were  of  the  same  mind,  and  that  he  was  ready  to  offer  the 
same  security  to  the  city.  Now  five  of  the  ten  dissembled 
with  him,  and  pretended  to  beg  for  mercy,  while  the  rest 
cried  out  aloud  that  they  would  never  be  slaves  to  the 
Romans,  when  it  was  in  their  power  to  die  free.  Now 
while  these  men  were  quarrelling  for  a  long  while,  the 
attack  was  delayed,  and   Castor  sent  to  Simon,  and  told 
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liim  that  he  might  take  his  time  to  deliberate  about  urgent 
matters,  for  he  himself  would  elude  the  power  of  the 
Eomans  for  a  considerable  time.  And  at  the  same  time 
that  he  sent  this  message,  he  appeared  openly  to  exhort 
those  that  were  unwilling  to  accept  Titus'  offer  of  security ; 
but  they  seemed  very  angry  at  this,  and  brandished  their 
naked  swords  upon  the  breastworks,  and  struck  themselves 
upon  their  breastplates,  and  fell  down  as  if  they  had  been 
slain.  Thereupon  Titus,  and  those  that  were  with  him, 
were  amazed  at  the  courage  of  the  men ;  and  as  they  were 
not  able,  being  on  lower  ground,  to  see  exactly  what  was 
taking  place,  they  marvelled  at  their  great  fortitude,  and 
pitied  their  calamity.  Meantime  a  certain  person  shot  a  dart 
at  Castor,  and  wounded  him  in  the  nose,  whereupon  he  at 
once  pulled  out  the  dart,  and  showed  it  to  Titus,  and  com- 
plained that  this  was  unfair  treatment.  And  Titus  reproved 
him  that  shot  the  dart,  and  sent  Josephus,  who  stood  by 
him,  to  offer  his  right  hand  to  Castor.  But  Josephus  said 
that  he  would  not  go  to  him,  for  these  petitioners  meant 
nothing  that  was  good  ;  he  also  restrained  those  friends  of 
his  who  were  anxious  to  go.  But  one  ^neas,  a  deserter, 
said  he  would  go  to  him.  Castor  also  called  out  to  them, 
that  somebody  should  come  and  receive  the  money  which 
he  had  with  him  ;  which  made  ^neas  the  more  earnestly 
run  to  him  with  his  bosom  oj^en.  Then  Castor  took  up 
a  great  stone,  and  threw  it  at  him,  which  missed  him 
because  he  guarded  himself  against  it,  but  it  wounded 
another  soldier  who  was  advancing.  When  Titus  under- 
stood that  this  was  a  trick,  he  saw  that  mercy  in  war  is  a 
pernicious  thing,  because  such  cunning  tricks  have  less 
scope  for  them  in  the  school  of  severity.  So  he  set  his 
battering-ram  to  work  more  strongly  than  before,  because  of 
his  anger  at  the  trick  put  upon  him.  But  Castor  and  his 
companions  set  the  tower  on  fire  when  it  began  to  give 
way,  and  leaped  through  the  flames  into  a  hidden  vault 
that  was  under  it,  which  made  the  Eomans  again  suppose 
that  they  were  men  of  great  courage,  as  having  cast  them- 
selves into  the  fire. 
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CHAP.   VIII. 

Ho IV  the  Romans  took  the  second  Wall  twice,  and  got  ready 
for  tahing  the  third  Wall. 

§1- 

NOW  Titus  took  the  second  wall  the  fifth  day  after  he 
had  taken  the  first,  and  as  the  Jews  fled  from  it,  he 
entered  inside  it  with  a  thousand  armed  men,  and  those  his 
choice  troops,  at  the  place  where  were  the  wool  market  and 
smiths'  shops,  and  the  market  for  garments,  of  New  Town,' 
and  where  the  narrow  streets  led  obliquely  to  the  wall.  Now 
if  Titus  had  either  demolished  a  considerable  part  of  the 
wall  immediately,  or  on  entering  in  had,  according  to  the 
law  of  war,  destroyed  what  was  left,  his  victory  would  not, 
I  suppose,  have  been  mixed  with  any  detriment  to  himself. 
But  as  it  was,  out  of  the  hope  he  had  that  he  should  make 
the  Jews  ashamed  of  their  obstinacy,  by  his  showing  him- 
self unwilling  though  he  was  able  to  afflict  them  more  than 
was  actually  necessary,  he  did  not  widen  the  breach  of 
the  wall  to  make  retreat  easy  upon  occasion ;  for  he  did 
not  think  those  whom  he  thought  of  benefiting  would 
lay  snares  for  him.  When  therefore  he  entered  in,  he 
did  not  permit  his  soldiers  to  kill  any  of  those  they 
captured,  nor  to  set  fire  to  their  houses,  nay,  he  gave 
leave  to  the  seditious,  if  they  had  a  mind  to  fight  with- 
out any  harm  to  the  people,  to  do  so,  and  promised  to 
restore  the  people's  effects  to  them.  For  he  was  very  de- 
sirous to  preserve  the  city  for  himself,  and  the  temple  for 
the  city.  As  to  the  people,  they  had  been  for  a  long  time 
ready  to  comply  with  his  proposals,  but  to  the  fighting 
men  this  humanity  of  his  seemed  weakness,  and  they  im- 
agined that  Titus  made  these  offers  because  he  was  not 
able  to  take  the  whole  city.  They  also  threatened  death 
to  the  people,  if  any  one  of  them  should  say  a  word  about 
surrender,  and  cut  the  throats  of  such  as  talked  of  peace, 
and  attacked  the  Eomans  that  had  come  inside  the  wall, 

'  On  Bezetha. 
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some  meeting  them  in  the  narrow  streets,  and  some  fight- 
ing from  their  houses,  and  others  made  a  sally  at  the 
upper  gates  outside  the  wall,  at  whom  those  that  guarded 
the  wall  were  so  frightened,  that  they  leaped  down  from 
their  towers,  and  retired  to  their  camps.  Upon  this  a 
great  shouting  w^as  made  by  the  Romans  that  were  within, 
because  they  were  surrounded  on  every  side  by  their  enemies ; 
as  also  by  those  Romans  that  were  without,  because  they 
were  in  fear  for  those  that  were  left  in  the  city.  And  the 
Jews  kept  continually  flocking  up,  and  had  great  advan- 
tage over  the  Romans  from  their  knowledge  of  the  narrow 
streets,  and  they  wounded  many  of  them,  and  fell  upon 
them  and  drove  them  out  of  the  city.  Now  these  Romans 
were  forced  to  make  the  best  resistance  they  could,  for 
they  were  not  able  to  get  out  en  masse  at  the  narrow  breach 
in  the  wall ;  indeed  it  is  probable  that  all  those  who  had 
entered  in  would  have  been  cut  to  pieces,  had  not  Titus 
come  to  their  aid.  For  he  ordered  the  archers  to  stand  at 
the  upper  ends  of  the  narrow  streets,  and  stood  himself 
where  the  greatest  number  of  the  enemy  was,  and  with  his 
darts  kept  them  back,  as  did  also  Domitius  Sabinus  with 
him,  a  valiant  man,  and  one  that  in  this  battle  showed 
himself  so.  And  Titus  continued  to  shoot  darts  at  the 
Jews  perpetually,  to  hinder  them  from  coming  at  his  men, 
until  all  his  soldiers  had  withdrawn. 

§  2.  Thus  were  the  Romans  driven  out,  after  they  had 
got  possession  of  the  second  wall.  Whereupon  the  fighting 
men  that  were  in  the  city  were  lifted  up  in  their  minds, 
and  elated  at  their  success,  and  began  to  think  that  the 
Romans  would  never  venture  to  come  into  the  city  any 
more,  and  that,  if  they  themselves  fought,  they  would  not 
be  any  more  beaten.  For  God  had  blinded  their  minds 
because  of  the  transgressions  they  had  been  guilty  of,  nor 
did  they  realize  how  much  greater  forces  the  Romans  had 
than  those  that  were  now  repelled,  any  more  than  they  saw 
that  famine  was  creeping  upon  them.  For  they  could  still 
feed  themselves  on  the  public  miseries,  and  drink  the 
blood  of  the  city.  But  now  poverty  had  for  a  long  time 
seized  upon  the  good,  and  a  great  many  had  already  died 
from  want  of  necessaries  ;  but  the  factious  thought  the 
destruction  of  the  people  a  relief  to  themselves.     For  they 
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desired  that  none  might  be  preserved  but  such  as  were 
against  a  peace  with  the  Romans,  and  were  resolved  to  live 
in  opposition  to  them,  and  they  were  pleased  when  those 
of  the  contrary  opinion  died  oif  en  masse,  as  being  then 
freed  from  a  heavy  burden.  Such  was  their  disposition  of 
mind  with  regard  to  those  who  were  within  the  city.  And 
they  covered  themselves  with  their  armour,  and  tried  to 
prevent  the  Romans  who  were  trying  to  get  into  the  city 
again,  and  fortified  with  their  own  bodies  the  breach  in  the 
wall.  Thus  did  they  valiantly  defend  themselves  for  three 
days  ;  but  on  the  fourth  day  they  could  not  hold  out  against 
the  energy  of  Titus'  assault,  but  were  compelled  to  flee 
where  they  had  fled  before.  So  he  got  possession  again 
of  the  wall,  and  at  once  rased  it  to  the  ground  entirely  ; 
and  when  he  had  put  a  garrison  into  the  towers  that  were 
on  the  south  of  the  city,  he  considered  how  he  might  storm 
the  third  wall. 


CHAP.  IX. 

As  the  Jews  were  not  at  all  mollified  by  his  leaving  off  the 
Siege  for  a  while,  Titus  set  himself  again  to  'prosecute  the 
same ;  hid  soon  sent  Josephus  to  treat  with  his  fellow - 
countrymen  about  Peace. 

§1- 

TITUS  now  determined  to  relax  the  siege  for  a  little 
while,  and  to  afford  the  factious  an  interval  for  consi- 
deration, and  to  see  whether  the  rasing  to  the  ground  of 
their  second  wall  would  not  make  them  a  little  more  com- 
pliant, or  the  fear  of  famine  (for  the  spoils  they  had  got 
by  rapine  would  not  be  sufficient  for  them  long),  and  he 
made  use  of  this  relaxation  in  order  to  compass  his  own 
ends.  Accordingly,  when  the  appointed  time  came  for 
him  to  distribute  provision-money  to  the  soldiers,  he  gave 
orders  that  his  commanders  should  draw  up  the  army  in 
battle-array  in  the  face  of  the  enemy,  and  then  give  every 
one  of  the  soldiers  their  pay.  Then  the  soldiers,  according 
to  custom,  opened  the  cases  in  which  their  arms  before  lay 
covered,  and  marched  with  their  breastplates  on,  and  the 
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cavalry  led  their  horses  in  their  fine  trappings.  Then  did 
the  places  before  the  city  glitter  with  silver  and  gold  a  long 
way  ;  nor  was  any  thing  so  agreeable  to  Titus'  own  men,  or 
so  terrible  to  the  enemy,  as  that  sight.  For  the  whole  of 
the  ancient  wall,  and  the  north  side  of  the  temple,  was  full 
of  spectators,  and  one  might  see  the  houses  full  of  people 
peeping  out  to  look  at  them  ;  nor  was  there  any  part  of  the 
city  which  was  not  covered  with  people.  And  a  very  great 
(Consternation  seized  upon  the  boldest,  when  they  saw  all 
the  army  in  one  place,  and  observed  the  fineness  of  their 
arms,  and  the  good  order  of  the  men.  And  I  cannot  but 
think  that  the  factious  would  have  changed  their  minds  at 
that  sight,  had  not  the  crimes  they  had  committed  against 
the  peoj^le  been  so  dreadful,  that  they  despaired  of  forgive- 
ness from  the  Romans  ;  and  as  they  believed  that  death 
with,  torture  would  be  their  punishment  if  they  sui'ren- 
dered,  they  thought  it  much  better  to  die  in  war.  Fate 
also  so  far  prevailed  over  them,  that  the  innocent  had  to 
perish  with  the  guilty,  and  the  city  was  doomed  to  destruc- 
tion with  the  seditious  that  were  in  it. 

§  2.  Now  the  Romans  spent  four  days  in  distributing  their 
provision-money  to  the  several  legions.  But  on  the  fifth 
day,  as  no  proposal  for  peace  came  from  the  Jews,  Titus 
divided  his  legions  into  two  parts,  and  began  to  raise  banks 
both  at  the  tower  of  Antonia  ^  and  at  John's  tomb,  intend- 
ing to  take  the  upper  city  at  that  tomb,  and  the  temple  at 
the  tower  of  Antonia ;  for  if  the  temple  were  not  taken, 
it  would  be  dangerous  to  occupy  the  city.  So  at  each  of 
these  places  he  raised  banks,  each  legion  raising  one.  As 
for  those  that  worked  at  John's  tomb,  the  Idumaeans  and 
Simon's  soldiers  made  sallies  upon  them,  and  hindered 
their  work,  while  John's  party  and  the  multitude  of 
Zealots  did  the  same  to  those  who  were  before  the  tower  of 
Antonia.  The  Jews  were  now  too  much  for  the  Romans, 
not  only  in  direct  fighting,  because  they  stood  upon  higher 
ground,  but  also  because  they  had  now  learned  to  use  their 
engines,  for  their  continual  use  of  them  one  day  after  an- 
other by  degrees  improved  their  skill.    For  they  had  three 

^  The  two  attacks  were  at  Antonia,  at  the  north-west  corner  of  the 
Hardm  esh-Sherif ;  and  at  John's  tomb,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Jaffa 
p:ate. 
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liuudred  engines  for  darts,  and  forty  for  stones,  and  bv 
them  they  made  it  more  difficult  for  the  Romans  to  raise 
their  banks.  But  Titus,  knowing  that  the  city  would  be 
either  saved  or  destroyed  for  himself,  not  only  pressed 
on  the  siege,  but  did  not  neglect  to  exhort  the  Jews  to  re- 
pentance. So  he  mixed  counsel  with  action,  and  being 
aAvare  that  argument  is  frequently  more  effectual  than 
force,  he  urged  them  to  surrender  the  city  which  was  now  in 
a  manner  already  taken,  and  so  to  save  themselves,  and  sent 
Josephus  to  speak  to  them  in  their  own  language,  for  he 
imagined  they  might  yield  to  the  persuasion  of  a  fellow- 
countryman  of  their  own. 

§  3.  So  Josephus  went  round  the  wall,  and  tried  to  find 
a  place  that  was  out  of  reach  of  their  darts,  and  yet  within 
their  hearing,  and  besought  them  in  many  words  to  spare 
themselves  and  the  people,  and  to  spare  their  country  and 
temple,  and  not  to  be  more  hard-hearted  in  these  matters 
than  foreigners.  For  the  Eomans,  though  they  had  no  part 
in  those  things,  respected  what  their  enemies  regarded  as 
sacred,  and  had  till  now  kept  their  hands  off  them,  while 
those  who  were  brought  up  among  them,  and  who,  if  they 
were  preserved,  would  be  the  only  people  that  would  reap 
the  benefit  of  them,  were  urgent  to  have  them  destroyed. 
Moreover,  they  had  seen  their  strongest  walls  rased  to  the 
ground,  and  the  wall  still  remaining  was  weaker  than  those 
that  had  been  taken ;  and  they  knew  the  power  of  the  Romans 
was  invincible,  and  to  serve  them  was  no  new  experience. 
And  if  it  was  noble  to  fight  for  liberty,  that  ought  to  have 
been  done  at  first ;  for  after  having  once  fallen  under  the 
power  of  the  Romans,  and  having  submitted  to  them  for 
so  long  a  time,  then  to  try  to  shake  off  their  yoke  was  the 
action  of  such  as  had  a  mind  to  die  miserably,  not  of  such 
as  were  lovers  of  liberty.  Besides,  it  was  right  to  despise 
ignoble  masters,  but  not  those  who  had  all  things  under 
their  feet.  For  what  parts  of  the  world  had  escaped  the 
Romans,  unless  such  as  were  of  no  use  either  from  intense 
heat  or  intense  cold  ?  And  it  was  evident  that  fortune  had 
on  all  sides  been  transferred  to  them,  and  that  God,  who 
had  given  all  the  nations  power  in  turn,  had  now  settled  in 
Italy.  Moreover,  it  was  a  strong  and  fixed  law,  among 
brute  beasts  as  well  as  among  men,  to  yield  to  those  that. 
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were  too  strong  for  them,  and  that  the  dominion  should  be 
with  those  who  were  supreme  in  war.  That  was  why  their 
forefathers,  who  were  far  superior  to  them  both  in  souls 
and  bodies  and  other  advantages  besides,  had  yet  submitted 
to  the  Romans,  which  they  would  not  have  done,  had  they 
not  known  that  Grod  was  with  them.  As  for  themselves, 
what  did  they  rely  on  in  holding  out,  when  most  of  their 
city  was  already  taken,  and  when  those  that  were  within  it 
were  in  greater  misery  than  if  they  had  been  taken,  if  their 
walls  were  still  standing  ?  For  the  Romans  were  not  unac- 
quainted with  the  famine  which  was  in  the  city,  whereby 
the  people  were  already  consumed,  and  the  fighting  men 
would  soon  be  so  too.  For  even  if  the  Romans  should  raise 
the  siege,  and  not  fall  upon  the  city  with  their  swords 
in  their  hands,  yet  was  there  an  irresistible  war  that  be- 
set them  within,  and  grew  bigger  every  hour,  unless  indeed 
they  were  able  to  wage  war  with  famine,  and  fight  against 
it,  or  could  alone  of  mankind  conquer  their  natural  appe- 
tites. He  added  further,  that  it  would  be  well  to  change 
their  conduct,  before  their  calamities  were  become  incur- 
able, and  to  have  recourse  to  safety  while  they  had  oppor- 
tunity. For  the  Romans  would  not  bear  malice  for  their 
past  actions,  unless  they  persevered  in  their  obstinate  be- 
haviour to  the  end ;  for  they  were  by  nature  mild  in  their 
conquests,  and  preferred  what  was  expedient  to  gratifying 
their  passions.  And  w^hat  advantage  could  there  be  in 
having  a  city  empty  of  inhabitants,  and  a  desert  region  ? 
That  was  why  Titus  was  now  willing  to  offer  them  his 
right  hand ;  whereas,  if  he  took  the  city  by  force,  he  would 
not  spare  any  of  them,  especially  if  they  rejected  his  offers 
in  this  their  dire  distress.  For  the  walls  that  were  already 
taken  assured  him  that  the  third  wall  could  not  but  be 
quickly  taken  also  ;  and,  even  if  their  fortifications  should 
prove  too  strong  for  the  Romans  to  break  through  them, 
yet  would  famine  fight  for  the  Romans  against  them. 

§  4.  While  Josephus  was  making  this  exhortation  to  the 
Jews,  many  of  them  jested  at  him  from  the  wall,  and  many 
railed  at  him,  nay,  some  threw  their  darts  at  him.  And  as 
he  could  not  persuade  them  by  open  advice,  he  betook  him- 
self to  the  history  of  their  nation,  and  cried  out,  '*  O  miserable 
people,  and  unmindful  of  your  own  helpers,  will  you  fight 
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with  weapons  and  hand  to  hand  against  the  Romans? 
When  did  we  ever  conquer  any  other  nation  by  such  means  ? 
and  when  did  God,  the  creator  of  the  Jews,  not  avenge  them 
when  they  had  been  injured  ?  Will  not  you  turn  and  con- 
sider what  made  you  fight  with,  such  success,  and  how  great 
a  divine  helper  you  have  profanely  abused  ?  Will  not  you 
recall  to  mind  the  prodigious  things  done  for  your  fore- 
fathers, and  with  regard  to  this  holy  place,  how  great 
enemies  of  yours  God  in  days  of  old  subdued  unto  you  ? 
I  indeed  tremble  to  declare  the  works  of  God  to  people 
unworthy  to  hear  them:  however,  hearken  to  me,  that 
you  may  know  that  you  are  fighting  not  only  against 
the  Romans,  but  also  against  God  himself.  In  old 
times  one  Necliao  king  of  Egypt  (who  was  also  called 
Pharaoh)  came  with  a  countless  army  of  soldiers,  and 
seized  queen  Sarah,  the  mother  of  our  nation.  What 
did  Abraham  our  progenitor  then  do  ?  Did  he  defend 
himself  against  this  tyrant  by  war,  although  he  had  three 
hundred  and  eighteen  captains  under  him,  and  an  immense 
army  under  each  of  them,  or  did  he  deem  them  no  number 
at  all  without  God's  assistance,  and  only  spread  out  his 
hands  towards  this  holy  place,  which  you  have  now  polluted, 
and  enlisted  God  as  his  invincible  supporter  ?  Was  not  his 
queen  sent  back  undefiled  to  her  husband  the  very  next 
evening,  while  the  king  of  Egypt  fled  away,  adoring  this 
place  which  you  have  defiled  by  shedding  therein  the  blood 
of  your  own  countrymen,  and  trembling  at  the  visions 
which  he  saw  in  the  night-season,  and  bestowing  both  silver 
and  gold  on  the  Hebrews,  as  on  people  beloved  by  God  ? 
Shall  I  be  silent,  or  speak  of  the  removal  of  our  fathers 
into  Egypt,  who,  when  they  were  used  tyrannically,  and 
had  fallen  under  the  power  of  foreign  kings  for  four  hun- 
dred years  together,  though  they  might  have  defended 
themselves  by  war  and  by  fighting,  did  yet  do  nothing  but 
commit  themselves  to  God  ?  Who  is  there  that  does  not 
know  that  Egypt  was  over-run  with  all  sorts  of  wild  beasts, 
and  harassed  by  all  sorts  of  plagues,  that  their  land  did  not 
bring  forth  its  fruit,  that  the  water  of  the  Nile  failed,  and 
that  the  ten  plagues  of  Egypt  followed  one  upon  another, 
and  that  owing  to  this  our  fathers  were  sent  away  with  a 
guard  without   any   bloodshed,  and  without  running  any 
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danger,  because  God  conducted  tliem  as  his  peculiar  ser- 
vants? Moreover,  did  not  Palestine  groan  under  the 
ravage  the  Assyrians  made,  when  they  carried  away  our 
sacred  ark  ?  And  did  not  their  idol  Dagon  groan,  as  also 
the  entire  nation  of  those  that  carried  the  ark  away ;  for 
they  were  smitten  with  a  loathsome  disease  in  the  secret 
parts  of  their  bodies,  and  their  very  bowels  came  down 
with  what  they  had  eaten,  till  those  hands  that  stt^le  the 
ark  away  were  obliged  to  bring  it  back  again,  and  that 
with  the  sound  of  cymbals  and  kettledrums,  and  with 
oblations  to  appease  the  anger  of  God  for  the  violation  of 
his  holy  ark  ?  God  was  then  our  general,  and  accomplished 
those  great  things  for  our  fathers,  because  they  did  not 
meddle  with  war  and  fighting,  but  committed  it  to  him  to 
judge  about  the  affair.  When  Sennacherib,  king  of  the 
Assvrians,  brought  in  his  train  all  Asia,  and  encompassed 
tliis*^  city  with  his  army,  did  he  fall  by  the  hands  of 
men  ?  Were  not  those  hands  lifted  up  to  God  in  prayers, 
without  meddling  with  arms,  when  the  angel  of  God  de- 
stroyed that  countless  host  in  one  night  ?  And  did  not  the 
Assyrian  king,  when  he  arose  the  next  day,  find  an  hundred 
and  eighty-five  thousand  dead  bodies,  and  did  he  not  with 
the  remainder  of  his  army  flee  away  from  the  Hebrews, 
though  they  were  unarmed  and  did  not  pursue  after  him  ? 
You  also  know  of  our  slavery  at  Babylon,  where  our  people 
were  captives  for  seventy  years,  and  not  restored  till 
Cyrus  gratified  God  by  bringing  it  about ;  when  they  were 
restored  by  him,  and  again  celebrated  the  worship  of  their 
deliverer  in  his  temple.  And,  to  speak  generally,  we  can  pro- 
duce no  example  wherein  our  fathers  got  any  success  by 
war,  or  failed  of  success  without  war,  when  they  committed 
themselves  to  God.  When  they  stayed  at  home  they  con- 
quered, as  it  pleased  their  Judge,  but  when  they  went  out  to 
fight,  they  always  met  with  reverses ;  for  exainple,  when 
the  king  of  Babylon  besieged  this  very  city,  and  our  king 
Zedekiah  fought  against  him,  contrary  to  the  prophecies  of 
Jeremiah,  he  was  himself  taken  prisoner,  and  saw  the  city 
and  sanctuary  overthrown.  Yet  how  much  greater  was  the 
moderation  of  that  king  than  is  that  of  your  present 
rulers,  and  that  of  the  people  under  him  than  is  that  of 
you  at  this  time  !  For  when  Jeremiah  cried  out  aloud,  that 
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God  was  very  angry  with  them  because  of  their  transgres- 
sion, and  told  them  they  would  be  taken  prisoners  unless 
they  surrendered  up  their  city,  neither  did  the  king  nor  the 
people  put  him  to  death.  But  you  (to  pass  over  what  you 
have  done  within  the  city,  which  I  am  not  able  to  describe 
as  your  wickedness  deserves),  you  I  say  abuse  me,  and  throw 
darts  at  me,  who  only  exhort  you  to  save  yourselves,  being- 
provoked  when  you  are  put  in  mind  of  your  sins,  and  being 
unable  to  bear  the  very  mention  of  those  crimes  which  you 
every  day  perpetrate.  To  take  another  example,  when  An- 
tiochus,  who  was  called  Epiphanes,  besieged  this  city,  and 
was  guilty  of  many  outrages  against  Grod,  and  our  forefathers 
met  him  in  arms,  they  themselves  were  slain  in  the  battle, 
and  the  city  was  plundered  by  our  enemies,  and  the  sanc- 
tuary was  desolate  for  three  years  and  six  months.  Why  need 
I  bring  any  more  examples  ?  Indeed,  what  can  it  be  that 
has  stirred  up  an  army  of  the  Romans  against  our  nation  ? 
Is  it  not  the  impiety  of  the  people  of  our  country  ?  And 
whence  did  our  servitude  originate?  Did  it  not  proceed 
from  the  dissensions  of  our  forefathers,  when  the  madness 
of  Aristobulus  and  Hyrcanus  and  their  mutual  quarrels 
brought  Pompey  upon  this  city,  when  God  reduced  those 
who  were  unworthy  of  liberty  to  subjection  to  the  Romans  ? 
For  after  a  siege  of  three  months  they  had  to  surrender, 
although  they  had  not  been  so  guilty  of  offences  with  re- 
gard to  our  sanctuary  and  our  laws  as  you  have  been,  and 
that  though  they  had  much  greater  resources  for  war  than 
you  have  !  Do  we  not  know  what  end  Antigonus,  the  son 
of  Aristobulus,  came  to,  in  whose  reign  God  again  punished 
the  people's  offences  by  the  capture  of  this  city  ?  And 
when  Herod,  the  son  of  Antipater,  brought  upon  us 
Sossius,  and  Sossius  brought  upon  us  the  Roman  army, 
they  were  then  surrounded  and  besieged  for  six  months, 
till  as  a  punishment  for  their  sins  they  were  captured, 
and  the  city  was  plundered  by  the  enemy.  Thus  it  ap- 
pears that  warfare  is  never  allowed  our  nation  ;  but  that 
capture  always  follows  our  fighting.  For  I  suppose  that 
such  as  inhabit  this  holy  place  ought  to  commit  the  dis- 
posal of  all  things  to  God,  and  to  disregard  the  hand  of 
men,  when  they  plead  to  the  Judge  above.  But  as  for  you, 
what  have  you  done  of  the  things  approved  of  by  our  legis- 
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later  ?  and  what  have  you  not  done  of  the  things  that  he 
condemned  ?  How  much  more  impious  are  you  than  those 
who  were  so  quickly  captured !  You  have  not  disdained 
so  much  as  those  sins  that  are  done  in  secret,  as  thefts,  and 
treacherous  plots  against  men,  and  adulteries.  Do  you  not 
vie  with  one  another  in  rapine  and  murders,  and  do  you  not 
invent  strange  modes  of  wickedness  ?  Nay,  the  temple  it- 
self is  become  the  receptacle  of  all,  and  the  divine  place  is 
polluted  by  the  hands  of  our  own  countrpnen,  although  it 
was  reverenced  by  the  Romans  who  lived  at  a  distance,  for 
they  suffered  many  of  their  own  customs  to  give  place  to 
our  law.  And,  after  all  this,  do  you  expect  him  whom  you 
have  so  impiously  abused  to  be  your  helper?  You  have 
forsooth  a  right  to  be  ^petitioners,  and  to  call  upon  him  to 
assist  you,  so  pure  are  your  hands !  Did  our  king  lift  up 
such  hands  in  j^i'a-yer  against  the  king  of  Assyria,  when 
God  destroyed  that  great  army  in  one  night?  And  do 
the  Romans  commit  such  wickedness,  as  did  the  king  of 
Assyria,  that  you  may  hope  for  the  like  vengeance  upon 
them  ?  Did  not  that  king  accept  of  money  from  our  king 
on  condition  that  he  should  not  destroy  the  city,  and  yet, 
contrary  to  the  oath  he  had  taken,  did  he  not  come  down 
to  bum  the  temple?  Whereas  the  Romans  demand  no 
more  than  the  accustomed  tribute  which  our  fathers  paid 
to  their  fathers ;  and  if  they  but  once  obtain  that,  they 
Avill  neither  destroy  this  city,  nor  touch  this  sanctuary. 
Nay,  they  will  in  that  case  grant  you  besides,  that  your 
posterity  shall  be  free,  and  your  possessions  secured  to 
you,  and  they  will  preserve  your  holy  laws  inviolate.  It 
is  indeed  madness  to  expect  that  God  should  appear 
as  well  disposed  towards  the  wicked  as  towards  the  righ- 
teous, for  he  knows  when  it  is  proper  to  punish  people 
for  their  sins  immediately.  Accordingly,  he  broke  the 
power  of  the  Assyrians  the  very  first  night  that  they 
pitched  their  camp.  And  had  he  judged  our  nation 
worthy  of  freedom,  or  the  Romans  deserving  of  punish- 
ment, he  would  have  immediately  inflicted  punishment 
upon  those  Romans  (as  he  did  upon  the  Assyrians)  when 
Pompey  began  to  meddle  with  our  nation,  or  when  after 
him  Sossius  came  up  against  us,  or  when  Vespasian  laid 
waste  Galilee,  or  lastly  now,  when  Titus  drew  near  the 
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idty.  Whereas  Magnus  *  and  Sossius  did  not  only  suffer 
nothing,  but  took  our  city  by  storm,  and  Vespasian  went 
from  the  war  he  made  against  you  to  become  emperor.  As 
for  Titus,  those  springs  that  were  formerly  dried  up  for 
you  run  very  plentifully  for  him.  For  you  know  very  well 
how  Siloam,^  as  well  as  all  the  other  springs  outside  the 
city,  so  failed  that  water  was  sold  by  measure  ;  ^  whereas 
they  are  now  so  full  of  water  for  your  enemies,  that  there 
is  sufficient  drink  not  only  for  themselves  and  their  cattle, 
but  for  their  gardens  also.  The  same  wonderful  pheno- 
menon you  experienced  formerly  at  the  time  of  the  capture 
of  our  city,  when  the  forementioned  king  of  Babylon  made 
war  against  us,  and  when  he  took  our  city,  and  burnt  our 
temple,  though  I  believe  the  Jews  of  that  age  were  not  so 
impious  as  you  are.  So  that  I  think  God  is  fled  from 
his  sanctuary,  and  stands  on  the  side  of  those  against 
whom  you  now  fight.  Why,  even  a  good  man  will  flee  from 
an  impure  house,  and  will  hate  those  that  are  in  it ;  and 
do  you  think  that  God  will  abide  with  you  in  your  crimes, 
who  sees  all  secret  things,  and  hears  things  kept  most 
private?  Though  what  crime  is  there  that  is  so  much 
as  kept  secret  or  concealed  by  you?  nay,  what  is  not 
open  to  your  enemies  ?  For  you  make  a  pompous  show 
of  your  lawless  doings,  and  vie  with  one  another  daily 
which  of  you  shall  be  the  worse,  and  make  a  public  dis- 
play of  your  vice  as  if  it  were  virtue.  However,  there  is 
yet  a  road  left  for  your  preservation,  if  you  are  willing  to 
take  it ;  for  God  is  easily  reconciled  to  those  that  confess 
their  faults  and  repent  of  them.  Ye  men  of  iron,  cast  away 
your  arms,  and  take  pity  on  your  country  already  going  to 
ruin  ;  return  from  your  wicked  ways,  and  have  regard  to 
the  beauty  and  excellence  of  the  city  you  are  going  to 
betray,  and  of  the  tem2)le  rich  with  the  donations  of  so 
many  nations !  Who  will  first  set  these  things  on  fire  ? 
who  wishes  that  these  things  should  be  no  more?  and 
what  is  there  that  can  better  deserve  to  be  preserved  ?     O 

^  That  is,  Pompey. 

^  Siloam  derives  its  water,  by  a  rock-hewn  channel,  from  tlie  Virgin's 
Fountain,  in  the  Cedron  Valley,  which  was  probably  closed  at  the  time 
of  the  siege. 

^  Literally,  by  amphorw. 
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hard-hearted  creatures,  and  more  unfeeling  than  stones ! 
And  if  you  do  not  look  on  these  things  with  genuine 
eyes,  yet  have  pity  upon  your  families,  and  let  every  one 
of  you  set  before  your  eyes  your  children  and  wives  and 
parents,  who  will  soon  perish  either  by  famine  or  war. 
I  am  aware  that  this  danger  extends  to  my  mother  and 
wife,  and  to  my  not  ignoble  family,  and  house  very  eminent 
in  old  time ;  and  perhaps  you  imagine  that  it  is  on  their 
account  only  that  I  give  you  this  advice.  If  that  be  so, 
kill  them,  nay,  take  my  blood  as  the  hire  of  your  safety  ; 
for  I  am  ready  to  die,  if  you  will  but  return  to  a  sound 
mind  after  my  death." 


CHAP.  X. 

How  many  of  the  People  had  a  great  incli'nation  to  desert  to 
the  Romans  ;  also  what  intolerable  things  those  that  stayed 
in  the  City  suffered  from  Famine,  and  the  sad  Consequences 
thereof. 

AS  Josephus  uttered  these  words  in  a  loud  voice,  not 
without  tears,  the  seditious  would  neither  yield  to 
what  he  said,  nor  did  they  deem  it  safe  to  alter  their  con- 
duct ;  but  the  people  had  a  great  inclination  to  desert  to 
the  Romans.  So  some  of  them  sold  what  they  had  for 
very  little,  and  others  swallowed  down  their  most  precious 
treasures,  namely  pieces  of  gold,  that  they  might  not  be 
found  out  by  the  robbers,  and  when  they  had  escaped  to  the 
Romans,  went  to  stool,  and  so  had  wherewithal  to  provide 
plentifully  for  themselves.  For  Titus  let  a  great  number 
of  them  go  away  into  the  country,  wherever  each  pleased. 
And  the  main  reason  why  they  were  so  ready  to  desert  was 
that  now  they  would  be  freed  from  those  miseries  which 
they  endured  in  the  city,  and  yet  would  not  be  slaves 
to  the  Romans.  However,  John  and  Simon,  and  their 
factions,  more  carefully  watched  these  men's  going  out, 
than  they  did  the  coming  in  of  the  Romans  ;  and  if  any 
one  did  but  afford  the  least  shadow  of  suspicion  of  such  an 
intention,  his  throat  was  cut  immediately. 
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§  2.  As  for  the  richer  sort,  their  staying  in  the  city 
brought  death  all  the  same ;  for  they  were  put  to  death 
on  the  pretext  that  they  were  going  to  desert,  but  in  reality 
that  the  robbers  might  get  their  property.  The  reckless- 
ness of  the  seditious  did  also  increase  with  the  famine, 
and  both  these  miseries  grew  every  day  worse.  And  as 
there  was  no  corn  anywhere  apparent,  the  robbers  came 
running  up,  and  ransacked  houses ;  and  if  they  found 
any  corn,  they  tortured  persons  as  if  the}'^  had'  denied 
they  had  any  ;  and  if  they  found  none,  they  tortured 
them  worse,  because  they  supposed  they  had  more  care- 
fully concealed  it.  The  test  they  made  use  of  whether 
they  had  any  or  not  was  the  bodies  of  these  miserable 
wretches.  If  they  were  in  good  condition,  they  supposed 
they  were  in  no  want  at  all  of  food  ;  but  if  they  were  wasted 
away,  they  walked  off  without  searching  any  further ;  for 
they  did  not  think  it  reasonable  to  kill  such  as  would  very 
soon  die  for  want  of  food.  Many  indeed  privately  sold 
their  possessions  for  one  measure  of  wheat,  if  they  were  of 
the  richer  sort,  but  of  barley  if  they  were  j^oorer;  and 
when  they  had  so  done,  they  shut  themselves  up  in  the  in- 
most rooms  of  their  houses,  and  ate  the  corn  they  had  got, 
some  without  grinding  it  because  of  the  extreme  want  they 
were  in ;  and  others  baked  bread  of  it,  as  necessity  and 
fear  dictated.  Nowhere  was  a  table  laid  for  a  distinct 
meal,  but  they  snatched  the  bread  out  of  the  fire  only 
partially  baked,  and  ate  it  greedily. 

§  3.  Miserable  were  now  their  meals,  and  it  was  a  sight 
for  tears,  for  the  strong  had  more  than  their  share,  and 
the  weak  lamented  their  going  short.  But  famine  over- 
comes all  other  j^assions,  and  is  destructive  of  nothing  so 
much  as  modesty ;  for  what  is  otherwise  worthy  of 
reverence  is  in  this  case  despised.  Indeed  wives  pulled 
the  morsels  that  their  husbands  were  eating  out  of 
their  very  mouths,  and  children  did  the  same  to  their 
fathers,  and  what  was  still  more  pitiable,  so  did  mothers 
to  their  infants ;  and  when  those  that  were  most  dear 
were  perishing  in  their  hands,  they  were  not  ashamed  to 
take  from  them  the  very  last  drops  that  might  have  pre- 
served their  lives.  Yet  while  they  ate  in  this  manner,  they 
were  not  unobserved  in  so  doing ;  for  the  seditious  every- 
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where  stood  over  them,  and  snatched  away  from  them 
what  they  had  got  from  others.  For  whenever  they  saw 
any  house  shut  up,  this  was  to  them  an  indication  that  the 
people  within  had  got  some  food ;  whereupon  they  straight- 
way broke  open  the  doors,  and  ran  in,  and  took  pieces  of 
what  they  were  eating  almost  out  of  their  very  throats 
by  force.  And  old  men  who  held  their  food  fast  were 
beaten,  and  if  women  hid  what  they  had  within  their 
hands,  their  hair  was  torn  for  so  doing.  Nor  was  there 
any  pity  shown  either  to  grey  hairs  or  to  babes,  but  they 
lifted  up  children  from  the  ground,  as  they  hung  upon  the 
morsels  they  had  got,  and  dashed  them  down  upon  the 
ground.  But  they  were  still  more  barbarous  and  cruel  to 
those  who  tried  to  prevent  their  coming  in,  and  had 
actually  gulped  down  what  they  were  going  to  seize  upon, 
as  if  they  had  been  unjustly  defrauded  of  their  rights. 
They  also  invented  terrible  methods  of  torment  to  discover 
where  any  food  was,  stopping  up  with  pulse  the  passages  of 
the  private  parts  of  these  miserable  wretches,  and  driving 
sharp  stakes  up  their  fundaments.  And  a  man  was  forced 
to  bear  what  it  is  terrible  even  to  hear,  in  order  to  make 
him  confess  that  he  had  but  one  loaf  of  bread,  or  that  he 
might  bring  out  a  handful  of  barley-meal  that  was  con- 
cealed. And  this  was  done  when  these  tormentors  were 
not  themselves  hungry,  for  the  thing  would  have  been  less 
barbarous  had  necessity  forced  them  to  it,  but  it  was  only 
done  to  keep  their  recklessness  in  exercise,  and  to  get 
before-hand  provisions  for  themselves  for  the  following 
days.  These  men  went  also  to  meet  those  that  had  crept 
out  of  the  city  by  night  as  far  as  the  Roman  outposts,  to 
gather  plants  and  herbs  that  grew  wild ;  and  when  such 
people  thought  they  had  got  clear  of  the  enemy,  they 
snatched  from  them  what  they  were  bringing  with  them, 
even  while  they  frequently  entreated  them,  invoking  the 
awful  name  of  God,  to  give  them  back  some  part  of  what 
they  had  at  great  danger  brought,  but  they  would  not  give 
them  the  least  crumb ;  and  it  was  a  subject  of  congratula- 
tion to  these  poor  wretches  that  they  were  only  spoiled,  and 
not  killed  also. 

§  4.  Such  was   the   treatment   that   the  lower  sort  of 
people  suffered  from  the  tyrant's  body-guards ;  but  the  men 
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that  were  of  rank  and  rich  were  carried  before  the  tyrants 
themselves.  Some  of  them  were  falsely  accused  of  laying 
treacherous  plots,  and  were  consequently  put  to  death, 
others  of  them  were  charged  with  designs  of  betraying 
the  city  to  the  Romans ;  but  the  readiest  way  of  all  was 
to  suborn  somebody  to  inform  that  they  were  resolved  to 
desert  to  the  enemy.  And  he  who  was  utterly  despoiled  of 
what  he  had  by  Simon,  was  sent  back  again  to  John,  as 
of  those  who  had  been  already  plundered  by  John,  Simon 
got  what  remained  ;  so  that  they  drank  in  turn  among 
themselves  the  blood  of  the  populace,  and  divided  the  dead 
bodies  of  the  poor  creatures  between  them.  And  though 
they  contended  with  each  other  for  the  mastery,  yet  they 
very  well  agreed  in  their  wicked  practices.  For  he  who  did 
not  share  with  another  what  he  had  got  by  the  miseries 
of  others  seemed  only  partially  guilty,  and  he  that  did  not 
go  shares  in  such  barbarity  grieved  at  the  loss,  as  at  the 
loss  of  something  valuable. 

§  5.  It  is  however  impossible  to  narrate  in  detail  every 
instance  of  these  men's  lawlessness.  I  shall  therefore  say 
briefly,  that  neither  did  any  other  city  ever  suffer  such 
miseries,  nor  did  any  age  ever  breed  a  generation  more 
fruitful  in  wickedness  from  the  beginning  of  the  world ; 
and  at  last  they  disparaged  the  Hebrew  nation,  that  they 
might  appear  less  impious  to  strangers,  and  confessed  (what 
was  indeed  true)  that  they  were  slaves  and  the  scum  and 
base  refuse  of  the  nation.  Indeed  it  was  they  that  over- 
threw the  city,  and  forced  the  Romans  against  their  will  to 
gain  a  melancholy  reputation  by  their  success,  and  all  but 
drew  that  tire  upon  the  temple,  which  they  seemed  to  think 
came  too  slowly.  And  certainly,  when  they  saw  that  temple 
burning  from  the  upper  city,  they  neither  grieved  at  it  nor 
wept,  though  these  emotions  were  noticed  among  the 
Romans  themselves.  But  these  things  I  shall  speak  of 
hereafter  in  their  proper  place,  when  I  come  to  treat  of 
them. 
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CHAP.   XI. 

How  the  Jews  ivere  Crucified  before  the  Walls  of  the  City. 
Cmicerning  Antiochus  Epij)hanes ;  and  hov)  the  Jews  over- 
threw the  EarthworJcs  that  had  been  raised  by  the  Romans. 

§1- 

AND  now  Titus'  earthworks  had  made  great  progress, 
although  his  soldiers  were  much  galled  from  the  walls. 
He  then  sent  a  troop  of  horse,  and  ordered  they  should  lay 
ambushes  for  those  that  went  out  into  the  valleys  to  get 
food.  Some  of  these  last  were  indeed  fighting  men,  who 
were  not  contented  with  what  they  got  by  rapine,  but  most 
of  them  were  poor  people,  who  were  deterred  from  desert- 
ing by  the  concern  they  were  in  for  their  relations ;  for 
they  could  not  hope  to  escape  with  their  wives  and  chil- 
dren without  the  knowledge  of  the  seditious,  nor  could 
they  think  of  leaving  these  relations  to  be  slain  by  the 
robbers  instead  of  themselves.  It  was  the  severity  of  the 
famine  that  made  them  thus  bold  in  going  out,  though 
nothing  remained  for  them,  if  they  escaped  the  notice  of 
the  robbers,  but  capture  by  the  enemy.  And  when  they  were 
going  to  be  taken,  they  resisted  from  necessity  for  fear  of 
punishment,  and  after  they  had  fought  they  thought  it  too 
late  to  make  any  supplications  for  mercy.  So  they  were 
first  scourged,  and  then  tormented  with  all  sorts  of  tor- 
tures before  they  died,  and  were  crucified  opposite  the 
walls  of  the  city.^  Their  misery  made  Titus  pity  them,  as 
every  day  five  hundred  Jews  were  taken,  and  sometimes 
more,  but  it  did  not  appear  to  be  safe  for  him  to  let  those 
that  were  taken  by  force  go  their  way,  and  to  guard  so 
many  would  be,  he  saw,  to  turn  all  his  men  into  guards. 
But  the  main  reason  why  he  did  not  forbid  these  cruci- 
fixions was  that  he  hoped  the  Jews  might  perhaps  yield 

^  Reland  very  properly  takes  notice  here,  how  justly  this  judgment 
came  upon  the  Jews,  when  they  were  crucified  in  such  multitudes 
together,  that  the  Komans  wanted  room  for  the  crosses,  and  crosses  for 
the  bodies  of  these  Jews,  since  they  had  brought  this  judgment  on  them- 
selves by  the  crucifixion  of  their  Messiah. — W. 
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at  that  sight,  from  fear  lest  they  might  themselves  after- 
wards suffer  the  same.  So  the  soldiers,  in  their  wrath  and 
hatred  to  those  they  captured,  nailed  them  in  different 
ways  to  the  crosses  by  way  of  jest,  though  their  numbers 
were  so  great  that  room  was  wanting  for  the  crosses,  and 
crosses  wanting  for  the  bodies. 

§  2.  But  so  far  were  the  seditious  from  repenting  at  this 
sad  sight,  that,  on  the  contrary,  they  tried  to  make  the  rest 
of  the  multitude  believe  the  case  was  different.  For  they 
dragged  the  relations  of  those  that  had  deserted  upon  the 
Avails,  as  also  such  of  the  populace  as  were  eager  to  go  over 
upon  the  security  offered  them,  and  showed  them  what 
miseries  those  underwent  who  fled  to  the  Romans ;  and 
told  them  that  those  who  had  been  arrested  [and  crucified] 
by  them  were  suppliants,  and  not  prisoners  taken  after  re- 
sistance. This  kept  many  of  those  who  were  eager  to 
desert  within  the  city,  till  the  truth  was  known.  However, 
some  ran  away  immediately  as  unto  certain  punishment, 
esteeming  death  from  their  enemies  to  be  rest,^  if  com- 
pared with  death  by  famine.  So  Titus  commanded  that 
the  hands  of  many  that  were  taken  should  be  cut  off,  that 
they  might  not  be  thought  deserters,  and  might  be  credited 
on  account  of  this  bad  treatment,  and  sent  them  in  to  John 
and  Simon,  with  this  exhortation,  that  they  would  now  at 
length  cease  fighting,  and  not  force  him  to  destroy  the  city, 
but  by  repentance  even  at  the  eleventh  hour  to  preserve 
their  own  lives  and  city,  and  that  temple  which  was  their 
peculiar  glory.  He  then  went  round  the  earthworks,  and 
hastened  on  the  workers  at  them  at  the  same  time,  to 
show  that  his  words  would  in  no  long  time  be  followed  by 
deeds.  At  this  the  seditious  cast  reproaches  upon  Titus 
himself  and  upon  his  father  also,  and  cried  out  with  a  loud 
voice,  that  they  despised  death,  and  did  well  to  prefer  it  to 
slavery ;  and  that  they  would  do  all  the  mischief  to  the 
Eomans  they  could,  while  they  had  breath  in  them ;  and 
as  for  their  city,  since  they  were,  as  he  said,  to  be  destroyed, 
they  had  no  concern  about  it,  and  the  world  itself  was  a 
better  temple  to  G-od  than  this.  However,  this  temple 
would  yet  be  preserved  by  him  that  dwelt  therein,  whom 

'   Or  euthanasia. 
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they  had  for  their  helper  in  this  war,  and  therefore  laughed 
at  all  his  threatenings,  which  would  come  to  nothing,  be- 
cause the  conclusion  of  the  wdiole  depended  upon  God 
only.  These  words  they  mixed  with  reproaches  and  loudly 
vociferated. 

§  3.  Meantime  Antiochus  Ej^iphanes  came  to  the  city,  hav- 
ing with  him  a  considerable  number  of  other  armed  men,  and 
a  band  called  the  Macedonian  band  about  his  person,  who 
were  all  of  the  same  age,  and  tall,  and  just  past  their  boy- 
hood, and  armed  and  trained  in  the  Macedonian  manner,  from 
which  circumstance  they  got  their  name,  yet  most  of  them 
were  unworthy  of  so  famous  a  nation.  For  it  had  so  hap- 
pened, that  the  king  of  Commagene  ^  had  flourished  more 
than  any  other  kings  that  were  under  the  power  of  the 
Romans,  till  he  experienced  a  change  in  his  condition  ;  but 
when  he  became  an  old  man,  he  was  an  instance  that  we 
ought  not  to  call  any  man  happy  before  his  death.  How- 
ever, this  son  of  his,  who  was  now  present  when  his  father 
was  still  in  his  prime,  said  that  he  wondered  what  made  the 
Eomans  so  tardy  to  storm  the  wall.  Now  he  was  a  war- 
like man,  and  naturally  bold  in  exposing  himself  to  dan- 
gers ;  he  was  also  so  strong  a  man  that  his  boldness  seldom 
failed  of  success.  And  though  Titus  smiled,  and  said  **  We 
will  go  shares  in  the  labour,"  Antiochus  went  as  he  was, 
and  with  his  Macedonians  made  a  sudden  assault  upon 
the  wall.  And  as  for  himself  his  strength  and  skill  were 
so  great  that  he  kept  off  the  Jewish  darts,  and  yet  shot 
his  darts  at  them,  while  the  young  men  with  him  were 
almost  all  sorely  galled.  For  they  had  so  great  a  regard 
to  the  vaunts  that  had  been  made  of  their  courage,  that 
they  would  needs  persevere  in  fighting,  and  at  last  many 
of  them  retired  wounded ;  and  then  they  perceived  that 
true  Macedonians,  if  they  were  to  be  conquerors,  must 
have  Alexander's  good  fortune  also. 

§  4.  Now  the  Romans  began  to  raise  their  earthworks 
on  the  twelfth  day  of  the  month  Artemisius,  and  had  much 
ado  to  finish  them  by  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  the  same 
month,  after  they  had  laboured  hard  for  seventeen  days 
continually.     For  there  were  now  four  great  earthworks 

^  A  district  of  which  Samosata,  Samsdt^  on  the  Euphrates,  was  the 
capital. 
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raised,  one  of  which  was  at  the  tower  of  Antonia,  whieli 
was  raised  by  the  fifth  legion  opposite  the  middle  of  the 
pool  called  Struthius.^  Another  was  thrown  up  by  the 
twelfth  legion,  at  the  distance  of  about  twenty  cubits 
from  the  other.  But  the  labours  of  the  tenth  legion, 
which  lay  a  great  way  off  these,  was  on  the  north  quarter 
at  the  pool  called  Amygdalou;"  and  that  of  the  fifteenth 
legion  w^as  about  thirty  cubits  from  it  at  the  high  priest's 
tomb.'  Now  when  the  engines  where  brought  up,  John 
had  from  witliin  already  undermined  the  space  that  was 
opposite  the  tower  of  Antonia  as  far  as  the  earthworks, 
and  had  propped  up  the  ground  over  the  mine  with  beams 
laid  across  one  another,  whereby  the  Koman  works  stood 
upon  an  insecure  foundation.  Then  did  he  order  such 
materials  to  be  brought  up  as  were  daubed  over  with  pitch 
and  bitumen,  and  set  them  on  fire  ;  and  as  the  cross-beams 
that  propped  up  the  earthworks  burnt,  all  the  mine  suddenly 
subsided,  and  the  earthworks  fell  in  with  a  prodigious  noise. 
Now  at  first  there  arose  a  very  thick  smoke  and  dust,  as 
the  fire  was  choked  with  the  fall  of  the  earthworks ;  but 
when  the  materials  that  pressed  it  down  were  gradually 
consumed,  an  evident  flame  broke  out.  On  the  sudden 
appearance  of  this  flame  consternation  fell  upon  the  Romans, 
and  the  cleverness  of  the  contrivance  dejected  them ;  and 
indeed  this  happening  to  them  at  a  time  when  they  thought 
they  had  already  gained  their  point,  cooled  their  hopes  for 
the  time  to  come.  They  also  thought  it  would  be  no  good 
taking  pains  to  extinguish  the  fire,  since,  even  if  it  should 
be  extinguished,  the  earthworks  were  swallowed  up  already. 
§  5.  Two  days  after  this  Simon  and  his  party  made  an 
attack  upon  the  other  earthworks  ;  for  the  Romans  had 
brought  their  battering-rams  up  there,  and  began  already 
to  make  the  wall  shake.  And  here  one  Tephthseus  of 
Garsis,*  a  city  of  Galilee,  and  Megassarus,  one  of  queen 
Mariamne's  servants,  and  with  them  the  son  of  Nabatseus, 
from  Adiabene,"  who  was  called  by  the  name  of  Chagiras 

^  Possibly  the  pool  now  known  as  the  '  Sotitcrrains^  of  the  Convent  of 
the  Sisters  of  Sion. 

^  Unknown  ;  it  must  have  been  near  the  modern  *  Hezekiah's  Pool." 

•'  That  is,  John's  tomb  (see  9,  §  2). 

*  An  unknown  town.  '  Jewish  War,  ii.  19,  §  1. 


€0  THE    WORKS    OF    FLAVIUS    JOSEPHUS.  [bOOK  V. 

from  the  ill  fortune  he  had,  (the  word  sisjnifying  a  lame 
man,)  snatched  some  torches,  and  ran  suddenly  upon  the 
engines.  Nor  were  there  during  this  war  any  men  that 
^ver  sallied  out  of  the  city  who  were  their  superiors, 
either  in  boldness,  or  in  the  terror  they  struck  into  their 
enemies.  For  they  ran  out  upon  the  Romans,  not  as  if 
they  were  a  band  of  enemies,  but  friends,  without  fear  or 
delay  :  nor  did  they  withdraw  till  they  had  rushed  violently 
through  the  midst  of  them,  and  set  their  engines  on  fire. 
And  though  they  had  darts  thrown  at  them  on  every 
side,  and  were  on  every  side  assaulted  with  the  enemies' 
swords,  yet  they  did  not  withdraw  from  the  danger  they 
were  in,  till  the  fire  caught  hold  of  the  enemies'  engines. 
And  when  the  flame  mounted  up,  the  Romans  came  run- 
ning from  their  camp  to  save  their  engines,  but  the  Jews 
hindered  them  from  the  wall,  and  fought  w^ith  those  that 
endeavoured  to  quench  the  fire  without  any  regard  to  the 
danger  their  own  bodies  were  in.  And  the  Romans  tried 
to  pull  the  battering-rams  out  of  the  fire,  while  the  hurdles 
that  covered  them  were  on  fire,  but  the  Jews  c-aught  hold 
of  the  battering-rams  through  the  flames  and  held  them 
fast,  although  the  iron  upon  them  was  now  red-hot.  And 
now  the  fire  spread  from  the  battering-rams  to  the  earth- 
works, and  prevented  those  that  came  to  defend  them ; 
for  the  Romans  were  now  surrounded  with  the  flames, 
and  despairing  of  saving  their  works  from  them  retired  to 
their  camp.  Then  did  the  Jews  flock  up  in  ever  increasing 
numbers,  those  that  were  within  the  city  coming  up  to 
their  assistance ;  and  as  they  were  flushed  with  victory 
their  impetuosity  carried  everything  before  it,  and  they 
got  as  far  as  the  fortifications  of  the  enemies'  camp, 
and  fought  mth  their  guards.  Now  a  body  of  soldiers  re- 
lieved by  turns  always  stands  armed  before  every  camp, 
and  as  to  these  the  law  of  the  Romans  is  terrible,  that  he 
who  leaves  his  post,  whatever  the  occasion  be,  must  die. 
So  this  body  of  soldiers,  preferring  rather  to  die  fighting 
courageously  than  as  a  punishment  for  their  cowardice, 
stood  their  ground,  and  at  the  necessity  these  men  were  in 
of  standing  their  ground,  many  of  the  others  that  had  run 
away  turned  back  again  from  shame.  And  when  they  had 
placed  in  position  their  engines  for  hurling  darts  against 
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the  wall,  tliey  tried  to  prevent  the  miiltitiule  from  flockin<^ 
out  of  the  city,  who  took  no  pains  either  to  preserve  their 
lives  or  guard  their  bodies;  for  the  Jews  fought  with  all 
they  met,  and  without  any  caution  rushed  against  the 
points  of  their  enemies'  spears,  and  dashed  against  them 
with  their  very  bodies,  and  now  overpowered  the  Romans, 
not  so  much  by  their  actions,  as  by  their  courage,  for  the 
Romans  gave  way  to  their  boldness  more  than  because 
they  were  much  hurt. 

§  6.  And  now  Titus  came  up  from  the  Tower  of  Antonia, 
where  he  had  gone  to  look  out  for  a  place  for  throwing  up 
other  earthworks :  and  he  reproached  the  soldiers  greatly  for 
permitting  their  own  camp  to  be  in  danger,  when  they  had 
carried  two  of  the  walls  of  their  enemies,  and  for  sustaining 
themselves  the  fortune  of  men  besieged,  and  for  allowing  the 
Jews  to  sally  out  against  them,  though  they  were  in  a  sort 
of  prison.  He  then  made  a  detour  with  some  chosen  troops, 
and  fell  upon  the  enemies'  flank  in  person.  And  the  Jews,, 
though  they  were  attacked  in  front  as  well,  wheeled  round 
and  fought  stoutly  against  Titus.  And  when  the  armies 
were  now  engaged,  the  dust  that  was  raised  so  hindered 
them  from  seeing  one  another,  and  the  noise  that  was  made 
so  hindered  them  from  hearing  one  another,  that  neither 
side  could  any  longer  discern  foe  from  friend.  And 
the  Jews  did  not  flinch,  though  not  so  much  from  their 
real  strength,  as  from  their  despair  of  safety,  and  the 
Romans  were  nerved  by  the  regard  they  had  to  their  glory 
and  reputation  in  war,  and  because  Titus  himself  led  them 
into  danger;  so  that  I  think  the  Romans  w^ould  even- 
tually have  overpowered  the  whole  of  the  Jews,  so  enraged 
were  they,  had  not  these  anticipated  the  upshot  of  the 
battle,  and  retired  into  the  city.  However,  as  their  earth- 
works were  done  for,  the  Romans  were  very  dejected  at  the 
loss  in  one  hour  of  what  had  cost  them  such  pains.  Indeed 
many  despaired  of  taking  the  city  with  the  usual  engines  of 
war. 
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CHAP.  XII. 

Titus  determines  to  surround  the  City  with  a  Wall ;  after 
ivhich  the  Famine  consumes  the  People  by  tvhole  Houses 
and  Families. 

§1-. 

AND  now  Titus  consulted  with  his  commanders  what 
was  to  be  done.  Those  that  were  the  most  sanguine 
thought  he  should  lead  up  the  whole  army  against  the  city 
and  storm  the  wall ;  for  hitherto  the  Jews  had  fought  with 
only  a  fragment  of  their  army,  but  if  the  entire  army  were 
to  attack  en  masse,  the  Jews  would  not  be  able  to  bear  their 
attack,  but  would  be  ovei-whelmed  by  their  darts.  But  of 
those  that  were  more  cautious  some  were  for  constructing 
earthworks  again,  and  others  advised  without  these  to  sit 
before  the  city,  to  prevent  the  coming  out  of  the  Jews 
and  the  introduction  of  jDrovisions,  and  so  to  leave  the 
enemy  to  famine,  without  direct  fighting  with  them  ;  for 
despair  made  men  invincible,  who  hoped  to  die  by  the 
sword,  because  a  more  terrible  end  was  reserved  for 
them.  However,  Titus  did  not  think  it  right  for  so 
great  an  army  to  be  entirely  idle,  though  he  felt  that 
it  was  unnecessary  to  fight  against  those  who  would 
be  destroyed  by  one  another;  he  also  showed  them  how 
difficult  it  was  to  throw  up  any  more  earthworks,  for 
want  of  material,  and  still  more  difiicult  to  prevent  the 
Jews  making  sallies.  ISTor  was  it  easy  to  surround  the  whole 
city  with  his  army,  because  of  its  size  and  the  difficult 
o-round,  and  it  was  also  dangerous  because  of  the  sallies  the 
Jews  might  make  from  the  city ;  for  although  they  might 
guard  the  known  outlets  from  the  place,  yet  the  Jews 
could  contrive  secret  passages  out  in  their  necessity,  and 
from  knowledge  of  such  places  ;  and  if  any  provisions  were 
carried  in  by  stealth,  the  siege  would  thereby  be  longer  pro- 
tracted. He  also  owned  that  he  was  afraid  that  the  length 
of  time  thus  spent  would  diminish  the  glory  of  his  success ; 
for  though  it  was  true  that  length  of  time  would  perfect 
every  thing,  yet  celerity  was  necessary  for  gaining  reputa- 
tion.    His  opinion  therefore  was,  that  if  they  aimed  at 


CHAP.  XII.]  THE    JEWISH    WAR.  63 

celerity  joined  with  safety,  they  must  build  a  wall  round 
about  the  whole  city ;  for  that  was,  he  thought,  the  only 
way  to  prevent  the  Jews  from  coming  out  any  way,  and 
then  they  would  either  entirely  despair  of  saving  the  city, 
and  so  would  surrender  it  up  to  him,  or  they  would  be 
the  more  easily  conquered  when  the  famine  had  further 
weakened  them.  Nor  did  he  intend  to  be  entirely  idle 
in  other  respects,  but  would  take  care  to  raise  earth- 
works again,  when  their  enemies  had  become  weaker. 
And  if  any  one  should  think  such  a  work  great  and  hard 
to  accomplish,  he  ought  to  consider  that  it  was  not  fit 
for  Romans  to  undertake  any  small  work,  and  that  none 
but  Grod  himself  could  with  ease  accomplish  any  great 
thing. 

§  2.  These  arguments  prevailed  with  the  commanders. 
So  Titus  gave  orders  that  the  army  should  be  distributed 
to  their  several  shares  of  this  work.  And  indeed  there 
now  came  upon  the  soldiers  a  certain  divine  fury,  so  that 
in  the  division  of  the  whole  wall  that  was  to  be  built 
among  them,  not  only  did  one  legion  vie  with  another,  but 
the  lesser  divisions  of  the  army  did  the  same  ;  so  that  each 
soldier  was  ambitious  to  please  his  decurion,  each  decurion 
his  centurion,  each  centurion  his  tribune,  and  the  ambition 
of  the  tribunes  was  to  please  their  superior  commanders. 
And  Titus  himself  took  notice  of  and  rewarded  the  like 
friendly  rivalry  in  those  commanders ;  for  he  went  round 
about  the  works  many  times  every  day,  and  reconnoitered 
what  was  done.  He  began  the  wall  at  the  camp  of  the 
Assyrians,  where  his  own  camp  was  pitched,  and  extended 
it  to  the  lower  parts  of  Caenopolis,  from  whence  it  went 
along  Cedron  to  the  Mount  of  Olives  ;  it  then  turned  off  to 
the  south,  and  encomj^tassed  the  mount  as  far  as  the  rock 
called  Peristereon,  and  the  hill  next  it  which  lies  opposite 
the  ravine  near  Siloani ;  whence  it  turned  off  again  to  the 
west,  and  went  down  to  the  ravine  of  the  Fountain. 
After  this  it  went  up  again  to  the  tomb  of  Ananus  the 
high  priest,  and  taking  in  the  mountain  where  Pompey  had 
formerly  pitched  his  camp,  it  returned  back  to  the  north 
side  of  the  city,  and  extended  as  far  as  a  certain  village 
called  the  House  of  the  Erebinthi ;  after  which  it  took  in 
Herod's  tomb,  and  then  on  the  east  joined  Titus'  own  camp 


64  THE    WORKS    OF    FLAVIUS    JOSEFHUS.  [bOOK  V. 

agaiu,  where  it  began. ^  Now  the  length  of  this  wall  was 
thirty-nine  furlongs,  and  on  the  outside  of  it  were  erected 
thirteen  forts,  whose  circumferences  amounted  to  ten  fur- 
longs. And  the  whole  work  was  completed  in  three  days, 
so  that  what  would  have  been  adec|uate  work  for  some 
months,  was  done  in  so  short  a  time  as  is  almost  incredible. 
And  as  soon  as  Titus  had  surrounded  the  city  with  this 
wall,  and  put  men  into  these  forts,  he  went  round  the  wall 
at  the  first  watch  of  the  night,  and  observed  how  the  guard 
was  kept ;  the  second  watch  he  allotted  to  Alexander ;  and 
the  commanders  of  legions  took  the  third  watch.  They  also 
cast  lots  among  themselves  who  should  be  upon  the  watch 
in  the  night,  and  who  should  go  all  night  long  round  the 
spaces  that  were  between  the  forts. 

§  3.  So  all  hope  of  safety  was  now  cut  off  from  the  Jews, 
as  also  their  liberty  of  going  out  of  the  city.  And  famine 
increased  its  dimensions,  and  devoured  the  people  by  whole 
houses  and  families ;  the  roofs  were  full  of  women  and 
children  that  were  dying  of  starvation,  and  the  lanes  of 
the  city  were  full  of  dead  bodies  of  the  aged ;  the  children 
also  and  the  young  men  wandered  about  the  market-places 
like  shadows,  all  wasted  away  with  famine,  and  fell 
down  dead,  wherever  death  seized  them.  As  for  burying 
their  relations,  those  that  were  sick  themselves  were  not 
able  to  do  it,  and  those  that  were  hearty  and  well  were  de- 
terred from  doing  it  by  the  great  quantity  of  those  dead 
bodies,  and  by  the  uncertainty  of  their  own  life ;  for  many 
died  as  they  were  burying  others,  and  many  went  to  their 
coffins  before  the  fatal  hour  was  come.  Nor  was  there  any 
lamentation  made  in  these  calamities,  nor  was  any  wailing 
heard,  but  the  famine  stifled  all  natural  emotions.  For 
those  who  were  just  going  to  die  looked  upon  those  that 
were  gone  to  their  rest  before  them  with  dry  eyes  and 
smiling  mouths,  and  a  deep  silence  and  kind  of  deadly 
night  had  seized  upon  the  city.  But  the  robbers  were  still 
more  terrible  than  these  miseries  were,  for  they  broke  into 
houses  which  were  little  else  than  graves  of  dead  bodies, 
and  plundered  the  dead,  and  stripped  off  the  coverings  of 

^  Yery  few  of  the  points  on  Titus'  wall  of  circumvallation  have  been 
accurately  identified  5  but  its  course  within  certain  limits  can  be  readily 
laid  down  upon  a  map  of  Jerusalem. 
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tlieir  bodies,  and  went  away  laiii^liino:,  and  tested  the 
points  of  their  swords  in  their  dead  bodies,  and  in  order  to 
prove  what  metal  they  were  made  of,  thrust  some  of  those 
through  that  still  lay  alive  upon  the  c:round.  As  for  those 
that  entreated  them  to  lend  them  tlieir  right  hand  and 
sword  to  despatch  them,  they  contemptuously  refused,  and 
left  them  to  perish  by  famine.  Now  every  one  of  these 
as  he  died  fixed  his  eyes  earnestly  uj^on  the  temple,  at  the 
idea  of  leaving  the  seditious  alive  behind  him.  And  they 
at  first  gave  orders  that  the  dead  should  be  buried  out  of 
the  public  treasury,  not  being  able  to  endure  the  stench  of 
their  dead  bodies.  But  afterwards,  when  they  could  not  do 
that,  they  had  them  cast  down  from  the  walls  into  the 
ravines  below. 

§  4.  Now  when  Titus,  going  his  rounds  along  these  ravines, 
saw  them  full  of  dead  bodies,  and  observed  the  thick  matter 
running  from  these  clammy  corpses,  he  groaned  and  spread 
out  his  hands  to  heaven,  and  called  G-od  to  witness  that 
this  was  not  his  doing.  Such  Avas  the  sad  state  of  affairs 
in  the  city.  But  the  Romans  were  very  joyful,  because 
none  of  the  seditious  could  now  make  sallies  out  of  the 
city,  for  they  were  now  dejected,  and  the  famine  already 
touched  them ;  but  the  Romans  had  qiiantity  of  corn 
and  other  necessaries  from  Syria  and  the  neighbouring 
provinces ;  and  many  of  them  would  stand  near  the  wall 
of  the  city,  and  show  the  people  what  great  quantities  of 
provisions  they  had,  and  so  make  the  enemy  more  sensible 
uf  their  famine  from  the  great  plenty  even  to  satiety  which 
they  themselves  had.  However,  as  the  seditious  showed 
no  signs  of  yielding  in  spite  of  famine,  Titus  pitying  the 
people  that  remained,  and  earnestly  desiring  to  rescue 
those  that  were  still  left,  began  to  raise  earthworks  again, 
although  material  for  them  was  hard  to  come  at ;  for  all 
the  trees  that  were  about  the  city  had  been  already  cut 
dowTi  for  the  making  of  the  former  earthworks.  But  the 
soldiers  brought  other  material  from  a  distance  of  ninety 
furlongs,  and  raised  earthworks  much  bigger  than  the  for- 
mer at  four  places,  though  only  near  the  tower  of  Antonia. 
And  Titus  went  his  rounds  through  the  legions,  and  has- 
tened on  the  work,  and  showed  the  robbers  that  they  were 
now  in  his  hands.     But  these  men  only  were  incapable 

V.  p 
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of  repenting  of  the  wickedness  they  had  been  guilty  of, 
and,  separating  their  souls  from  their  bodies,  they  iised 
them  both  as  if  they  belonged  to  other  people.  For  no 
gentle  affection  could  touch  their  souls,  nor  could  any  pain 
affect  their  bodies,  since  they  still  tore  the  dead  bodies  of 
the  people  as  dogs  do,  and  filled  the  prisons  with  thos>' 
that  were  feeble. 


CHAP.  XIII. 

The  great  Slaughter  and  Sacrilege  that  went  on  in 
Jerusalem. 

SIMON  would  not  even  suffer  Matthias,  by  whose  aid  he 
got  possession  of  the  city,  to  die  without  being  tortured. 
This  Matthias  was  the  son  of  Boethus,  and  was  descended 
from  high  priests,  and  was  one  that  had  been  very  faithful 
to  the  people,  and  was  held  in  great  esteem  by  them  ;  and 
it  was  he,  when  the  multitude  were  distressed  by  the 
Zealots,  to  whom  John  had  already  attached  himself,  who 
urged  the  people  to  admit  this  Simon  to  come  in  to  assist 
them,  though  he  had  made  no  conditions  with  him,  nor 
expected  any  thing  that  was  evil  from  him.  But  when 
Simon  had  come  in,  and  had  got  the  city  in  his  power,  he 
esteemed  him  that  had  advised  them  to  admit  him  as  much 
his  enemy  as  the  rest,  looking  upon  that  advice  as  a  piece 
of  simplicity.  So  he  had  him  brought  at  once  before  him, 
and  condemned  him  to  death  for  being  on  the  side  of  the 
E-omans,  without  giving  him  leave  to  make  his  defence, 
and  passed  the  same  sentence  upon  three  of  his  sons, 
for  the  fourth  had  already  fled  to  Titus.  And  when  he 
begged  as  a  favour  that  he  might  be  slain  before  his 
sons,  because  he  had  got  the  gates  of  the  city  opened  to 
him,  Simon  gave  orders  that  he  should  be  slain  the  last  of 
all.  So  he  was  not  slain  till  he  had  seen  his  sons  slain 
before  his  eyes,  and  was  himself  led  out  to  execution  oppo- 
site the  Romans  ;  for  such  was  the  charge  given  by  Simon 
to  Ananus,  the  son  of  Bamadus,  who  was  the  most  bar- 
barous of  all  his  body-guards.     Simon  also  jeered  at  him. 
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and  told  him  that  he  might  now  see  whether  those  to 
whom  he  had  intended  to  go  over,  would  send  him  any 
succour  or  not.  He  also  forbade  their  dead  bodies  being 
buried.  After  them  a  certain  priest  Ananias,  the  sou  of 
Masambalus,  a  person  of  eminence,  and  Aristeus,  the 
scribe  of  the  sanhedrim,  a  native  of  Emmaus,^  and  with 
them  fifteen  men  of  note  among  the  people,  were  slain. 
They  also  shut  Josephus'  father  in  prison,  and  kept  him 
there,  and  made  ]Hiblic  proclamation  that  no  citizens 
should  associate  or  assemble  together,  for  fear  of  treason, 
and  also  slew  without  trial  all  that  lamented  this  dreadful 
state  of  affairs. 

§  2.  Now  when  Judes,  the  son  of  Judes,  who  was  one  of 
Simon's  under-ofticers,  and  a  person  entrusted  by  him  to 
guard  one  of  the  towers,  saw  this  conduct  of  Simon,  he 
called  together  ten  of  those  under  him,  that  were  most 
faithful  to  him  (partly  perhaps  from  pity  to  those  that 
had  so  barbarously  been  put  to  death,  but  mainly  to  pro- 
vide for  his  own  safety),  and  spoke  to  them  as  follows. 
*'  How  long  shall  we  bear  these  miseries  ?  or  what  hopes 
have  we  of  safety  by  continuing  faithful  to  such  a  wicked 
wretch  ?  Is  not  the  famine  already  come  against  us,  and 
are  not  the  Romans  almost  within  the  city,  and  is  not  Simon 
unfaithful  to  his  benefactors,  and  is  there  not  reason  to 
fear  he  will  very  soon  bring  us  too  to  the  like  punishment, 
while  the  security  the  Romans  offer  us  is  sure  ?  Come 
then,  let  us  suiTender  the  wall,  and  save  ourselves  and  the 
city.  Nor  will  Simon  be  very  much  hurt,  if,  since  he 
despairs  of  deliverance,  he  be  brought  to  justice  a  little 
sooner  than  he  expects."  Now,  these  ten  were  prevailed 
upon  by  these  arguments,  and  Judes  sent  at  daybreak  the 
rest  of  those  that  were  under  him,  some  one  way,  some 
another,  that  no  discovery  might  be  made  of  what  they 
had  resolved  upon,  and  himself  invited  the  Romans  from 
his  tower  about  the  third  hour.  But  some  of  them  treated 
what  he  said  disdainfully,  and  others  of  thein  did  not 
believe  him  to  be  in  earnest,  but  most  postponed  action 
because  they  believed  they  would  get  possession  of  the 
•city  in  a  little  time  without  any  hazard.     But  when  Titus 
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was  just  coming  up  with  his  armed  men,  Simon  saw  the 
state  of  affairs  before  he  came,  and  quickly  occupied  the 
tower,  and  seized  upon  these  men,  and  2^ut  them  to  deatli 
in  the  sight  of  the  Romans,  and  when  he  had  mangled 
their  dead  bodies,  thrcAv  them  down  before  the  wall  of  the 
city. 

§  3.  Meantime,  as  Josephus  was  going  round  the  city, 
for  he  did  not  cease  exhorting  the  Jews,  he  was  wounded 
on  the  head  by  a  stone  that  was  thrown  at  him ;  upon 
which  he  fell  down  at  once,  being  stunned.  At  this  fall  of 
his  the  Jews  made  a  sally,  and  he  would  have  been 
dragged  into  the  city,  had  not  Titus  quickly  sent  men 
to  protect  him.  And  while  these  men  were  fighting, 
Josephus  was  taken  up,  though  he  knew  little  of  what  had 
happened.  And  the  seditious  supposed  they  had  now  slain 
that  man  whom  they  most  desired  to  kill,  and  raised  there- 
upon a  great  shout  by  way  of  rejoicing.  News  of  this 
spread  about  the  city,  and  the  multitude  that  remained 
were  very  dejected  at  the  news,  believing  that  he,  on 
whose  account  alone  they  could  venture  to  desert  to  the 
Romans,  was  really  dead.  And  when  Josephus'  mother 
heard  in  prison  that  her  son  was  dead,  she  said  to  her  jailors 
that  she  had  always  been  of  opinion,  since  the  siege  of 
Jotapata,^  that  she  would  never  enjoy  him  alive  again. 
She  also  made  great  lamentation  privately  to  the  maid- 
servants that  were  about  her,  and  said  that  this  was  the 
advantage  she  had  had  of  bringing  so  extraordinary  a 
person  as  this  into  the  world,  that  she  should  not  be 
able  even  to  bury  him  by  whom  she  expected  to  have  been 
buried  herself.  However,  this  false  report  did  not  long 
put  his  mother  to  pain,  nor  aft'ord  joy  to  the  robbers.  For 
Josephus  soon  recovered  of  his  wound,  and  came  forward, 
and  cried  aloud,  that  it  should  not  be  long  before  they 
should  be  punished  for  this  wound  they  had  given  him. 
He  also  again  besought  the  people  to  trust  in  him.  This 
sight  of  Josephus  encouraged  the  people  greatly,  and 
brought  great  consternation  upon  the  seditious. 

§  4.  Now  some  of  the  deserters,  having  no  other  means, 
leaped  down  from  the  wall  quickly,  and  others  went  out 
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of  the  city  with  stones  as  if  to  battle,  but  soon  fled  to 
the  Romans.  But  a  worse  fate  soon  came  upon  these, 
than  what  they  would  have  found  within  the  city,  and 
they  met  with  a  quicker  despatch  from  the  too  great 
abundance  they  had  among  the  Romans,  than  they  could 
have  done  from  famine  among  the  Jews.  For  when  they 
tirst  came  to  the  Romans,  they  were  puffed  up  by  famine, 
and  swollen  like  men  in  a  dropsy ;  after  which  they  all 
over-filled  those  bodies  that  were  before  empty,  and  so 
burst  asunder,  excepting  such  only  as  were  prudent  enough 
to  restrain  their  appetites,  and  took  food  by  degrees  into 
bodies  unaccustomed  to  it.  And  another  trouble  came  to 
those  who  were  thus  preserved ;  for  among  the  Syrians 
a  certain  deserter  was  detected  picking  j^ieces  of  gold  out 
of  his  excrements.  For  the  deserters  used  to  swallow  their 
gold,  as  I  said  before,  when  they  came  out,  as  the  sedi- 
tious searched  them  all  (for  there  was  a  great  quantity  of 
gold  in  the  city  ;  insomuch  that  as  much  was  now  pur- 
chasable for  twelve  Attic  drachmae  as  was  sold  before  for 
twenty-five).  But  when  this  contrivance  was  discovered 
in  one  instance,  the  rumour  spread  about  the  camp,  that 
deserters  came  full  of  gold.  So  the  multitude  of  Arabians 
and  Syrians  ripped  up  those  that  came  as  suppliants, 
and  searched  their  bellies.  Nor  does  it  seem  to  me  that 
anv  misery  more  terrible  than  this  befell  the  Jews,  for  in 
one  night  about  two  thousand  of  these  deserters  were 
thus  ripped  up. 

§  5.  When  Titus  heard  of  this  lawless  conduct,  he  was 
within  an  ace  of  surrounding  those  that  had  been  guilty  of 
it  with  his  cavalry,  and  shooting  them  dead  ;  and  would 
have  done  so,  had  not  so  great  a  number  been  involved  in 
it,  for  those  that  were  liable  to  punishment  would  have 
been  many  times  more  than  those  whom  they  had  slain. 
However,  he  called  together  the  commanders  of  the  allies 
and  of  his  own  legions  (for  some  of  his  own  soldiers  were 
also  accused  of  the  same  conduct),  and  was  very  indignant 
against  both.  "  What  ?  (said  he)  have  any  of  my  own 
soldiers  done  such  things  as  this  for  uncertain  gain,  with- 
out respecting  their  own  weapons,  which  are  made  of  silver 
and  fjold  ?  Moreover,  do  the  Arabians  and  Svrians  now 
first  begin   to  indulge  their  passions  as  they  please  in  a 
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fon-mn  w;ir.  and  tlicii  i^.'t  tlu'ir  barbarity  in  murderina: 
nien^and  liatred  to  the  Jews  ascribed  to  the  Eomans?'* 
For  this  infamous  practice  was  said  to  have  spread  among 
some  of  his  own  soldiers  also.  Titus  next  threatened  to 
]»ut  to  death  any  one  wdio  should  dare  to  act  so  again  if 
det^ct^d ;  moreover,  he  charged  the  legions,  that  they  should 
make  a  search  for  such  as  were  suspected  of  such  con- 
duct, and  should  bring  them  before  him.  But  it  appeared 
that  the  love  of  money  overcame  all  their  dread  of  pmiish- 
inent,  for  a  vehement  desire  for  gain  is  innate  in  men,  and 
no  passion  is  so  venturesome  as  covet ousness ;  though 
such  passions  have  generally  certain  bounds,  and  are  sub- 
ordinate to  fear.  But  in  this  case  God  condemned  the 
whole  nation,  and  turned  to  their  destruction  every  step 
tliut  was  taken  for  their  safety.  What  therefore  was  for- 
bi.lden  by  Titus  on  pain  of  death  was  ventured  upon  pri- 
vately against  the  deserters.  For  these  barbarians  would 
go  out  still,  and  meet  those  that  ran  away  before  they 
were  themselves  descried,  and  looking  about  to  see  that 
no  Romans  spied  them,  would  rip  them  up,  and  pull 
this  impure  money  out  of  their  bowels  ;  which  was  only 
found  in  a  few  of  them,  though  a  great  many  were  killed 
from  the  bare  hope  of  getting  it.  Now  this  miserable 
treatment  made  many  deserters  return  back  again  to  the 
city. 

§  6.  As  for  John,  w^ien  he  could  no  longer  plunder  the 
peo}>le,  he  betook  himself  to  sacrilege,  and  melted  down 
many  of  the  votive  offerings  in  the  temple,  as  also  many 
of  the  vessels  which  were  necessary  for  divine  service,  as 
the  liowls,  the  dishes,  and  the  tables.  Nay,  he  did  not  keep 
his  hands  oft"  those  ewers  that  had  been  sent  by  Augustus 
and  his  wife.  For  the  Roman  emperors  did  ever  both 
honour  and  adorn  our  temple ;  whereas  this  man,  wiio 
was  a  Jew,  seized  upon  what  were  the  donations  of 
foreigners,  and  said  to  his  friends  that  they  might  use 
divine  things  without  fear,  as  they  were  fighting  "for  the 
<leity,  and  that  those  who  were  fighting  for  the  temple 
might  live  on  the  temple.  So  he  emptied  the  vessels  of 
the  sacred  win*'  and  oil,  which  the  priests  kept  to  pour  on 
the  Inirnt-offrrings,  and  w^hich  lay  in  the  inner  part  of  the 
temple,  and  distributed  it  among'^the  multitude,  and  they 
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without  fear  used  above  a  hin  each  in  their  anointing  and 
drinking.  And  here  I  cannot  but  speak  my  mind,  and  state 
wliat  the  concern  I  am  in  dictates  to  me.  I  suppose,  had 
the  Romans  made  any  longer  delay  in  coming  against 
these  wretches,  that  the  city  would  either  have  been  swal- 
lowed up  by  the  ground  opening,  or  been  deluged  by 
water,  or  else  been  destroyed  by  such  lightning  as  the 
inhabitants  of  Sodom  perished  by,  for  it  had  brought 
forth  a  generation  of  men  much  more  impious  than  those 
were  who  suffered  those  punishments.  At  any  rate  it 
was  by  their  madness  that  all  the  people  came  to  be 
destroyed. 

§  7.  But  why  need  I  relate  particular  calamities  ?  Why, 
Mannspus,  the  son  of  Lazarus,  fled  to  Titus  at  this  very  time, 
and  told  him  that  there  had  been  carried  out,  through  that 
one  gate  that  was  entrusted  to  his  care,  no  less  than  a  hun- 
dred and  fifteen  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighty  dead 
bodies,  in  the  interval  between  the  fourteenth  day  of  the 
month  Xanthicus,  when  the  Romans  pitched  their  camp  by 
the  city,  and  the  first  day  of  the  month  Panemus.  This 
was  an  immense  multitvide.  And  though  this  man  was  not 
himself  set  over  the  duty  of  carrying  these  bodies  out,  yet 
he  was  appointed  to  pay  the  jDublic  stipend  for  carrying 
these  bodies  out,  and  so  of  necessity  numbered  them.  And 
the  rest  were  buried  by  their  relations  ;  though  all  their 
burial  was  to  take  them  away,  and  cast  them  out  of  the 
city.  After  him  many  of  the  eminent  citizens  fled  to 
Titus,  and  told  him  the  entire  number  of  the  poor  that 
were  dead  was  no  less  than  six  hundred  thousand  who 
were  thrown  out  at  the  gates,  and  that  the  number  of  the 
rest  could  not  be  discovered.  They  told  him  further,  that 
when  they  were  no  longer  able  to  carry  out  the  dead 
bodies  of  the  poor,  they  laid  their  corpses  on  heaps  in  very 
large  houses,  and  shut  them  up  therein ;  as  also,  that  a 
measure  of  wheat  was  sold  for  a  talent,  and  that  after- 
wards, when  it  was  not  possible  to  gather  herbs  because 
the  city  was  all  walled  in,  some  persons  were  driven  to 
such  terrible  distress  that  they  searched  the  common 
sewers  and  old  dunghills  of  cattle,  and  ate  the  dung  which 
they  got  there  ;  and  what  of  old  they  could  not  endure  so 
much  as  to  look  at,  they  now  used  for  food.     When  the 
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IJoiiKuis  lioanl  this,  tlu-y  felt  great  pity,  but  tlie  seditious, 
who  saw  it,  did  not  ivjieut,  but  suffered  the  same  distress 
to  eoiiie  upon  tlieniselves.  For  thej  were  blinded  bv  the 
fate  which  was  ahvadv  coming  upon  the  city  and  upon 
themselves. 


BOOK  VI. 

CONTAINING  THE  INTERVAL  OF  ABOUT   ONE    MONTH. FROM 

THE  GREAT    EXTREMITY   TO    WHICH    THE    JEWS    WERE  RE- 
DUCED, TO  THE  TAKING  OF  JERUSALEM  BY  TITUS. 

CHAP.  I. 

Uoir  the  Miseries  of  the  Jews  still  grew  worse  ;  and  how  the 
Romans  made  an  Assault  iqwn  the  Toiver  of  Antonia. 

§1- 

''T^HUS  did  the  miseries  of  Jerusalem  grow  worse  and 
J-  worse  every  day,  and  the  seditious  were  still  more 
irritated  by  the  calamities  they  suffered,  for  the  famine 
finally  preyed  upon  them  after  it  had  preyed  upon  the 
l)eople.  Indeed  the  multitude  of  carcasses  that  lay  in  heaps 
one  upon  another  throughout  the  city  "vvas  a  horrible  sight, 
and  produced  a  pestilential  stench,  and  was  an  bind  ranee 
to  those  that  w^anted  to  make  sallies  out  of  the  city  and 
fight  the  enemy.  For  they  were  obliged,  as  men  that 
had  in  battle  been  initiated  in  ten  thousand  murders, 
to  tread  upon  those  dead  bodies  as  they  marched  along ; 
)>ut  they  did  not  shudder,  nor  did  they  pity  the  poor 
nu'n  as  they  marched  over  them,  nor  did  they  deem  this 
affront  offered  to  the  dead  an  ill  omen  to  themselves ; 
but  with  their  right  hands  already  polluted  with  the 
murder  of  their  fellow-countrymen,  they  ran  out  to  fight 
with  foreigners,  casting  a  reproach  (as*^  it  seems  to  me) 
(•n  the  deity  for  slowness  in  punishing  them;  for  the  war 
was  now  gone  on  with,  not  as  if  they  had  any  hope  of  vic- 
tory, but  were  nerved  l)y  the  energy  of  despair.      And 


CHAP.  I.]  THE    JEWISH    WAR.  73 

although  the  Eomans  had  great  trouble  in  getting  together 
material,  they  raised  their  earthworks  in  one  and  twenty 
days,  after  they  had  cut  down  all  the  trees  that  were  in  the 
country  near  the  city,  and  that  for  ninety  furlongs  round 
about,  as  I  have  already  related.  And  truly  the  very  appear- 
ance of  the  land  was  a  melancholy  sight ;  for  those  places 
which  were  before  adorned  with  trees  and  gardens,  were  now 
become  desolate  country  everywhere,  and  stripped  of  all 
their  trees.  Nor  could  any  foreigner  that  had  formerly  seen 
Judsea  and  the  most  beautiful  suburbs  of  the  city,  and  now 
saw  a  desert,  but  lament  and  mourn  sadly  at  so  great  a 
change.  For  the  war  had  played  havoc  with  every  sign 
of  beauty,  nor  had  any  one,  that  had  known  the  place  be- 
fore, come  on  a  sudden  to  it  now,  would  he  have  known  it 
again,  but  though  he  were  at  the  city,  he  would  have  in- 
quired for  it. 

§  2.  And  now  that  the  earthworks  were  finished,  they  af- 
forded grounds  for  fear  l)oth  to  the  Eomans  and  to  the  Jews. 
For  the  Jews  expected  that  the  city  would  be  taken,  imless 
they  could  burn  these  earthworks,  and  the  Eomans  expected 
that,  if  these  were  once  destroyed,  they  should  never  be  able 
to  take  it.  For  there  was  a  great  scarcity  of  material,  and 
the  bodies  of  the  soldiers  began  to  faint  under  such  hard 
labours,  as  their  souls  were  dispirited  at  so  many  reverses 
one  upon  another ;  and  the  very  sufferings  of  those  in  the 
city  proved  a  greater  discouragement  to  the  Eomans  than 
to  those  within  it.  For  they  found  the  fighting  men  of  the 
Jews  to  be  no  less  energetic  for  their  sore  afflictions,  while 
they  had  themselves  jxTpetually  less  and  less  hope  of  suc- 
cess, as  their  earthworks  were  forced  to  yield  to  the  strata- 
gems of  the  enemy,  their  engines  to  the  hardness  of  their 
wall,  and  their  hand  to  hand  fights  to  the  boldness  of  tliei]* 
attack.  And  what  was  the  greatest  discouragement  of  all, 
they  found  the  Jews'  courage  of  soul  to  be  superior  to  such 
great  evils  as  they  were  suffering  from,  as  their  sedition, 
their  famine,  and  the  war  itself ;  so  that  they  imagined 
that  the  violence  of  their  attacks  was  invincible,  and  that 
the  spirit  they  showed  would  never  be  cowed  by  their 
calamities ;  and  what  would  not  those  be  able  to  bear,  if 
they  should  be  fortunate,  who  turned  their  very  misfor- 
tunes to  courage  ?    These  considerations  made  the  Eomans 
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krt-p  II  str()n«;er  iriiard   about  their  earthworks  than  they 
liad  forinerlv  doiw. 

§  3.  And  now  John  and  his  party  in  the  tower  of  Antonia 
to(»k  care  for  seenrini,^  themselves  afterwards,  even  if  their 
last  wall  shoidd  be  thrown  down,  and  set  about  attacking 
tlie  Roman  earthworks  before  the  battering-rams  were  placed 
in  i)osition  upon  them.  But  their  attempt  did  not  suc- 
ceed, for  though  they  went  out  with  torches,  they  came 
back  under  great  discouragement  before  they  got  near 
the  earthworks.  For  tirst  their  plan  did  not  seem  to  be 
unanimous,  but  they  went  out  in  distinct  parties  and  at 
•  listinct  intei-vals,  and  in  a  slow  and  timorous  manner, 
and,  to  say  all  in  a  word,  not  like  Jews.  For  they  were 
now  defective  in  what  is  peculiar  to  our  nation,  that  is, 
boldness  and  impetuosity,  and  rushing  upon  the  enemy 
f'//  masse,  and  returning  without  serious  reverse.  For  they 
now  went  out  in  a  more  languid  manner  than  usual,  and 
found  the  Romans  drawn  up  in  battle  array,  and  more 
rourageous  than  usual.  And  they  guarded  their  earthworks 
l>oth  with  their  bodies  and  their  entire  armour  on  all  sides, 
so  that  they  left  no  room  for  the  fire  to  get  among  them, 
and  each  one  nerved  up  his  soul  rather  to  die  than  leave 
tlieir  ranks.  For  besides  that  all  their  hopes  were  cut 
oft",  if  these  works  were  once  burnt,  the  soldiers  were 
greatly  ashamed  that  craft  should  prevail  over  courage, 
desperation  over  armour,  numbers  over  experience,  and 
Jews  over  Romans.  The  Romans  had  now  also  another 
advantage,  in  that  their  engines  for  throwing  darts  and 
stones  reached  the  Jews  as  they  were  rushing  out  of  the 
city,  and  when  any  one  fell  he  got  in  the  way  of  the  one  that 
was  next,  and  the  danger  of  going  further  made  them  less 
zealous.  As  for  those  that  had  run  within  shot,  some  of 
them  were  terrified  at  the  good  order  and  closeness  of  the 
enemies'  ranks  before  they  came  to  a  close  fight,  and  others 
were  pricked  by  their  spears,  and  turned  back  again ;  and 
at  last  they  reproached  one  another  for  their  cowardice, 
and  retired  without  doing  any  thing.  This  sortie  was  made 
upon  the  first  day  of  the  month  Panemus.  And  when  the 
Jews  retired,  the  Romans  brought  up  their  battering-rams, 
although  they  had  all  the  while  stones  thrown  at  them 
from  the  tower  of  Antonia,  and  w^ere  assaulted  by  fire  and 
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sword,  and  by  all  sorts  of  missiles  which  necessity  supplied 
the  Jews  with.  For  though  they  had  i^^reat  reliance  on 
their  own  wall,  and  a  contempt  of  the  Koman  batterini^'- 
ranis,  yet  did  they  endeavour  to  hinder  the  Romans  from 
brinijing  them  up.  The  Romans  struggled  hai'd,  on  the 
contrary,  to  bring  them  up,  as  they  thought  that  this 
zeal  of  the  Jews  was  to  prevent  any  harm  being  done  to 
the  tower  of  Antonia,  because  its  wall  was  but  weak,  and 
its  foundations  they  hoped  rotten.  However,  that  tower 
did  not  yield  to  the  blows  given  it  by  the  battering-rams, 
but  the  Romans  bore  up  against  the  enemies'  darts,  whicli 
were  perpetually  cast  at  them  from  above,  and  did  not 
succumb  to  their  dangers,  but  brought  their  battering-rams 
into  play.  And  as  they  were  beneath  the  Jews,  and  sadly 
wounded  by  the  stones  thrown  down  upon  them,  some  of 
them  placed  their  shields  over  their  bodies, '^  and  partly 
with  their  hands,  partly  with  crowbars,  imdermined  its 
foundations,  and  with  great  trouble  removed  four  of  its 
stones.  And  night  put  an  end  on  both  sides  to  this 
struggle.  However,  that  night  the  wall,  that  had  been 
shaken  by  the  battering-rams  where  John  had  ingeniously 
undermined  the  previous  earthworks,  as  the  ground  gave 
way,  fell  down  suddenly. 

§  4.  When  this  event  unexpectedly  happened,  the  minds 
of  both  parties  were  encouraged.  For  though  one  would 
have  expected  that  the  Jews  would  be  dejected,  as 
this  fall  of  their  wall  was  unexpected  by  them,  and  they 
had  made  no  provision  to  meet  the  case,  yet  were  they 
full  of  confidence  because  the  tower  of  Antonia  was  still 
standing;  and  the  unexpected  joy  of  the  Romans  at  this 
fall  of  the  wall  was  soon  quenched  by  the  sight  they  had 
of  another  wall,  which  John  and  his  party  had  built  in- 
side the  other  wall.  However,  to  attack  this  second  wall 
appeared  less  difficult  than  the  storming  of  the  former  wall, 
because  it  seemed  easier  to  get  up  to  it  through  the  breach 
in  the  fonner  wall.  This  new  wall  appeared  also  to  be 
much  weaker  than  the  tower  of  Antonia,  and  the  Romans 
imagined  that  they  should  soon  overthrow  it,  because  it 
had  been  only  a  temporary  erection.     However,   nobody 

'  In  testudo  (or  tortoise)  fashion. 
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vrntm-rd  to  <,'(>  up  to  this  wall;  for  it  was  evident  death  to 
Mu-h  as  led  the  forloru  hope. 

§  5.  And  now  Titus,  cousiderint;:  that  the  alacrity  of 
s(.»ldi<"rs  in  war  is  chiefly  excited  by  hoi)e  aud  argument, 
and  t  hat  exhortations  and  promises  frequently  make  men 
for^'ct  the  hazards  they  run,  nay,  sometimes  despise  death 
itself,  «;ot  to<;ether  the  most  courageous  part  of  his  army, 
an<l  tried  to  work  on  his  men  by  the  following  speech. 
"  Fellow-soldiers,  to  exhort  men  to  do  what  has  no  peril  in 
it,  is  merely  inglorious  to  those  to  whom  the  exhortation 
is  miule,  and  in  him  that  makes  the  exhortation  suggests 
i'owardice.  I  therefore  think  that  such  exhortations  ought 
only  to  be  made  use  of  when  affairs  are  in  a  critical  con- 
<litiou,  aud  yet  worthy  of  being  attempted  by  every  one. 
I  grant  you  that  it  is  a  difficult  task  to  scale  this  wall ; 
Init  I  shall  proceed  to  show  that  it  is  proper  for  those 
that  desire  reputation  for  valour  to  cope  with  difficulties, 
and  that  it  is  a  noble  thing  to  die  with  glory,  and  that 
the  courage  of  those  who  take  the  initiative  shall  not  go 
unrewarded.  And  let  my  first  argument  to  urge  you  on 
be  taken  from  what  probably  some  w^ould  think  likely  to 
deter  you,  I  mean  the  constancy  and  patience  of  these 
Jews  in  spite  of  their  reverses.  For  it  is  unbecoming 
in  you,  who  are  Romans  and  my  soldiers,  who  have  been 
taught  in  peace  how  to  make  war,  and  w^ho  have  also  been 
used  to  conquer  in  war,  to  be  inferior  to  Jews  either  in 
hand  or  soul,  especially  as  you  are  near  final  victory,  and 
are  assisted  l>y  God.  For  our  reverses  have  been  owing  to 
the  desperation  of  the  Jews,  while  their  sufferings  are  in- 
tensified by  your  valour  and  the  assistance  of  G-od.  For  what 
can  their  internal  dissensions,  and  the  famine  and  siege, 
aud  the  fall  of  their  wall  without  our  engines,  signify  but 
God's  anger  against  them,  and  his  assistance  of  us  ?  It  will 
not  therefore  be  proper  for  you,  either  to  show  yourselves 
uiferior  to  those  to  whom  you  are  really  superior,  or  to  betray 
the  divine  assistance  wdiich  is  afforded  you.  And  how  caii 
it  be  esteemed  other  than  disgraceful  that,  while  the  Jews, 
who  need  not  be  much  ashamed  if  they  be  defeated,  be- 
<'uuse  they  have  long  learned  to  be  slaves,  do  yet  despise 
death  that  they  may  be  so  no  longer,  and  make  sallies  into 
the  midst  of  us  frequently,  not  in  hopes  of  conquering  us, 
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but  merely  as  a  bare  demonstration  of  their  courage ;  yet 
Ave,  who  have  conquered  almost  every  land  and  sea,  tO' 
whom  it  will  be  a  great  disgrace  if  we  are  not  victorious,  dO' 
not  once  run  any  risk  against  our  enemies,  but  with  sucli 
arms  as  we  have  sit  still  and  inactive,  and  only  wait  till 
famine  and  fortune  do  their  w^ork  against  them,  and  that 
though  we  have  it  in  our  power,  with  some  small  risk,, 
to  gain  all  that  we  desire  ?  For  if  we  get  up  to  the  tower  of 
Antonia,  we  gain  the  city.  For  if  there  should  be  any 
more  occasion  lor  fighting  against  those  within  the  city,. 
which  I  do  not  suppose  there  will  be,  yet  our  being  then 
upon  the  top  of  the  hill,'  and  being  upon  the  enemy  before 
they  can  take  breath,  promises  us  a  complete  victory.  As. 
for  myself,  I  shall  at  present  w^aive  any  commendation  of 
those  who  die  in  war,"  and  omit  to  sj^eak  of  the  immor- 
tality of  those  men  who  are  slain  in  the  midst  of  their 
martial  bravery,  yet  I  cannot  forbear  to  pray  for  those  who 
are  of  a  different  temper  that  they  may  die  of  disease  in 
time  of  peace,  and  their  souls  be  condemned  to  the  grave 
together  with  their  bodies.  For  who  does  not  know  that 
the  souls  of  good  men  which  are  severed  from  the  flesh  in 
battle  by  the  sword  are  received  by  the  ether,  that  purest 
of  elements,  and  placed  among  the  stars,  and  manifest 
themselves  as  good  genii  and  heroes  propitious  to  their 
posterity  ;  whereas  upon  those  souls  that  waste  away  in 
diseased  bodies,  notwithstanding  they  be  mostly  clean 
from  spots  and  defilements,  comes  a  subterraneous  night 
to  dissolve  them  to  nothing,  and  a  deep  oblivion  to  take 
away  all  remembrance  of  them,  so  that  in  their  case  the 
soul  at  the  same  time  comes  to  the  termination  of  its  life 
and  body  and  memory  ?  But  since  death  is  of  necessity 
fated  to  all  men,  and  a  sw^ord  is  an  easier  instrument  of  it 
than  any  disease,  how  is  it  not  a  very  mean  thing  for  us 
not  to  yield  up  to  the  public  benefit  what  we  must  yield  up 

^  Keland  notes  here,  very  pertinently,  that  the  tower  of  Antonia 
stood  higher  than  the  floor  of  the  temple  or  court  adjoining  to  it ;  and 
that  accordingly  they  descended  thence  into  the  temple,  as  Josephus 
elsewhere  speaks  also.     See  vi.  2,  §  5. — W. 

^  In  this  speech  of  Titus  we  may  clearly  see  the  notions  which  the 
Eomans  then  had  of  death,  and  of  the  happy  state  of  those  who  died 
bravely  in  war,  and  the  contrary  estate  of  those  who  died  ignobly  in 
their  beds  by  sickness.— rW. 
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to  fate  ?  I  have  said  all  this  upon  the  supposition  that 
those  who  first  attempt  to  scale  this  wall  must  needs  be 
killed,  although  men  of  true  courage  have  a  chance  to 
escape  even  in  the  most  hazardous  undertakings.  For  first, 
that  part  of  the  former  wall  that  is  thrown  down  is  easy 
to  ascend  ;  in  the  next  place  everything  that  is  built  is 
easily  destroyed.  As  for  the  rest  of  you,  pluck  up  your 
courage,  and  set  about  the  work,  and  mutually  encourage 
and  assist  one  another,  for  your  daring  will  soon  cow 
the  spirit  of  your  enemies.  And  perhaps  your  glorious 
undertaking  may  be  accomplished  successfully  without 
bloodshed.  For  although  it  is  probable  that  the  Jews  will 
try  to  hinder  your  scaling  the  wall,  yet  if  you  once  steal  a 
march  on  them  and  storm  their  wall,  they  will  not  be  able 
to  withstand  you  any  longer,  though  only  a  few  of  you  get 
the  start  of  them.  As  for  that  person  who  first  mounts  the 
wall,  I  should  be  ashamed  if  I  did  not  make  him  envied  by 
others  for  the  rewards  I  should  bestow  upon  him.  If  such 
a  one  escapes  with  his  life,  he  shall  have  the  command  of 
others  that  are  now  only  his  equals,  but  the  happiest  re- 
wards will  be  theirs  who  fall  in  the  attempt." 

§  6.  At  this  speech  of  Titus,  the  rest  of  the  soldiers  were 
frightened  at  so  great  a  danger  :  but  one  whose  name  was 
Sabinus,  a  soldier  that  served  among  the  cohorts,  and  was 
a  Syrian  by  birth,  showed  himself  very  brave,  both  in  hand 
and  soul,  though  any  one  would  have  thought  at  first  sight 
from  his  habit  of  body  that  he  was  not  fit  to  be  a  soldier. 
For  his  colour  was  black,  and  he  was  lean,  and  his  flesh 
lay  close  together,  but  an  heroic  soul  dwelt  in  this  lean 
body,  and  one  far  more  noble  ^  than  his  strength.  And  he 
was  the  first  that  rose  up,  and  spoke  as  follows.  *'  I  readily 
offer  myself  to  thee,  Prince.  I  will  first  ascend  the  wall, 
and  I  pray  that  thy  fortune  may  follow  my  strength  and 
resolution.  And  if  some  Nemesis  is  on  my  undertaking, 
take  notice  that  my  ill  success  will  not  be  unexpected,  but 
that  I  choose  death  voluntarily  for  thy  sake."  When  he 
had  said  this,  he  held  his  shield  over  his  head  with  his  left 
hand,  and  with  his  right  hand  drew  his  sword,  and  marched 
up  to  tlie  wall,  just  about  the  sixth  hour  of  the  day.    There 

^  I  read  yivvawrepot 
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followed  him  only  eleven  others,  who  resolved  to  imitate 
his  bravery :  but  he  went  a  lon^]^  way  ahead  of  them  all,  as 
if  possessed  by  a  divine  fury.  Now  those  that  guarded  the 
wall  shot  at  them  from  thence,  and  threw  innumerable 
darts  upon  them  from  every  side ;  they  also  rolled  very 
huge  stones  upon  them,  which  knocked  down  some  of  the 
eleven  that  were  with  him.  As  for  Sabinus  himself,  he 
faced  the  darts  that  were  thrown  at  him,  and  though  he 
was  deluged  hj  them,  he  did  not  relax  his  ardour  before 
he  had  got  up  on  the  top  of  the  wall,  and  put  the 
enemy  to  flight.  For  as  the  Jews  were  dismayed  at  his 
strength  and  bravery,  and  as  they  also  imagined  more 
persons  had  got  upon  the  wall  than  really  had,  they  fled. 
And  here  one  cannot  but  complain  of  fortune  as  envious  of 
virtue,  and  ever  hindering  the  performance  of  glorious 
achievements  ;  for  this  hero,  when  he  had  all  but  attained 
his  purpose,  stumbled  at  a  certain  large  stone,  and  fell 
down  upon  it  headlong  with  a  very  great  noise.  Upon 
this  the  Jews  turned  back,  and  when  they  saw  that  he  was 
alone,  and  had  fallen  down  also,  they  showered  darts  at  him 
from  all  sides.  However,  he  leaned  upon  his  knee,  and 
covered  himself  with  his  shield,  and  at  first  defended  him- 
self against  them,  and  wounded  many  of  those  that  came 
near  him  ;  but  he  was  soon  forced  to  relax  his  right  hand, 
from  the  number  of  wounds  that  had  been  given  him,  and 
at  last  he  was  quite  deluged  with  darts  before  he  gave  up 
the  ghost.  He  was  a  man  who  deserved  a  better  fate 
because  of  his  bravery,  but  he  fell  as  might  be  expected  in 
so  great  an  attempt.  As  for  the  remaining  eleven,  the 
Jews  crushed  three  of  them  to  death  with  stones,  when 
they  had  already  got  up  to  the  top  of  the  wall ;  the  other 
eight,  who  were  knocked  down  and  wounded,  were  carried 
back  to  the  camp.  This  happened  on  the  third  day  of  the 
month  Panemus. 

§  7.  Now  two  days  afterwards  twenty  of  the  men  that 
were  in  the  front,  and  kept  guard  at  the  earthworks,  got 
together,  and  called  to  them  the  standard-bearer  of  the 
fifth  legion,  and  two  others  of  a  troop  of  horse,  and  one 
trumpeter,  and  marched  without  noise  about  the  ninth 
hour  of  the  night  through  the  breach  in  the  wall  to  the 
tower  of  Antonia  ;  and  when  thev  had  cut  the  throats  of 
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the  lirst  guards  of  the  place  they  met,  as  they  were 
asleep,  they  occupied  the  wall,  and  ordered  the  trumpeter 
to  sound  his  trumpet.  Upon  this  the  rest  of  the  guards 
rose  up  suddenly  and  ran  away,  before  any  body  could  see 
how  many  had  scaled  the  wall ;  for,  partly  from  the  fear 
thev  were  in,  and  ])artly  from  tlie  sound  of  the  trumpet 
which  they  heard,  they  imagined  that  tlie  enemy  had  scaled 
the  wall  en  masse.  But  as  soon  as  Titus  heard  the  trumpet, 
he  ordered  the  army  to  put  on  their  armour  quickly,  and 
went  there  with  his  commanders,  and  ascended  first  of  all 
with  the  picked  men  that  were  with  him.  And  as  the  Jews 
fled  towards  the  temple,  they  rushed  into  the  mine  which 
John  had  dug  under  the  Roman  earthworks.  Then  the 
seditious  of  both  sections  of  the  Jews,  as  well  those  of 
John's  as  those  of  Simon's  party,  formed  themselves  into 
two  masses,  and  tried  to  keep  the  Romans  back,  and  indeed 
fought  with  the  greatest  of  energy  and  vigour ;  for  they 
esteemed  themselves  entirely  ruined  if  once  the  Romans 
got  into  the  temple,  and  the  Romans  looked  upon  the 
same  thing  as  the  beginning  of  entire  conquest.  So  a 
terrible  battle  was  fought  at  the  entrance  of  the  temple, 
for  the  Romans  tried  to  force  their  way  in  to  get  pos- 
session of  the  temple,  and  the  Jews  tried  to  drive  them 
back  to  the  tower  of  Antonia.  In  this  battle  the  darts 
were  on  both  sides  useless,  as  well  as  the  spears,  so  both 
armies  drew  their  swords,  and  fought  it  out  hand  to  hand, 
and  during  this  struggle  the  positions  of  tlie  men  were 
indistinguishable  on  both  sides,  and  they  fought  at  random, 
the  men  being  intermixed  with  one  another,  and  jumbled 
together  because  of  the  narrowness  of  space  ;  while  the 
shouts  of  the  combatants  fell  on  the  ear  in  an  indistinct 
manner  because  they  were  so  loud.  And  great  slaughter 
was  now  made  on  both  sides,  and  the  combatants  trod 
upon  the  bodies  and  armour  of  those  that  had  fallen,  and 
crushed  them  to  pieces.  And  to  which  ever  side  the  battle 
inclined,  those  that  were  victorious  encouraged  one  another,, 
and  those  that  were  beaten  made  great  lamentation ;  but 
there  was  no  room  for  flight  or  pursuit,  but  doubtful  phases 
and  changes  succeeded  one  another,  as  the  armies  were  in- 
termixed. And  those  that  were  in  the  front  ranks  were 
under  the  necessity  of  killing  or  being  killed,  without  any 
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chance  of  escape  ;  for  those  ou  both  sides  that  were  behind 
forced  those  before  them  to  go  on,  without  leaving  any 
space  between  the  armies.  But  as  the  Jews'  ardour  was 
too  much  for  the  Romans'  skill,  and  the  whole  Roman  line 
was  beginning  already  to  give  Avay  (for  the  fight  had  lasted 
from  the  ninth  hour  of  the  night  till  the  seventh  hour  of 
the  day),  and  the  Jews  came  on  en  masse,  and  had  the 
danger  of  capture  as  an  incitement  to  valour,  whereas  the 
Romans  had  here  only  a  part  of  their  army  (for  those 
legions  on  which  their  soldiers  relied  had  not  yet  come  up) 
it  was  thought  by  the  Romans  sufficient  at  present  to 
occupy  the  tower  of  Antonia. 

§  8.  But  one  Julian,  a  centurion  that  came  from  Bithynia,^ 
a  man  of  great  reputation,  and  the  most  excellent  of  all 
whom  I  observed  in  the  war  for  skill  in  arms,  strength 
of  body,  and  courage  of  soul,  seeing  the  Romans  giving 
ground  and  making  a  feeble  defence  (for  he  stood  near 
Titus  at  the  tower  of  Antonia),  rushed  forward  and  him- 
self alone  put  the  Jews  to  flight,  when  they  were  already 
conquerors,  and  made  them  retire  as  far  as  the  corner  of 
the  inner  part  of  the  temple.  For  the  Jews  fled  from  him 
en  masse,  supposing  that  neither  his  strength  nor  daring 
could  be  those  of  a  mere  man.  And  he  rushed  through  the 
midst  of  the  Jews,  as  they  all  fled  pell  niell,  some  in  one 
direction  some  in  another,  and  killed  those  that  he  came 
up  with ;  nor,  indeed,  was  there  any  sight  that  appeared 
more  wonderful  in  the  eyes  of  Titus,  or  more  terrible  to  the 
others,  than  this.  However,  he  was  himself  pursued  by  fate, 
which  it  was  not  possible  for  him,  who  was  but  a  mortal 
man,  to  escape  ;  for  as  he  had  shoes  full  of  thick  and  sharp 
nails,  as  had  every  one  of  the  other  soldiers,  while  he  was 
running  on  the  pavement  of  the  temple,  he  sli2)ped,  and 
fell  down  upon  his  back  with  a  very  great  noise,  which  was 
made  by  his  armour.  This  made  those  that  were  running 
away  turn  back  ;  whereupon  those  Romans  that  were  in 
the  tower  of  Antonia  set  up  a  great  shout,  as  they  were  in 
fear  for  the  man,  but  the  Jews  crowded  round  him  en 
masse,  and  struck  at  him  with  their  spears  and  swords  on 
all  sides.     And  he  received  a  great  many  of  the  strokes  of 

^  A  province  in  the  north-west  of  Asia  !Minor.     Jewish  War,  i.  12, 

§4. 
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these  iron  weapons  on  his  shield,  and  often  attempted  to 
get  up,  but  was  kept  down  by  those  that  struck  at  him  ;  yet 
did  he,  as  he  lay  on  the  ground,  stab  many  with  his  sword. 
Nor  was  he  soon  killed,  as  he  was  covered  with  his  helmet 
and  breastplate  in  all  those  parts  of  his  body  where  he 
could  be  mortally  wounded ;  he  also  pulled  his  neck  close 
to  his  body,  till  all  his  other  limbs  being  hacked  about,  and 
nobody  daring  to  come  to  defend  him,  he  yielded  to  his 
fate.  Now  Titus  was  deeply  affected  at  this  man  of  such 
great  bravery  being  killed  in  the  sight  of  so  many  people : 
and  wished  himself  to  come  to  his  assistance,  but  the 
place  gave  him  no  chance,  and  such  as  might  have  done  so 
were  too  much  terrified  to  attempt  it.  So,  when  Julian 
had  struggled  with  death  a  great  while,  and  had  let  but 
few  of  those  that  had  given  him  his  mortal  wounds  go  off 
unhurt,  he  at  last  had  his  throat  cut,  though  not  without 
difficulty,  and  left  behind  him  a  very  great  fame,  not  only 
with  the  Romans  and  Titus  himself,  but  with  his  enemies 
also.  But  the  Jews  snatched  up  his  dead  body,  and  put 
the  Romans  to  flight  again,  and  shut  them  up  in  the  tower 
of  Antonia.  Now  those  that  most  distinguished  them- 
selves, and  fought  most  bravely  in  this  battle  on  the  Je^^sh 
side,  were  one  Alexas  and  Gyphthaeus  of  John's  party,  and 
of  Simon's  party  Malachias  and  Judas  the  son  of  Merto, 
and  James  the  son  of  Sosas,  the  commander  of  the  Idu- 
mseans  ;  and  of  the  Zealots  two  brothers,  Simon  and  Judes, 
the  sons  of  Arus. 


CHAP.   II. 

How  Titus  gave  Orders  to  demolish  the  Tower  of  Antonia, 
and  commanded  Josephus  to  urge  the  Jews  again  to  sur- 
render. 

§1. 

AND  now  Titus  gave  orders  to  his  soldiers  that  were 
with  him  to  rase  to  the  ground  the  foundations  of  the 
tower  of  Antonia,  and  make  an  easy  ascent  for  all  his 
army  ;  and  himself  had  Josephus  brought  to  him  (for  he 
had  been  informed  that  on  that  verv  day,  which  was  the 


CHAP.  II.]  THE    JEWISH    WAR.  83 

seventeenth  day  of  Panemus/  the  sacrifice  called  the  con- 
tinual sacrifice  had  not  been  offered  to  God  for  want  of  men 
to  offer  it,  and  that  the  people  were  grievously  dejected  at 
this),  and  commanded  him  to  say  the  same  things  to  John 
that  he  had  said  before,  namely,  that  if  he  had  any  evil  in- 
clination for  fighting,  he  might  come  out  to  fight  with  as 
many  men  as  he  pleased,  without  destroying  either  city  or 
temple  ;  but  he  desired  he  would  not  any  longer  defile  the 
temple,  nor  offend  against  God.  He  added  that  the  sacri- 
fices wliich  had  been  discontinued  might  be  offered  up  by 
any  of  the  Jews  whom  he  should  choose.  And  Josephus 
stood  in  a  place  where  he  might  be  heard,  not  by  John 
only,  but  by  many  more,  and  then  gave  them  the  message 
of  Titus  in  the  Hebrew  language,  and  earnestly  prayed 
them  to  spare  their  city,  and  to  prevent  that  fire  which  was 
just  ready  to  seize  upon  the  sanctuary,  and  to  offer  their 
usual  sacrifices  to  God  therein.  At  these  words  of  his  a 
great  sadness  and  silence  were  observed  among  the  people, 
but  the  tyrant"  cast  many  reproaches  and  imprecations 
upon  Josej^hus,  and  at  last  added  that  he  did  not  fear 
the  taking  of  the  city,  because  it  was  God's  own  city. 
Then  Josephus  cried  out  with  a  loud  voice,  "  Certainly  you 
have  kept  this  city  pure  for  God  !  the  sanctuary  also  con- 
tinues unpolluted  !  Nor  have  you  been  guilty  of  any  im- 
piety against  him  for  whose  assistance  you  hope  !  He  still 
receives  the  accustomed  sacrifices  !  Vilest  wretch,  if  any  one 
should  deprive  you  of  your  daily  food,  you  would  esteem 
him  an  enemy,  yet  do  you  hope  to  have  for  your  supporter 
in  this  war  that  God  whom  you  have  deprived  of  his  ever- 
lasting worship  ?  And  do  you  impute  your  sins  to  the  Eomans, 
who  to  this  very  time  take  care  to  have  our  laws  observed, 
and  almost  compel  those  sacrifices  to  be  still  offered  to 
God,  which  have  by  you  been  intermitted  ?  Wlio  is  there 
that  would  not  groan  and  lament  at  the  amazing  chan'ge 
in  regard  to  this  city,  that  foreigners  and  enemies  do  now 

^  This  was  a  remarkable  day  indeed,  the  17th  of  Panemus,  a.d.  70, 
when,  according  to  Daniel's  prediction,  606  years  before,  the  Komans 
"  in  half  a  week  caused  the  sacrifice  and  oblation  to  cease."  Dan.  ix.  27. 
For  from  the  month  of  February,  a.d.  66,  about  which  time  Vespasian 
entered  on  this  war,  to  this  very  time,  was  just  three  years  and  a 
half.— W. 

^  John  of  Gischala  is  meant.     Cf.  §§  5,  6. 
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correct  your  impiety,  while  yon,  who  are  a  Jew,  and  were 
educated  in  our  laws,  are  become  a  bitterer  enemy  to  them 
than  they  are  ?  But,  John,  it  is  never  dishonourable  to 
repent,  and  turn  from  what  is  bad,  even  at  the  last  ex- 
tremity, and  you  have  a  good  example  before  you,  if  you 
desire  to  save  the  city,  in  Jechoniah,  the  king  of  the  Jews, 
who,  when  the  king  of  Babylon  made  war  against  him  in 
old  days,  did  of  his  own  accord  go  out  of  the  city  before  it 
was  taken,  and  did  undergo  a  voluntary  captivity  with  his 
family,  that  this  sanctuary  might  not  be  delivered  up  to 
the  enemy,  and  that  he  might  not  see  the  house  of  G-od  set 
on  fire  :  on  which  account  he  is  celebrated  among  all  the 
Jews  in  their  sacred  memorials,  and  his  memory  is  become 
immortal,  and  will  be  handed  down  fresh  to  posterity 
through  all  ages.  This,  John,  is  an  excellent  example, 
even  if  danger  be  involved.  But  I  promise  that  the  Eomans 
will  forgive  you.  And  remember  that  I,  who  advise  you 
thus,  am  one  of  your  own  nation  ;  I,  who  promise  you  this, 
am  a  Jew ;  and  it  is  right  to  consider  who  gives  advice  and 
where  it  comes  from.  For  while  I  am  alive  may  I  never 
be  such  a  slave  as  to  forego  my  own  kindred,  or  forget  the 
laws  of  our  forefathers.  You  are  indignant  at  me  again, 
and  make  a  clamour  at  me,  and  reproach  me,  and  I  cannot 
deny  that  I  am  worthy  of  worse  treatment  than  this,  be- 
cause I  advise  you  thus  in  opposition  to  fate,  and  endeavour 
strongly  to  save  those  whom  God  has  condemned.  And 
who  does  not  know  the  writings  of  the  ancient  prophets, 
and  particularly  the  oracle  which  is  just  now  going  to  be 
fulfilled  upon  this  unhappy  city  ?  For  they  foretold  that 
this  city  should  be  taken  when  somebody  should  begin  the 
slaughter  of  his  fellow-countrymen.  And  are  not  both  the 
city  and  the  entire  temple  now  full  of  the  dead  bodies  of  your 
fellow-countrymen  ?  It  is  God  therefore,  it  is  God  himself, 
who  in  concert  with  the  Romans  is  bringing  fire  to  purge 
the  city  and  temple,  and  is  going  to  root  up  this  city, 
which  is  full  of  so  many  pollutions." 

§  2.  As  Josephus  spoke  these  words  with  groans  and 
tears,  his  voice  was  broken  by  sobs.  And  the  Romans 
pitied  his  emotion  and  admired  his  good  intention ;  but 
John  and  his  party  were  only  the  more  exasperated 
against  the   Romans,   and  desired  to   get  Josephus  also 


I 
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into  their  power.  But  his  speech  influenced  many  of 
the  better  sort.  And  some  only  stayed  where  they  were, 
because  they  were  afraid  of  the  guards  set  by  the  sedi- 
tious, though  they  were  satisfied  that  both  they  and  the 
city  were  doomed  to  destruction.  Some  also  watched 
for  a  convenient  opportunity  to  get  quietly  away,  and 
fled  to  the  Romans,  among  whom  were  the  high  j)riests 
Joseph  and  Jesus,  and  of  the  sons  of  the  high  priests, 
three  of  the  sons  of  Ishmael,  who  was  beheaded  in  Cyrene,^ 
and  four  sons  of  Matthias,  as  also  one  son  of  the  other 
Matthias,  who  ran  away  after  his  father's  death,  for  his 
father  was  slain  by  Simon  the  son  of  Gioras,  with  three  of 
his  sons,  as  I  have  already  related  ;  many  other  noble  men 
also  went  over  to  the  Romans  with  the  high  priests.  And 
Titus  not  only  received  these  men  very  kindly  in  other  re- 
spects, but  also,  knowing  they  would  not  willingly  live  after 
the  customs  of  other  nations,  sent  them  to  Gophna,"  and 
desired  them  to  remain  there  for  the  present,  and  told 
them,  that  when  he  had  finished  the  war,  he  would  restore 
their  possessions  again  to  each  of  them  at  his  leisure.  So 
they  gladly  retired  to  the  small  city  which  was  allotted 
them,  without  fear  of  any  danger ;  but  as  they  were  not 
seen  again,  the  seditious  spread  it  abroad  again  that  de- 
serters were  slain  by  the  Romans,  Avliich  they  did  of  course 
to  deter  the  rest  from  running  away  from  fear  of  the  same 
treatment.  This  trick  of  theirs  succeeded  for  a  while  as 
before ;  for  others  were  deterred  from  deserting  by  fear 
of  the  same  treatment. 

§  3.  So  Titus  recalled  these  men  from  Gophna,  and 
bade  them  go  round  the  walls  with  Josephus,  and  show 
themselves  to  the  people,  upon  which  a  very  great  many 
fled  to  the  Romans.  They  also  assembled  en  masse,  and 
standing  before  the  Romans,  besought  the  seditious  with 
lamentations  and  tears  first  to  receive  the  Romans  into  the 
city  while  it  was  entire,  and  save  their  country  again,  and 
if  not,  at  least  to  depart  out  of  the  temple,  and  save  the 
holy  house  for  them  ;  for  the  Romans  would  not  venture  to 

'  The  chief  town  of  C^'renaica,  the  Libyan  Pentapolis,  on  the  north 
coast  of  Africa.  Antiq.  xiv.  7,  §  2  ;  xvi.  G,  §  5.  Jewish  War,  Ji-  16, 
§4;   vii.  11,  §1. 

'■*  Jijna.     Jewish  War,  i.  11,  §  2. 
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set  the  sanctuary  on  fire  except  on  the  most  pressing  neces- 
sity. But  the  seditious  were  only  the  more  obstinate  in  their 
opposition,  and  cast  loud  reproaches  upon  these  deserters, 
and  also  mounted  their  engines  for  throwing  darts  and  bolts 
and  stones  upon  the  sacred  gates  of  the  temjDle  at  due  dis- 
tances from  one  another,  so  that  all  the  space  round  the 
temple  was  like  a  cemetery,  so  great  was  the  number  of  dead 
bodies  therein,  and  the  holy  house  itself  was  like  a  citadel. 
For  they  rushed  into  the  Holy  and  Holy  of  Holies  in  their 
armour,  while  their  hands  were  yet  warm  with  the  blood 
of  their  fellow-countrymen,  nay,  they  proceeded  to  such 
great  lawlessness,  that  the  Romans  had  now  against  the 
Jews  the  very  same  indignation,  for  their  impiety  in  re- 
gard to  their  own  religious  customs,  that  the  Jews  would 
naturally  have  had  against  the  Romans,  had  they  been 
guilty  of  such  abuses  against  them.  Indeed,  there  were 
none  of  the  Roman  soldiers  who  did  not  look  with  awe 
at  the  holy  house,  and  adore  it,  and  wish  that  the  robbers 
would  repent  before  their  sufferings  were  past  remedy. 

§  4.  Now  Titus  was  deeply  affected  with  this  state  of 
things,  and  again  rej^roached  John  and  his  party,  and  said 
to  them,  "  Did  not  you,  vilest  of  wretches,  put  up  a  wall  of 
partition  before  your  Holy  of  Holies?  Did  you  not  put 
up  pillars  in  the  temple  at  due  distances,  and  engrave  on 
them  in  Greek  and  Roman  letters  the  order  that  no  one 
should  go  beyond  that  wall  ?  And  did  we  not  give  you 
leave  to  kill  any  that  went  beyond  it,  even  though  he  were 
a  Roman  ?  And  what  do  you  do  now,  accursed  wretches  ? 
"Why  do  you  trample  upon  dead  bodies  in  the  temple  ?  and 
why  do  you  pollute  this  holy  house  with  the  blood  of  both 
foreigners  and  Jews  themselves  ?  I  appeal  to  the  gods  of 
my  own  country,  and  to  every  god  that  ever  had  any  re- 
gard to  this  place  (for  I  do  not  suppose  it  is  now  regarded 
by  any  of  them)  ;  I  also  appeal  to  my  own  army,  and  to 
those  Jews  that  are  now  with  me,  and  even  to  yourselves, 
that  I  do  not  force  you  to  defile  your  sanctuary ;  and  if 
you  will  but  change  your  battle-ground,  no  Roman  shall 
either  come  near  your  sanctuary,  or  offer  any  affront  to  it. 
Nay,  I  will  endeavour  to  preserve  to  you  your  holy  house, 
whether  you  will  or  not." 

§  5.  When  Josephus  was  the  spokesman  of  these  words  of 
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Titus,  both  tlie  robbers  and  the  tyrant  ^  thought  that  this 
exhortiition  proceeded  from  Titus'  fear,  and  not  from  his 
good-will,  and  treated  it  with  contempt.  And  as  Titus 
saw  that  these  men  were  neither  to  be  moved  by  pity  for 
themselves,  nor  had  any  concern  about  the  holy  house 
being  spared,  he  proceeded  unwillingly  to  war  again.  He 
could  not  indeed  lead  all  his  army  against  them,  the  space 
was  so  narrow,  but  choosing  thirty  of  the  most  valiant  sol- 
diers out  of  every  hundred,  and  committing  a  thousand 
to  each  tribune,  and  making  Cerealis  the  commander  in 
chief,  he  gave  orders  that  they  should  attack  the  garrison 
of  the  Jews  about  the  ninth  hour  that  night.  And  when 
he  was  now  in  his  armour,  and  intending  to  go  down  with 
them,  he  was  stopped  by  his  friends  because  of  the  great- 
ness of  the  danger,  and  by  the  remarks  of  the  com- 
manders ;  for  they  said  that  he  would  do  more  by  sitting 
in  the  tower  of  Antonia,  as  a  dispenser  of  rewards  to  those 
soldiers  that  distinguished  themselves  in  the  fight,  than 
by  coming  down,  and  hazarding  his  own  person  in  the 
front ;  for  they  would  all  fight  stoutly  while  Titus  looked 
on.  To  this  Titus  hearkened,  and  said  that  the  only 
reason  which  made  him  listen  to  the  soldiers  was  that 
he  might  so  be  able  to  judge  of  their  valour,  and  that 
no  brave  soldier  might  be  unnoticed  and  lose  his  reward, 
and  that  no  cowardly  soldier  might  go  unpunished;  but 
that  he  might  himself  be  a  spectator  and  eye-witness  of  all 
that  was  done,  who  was  to  be  the  disposer  of  punishments 
and  rewards.  So  he  sent  the  soldiers  about  their  work  at 
the  forementioned  hour,  and  went  himself  to  a  watch- 
tower  in  the  tower  of  Antonia,  and  there  waited  with 
impatience  to  see  the  event. 

§  6.  However,  the  soldiers  that  were  sent  did  not  find 
the  garrison  asleep,  as  they  hoped  to  have  done,  but  were 
obliged  to  engage  with  them  immediately,  as  they  rushed 
upon  them  with  a  great  shout.  And  as  soon  as  the  rest 
heard  the  shout  of  those  that  were  upon  the  watch,  they 
sallied  out  upon  them  en  masse.  And  the  Eomans  re- 
ceived the  onset  of  those  that  came  first  upon  them,  but 
those  that  followed  them  fell  upon  their  own  troops,  and 

^  John  of  Gischala  is  meant.     Cf.  §§  I,  6. 
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many  of  them  treated  their  own  soldiers  as  if  they  had 
been  enemies.  For  the  confused  noise  that  was  made  on 
both  sides  hindered  them  from  accurately  distinguish- 
ing one  another's  voices,  and  the  darkness  of  the  night 
hindered  them  from  distinguishing  them  by  sight;  besides 
that  blindness  which  was  inspired  by  passion  in  some,  and 
by  fear  in  others.  So  it  was  all  one  to  the  soldiers  whom 
they  struck  at.  However,  this  ignorance  did  less  harm  to 
the  Romans  than  to  the  Jews,  for  they  fought  more 
shoulder  to  shoulder,  and  advanced  in  better  order,  and 
each  of  them  remembered  their  watch-word :  while  the 
Jews  were  perpetually  scattered  about,  and  made  their 
attacks  and  retreats  at  random,  and  frequently  seemed  to 
one  another  to  be  enemies  ;  for  every  one  of  them  received 
those  of  their  own  men  that  came  back  in  the  dark  as 
Romans  who  were  attacking  them.  And  so  more  of  them 
were  wounded  by  their  own  men  than  by  the  enemy,  till, 
upon  the  coming  of  day,  the  nature  of  the  fight  was 
henceforth  discerned  by  the  eye ;  they  then  stood  in  line 
of  battle,  and  regularly  cast  their  darts  and  defended 
themselves.  Nor  did  either  side  yield  or  grow  weary. 
The  Romans  vied  with  each  other  who  should  fight  the 
most  energetically,  both  single  men  and  entire  regiments, 
as  being  under  the  eye  of  Titus,  and  every  one  concluded 
that  this  day  would  be  the  beginning  of  his  promotion,  if 
he  fought  bravely ;  while  the  great  encouragements  which 
the  Jews  had  to  act  vigorously  were  their  fear  for  them- 
selves and  for  the  temple,  and  the  presence  of  their  tyrant,^ 
who  urged  on  some,  and  scourged  and  threatened  others. 
Now  it  so  happened  that  this  fight  was  for  the  most  part 
a  stationary  one,  as  the  soldiers  had  to  manoeuvre  in  small 
space  and  quickly ;  for  there  was  no  great  space  of  ground 
for  either  party  for  flight  or  pursuit.  And  at  every  phase 
of  the  battle  there  was  an  appropriate  cry  raised  by 
the  Romans  from  the  tower  of  Antonia,  who  loudly  cried 
out  to  their  own  men  to  press  on  courageously,  when  they 
were  getting  the  best  of  it,  and  to  stand  their  ground 
when  they  were  retreating;  so  that  here  was  a  kind  of 
theatre  of  war ;  for  what  was  done  in  this  fight  could  not 

^  John  of  Gischala  is  meant.     Cf.  §§  1,5, 
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be  concealed  either  from  Titus  or  from  those  that  were 
with  him.  And  this  fight,  which  began  at  the  ninth 
hour  of  the  night,  was  not  over  till  past  the  fifth  hour 
of  the  day,  and  was  fought  on  the  same  ground  where 
the  battle  began,  and  neither  party  could  say  they  had 
made  the  other  retire,  but  both  armies  left  the  victory 
in  uncertainty  between  them.  Now  those  that  distin- 
guished themselves  on  the  Roman  side  were  a  great 
many,  but  on  the  Jewish  side,  of  those  that  were  with 
Simon,  Judas  the  son  of  Merto,  and  Simon  the  son  of 
Josias ;  and  of  the  Iduniaeans,  James  and  Simon,  the 
latter  of  whom  was  the  son  of  Cathlas,  as  James  was 
the  son  of  Sosas ;  and  of  those  that  were  with  John, 
Gypthaius  and  Alexas  ;  and  of  the  Zealots,  Simon  the  son 
of  Arus. 

§  7.  Meantime,  the  rest  of  the  Roman  army  had,  in 
seven  days'  time,  overthrown  the  foundations  of  the  tower 
of  Antonia,  and  had  made  ready  a  broad  way  up  to  the 
temple.  Then  did  the  legions  come  near  the  first  wall, 
and  began  to  raise  their  earthworks,  one  opjDosite  the 
north-west  corner  of  the  inner  temj^le,  another  at  the  hall 
facing  north  which  was  between  the  two  gates  ;  and  of 
the  other  two,  one  was  at  the  western  portico  of  the  outer 
temple,  the  other  outside  opposite  the  northern  portico. 
However,  these  works  were  not  thus  far  advanced  by  the 
Romans  without  great  pains  and  difficulty,  particularly 
as  they  were  obliged  to  bring  their  materials  from  the 
distance  of  a  hundred  furlongs.  They  were  still  further 
injured  sometimes  by  ambushes,  being  over-secure  be- 
cause of  their  frequent  victories,  and  finding  the  Jews 
over-bold  from  their  despair  of  safety.  For  when  some 
of  their  horsemen,  when  they  went  out  to  gather  wood 
or  hay,  let  their  horses  feed  without  having  their 
bridles  on,  while  they  were  foraging,  the  Jews  sallied  out 
en  masse,  and  carried  them  off.  And  as  this  was  con- 
tinually being  done,  and  Titus  believed,  what  was  indeed 
the  truth,  that  the  horses  were  stolen  more  from  the 
negligence  of  his  own  men  tlian  the  valour  of  the  Jews,  he 
determined  to  use  great  severity  to  force  the  rest  to  take 
care  of  their  horses ;  so  he  commanded  that  one  of  those 
soldiers  who   lost    their  horses  was  to  be   put  to  death, 
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whereby  lie  so  terrified  the  rest,  that  they  took  care  of  their 
horses  for  the  time  to  come.  For  they  did  not  any  longer 
let  them  graze  about,  but  as  if  they  were  joined  to  them, 
went  always  with  them  when  they  wanted  necessaries. 
And  the  Romans  still  continued  to  besiege  the  temple, 
and  to  raise  their  earthworks. 

§  8.  Now  the  day  after  the  Romans  had  ascended  the 
breach,  many  of  the  seditious  were  so  pressed  by  famine,  as 
plunder  now  failed  them,  that  they  gathered  together  and 
made  an  attack  on  those  Roman  guards  that  were  upon 
the  Mount  of  Olives,  about  the  eleventh  hour  of  the  day, 
supposing  first  that  they  would  not  expect  an  attack,  and 
next  that  they  were  then  taking  care  of  their  bodies,  and 
that  therefore  they  would  very  easily  cut  their  way  through 
them.  But  the  Romans  were  apprized  beforehand  of  their 
coming  to  attack  them,  and  quickly  ran  up  from  the  neigh- 
bouring camps,  and  prevented  them  from  getting  over 
their  fortifications,  and  breaking  through  and  forcing  their 
lines.  Upon  this  came  on  a  sharp  fight,  and  here  many 
great  actions  were  performed  on  both  sides  ;  for  the  Romans 
showed  both  their  strength  and  skill  in  war,  and  the  Jews 
rushed  at  them  with  headlong  impetuosity  and  intolerable 
passion.  The  former  were  urged  on  by  shame,  and  the 
latter  by  necessity  ;  for  it  seemed  very  disgraceful  for  the 
Romans  to  let  the  Jews  go,  now  they  were  taken  in  a  kind 
of  net,  while  the  Jews  had  but  one  hope  of  safety,  and 
that  was  if  they  could  by  violence  break  through  the 
Roman  lines.  And  when  the  Jews  were  already  routed 
and  driven  down  the  ravine,  a  trooper,  whose  name  was 
Pedanius,  spurred  his  horse  on  their  flank  with  great  vehe- 
mence, and  caught  up  a  certain  young  man  belonging  to 
the  enemy  by  his  ancle,  as  he  was  running  away,  and  a 
man  too  of  a  robust  body  and  in  his  armour ;  so  low  did 
Pedanius  bend  himself  down  from  his  horse  even  as  it 
was  galloping,  and  so  great  was  the  strength  of  his  right 
hand,  as  of  the  rest  of  his  body,  and  so  skilful  was  he 
in  horsemanship.  So  he  seized  this  man  as  a  treasure, 
and  carried  him  oft*  captive  to  Titus.  Thereupon  Titus 
admired  the  man  that  had  seized  the  other  for  his  great 
strength,  and  ordered  the  man  that  was  captured  to  be 
punished  for  his  attempt  on  the  Roman  lines,  and  himself 
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went  on  with  the  siege  of  the  temple,  and  the  raising  of  the 
earthworks. 

§  9.  Meantime  the  Jews  were  so  distressed  by  their 
various  fights,  as  the  war  ever  mounted  higher  and  higher, 
and  crept  up  to  the  holy  house,  that  they  cut  off  as  it  were 
those  limbs  of  their  body  which  were  infected,  in  order  to 
prevent  the  distemper  spreading  further.  For  they  set 
on  fire  the  north-west  portico,  which  was  joined  to  the 
tower  of  Antonia,  and  afterwards  broke  off  about  twenty 
cubits,  and  so  with  their  own  hands  made  a  beginning  of 
burning  the  sanctuary.  And  two  days  after,  on  the  twenty- 
fourth  day  of  the  forenanied  month,'  the  Romans  set  fire  to 
the  next  portico,  when  the  fire  went  fifteen  cubits  further. 
The  Jews,  in  like  manner,  cut  off  the  roof,  nor  did  they  at 
all  desist  from  their  work  till  the  tower  of  Antonia  was  dis- 
connected from  the  temple,  even  though  it  was  in  their 
power  to  have  stopped  the  fire.  But  they  were  inactive 
when  the  temple  was  first  set  on  fire,  and  deemed  this 
spreading  of  the  fire  to  be  for  their  advantage.  And  both 
armies  kept  still  fighting  against  one  another  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  the  temple,  and  the  war  was  full  of  continual 
sallies  against  one  another  by  turns. 

§  10.  Nov7  there  was  at  this  time  a  man  among  the 
Jews,  of  low  stature  and  despicable  appearance,  and  of  no 
note  either  as  to  his  family  or  in  other  respects,  whose 
name  was  Jonathan.  He  went  out  near  the  high  priest 
John's  tomb,^  and  uttered  many  other  insolent  things  to 
the  Romans,  and  challenged  the  best  of  them  to  single 
combat.  But  most  of  those  in  the  Roman  army  disdained 
him,  and  some  (as  well  they  might  be)  were  afraid  of  him. 
Some  also  reasoned  justly  enough  that  it  was  not  wise  to 
fight  with  a  man  that  desired  to  die,  because  those  that 
utterly  despaired  of  safety  had  besides  other  things  a 
headlong  impetuosity  in  attack,  and  had  no  regard  to 
God ;  and  to  hazard  oneself  against  persons,  whom  to  over- 
come was  no  great  matter,  and  by  whom  to  be  beaten  was 
dangerous  and  disgraceful,  was  a  proof  not  of  courage  but 
temerity.  Now  as  nobody  came  out  to  accept  this  man's 
challenge,  and  the  Jew  twitted  them  with  a  great  number 

^  Panemus.  ^  Near  the  Jaffa  gate.     Jewish  War,  v.  9,  §  2. 
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of  reproaches  as  cowards  (for  he  was  a  very  bragging 
fellow  himself,  and  a  great  despiser  of  the  Romans),  a 
trooper  whose  name  was  Pudens,  disgusted  at  the  other's 
words  and  impudence  (and  perhaps  inadvisedly  elated  at 
the  other's  lowness  of  stature),  ran  out  to  him,  and  was  too 
much  for  him  in  other  respects,  but  was  betrayed  by  for- 
tune. For  he  fell  down,  and  as  he  was  down,  Jonathan 
camie  running  to  him,  and  cut  his  throat,  and  then  standing 
upon  his  dead  body,  brandished  his  sword,  bloody  as  it 
was,  and  shook  his  shield  with  his  left  hand,  and  shouted 
loudly  to  his  own  army,  and  insulted  over  the  dead  man, 
and  jeered  at  the  Eomaus  who  were  looking  on,  till  one 
Priscus,  a  centurion,  shot  a  dart  at  him,  as  he  was  leaping 
about  and  playing  the  fool,  and  pierced  him  through  : 
upon  which  a  shout  was  set  up  both  by  the  Jews  and 
Romans,  though  from  different  motives.  And  Jonathan 
swooned  away  from  the  pain  of  his  wound,  and  fell  down 
upon  the  body  of  his  adversary,  showing  the  very  quick 
vengeance  that  can  come  upon  men  that  have  success  in 
war  without  deserving  the  same. 


CHAP.   III. 

Concerniiuj  a  Stratagem  that  ivas  devised  hy  the  Jev^s,  hy 
which  they  burnt  inany  of  the  Romans,  with  a  Descriptio7i 
of  the  terrible  Famine  that  ivas  in  the  City, 

§  1- 

AND  now  the  seditious  that  were  in  the  temple  openly 
endeavoured  every  day  to  beat  off  the  soldiers  who 
were  upon  the  earthworks,  and  on  the  twenty- seventh  day 
of  the  forenamed  month  ^  contrived  the  following  stratagem. 
They  filled  that  part  of  the  western  portico,  which  was  be- 
tween the  beams  and  the  roof  underneath,  with  dry  wood, 
as  also  with  bitumen  and  pitch,  and  then  retired  from 
the  place,  as  though  they  were  quite  exhausted  with  the 
pains  they  had  taken.  At  this  proceeding  on  their  part 
many  of  the  inconsiderate  among  the  Romans,  who  were 

^  Panemus. 
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carried  away  by  their  impetuosity,  followed  hard  after 
them  as  they  were  retiring,  and  applied  ladders  to  the 
portico,  and  jumped  upon  it,  l>ut  the  more  prudent  of 
them,  thinking  this  unaccountable  retreat  of  the  Jews  sus- 
picious, remained  where  they  were.  However,  the  portico 
was  full  of  those  that  had  mounted  on  it,  and  meantime 
the  Jews  set  it  all  on  fire.  And  as  the  flames  jjurst  out 
suddenly  from  all  sides,  the  Romans  that  were  out  of 
danger  Avere  seized  with  very  great  consternation,  as  those 
that  were  in  the  midst  of  danger  were  in  the  utmost  dis- 
tress. And  when  they  perceived  themselves  surrounded 
with  the  flames,  some  of  them  threw  themselves  down 
headlong  backwards  into  the  city,  and  others  among  their 
enemies,  and  many  in  hope  of  safety  leaped  down  among 
their  own  men,  and  broke  their  limbs,  but  most  of  those 
that  were  going  to  take  these  violent  steps  were  prevented 
by  the  fire,  but  some  anticipated  the  fire  by  their  own  swords. 
However,  the  fire  soon  so  spread  as  to  surround  imme- 
diately those  who  would  have  otherwise  perished.  As  for 
Titus,  he  could  not  but  pity  those  that  thus  perished,  since 
there  was  no  way  of  bringing  them  any  relief,  altliough  he 
was  angry  with  them  for  going  up  there  without  orders. 
Yet  was  it  some  comfort  to  those  who  j^erished  that  they 
saw  him  grieve  for  whose  sake  they  were  lavish  of  their 
lives  ;  for  he  was  visible  crying  out  to  them,  and  leaping 
up,  and  exhorting  those  that  were  about  him  to  do  their 
utmost  to  relieve  them.  So  every  one  of  them  died  cheer- 
fully, carrying  off  with  them  the  words  and  grief  of  Titus 
as  a  splendid  epitaph.  Some  indeed  retired  to  tlie  wall  of 
the  portico,  which  was  broad,  and  so  got  safe  out  of  tlie  fire, 
but  were  then  surrounded  by  the  Jews,  and  altliough  they 
resisted  for  a  long  time,  yet  were  they  wounded  by  them, 
and  at  last  all  fell. 

§  2.  Finally  a  young  man  among  them,  whose  name  was 
Longus,  threw  a  lustre  on  all  this  tragedy,  and  while  every 
one  of  them  that  perished  was  worthy  of  a  memorial,  this 
man  apf>eared  the  bravest  of  them  all ;  and  the  Jews  ad- 
mired him  for  his  courage,  and  were  also  unable  to  kill 
him,  so  they  urged  him  to  come  down  to  them,  upon  secu- 
rity being  given  him  for  his  life ;  but  Cornelius  his  brother 
besought  him,  on  the   contrary,   not  to  tarnish  his  own 
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glory,  nor  that  of  the  Roman  army.  He  listened  to  him, 
and  lifted  up  his  sword  in  the  presence  of  both  armies,  and 
slew  himself.  But  one  Sertorius  among  those  surrounded 
by  the  fire  escaped  by  his  cleverness.  For  when  he  had 
with  a  loud  voice  called  Lucius,  one  of  his  fellow-soldiers 
that  lay  in  the  same  tent,  he  said  to  him,  "  I  leave  thee 
heir  of  all  I  have,  if  thou  wilt  come  and  receive  me.  Upon 
this  he  came  running  to  receive  him  readily,  and  Sertorius 
threw  himself  down  upon  him,  and  saved  his  own  life, 
while  he  that  received  him  was  dashed  so  violently  against 
the  pavement  by  the  other's  weight,  that  he  died  imme- 
diately. This  tragedy  made  the  Romans  dejected  for  a 
while,  but  yet  it  made  them  more  upon  their  guard  for  the 
future,  and  was  of  advantage  to  them  against  the  treachery 
of  the  Jews,  by  which  they  were  greatly  damaged  through 
their  ignorance  of  the  localities,  and  through  the  nature  of 
the  inhabitants.  Now  this  portico  was  burnt  down  as  far 
as  John's  tower,  which  he  had  built  in  the  war  he  made 
against  Simon  over  the  gates  that  led  to  the  Xystus.^  The 
Jews  also  cut  off  the  rest  of  that  portico,  after  they  had 
slain  those  that  had  got  upon  it.  And  the  next  day  the 
Romans  burnt  down  the  north  portico  entirely  as  far  as 
the  east  portico,  whose  connecting  angle  was  built  over  the 
ravine  that  was  called  Cedron,  so  that  the  depth  was 
frightful.  Such  was  the  state  of  the  temple  at  this 
time. 

§  3.  Now  the  number  of  those  that  perished  by  famine 
in  the  city  was  prodigious ;  and  the  miseries  they  under- 
went were  unspeakable  ;  for  if  so  much  as  the  shadow  of 
any  kind  of  food  anywhere  appeared  in  any  house,  a 
fight  ensued,  and  the  dearest  friends  fell  to  contending 
with  one  another  for  it,  snatching  from  each  other  the 
wretched  supports  of  life,  Nor  would  men  believe  that 
those  who  were  dying  had  no  food,  but  the  robbers  would 
search  them  even  when  they  were  expiring,  lest  any  one 
should  have  concealed  food  in  his  bosom  and  counter- 
feited death.  And  the  robbers  themselves  gaped  for  want, 
and  ran   about    staggering   like    mad   dogs,  and   reeling 

'  The  Xystus  was  parallel  to  the  west  side  of  the  Temple,  between 
the  causeway  and  '  Robinson's  Arch.'  The  gate  leading  to  it  is  appa- 
rently that  known  as  '  Barclay's  Gateway.' 
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against  the  doors  of  houses  like  drunken  men,  and  would 
also  in  their  dire  distress  rush  into  the  same  houses  two 
or  three  times  in  one  hour.  And  their  hunger  was  so 
intole^'able,  that  it  obliged  them  to  chew  every  thing,  and 
they  picked  up  such  things  as  the  filthiest  animals  would 
not  touch,  and  actually  eat  them.  Nor  did  they  at  last 
abstain  from  girdles  and  shoes,  and  pulled  off  and  gnawed 
the  very  leather  which  belonged  to  their  shields.  And 
T^-isps  of  old  hay  became  food  to  some,  and  some  gathered 
up  fibres,  and  sold  a  very  small  weight  of  them  for  four 
Attic  [drachmae].  But  why  need  I  describe  the  shame- 
lessness  that  the  famine  brought  on  men  in  eating  in- 
animate things  ?  For  I  am  going  to  relate  a  fact  such  as 
no  history  records  either  among  Greeks  or  Barbarians, 
horrible  to  speak  of  it,  and  incredible  when  heard.  I  would 
indeed  have  willingly  omitted  this  tragic  story,  that  I 
might  not  seem  to  be  merely  telling  marvels  to  posterity, 
but  that  I  have  innumerable  witnesses  to  it  of  my  conteni- 
poraries.  Besides,  my  country  would  have  little  reason  to 
thank  me  for  suppressing  the  miseries  that  she  underwent 
at  this  time. 

§  4.  There  was  a  certain  woman  that  dwelt  beyond  the 
Jordan,  whose  name  was  Mary,  and  her  father  was  Eleazar, 
of  the  village  of  Bethezob '  (which  signifies  the  House  of 
Hyssop).  She  was  eminent  for  her  family  and  w^ealth,  and 
had  fled  to  Jerusalem  with  the  rest  of  the  community,  and 
was  besieged  with  them  at  this  time.  All  the  other  effects 
that  she  had  brought  with  her  from  Peraea,'  and  removed 
to  the  city,  had  been  seized  upon  by  the  tyrants,  and  any 
scraps  that  she  had  treasured  up  besides,  as  also  any  food 
that  she  had  contrived  to  save,  had  been  also  carried  off 
by  the  rapacious  guards,  who  came  every  day  running  to 
her  house.  This  greatly  provoked  the  poor  woman,  and 
from  the  frequent  reproaches  and  imprecations  she  cast 
at  these  robbers,  she  incensed  them  to  anger  against  her. 
But  as  none  of  them  either  in  rage  or  pity  would  take  away 
her  life,  and  if  she  found  any  food,  she  perceived  her  labours 
were  for  others,  and  it  was  now  become  almost  hopeless  for 
her  to  find  any,  and  the  famine  pierced  through  her  very 

^  An  unknown  place  east  of  Jordan. 
2  Jewish  War,  ii.  3,  S  1. 
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bowels  and  marrow,  her  passion  was  fired  to  a  degree  beyond 
the  famine  itself,  nor  did  she  take  any  counsellor  but  her  rage 
and  the  necessity  she  was  in.  So  she  proceeded  to  a  most 
unnatural  thing,  and,  snatching  up  her  son,  who  was  a 
child  sucking  at  her  breast,  she  exclaimed, "  Otliou  miserable 
infant !  for  whom  shall  I  preserve  thee  in  war,  famine,  and 
sedition  ?  As  to  the  Romans,  even  if  they  preserve  our 
lives,  we  must  be  slaves ;  but  the  famine  will  anticipate 
that  slavery,  yet  are  these  seditious  persons  more  terrible 
than  both  the  other  plagues.  So  be  thou  my  food,  and  be 
thou  a  fury  to  these  seditious  j^ersons,  and  a  by-word  to 
the  world,  which  is  all  that  is  now  wanting  to  complete 
the  calamities  of  us  Jews."  As  soon  as  she  had  said  this, 
she  slew  her  son,  and  then  roasted  him,  and  eat  half  of 
him,  and  kept  the  rest  by  her  concealed.  And  straight- 
way the  seditious  came  in,  and  smelling  the  scent  of  this 
imcanny  food,  threatened  to  cut  her  throat  immediately, 
if  she  did  not  show  them  the  food  she  had  dressed.  She 
replied  that  she  had  saved  a  very  fine  portion  of  it  for 
them,  and  uncovered  what  was  left  of  her  son.  There- 
upon they  were  seized  with  horror  and  amazement  of 
mind,  and  their  blood  ran  cold  at  the  sight.  And  she  said 
to  them,  "  This  is  mine  own  son,  and  this  is  my  doing. 
Come,  eat  of  this  food,  for  I  have  eaten  of  it  myself,  and 
be  not  more  tender  than  a  woman,  or  more  compassionate 
than  a  mother.  But  if  you  are  too  scrupulous,  and  abhor 
my  sacrifice,  as  I  have  eaten  half,  let  the  rest  be  reserved 
for  me  also."  At  this  they  went  out  trembling,  being 
cowards  at  this  sight  alone,  and  with  some  difficulty  pre- 
vailed on  themselves  to  leave  the  rest  of  that  meat  to  the 
mother.  And  the  whole  city  was  full  of  this  horrid  action 
immediately,  and  as  every  body  considered  this  miserable 
case  before  their  eyes,  they  shuddered,  as  if  this  unheard- 
of  action  had  been  done  by  themselves.  And  those  that  were 
thus  distressed  by  the  famine  were  very  desirous  to  die, 
and  those  already  dead  were  esteemed  happy,  because  they 
had  not  lived  long  enough  either  to  hear  or  see  such 
miseries. 

§  5.  This  tragic  story  soon  spread  among  the  Romans, 
some  of  whom  hardly  believed  it,  and  others  felt  intense 
pity,  but  most  were  excited  by  it  to  a  more  bitter  hatred 
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than  before  against  our  nation.  As  for  Titus,  he  excused 
himself  before  God  as  to  this  matter,  and  said,  that  for  his 
part  he  had  offered  peace  and  liberty  to  the  Jews,  as  well 
as  amnesty  for  all  their  former  audacity,  but  that  they 
instead  of  concord  had  chosen  sedition,  and  instead  of 
peace  war,  and  before  satiety  and  abundance  famine,  and 
had  begun  with  their  own  hands  to  burn  down  the  temple, 
which  the  Romans  had  preserved  hitherto,  and  so  they  de- 
served to  eat  such  food  as  this.  However,  this  horrid  action 
of  eating  a  child  ought  (he  said)  to  be  covered  by  the  over- 
throw of  their  country,  and  men  ought  not  to  leave  such  a 
city  upon  the  earth  to  be  seen  by  the  sun,  where  mothers 
were  thus  fed  ;  although  such  food  was  fitter  for  the 
fathers  than  for  the  mothers,  since  it  was  they  that  con- 
tinued still  in  a  state  of  war,  even  after  such  miseries  as 
these.  At  the  same  time  that  he  said  this,  he  reflected 
on  the  desperate  condition  these  men  must  be  in,  for  they 
would  hardly  ever  be  likely  to  come  to  their  senses,  who 
had  endured  all  kinds  of  sufferings,  when  they  need  not 
by  repenting  have  suffered  at  all. 


CHAP.  IV. 

The  EaHhivorJcs  being  com})leted,  and  the  Battering-rams 
hr ought  up,  to  no  purpose,  Titus  gives  orders  to  set  fire 
to  the  Gates  of  the  Temple  ;  in  7io  long  time  after  ivhich 
the  Holy  House  itself  is  hiirnt  down  against  his  Wish. 

AND  now  two  of  the  legions  had  completed  their  earth- 
works on  the  eighth  day  of  the  month  Lous,  where- 
upon Titus  gave  orders  that  the  battering-rams  should  be 
applied  to  the  western  hall  of  the  inner  temple.  For 
before  they  were  brought  u^),  the  strongest  of  all  the  siege- 
engines  had  been  incessantly  ap^^lied  to  the  walls  for  six 
days  Avithout  making  any  impression  upon  them  ;  but  the 
great  size  and  excellent  masonry  of  the  stones  was  too  much 
for  those  and  for  these  also.  And  some  of  the  Romans 
undermined   the  foundations  of  the  northern  gate,    and 

V.  H 
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after  a  world  of  pains  removed  the  outermost  stones ;  but 
the  gate  was  upheld  by  the  inner  stones,  and  continued  in 
its  position,  till  the  workmen,  despairing  of  all  attempts 
by  tjattering-ranis  and  crowbars,  brought  up  ladders  to  the 
porticoes.  Now  the  Jews  did  not  interrupt  them  in  so 
doing,  but  when  they  had  got  on  these  ladders,  they  fell  upon 
them,  and  fought  with  them,  and  some  they  thrust  down,  and 
threw  back  headlong,  and  others  they  met  and  slew.  They 
also  struck  and  slew  with  their  swords  many  that  were 
getting  off  the  ladders  before  they  could  protect  themselves 
with  their  shields,  nay,  some  of  the  ladders,  when  they 
were  full  of  armed  men,  they  tipped  over  and  threw  down 
from  above.  And  no  small  slaughter  was  made  of  the 
Jews  also.  Those  Romans  that  bore  the  standards  fought 
especially  hard  for  them,  deeming  it  a  terrible  thing,  that 
would  tend  to  their  great  shame,  if  they  jDermitted  them  to 
be  seized  by  the  enemy.  But  the  Jews  at  last  got  posses- 
sion of  those  standards,  and  slew  those  that  had  gone  wp  the 
ladders,  while  the  rest  were  so  cowed  by  the  fate  of  those 
who  had  been  slain  that  they  retired.  Now  none  of  the 
Romans  died  without  having  slain  some  of  his  foes  first ;  and 
of  the  seditious,  those  that  had  fought  bravely  in  the  former 
battles  did  the  like  now,  as  also  did  Eleazar,  the  nephew 
of  Simon  the  tyrant.  But  when  Titus  perceived  that 
his  endeavours  to  spare  a  foreign  temple  turned  to  the 
damage  of  his  soldiers,  and  got  them  killed,  he  gave  orders 
to  set  the  gates  on  fire. 

§  2.  Meantime  there  deserted  to  him  Ananus  of  Emmaus,^ 
the  most  bloody  of  all  Simon's  body-guards,  and  Archelaus, 
the  son  of  Magadatus,  who  hoped  to  to  be  forgiven,  because 
they  deserted  at  a  time  when  the  Jews  were  victorious. 
Titus  accused  these  men  of  this  as  a  cunning  trick,  and  as 
he  had  been  informed  of  all  their  barbarity  to  the  Jews, 
he  had  a  great  mind  to  have  them  both  put  to  death,  for  he 
said  that  they  were  only  driven  to  this  desertion  by  neces- 
sity, and  had  not  come  there  from  choice,  and  that  they 
did  not  deserve  to  be  saved  alive  who  now  hurried  away 
from  their  own  city  which  was  already  on  fire  owing  to  them. 
However,  the  security  he  had  promised  deserters  overcame 
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his  resentment,  and  he  dismissed  them  accordingly,  though 
he  did  not  put  them  in  tlie  same  rank  that  he  had  placed 
others.  And  now  the  soldiers  had  already  put  fire  to  the 
gates,  and  the  silver  melting  quickly  made  the  flames 
spread  to  the  wood-work,  whence  the  flames  continually 
extended  till  they  reached  the  porticoes.  Upon  the  Jews 
seeing  this  fire  all  about  them,  their  S2:)irits  sunk  together 
with  their  bodies,  and  they  were  in  such  a  panic  that  not 
one  of  them  attempted  either  to  defend  himself  or  to  quench 
the  fire,  but  they  stood  as  mute  spectators.  However,  they 
did  not  so  grieve  at  the  loss  of  what  was  now  burning,  as 
to  grow  wiser  for  the  time  to  come,  but  they  whetted 
their  passion  against  the  Romans,  as  though  the  sanctuary 
itself  was  on  fire  already.  This  fire  prevailed  during  that 
day  and  the  following  night ;  for  the  soldiers  were  not 
able  to  burn  the  porticoes  all  together  at  one  time,  bat 
only  partially. 

§  3.  The  next  day,  Titus  commanded  part  of  his  army  to 
quench  the  fire,  and  to  make  a  road  for  the  more  easy 
marching  up  of  the  legions,  while  he  himself  summoned  the 
commanders  together.  And  when  the  six  principal  ones 
were  assembled  together,  namely,  Tiberius  Alexander,  the 
general  of  the  whole  army,  and  Sextus  Cerealis,  the  com- 
mander of  the  fifth  legion,  and  Larcius  Lepidus,  the  com- 
mander of  the  tenth  legion,  and  Titus  Phrygius,  the 
commander  of  the  fifteenth  legion,  and  Liternius  Fronto, 
the  leader  of  the  two  legions  that  came  from  Alex- 
andria, and  Marcus  Antonius  Julianus,  the  procurator 
of  Judaea,  and  after  them  the  rest  of  the  procurators  and 
tribunes,  Titus  asked  for  their  advice  about  the  temple. 
Now  some  thought  it  would  be  best  to  act  according  to 
the  rules  of  war  [and  demolish  it],  for  the  Jews  would  never 
leave  off  rebelling  while  the  temple  was  standing,  where 
they  all  used  to  congregate  from  all  quarters.  Others 
were  of  opinion,  that  if  the  Jews  would  leave  it,  and  cease 
to  make  it  their  arsenal,  they  might  save  it,  but  if 
the  Jews  fought  from  it  any  more,  they  must  burn  it ; 
for  it  must  then  be  looked  upon  not  as  a  temple  but  as 
a  citadel;  and  the  impiety  of  burning  it  would  belong 
to  those  that  forced  this  to  be  done,  and  not  to  them.  But 
Titus  said,  that  even  if  the  Jews  did  get  upon  the  temple 
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and  fight  them  from  thence,  yet  they  ought  not  to  avenge 
themselves  on  inanimate  things  instead  of  on  men,  nor 
ought  they  in  any  case  to  burn  down  such  a  work  as 
that ;  for  that  would  be  a  loss  to  the  Romans  themselves, 
as  it  would  be  an  ornament  to  their  empire  as  long  as  it 
continued.  And  Fronto  and  Alexander  and  Cerealis  confi- 
dently agreed  with  the  opinion  of  Titus.  Then  Titus  broke 
up  the  meeting,  when  he  had  first  given  orders  to  the 
commanders  that  their  other  forces  should  rest,  that  they 
might  be  more  vigorous  in  action,  but  that  picked  men  from 
the  cohorts  should  make  their  way  through  the  ruins,  and 
quench  the  fire. 

§  4.  On  that  day  the  Jews  were  so  weary,  and  in  such  a 
panic,  that  they  refrained  from  any  attacks :  but  on  the 
next  day  they  gathered  their  whole  force  together,  and  very 
boldly  sallied  forth  through  the  east  gate  upon  those  that 
guarded  the  outer  part  of  the  temple,  about  the  second  hour 
of  the  day.  And  they  received  their  attack  with  great 
bravery,  and  by  covering  themselves  with  their  shields 
in  front  closed  in  their  ranks  like  a  wall,  but  it  was  evident 
they  could  not  stand  their  ground  very  long,  but  would 
be  overcome  by  the  numbers  and  passion  of  those  that  sal- 
lied out  upon  them.  So  Titus,  seeing  from  the  tower  of 
Antonia  that  these  troops  would  be  likely  to  give  way,  sent 
some  picked  cavalry  to  reinforce  them.  Thereupon  the 
Jews  were  not  able  to  sustain  their  onset,  and  upon  the 
slaughter  of  those  in  the  front,  most  of  the  rest  were  put 
to  flight.  But  as  the  Romans  retired,  the  Jews  turned  back 
upon  them,  and  pressed  upon  them,  but  when  the  Romans 
wheeled  round,  they  retreated  again,  until  about  the  fifth 
hour  of  the  day  they  were  beaten  and  shut  themselves  up 
inside  the  temple. 

§  5.  Then  Titus  retired  again  to  the  tower  of  Antonia, 
and  resolved  to  invest  and  storm  the  temple  the  next  day 
early  in  the  morning  with  his  whole  army.  As  for  it,  God 
had  certainly  long  ago  doomed  it  to  the  fire,  and  now  the 
fated  day  had  come  round  in  the  revolution  of  ages, 
namely  the  tenth  day  of  the  month  Lous,  upon  which  it 
was  formerly  burnt  by  the  king  of  Babylon.  Howbeit, 
these  flames  took  their  rise  from  the  Jews  themselves,  and 
were  occasioned  by  them.     For  upon  Titus'  retiring,  the 
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seditious  were  quiet  for  a  little  while,  and  then  attacked 
the  Romans  again,  when  those  that  guarded  the  sanctuary 
fought  with  those  that  tried  to  quench  the  fire  that  was 
burning  the  outside  of  the  temple ;  but  these  Romans  put 
the  Jews  to  flight,  and  proceeded  as  far  as  the  sanctuary. 
At  this  time  one  of  the  soldiers,  without  staying  for  any 
orders,  and  without  any  horror  at  so  great  a  crime,  being 
possessed  by  a  certain  weird  fury,  snatched  a  brand  out 
of  the  wood  that  was  on  fire,  and  being  lifted  up  by 
another  soldier,  set  fire  to  a  golden  window,  through  which 
there  was  a  passage  to  the  rooms  round  the  sanctuary  on 
the  north  side.  As  the  flames  went  upwards,  the  Jews 
made  a  great  clamour  worthy  of  so  mighty  an  afiliction, 
and  ran  up  to  prevent  it ;  and  now  they  were  reckless 
of  their  lives,  and  spared  not  their  strength  at  all,  since 
that  was  perishing  which  they  had  long  been  fighting  to 
protect. 

§  6.  And  now  a  certain  person  came  running  to  Titus, 
and  told  him  of  this  fire,  as  he  was  resting  himself  in  his 
tent  after  the  recent  fight,  and  he  leaped  up  in  great  haste 
as  he  was,  and  ran  to  the  temple  to  put  a  stop  to  the  fire ; 
and  all  the  commanders  followed  him,  and  the  legions 
accompanied  them  in  great  agitation.  And  there  was  a  great 
clamour  and  tumult  raised,  as  was  natural  upon  the  dis- 
orderly movement  of  so  great  an  army.  Then  Titus,  both 
by  calling  to  the  soldiers  that  were  fighting  in  a  loud  voice, 
and  by  giving  a  signal  to  them  with  his  right  hand,  ordered 
them  to  quench  the  fire.  But  they  did  not  hear  what  he 
said,  though  he  spoke  so  loud,  having  their  ears  already 
dinned  by  a  greater  noise,  nor  did  they  attend  to  the  signal 
he  made  with  his  hand  either,  as  the  attention  of  some  of 
them  was  diverted  by  fighting,  and  of  others  by  passion. 
As  for  the  legions  that  came  running  up,  neither  any  ex- 
hortation nor  threatening  could  restrain  their  violence,  but 
each  one's  passion  was  his  leader  ;  and  as  they  jostled  one 
another  in  the  entrances  into  the  temple,  many  of  them 
were  trampled  on  by  one  another,  while  a  great  number 
fell  among  the  still  hot  and  smoking  ruins  of  the  porti- 
coes, and  perished  in  the  same  miserable  way  as  those 
whom  they  had  conquered.  And  when  they  were  near  the 
sanctuary,  they  pretended  not  to  have  heard  Titus'  orders, 
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and  encouraged  those  that  were  before  them  to  set  it  on 
fire.  As  for  the  seditious,  they  were  in  too  great  distress 
already  to  afford  their  assistance  [towards  quenching  the 
fire],  for  they  were  everywhere  slain,  and  everywhere 
beaten.  As  for  most  of  the  people,  they  were  weak  and 
without  arms,  and  had  their  throats  cut  wherever  they 
were  taken,  and  a  quantity  of  dead  bodies  lay  heaped  upon 
one  another  round  about  the  altar,  and  at  the  steps  going 
up  to  it  ran  a  great  quantity  of  blood,  and  the  dead  bodies 
also  that  were  slain  above  slipped  down. 

§  7.  And  now,  as  Titus  was  imable  to  restrain  the  fury 
of  his  enthusiastic  soldiers,  and  the  fire  prevailed  more  and 
more,  he  went  into  the  Holy  of  Holies  with  his  generals, 
and  saw  it  and  what  was  in  it,  which  he  found  to  be  far 
superior  to  the  report  of  foreigners,  and  not  inferior  to 
what  we  ourselves  boasted  and  thought  of  it.  But  as  the 
flame  had  not  as  yet  reached  its  inner  parts,  but  was  con- 
suming the  rooms  round  the  sanctuary,  Titus  supposing, 
as  was  the  case,  that  the  sanctuary  might  yet  be  saved, 
rushed  up,  and  endeavoured  in  person  to  persuade  the 
soldiers  to  quench  the  fire,  and  gave  orders  to  Liberalis 
the  centurion  to  beat  and  keep  back  the  soldiers  that  were 
refractory  with  the  staves  of  the  spearmen  that  were 
round  him.  But  their  passion  overcame  the  regard  they 
had  for  Titus,  and  the  dread  they  had  of  him  who  forbade 
them,  as  also  did  their  hatred  of  the  Jews,  and  a  certain 
vehement  inclination  to  fight  them.  Moreover,  the  hope  of 
plunder  induced  many  to  go  on,  as  they  thought  that  all 
the  places  within  were  full  of  money,  and  they  saw  that  all 
round  it  was  made  of  gold.  And,  besides,  one  of  those 
that  had  entered  the  place  anticipated  Titus,  when  he 
rushed  up  to  restrain  the  soldiers,  and  put  fire  under  the 
hinges  of  the  gate  in  the  dark,  and  as  the  flame  burst  out 
from  within  immediately  the  generals  retired  with  Titus, 
and  nobody  any  longer  forbade  those  that  were  without  to 
set  fire  to  the  sanctuary.  Thus  was  it  burnt  down  against 
Titus'  wish. 

§  8.  Now,  although  one  could  not  indeed  but  greatly 
lament  the  destruction  of  such  a  splendid  pile  as  this  was, 
since  it  was  the  most  wonderful  of  all  the  works  that  we 
have  seen  or  heard  of,  not  only  for  its  curious  structure 
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and  size,  but  also  for  the  vast  cost  of  every  part  of  it,  and 
for  the  glorious  reputation  of  its  Holy  of  Holies,  yet  might 
such  a  one  greatly  comfort  himself  with  the  thought  that  it 
was  fate  that  decreed  it  so  to  be,  which  neither  living  crea- 
tures nor  works  and  places  can  avoid.  However,  one  cannot 
but  wonder  at  the  exactness  of  the  period.  For  the  same 
month  and  day  were  now  observed,  as  I  said  before,  as  that 
whereon  the  temple  was  burnt  before  by  the  Babylonians. 
Now  the  number  of  years  that  passed  from  its  first  build- 
ing, commenced  by  king  Solomon,  till  this  destruction  of  it, 
which  happened  in  the  second  year  of  the  reign  of  Ves- 
pasian, are  inferred  to  be  one  thousand  one  hundred  and 
thirty,  besides  seven  months  and  fifteen  days  ;  and  from  the 
second  building  of  it  by  Haggai,  in  the  second  year  of 
Cyrus  the  king,  till  its  destruction  under  Vespasian,  there 
were    six   hundred  and   thirty-nine   years   and   forty-five 


CHAP.  V. 

The  great  Distress  the  Jeivs  were  in  upon  the  Burriing  of  the 
Temple.  Concernhuj  a  false  Prophet,  and  the  Signs  that 
preceded  this  Destruction. 

WHILE  the  temple  was  on  fire,  every  thing  was  plun- 
dered that  came  to  hand,  and  ten  thousand  of  those 
that  were  taken  were  slain  :  nor  was  there  pity  for  any  age, 
nor  any  regard  paid  to  dignity,  but  children,  and  old  men, 
and  profane  persons,  and  priests,  were  all  slain  in  the  same 
manner ;  so  that  this  war  pursued  and  included  all  sorts 
of  men,  as  well  those  that  made  supplication  for  their  lives 
as  those  that  defended  themselves  by  fighting.  The  flames 
also  spread  a  long  way  and  roared  in  unison  with  the  groans 
of  those  that  were  slain,  and  because  the  hill  was  high,  and 
the  size  of  the  burning  pile  so  great,  one  would  have  thought 
the  whole  city  had  been  on  fire  ;  nor  could  one  imagine  any 
thing  either  greater  or  more  terrible  than  the  noise.  For 
there  was  at  once  the  shouting  of  the  Roman  legions,  who 
were  all  marching  together,  and  the  cries  of  the  seditious. 
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who  were  now  surrounded  with  fire  and  sword,  and  the 
flight  of  the  peoj^le  that  were  left  above  in  great  panic  to 
the  enemy,  and  their  wailing  at  their  woes  ;  and  the  people 
also  in  the  city  joined  those  that  were  upon  the  hill  in  this 
lamentation.  Many  also  of  those  that  were  wasted  away  l)y 
famine,  and  their  mouths  almost  closed,  when  they  saw  the 
sanctuary  on  fire,  exerted  their  utmost  strength,  and  broke 
out  into  groans  and  wailing  again ;  and  Persea  and  the  moun- 
tains round  Jemsalem  returned  the  echo,  and  augmented 
the  hubbub.  But  the  sufferings  were  more  terrible  than  this 
uproar.  For  one  would  have  thought  that  the  hill  itself, 
on  which  the  temple  stood,  was  seething  hot  from  its  base, 
so  full  of  fire  was  it  on  every  side,  and  that  the  blood  was 
larger  in  quantity  than  the  fire,  and  that  those  that  were  slain 
were  more  in  number  than  those  that  slew  them.  For  the 
ground  was  nowhere  visible  for  the  dead  bodies  that  lay 
on  it,  and  the  soldiers  went  over  heaps  of  those  bodies  as 
they  pursued  those  who  fled  from  them.  And  now  the 
multitude  of  the  robbers  with  some  difiiculty  thrust  back 
the  Eomans,  and  broke  through  their  ranks  into  the  outer 
temjDle,  and  thence  into  the  city,  while  the  remainder  of 
the  j^opulace  fled  to  the  outer  portico.  As  for  the  priests, 
some  of  them  plucked  off  from  the  sanctuary  the  spikes  that 
were  upon  it,  and  their  bases  which  were  made  of  lead,  and 
shot  them  at  the  Romans  as  missiles.  But  as  they  gained 
nothing  by  so  doing,  and  as  the  fire  burst  out  upon  them, 
they  then  retired  to  the  wall,  which  was  eight  cubits 
broad,  and  there  they  stayed.  However,  two  of  eminence 
among  them,  who  might  have  saved  themselves  by  going 
over  to  the  Romans,  or  have  borne  up  with  courage  and 
shared  the  fortune  of  others,  threw  themselves  into  the 
fire,  and  were  burnt  with  the  temple,  namely  Meirus  the 
son  of  Belgas,  and  Joseph  the  son  of  Dalseus. 

§  2.  And  now  the  Romans,  as  the  temple  was  on  fire, 
judging  it  idle  to  spare  anything  in  its  vicinity,  burnt 
everything,  as  the  remains  of  the  porticoes,  and  the  gates, 
two  excepted,  one  on  the  east  side,  and  the  other  on  the 
south  ;  both  of  which,  however,  they  destroyed  afterwards. 
They  also  burnt  the  treasuries,  in  which  was  an  immense 
quantity  of  money,  and  an  immense  number  of  garments, 
and  other  precious  things  ;  indeed,  to  say  all  in  a  few  words. 
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the  entire  riches  of  the  Jews  were  heaped  up  there,  for  the 
rich  had  built  themselves  store-chambers  there.  The  sol- 
diers also  went  to  the  remaining  portico  of  the  outer  temple, 
where  the  women  and  children,  and  a  very  great  mixed 
multitude  of  people  had  fled,  in  number  about  six  thousand. 
And  before  Titus  had  determined  any  thing  about  these 
2)eople,  or  given  the  commanders  any  orders  relating  to 
them,  the  soldiers,  carried  away  by  their  rage,  set  the 
portico  on  fire ;  whereupon  some  of  these  persons  were 
destroyed  by  throwing  themselves  down  headlong  to  avoid 
the  flames,  and  some  were  burnt  in  them.  Nor  did  any 
out  of  so  many  escape.  A  false  prophet  was  the  cause  of 
these  people's  destruction,  who  had  made  a  public  pro- 
clamation in  the  city  that  very  day,  that  Grod  commanded 
them  to  ascend  up  to  the  temj^le,  and  that  they  should 
there  receive  miraculous  signs  of  their  deliverance.  Now 
many  prophets  were  suborned  by  the  tyrants  at  this  time 
to  impose  on  the  people,  who  announced  to  them  that  they 
should  wait  for  deliverance  from  God,  and  this  was  in 
order  to  keep  them  from  deserting,  and  that  they  might 
be  buoyed  up  above  fear  and  care  by  such  hopes.  Now  a 
man  in  adversity  quickly  listens  to  such  comfort ;  and 
whenever  a  deceiver  makes  him  believe  that  he  shall  be 
delivered  from  the  miseries  which  oppress  him,  then  the 
sufferer  is  full  of  hope. 

§  3.  Thus  were  the  miserable  j^eoj^le  led  astray  by  these 
deceivers,  who  falsely  said  they  were  sent  by  God  himself ; 
while  they  did  not  attend  nor  give  credit  to  the  signs  that 
were  so  evident  and  so  plainly  foretold  their  future  deso- 
lation, but  like  men  stuj^efied,  without  either  eyes  to  see  or 
mind  to  consider,  did  not  regard  the  public  intimations 
that  God  gave  them.  Thus  there  was  a  star  resembling  a 
sword,  which  stood  over  the  city,  and  a  comet  that  con- 
tinued a  whole  year.  And  before  the  Jews'  rebellion,  and 
before  those  commotions  which  preceded  the  war,  when  the 
l^eople  were  come  in  great  crowds  to  the  feast  of  Unleavened 
Bread,  on  the  eighth  day  of  the  month  Xanthicus,  at  the 
ninth  hour  of  the  night,  so  great  a  light  shone  round  the 
altar  and  sanctuary,  that  it  appeared  to  be  bright  day-light, 
and  this  light  lasted  for  half  an  hour.  This  light  seemed 
to  be  a  good  sign  to  the  unskilful,  but  was  interpreted 
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by  the  sacred  scribes  to  j^ortend  those  events  that  im- 
mediately followed.  At  the  same  feast  also  an  heifer,  as 
she  was  led  by  the  high  priest  to  be  sacrificed,  brought  forth 
a  lamb  in  the  midst  of  the  temple.  Moreover,  the  eastern 
gate  of  the  inner  temple,  which  was  of  brass  and  exceed- 
ingly heavy,  and  was  with  difficulty  shut  every  evening  by 
twenty  men,  and  rested  upon  bars  covered  with  iron,  and 
had  posts  let  down  very  deep  into  the  firm  floor,  which 
consisted  of  one  entire  stone,  was  seen  to  open  of  its  own 
accord  about  the  sixth  hour  of  the  night.  Thereupon 
those  that  kept  watch  in  the  temple  ran  to  the  captain 
of  the  temple,  and  told  him  of  it,  and  he  went  up  there, 
and  was  not  able  without  great  difficulty  to  shut  it  again. 
This  also  appeared  to  the  ignorant  to  be  a  very  happy  omen, 
as  if  God  did  thereby  open  to  them  the  gate  of  happiness  ; 
but  the  men  of  learning  understood  by  it  that  the  security 
of  their  temple  was  dissolved  of  its  own  accord,  and  that 
the  gate  opened  for  the  advantage  of  their  enemies,  and 
they  declared  that  the  sign  foreshowed  the  desolation  that 
was  coming  upon  them.  Besides  these,  a  few  days  after 
the  feast,  on  the  one  and  twentieth  day  of  the  month  Ar- 
temisius,  a  certain  marvellous  and  incredible  phenomenon 
appeared.  I  suppose  what  I  am  going  to  tell  would  seem 
a  fable,  were  it  not  related  by  those  that  saw  it,  and  were 
not  the  sad  events  that  followed  it  deserving  of  such  signs. 
Before  sunset  chariots  were  seen  in  the  air,  and  troops  of 
soldiers  in  their  armour  running  about  among  the  clouds 
and  besieging  cities.  Moreover,  at  the  feast  which  is 
called  Pentecost,  as  the  priests  were  going  by  night  into 
the  inner  temple,  as  their  custom  was,  to  perform  their 
sacred  ministrations,  they  said  that  first  they  felt  a  quak- 
ing, and  heard  a  great  noise,  and  after  that  they  heard  a 
sound  as  of  a  multitude  saying,  "  Let  us  remove  hence." 
But,  what  is  still  more  terrible,  there  was  one  Jesus  the 
son  of  Ananus,  a  rustic  and  one  of  the  people,  who,  four 
years  before  the  war  began,  and  at  a  time  when  the  city 
was  in  very  great  peace  and  prosperity,  came  to  that  feast 
wherein  it  is  our  custom  for  every  one  to  make  tabernacles 
to  God  in  the  temple,  and  began  on  a  sudden  to  cry 
aloud,  "A  voice  from  the  east,  a  voice  from  the  west,  a 
voice  from  the  four  winds,  a  voice  against  Jerusalem  and 
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the  temple,  a  voice  against  bridegrooms  and  brides,  and 
a  voice  against  the  whole  people!"  This  he  cried,  as  he 
went  about  by  day  and  by  night,  in  all  the  streets  of  the 
city.  Now  some  of  the  most  eminent  of  the  people  were 
very  indignant  at  this  ill-omened  cry  of  his,  and  arrested 
the  man,  and  gave  him  a  great  number  of  severe  stripes. 
But  he  neither  said  any  thing  for  himself,  nor  any  thing 
privately  to  those  who  scourged  him,  but  still  went  on 
uttering  the  same  words  as  before.  Thereupon  the  rulers, 
supposing,  as  the  case  proved  to  be,  that  the  notion  of 
the  man  proceeded  from  the  Deity,  brought  him  before 
the  Roman  procurator,  where  he  was  scourged  till  his 
bones  were  laid  bare  ;  yet  did  not  he  make  any  supplication 
for  himself,  nor  shed  any  tears,  but  turning  his  voice  to  the 
most  lamentable  tone  possible,  at  every  stroke  of  the  scourge 
his  utterance  was,  "  Woe  to  Jerusalem ! "  And  when  Albinus 
(who  was  then  our  procurator)  asked  him,  "Who  he  was? 
and  whence  he  came  ?  and  why  he  uttered  these  words  ?  " 
he  made  no  reply  at  all  to  this,  but  still  did  not  leave  off 
repeating  his  melancholy  lament  over  the  city,  till  Albinus 
saw  that  he  was  a  madman,  and  let  him  go.  Now,  during 
all  the  time  that  j^assed  before  the  war  begun,  this  man  did 
not  go  near  any  of  the  citizens,  nor  was  he  seen  speaking, 
but  every  day  he  uttered  these  lamentable  words,  as  if  he 
were  repeating  a  prayer,  "  Woe  to  Jerusalem  !  "  Nor  did 
he  give  ill  words  to  any  of  those  who  beat  him  every  day, 
nor  good  words  to  those  who  gave  him  food.  But  this 
was  his  one  reply  to  all  men,  which  was  indeed  no  other 
than  a  melancholy  presage  of  what  was  to  come.  This  cry 
of  his  was  loudest  at  the  feasts,  and  he  continued  repeat- 
ing it  for  seven  years  and  five  months,  without  growing 
hoarse,  or  being  tired  therewith,  until  the  very  time  that 
he  saw  his  presage  fulfilled  in  earnest  in  our  siege,  when  he 
stopped.  For  as  he  was  going  round  upon  the  wall,  he 
cried  out  in  a  loud  voice,  "  Woe  to  the  city  again,  and  to 
the  people,  and  to  the  temple !  "  And  just  as  he  added  at 
last,  "Woe  to  myself  also !  "  there  came  a  stone  out  of  one 
of  the  engines,  and  struck  him,  and  killed  him  immediately ; 
and  as  he  was  still  uttering  the  very  same  presages,  he  gave 
up  the  ghost. 

§  4.  Now,  if  any  one  consider  these  things,  he  will  find  that 
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Grod  takes  care  of  mankind,  and  in  all  ways  foreshows  our  race 
what  is  for  their  safety,  and  that  men  perish  by  their  own 
folly  and  self-chosen  evils.  For  example,  the  Jews,  by  demo- 
lishing the  tower  of  Antonia,^  had  made  their  temple  square, 
though  they  had  it  written  in  their  sacred  oracles,  that 
their  city  and  sanctuary  should  be  taken,  when  their  temple 
should  become  square.  But  what  most  stirred  them  up  to 
the  war,  was  an  ambiguous  oracle  that  was  found  also  in 
their  sacred  writings,  that  about  that  time  one  from  their 
country  should  become  ruler  of  the  world.  The  Jews  took 
this  prediction  to  belong  to  themselves,  and  many  wise  men 
were  thereby  deceived  in  their  judgment.  Now,  this  oracle 
certainly  denoted  the  rule  of  Vespasian,  who  was  declared 
emperor  in  Judsea.  However,  it  is  not  possible  for  men  to 
avoid  fate,  although  they  see  it  beforehand.  And  these 
men  interpreted  some  of  these  signs  according  to  their  own 
pleasure,  and  some  of  them  they  utterly  despised,  until 
their  madness  was  shown  both  by  the  capture  of  their  city 
and  their  own  destruction. 


CHAP.  VI. 

How  the  Bomans  carried  their  Standards  to  the  Temple,  aiul 
made  joyful  Acclamations  to  Titus.  The  Speech  that  Titus 
made  to  the  Jeivs  ivhen  they  begged  for  Mercy.  What 
Beply  they  made,  and  hoiv  that  Reply  moved  Titus'  Indig- 
nation against  them. 

§  1- 

AND  now  the  Eomans,  upon  the  flight  of  the  seditious 
into  the  city,  and  upon  the  burning  of  the  temple 
itself  and  of  everything  round  it,  brought  their  standards 
to  the  temple,  and  set  them  opposite  its  eastern  gate, 
and  there  offered  sacrifices  to  them,  and  hailed  Titus 
as  Imperator  with  the  greatest  acclamations  of  joy. 
And  now  all  the  soldiers  had  got  by  plunder  such  vast 
quantity  of  spoil,  that  in  Syria  a  lump  ^  of  gold  was  sold 

^  The  tower  of  Antonia  was  connected  by  a  colonnade  with  the  north- 
west corner  of  the  Temple. 

-  Or  pound.     The  Greek  word  here  is  indefinite  in  meaning. 
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for  half  its  former  value.  As  for  the  priests  that  re- 
mained still  upon  the  wall  of  the  sanctuary,  a  lad  of  theirs, 
because  of  the  thirst  he  was  in,  begged  some  of  the  Roman 
guards  to  give  him  their  right  hand,  and  confessed  he  was 
very  thirsty.  These  guards  pitied  his  youth  and  distress, 
and  gave  him  their  right  hands  accordingly.  So  he  came 
down  himself,  and  drank  some  water,  and  filled  the  vessel 
he  had  with  him  when  he  came  to  them  with  water,  and 
then  went  away  and  fled  up  to  his  own  friends ;  nor  could 
any  of  these  guards  overtake  him,  but  they  reproached  him 
for  his  perfidiousness.  To  which  he  answered  that  he  had 
not  broken  his  agreement;  for  the  security  he  had  had 
given  him  was  not  about  his  staying  with  them,  but  only 
about  his  coming  down  and  taking  some  water,  both  which 
things  he  had  done,  and  therefore  thought  himself  faithful 
to  his  engagement.  Thereupon  those  whom  the  lad  had 
imposed  upon  marvelled  at  his  cunning  because  of  his 
youth.  On  the  fifth  day  afterwards  the  priests  who  were 
half  starved  came  down,  and  when  they  were  brought  to 
Titus  by  the  guards,  begged  for  their  lives.  But  he  replied 
that  the  time  of  pardon  was  over  for  them,  for  the  temple, 
for  whose  sake  he  could  have  reasonably  spared  them, 
was  destroyed,  and  it  was  fitting  that  priests  should  perish 
with  their  temple.  So  he  ordered  them  to  be  put  to 
death. 

§  2.  As  for  the  tyrants  themselves  and  those  who  sided 
with  them,  when  they  found  that  they  were  surrounded  on 
every  side,  and,  as  it  were,  walled  in  without  any  chance  of 
escape,  they  invited  Titus  to  a  colloquy.  And  such  was 
the  kindness  of  his  nature,  and  desire  to  preserve  the  city 
from  destiiiction,  joined  to  the  advice  of  his  friends,  who 
now  thought  the  robbers  were  become  more  moderate,  that 
he  accepted  this,  and  stood  on  the  west  side  of  the  outer 
temjDle ;  for  there  were  gates  on  that  side  above  the  Xystus, 
and  a  bridge  connected  the  upper  city  with  the  temple,^ 
which  bridge  lay  between  the  tyrants  and  Titus.  And  the 
multitude  was  numerous  on  each  side,  the  Jews  round  Simon 
and  John,  in  suspense  as  to  their  hope  of  pardon,  and  the 
Eomans  round  Titus,  wondering   how  he  would   receive 

'  The  Causeway  bridge,  now  known  as  '  Wilson's  Arch.' 
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the  supplication  of  the  Jews.  And  Titus  charged  his  sol- 
diers to  restrain  their  rage,  and  to  let  their  darts  alone,  and 
placed  an  interpreter  by  his  side,  and  began  to  speak  first, 
which  was  a  sign  that  he  was  the  conqueror.  "  I  hope, 
sirs,  you  are  now  satisfied  with  the  miseries  of  your 
country,  who  had  no  conception  either  of  our  power  or  your 
own  weakness,  but  in  inconsiderate  fury  and  madness  have 
brought  your  jDCople  and  city  and  temple  to  destruction, 
and  will  also  yourselves  rightly  perish.  Your  nation  has 
never  left  off  rebelling  since  Pompey  first  conquered  you, 
and  since  that  time  you  have  made  open  war  upon  the 
Romans  !  Have  you  relied  on  your  numbers  ?  Why,  a  very 
small  part  of  the  Roman  soldiers  has  been  strong  enough  for 
you.  Have  you  relied  on  the  fidelity  of  allies  ?  Pray  what 
nations  outside  our  empire  would  prefer  to  assist  Jews 
rather  than  Romans  ?  Are  your  bodies  stronger  than 
ours  ?  Nay,  you  know  that  the  Germans  themselves  are 
our  servants.  Have  you  stronger  walls  than  we  have?  Pray, 
what  greater  defence  is  there  than  the  wall  of  the  ocean, 
with  which  the  Britons  are  surrounded,  and  yet  they  bow 
down  before  the  arms  of  the  Romans  ?  Do  you  exceed  us 
in  stoutness  of  soul,  and  in  the  skill  of  your  commanders  ? 
However,  you  know  that  we  conquered  even  the  Carthagi- 
nians. It  can  therefore  be  nothing  but  the  humanity  of 
the  Romans  that  has  excited  you  against  them.  For  they, 
in  the  first  place,  gave  you  this  land  to  possess,  and,  in  the 
next  place,  set  over  you  kings  of  your  own  nation,  and,  in 
the  third  j^lace,  preserved  the  laws  of  your  forefathers  to 
you,  and  also  permitted  you  to  live,  either  by  yourselves  or 
among  others,  as  you  pleased.  And,  what  is  our  chief 
favour  of  all,  we  have  given  you  leave  to  pay  your  tribute 
to  Grod,^  and  to  collect  such  other  gifts  as  are  dedicated  to 
him,  nor  have  we  called  those  that  offered  these  gifts  to 
account,  nor  prohibited  them,  and  the  end  has  been  that 
you  have  become  only  richer  enemies,  and  have  made  pre- 
parations for  war  against  us  with  our  own  money.  Thus, 
after  enjoying  all  these  advantages,  you  turned  your 
satiety  against  those  that  gave  it  you,  and,  like  untamable 

^  Spanlieim  notes  hei-e,  that  the  Romans  used  to  permit  the  Jews  to 
collect  their  sacred  tribute,  and  send  it  to  Jerusalem  :  of  which  we  have 
had  abundant  eA'idence  in  Josephus  already  on  other  occasions. — W. 
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serpents,  spit  your  veuoni  on  those  that  treated  you  kindly. 
It  is  possible,  indeed,  that  you  might  despise  the  easiness 
of  Nero,  and,  like  j^ai-ts  of  the  body  fractured  or  ruptured, 
you  quietly  waited  formerly,  though  with  malicious  intent, 
and  have  only  now  shown  your  true  selves  in  the  climax  of 
the  disease,  and  extended  your  desires  to  impudent  and 
immense  hopes.  My  father  came  to  this  country,  not  to 
punish  you  for  what  you  had  done  under  Cestius,  but  to 
admonish  you.  For  had  he  come  to  overthrow  your 
nation,  he  would  have  hastened  at  once  to  your  fountain- 
head,  and  immediately  sacked  this  city,  whereas  he  ravaged 
G-alilee  and  the  neighbouring  parts,  and  so  gave  you  time 
for  repentance.  But  that  humanity  of  his  you  took  as  a 
sign  of  weakness,  and  nourished  your  audacity  on  our 
mildness.  And  when  Nero  was  dead,  you  did  as  the 
wickedest  wretches  would  have  done,  and  encouraged  your- 
selves to  act  against  us  because  of  our  civil  dissensions, 
and  abused  the  time,  when  both  I  and  my  father  were 
away  in  Egy23t,  in  making  preparations  for  this  war. 
Nor  were  you  ashamed  to  give  trouble  to  those  as  em- 
perors, whom  you  had  found  to  be  mild  generals.  For 
when  the  empire  devolved  upon  us,  and  all  other  people  were 
thereupon  quiet,  and  foreign  nations  sent  embassies  and- 
congratulated  us  on  our  accession,  then  did  you  Jews  show 
yourselves  again  our  enemies.  You  sent  embassies  to  those 
of  3-our  own  nation  that  were  beyond  the  Euphrates,  to 
assist  you  in  raising  disturbances,  and  you  built  new  walls 
round  your  city,  and  seditions  arose,  and  one  tyrant  con- 
tended against  another,  and  a  civil  war  broke  out  among 
you ;  things  indeed  such  as  became  none  but  so  wicked  a 
people  as  you  are.  I  then  came  to  this  city  on  a  sad  errand 
from  my  unwilling  father;  and  when  I  heard  that  the 
people  were  disposed  to  peace,  1  rejoiced  at  it.  I  exhorted 
you  to  leave  off  your  action  before  I  began  the  war,  I 
spared  you  even  when  you  had  fought  against  me  a  long 
while,  I  gave  my  right  hand  to  deserters,  I  kept  faith  with 
those  that  fled  to  me,  I  had  compassion  on  many  of  those 
that  I  had  taken  captive,  I  tortured  those  that  were  eager 
for  war  in  order  to  restrain  them,  I  unwillingly  brought 
my  engines  of  war  against  your  walls,  I  always  checked 
my  soldiers  when  they  were  set  upon  your  slaughter,  and 


112  THE    WORKS    OF    FLAVIUS    JOSEPHUS.        [bOOK  VI. 

after  every  victory  I  invited  you  to  peace,  as  though  I  had 
been  myself  the  conquered  party.  When  I  came  near  your 
temple,  I  again  willingly  forgot  the  laws  of  war,  and 
exhorted  you  to  spare  your  own  sanctuary,  and  to  j)reserve 
your  temple  for  yourselves,  and  allowed  you  a  quiet  exit 
out  of  it  and  pledged  you  your  personal  security,  nay,  if 
you  had  a  mind,  I  gave  you  oj^portunity  to  fight  on  other 
ground.  But  you  despised  every  one  of  my  ofl:ers,  and 
set  fire  to  your  temple  with  your  own  hands.  And  now, 
vilest  of  wretches,  do  you  invite  me  to  a  colloquy?  To 
what  end  would  you  save  such  a  holy  house  as  this  was,^ 
which  is  now  destroyed?  What  safety  can  you  now 
claim  after  the  destruction  of  your  temple  ?  Yet  you  still 
stand  at  this  very  time  in  your  armour,  nor  can  you  bring 
yourselves  so  much  as  to  pretend  to  be  suppliants  even  in 
your  utmost  extremity.  0  miserable  creatures,  what  is  it 
you  depend  on?  are  not  your  people  dead?  is  not  your 
temple  burnt  to  the  ground?  is  not  your  city  in  my  power? 
and  are  not  your  very  lives  in  my  hands  ?  and  do  you  then 
deem  it  a  proof  of  valour  to  be  unwilling  to  die  ?  However, 
I  will  not  try  to  rival  your  madness.  If  you  will  throw 
down  your  arms,  and  deliver  up  your  persons  to  me,  I  grant 
you  your  lives,  and  will  act  like  a  mild  master  of  a  family, 
punishing  what  cannot  be  healed,  and  preserving  the  rest 
for  myself." 

§  3.  To  this  offer  of  Titus  they  replied  that  they  could 
not  accept  his  right  hand,  because  they  had  sworn  never  to 
do  so,  but  they  desired  they  might  have  leave  of  exit 
through  the  enemy's  lines  with  their  wives  and  children  ; 
for  they  would  go  into  the  desert  and  leave  the  city  to  him. 
At  this  Titus  was  very  indignant,  when  they  were  in  the 
case  of  men  already  taken  captives,  that  they  should  offer 
their  own  terms  to  him,  as  if  they  had  been  conquerors. 
So  he  ordered  proclamation  to  be  made  to  them,  that 
they  were  no  more  to  come  out  to  him  as  deserters,  nor 
hope  for  any  further  offers  of  security,  for  he  would  hence- 
forth spare  nobody,  but  fight  them  with  his  whole  army, 
and  they  might  save  themselves  as  well  as  they  could ;  for 
he  would  from  henceforth  treat  them  with  all  the  rigour  of 

'  I  conjecture  toiovtov  vabv  oTov.  Itaque  verti.  I  suspect  vabv  to 
have  dropped  out  ductu  literarum. 
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war.  And  he  gave  orders  to  the  soldiers  both  to  burn  and 
phmder  the  city.  And  they  did  notliing  indeed  that  day, 
but  the  next  day  they  set  fire  to  the  archives,  and  Acra, 
and  the  council-house,  and  the  place  called  Ophlas,^  and 
the  fire  spread  as  far  as  the  palace  of  queen  Helena,  which 
was  in  the  middle  of  Acra.  The  streets  also  were  burnt 
down,  as  were  also  the  houses,  which  were  full  of  the  dead 
bodies  of  those  who  had  died  of  famine. 

§  4.  On  the  same  day  the  sons  and  brothers  of  king 
Izates,  together  with  many  other  prominent  men  of  the 
people,  assembled  together  there,  and  besought  Titus  to 
give  them  his  right  hand.  And  he,  though  he  was  very 
angry  at  all  who  were  now  left,  did  not  change  his  character, 
but  received  these  men.  For  the  time  indeed,  he  ke^t  them 
all  in  custody,  but  bound  the  king's  sons  and  kinsmen,  and 
afterwards  took  them  away  with  him  to  Rome,  to  be  hos- 
tages for  their  country's  fidelity  to  the  Romans. 


CHAP.  VII. 

What  afterwards  hefell  the  Seditious,  ivhen  they  had  done  a 
great  deal  of  Mischief,  and  suffered  many  Misfortunes ; 
as  also  how  Titus  became  Master  of  the  Tipper  City. 

AND  now  the  seditious  rushed  to  the  royal  palace,"  into 
which  many  had  put  their  effects,  because  it  was  so 
strong,  and  drove  the  Romans  away  from  it.  They  also 
slew  all  the  people  that  had  crowded  into  it,  who  were  in 
number  about  eight  thousand  four  hundred,  and  plundered 
everything.  They  also  took  two  Romans  alive,  one  a  horse- 
soldier,  the  other  a  foot-soldier.  They  cut  the  throat  of 
the  foot-soldier  immediately,  and  dragged  him  through  the 
whole  city,  as  if  revenging  themselves  upon  all  the  Romans 
in  this  one  person.  But  the  horse-soldier  said  he  had  some- 
thing to  suggest  to  them  for  their  safety,  whereupon  he 
was  brought  before  Simon,  but  having  nothing  to  say  when 

^  To  the  south  of  the  Temple. 
2  Herod's  palace,  near  the  Jaffa  gate. 
V,  I 
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he  was  there,  he  was  handed  over  to  Ardalas,  one  of  the 
Jewish  commanders,  to  be  punished.  And  he  bound  his 
hands  behind  him,  and  put  a  bandage  over  his  eyes,  and 
then  led  him  out  opposite  the  Romans,  intending  to  cut 
off  his  head.  But  he  was  too  quick  for  this,  and  ran  away 
to  the  Romans,  while  the  Jewish  executioner  was  drawing 
his  sword.  Now  as  he  had  got  away  from  the  enemy, 
Titus  could  not  think  of  putting  him  to  death,  but  he 
deemed  him  unworthy  of  being  a  Roman  soldier  any 
longer,  because  he  had  been  taken  alive  by  the  enemy,  so 
he  took  away  his  arms,  and  turned  him  out  of  the  legion 
to  which  he  belonged ;  which,  to  one  that  had  a  sense  of 
shame,  was  a  penalty  severer  than  death  itself. 

§  2.  On  the  next  day  the  Romans  drove  the  robbers  out 
of  the  lower  city,  and  set  all  on  fire  as  far  as  Siloam.^  They 
were  indeed  glad  to  see  the  city  destroyed,  but  they  missed 
getting  any  plunder,  because  the  seditious  had  carried  off 
everything  beforehand,  and  had  retired  into  the  upper  city. 
For  these  last  did  not  at  all  repent  of  the  mischief  they  had 
done,  but  were  insolent,  as  if  they  had  done  well.  At  any 
rate,  when  they  saw  the  city  on  fire,  they  appeared  cheerful, 
and  put  on  joyful  countenances  in  expectation,  as  they 
said,  of  death  ending  their  miseries,  for  as  the  people  were 
now  slain,  and  the  temple  burnt  down,  and  the  city  on  fire, 
there  was  nothing  further  left  for  the  enemy  to  do.  How- 
ever, even  in  this  utmost  extremity,  Josephus  did  not  grow 
weary  of  begging  them  to  spare  what  was  left  of  the 
city,  but  spoke  largely  to  them  about  their  barbarity  and 
impiety,  and  gave  them  much  advice  tending  to  their  safety, 
though  he  gained  nothing  more  thereby  than  being  laughed 
at  by  them.  And  as  they  would  not  hear  of  surrender  be- 
cause of  the  oath  they  had  taken,  and  were  not  strong 
enough  to  fight  against  the  Romans  any  longer  upon  equal 
terms,  being  a  kind  of  prisoners  already,  yet  were  they  so 
accustomed  to  kill  people,  that  they  could  not  restrain  their 
right  hands  from  doing  so.  So  they  dispersed  themselves 
in  front  of  the  city,  and  laid  ambush  among  its  ruins,  to 
catch  those  that  attempted  to  desert  to  the  Romans.  And 
many  were  caught  by  them,  and  all  slain  (for  they  were  too 

^  The  fountain  of  Siloam  appears  to  be  intended  here. 
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weak  from  waut  of  food  to  flee  away),  and  their  dead  bodies 
were  thrown  to  the  dogs.  Now  every  kind  of  death  was 
thought  more  endurable  than  famine,  so  that,  though  the 
Jews  despaired  of  mercy,  they  would  yet  flee  to  the  Romans, 
and  would  also  of  their  own  accord  court  death  by  falling 
upon  the  murdering  insurgents.  Nor  was  there  any  place  in 
the  city  that  had  no  dead  bodies  in  it,  but  every  place  was 
full  of  those  that  were  killed,  either  by  the  famine  or 
the  sedition. 

§  3.  And  now  the  last  hope  which  comforted  the  tyrants 
and  the  robbers  who  were  with  them,  was  in  the  under- 
ground passages,  into  which  if  they  once  fled,  they  did  not 
expect  to  be  tracked  out,  but  thought  that,  after  the  whole 
city  should  be  destroyed,  and  the  Eomans  gone  away,  they 
might  come  out  again  and  escape.  This  was  no  better  than 
a  dream  of  theirs,  for  they  were  not  destined  to  lie  hid 
either  from  G-od  or  from  the  Romans.  However,  they 
relied  on  these  underground  passages,  and  set  more  places 
on  fire  than  did  the  Romans  themselves ;  and  killed  without 
mercy,  and  pillaged  also,  those  that  fled  out  of  their  burn- 
ing houses  into  the  underground  passages,  and  if  they  dis- 
covered food  belonging  to  any  one,  they  seized  upon  it, 
and  gulped  it  down  all  bloody  as  it  was.  They  also  now 
fought  with  one  another  about  the  plunder ;  and  I  cannot 
but  think  that,  had  not  their  destruction  prevented  it,  their 
barbarity  would  have  made  them  eat  even  dead  bodies. 


CHAP.  VIII. 

How  Titus  raised  Earthworks  round  the  Upper  City,  and 
when  they  were  completed,  gave  orders  that  the  Battering- 
rams  should  he  brought  up.  He  then  became  master  of  the 
whole  City. 

f  1- 

NOW  when  Titus  perceived  that  the  upper  city  was  so 
precipitous  that  it  could  not  possibly  be  taken  with- 
out raising  earthworks,  he  distributed  this  work  among  his 
troops  on  the  twentieth  day  of  the  month  Lous.  Now  the 
bringing  up  of  wood  was  a  difficult  task,  since  all  the  trees, 
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as  I  have  already  said,  round  the  city  for  a  hundred 
furlongs  had  been  stripped  bare  already  to  make  the 
former  earthworks.  The  works  raised  by  the  four  legions 
were  erected  on  the  west  side  of  the  city,  opposite  the  royal 
palace,  and  the  whole  of  the  auxiliary  troops  and  the 
rest  of  the  soldiers  erected  their  earthworks  towards  the 
Xystus,  and  the  bridge,  and  that  tower  which  Simon  had 
built  as  a  citadel  for  himself  against  John,  when  he  was 
at  war  with  him/ 

§  2.  During  these  days  the  commanders  of  the  Idumseans 
assembled  together  privately,  and  deliberated  about  sur- 
render to  the  Romans,  and  sent  five  men  to  Titus,  and  en- 
treated him  to  give  them  his  right  hand.  And  Titus, 
thinking  that  the  tyrants  would  yield  if  the  Idumaeans, 
who  played  a  great  part  in  the  war,  were  but  once  detached 
from  them,  after  some  delay  complied  with  them,  and  gave 
them  security  for  their  lives,  and  sent  the  five  men  back. 
But  as  these  Idumaeans  were  j^reparing  to  depart,  Simon 
perceived  it,  and  immediately  slew  the  five  men  that  had 
gone  to  Titus,  and  arrested  their  commanders,  of  whom 
the  most  eminent  was  James,  the  sou  of  Sosas,  and  put  them 
in  prison ;  but  as  for  the  rank  and  file  of  the  Idumaeans, 
who  did  not  at  all  know  what  to  do  now  their  commanders 
were  taken  from  them,  he  had  them  watched,  and  manned 
the  walls  with  a  more  careful  garrison.  Yet  could  not 
that  garrison  stop  desertion,  for,  although  a  great  number 
of  them  were  slain,  the  deserters  were  far  more  numerous. 
They  were  all  received  by  the  Romans,  because  Titus  him- 
self, owing  to  his  clemency,  grew  negligent  as  to  his  former 
orders,  and  because  the  soldiers  themselves  grew  weary 
of  killing  them,  and  hoped  to  get  some  money  by  sparing 
their  lives.  For  they  left  only  the  populace,  and  sold  the  rest 
of  the  multitude  with  their  wives  and  children,  and  every 
one  of  them  at  a  very  low  price,  because  such  as  were  sold 
were  very  many,  and  the  buyers  were  few.  And  although 
Titus  had  made  proclamation  beforehand  that  no  deserter 
should  come  alone  by  himself,  that  so  they  might  bring 
out  their  families  also  with  them,  yet  did  he  receive  such  as 
came  alone  also ;  however,  he  set  over  them  such  as  were  to 

'  The  auxiliaries  were  on  the  east  side  of  the  Upper  City,  which  was 
protected  by  a  wall. 
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decide  if  any  of  them  deserved  to  be  punished.  And  the 
number  of  those  that  were  sold  was  immense,  but  more 
than  forty  thousand  of  the  populace  were  saved  alive,  whom 
Titus  allowed  to  go  where  each  of  them  pleased. 

§  3.  During  the  same  days  one  of  the  priests,  the  son  of 
Thebuthi,  whose  name  was  Jesus,  upon  his  having  security 
given  him  by  the  oath  of  Titus  that  he  should  be  preserved, 
on  condition  that  he  would  deliver  up  to  him  certain  of  the 
holy  treasures,  came  out,  and  delivered  up  to  him  from 
the  wall  of  the  holy  house  two  candlesticks,  like  those  that 
lay  in  the  holy  house,  and  tables  and  bowls  and  vials,  all 
made  of  solid  gold  and  very  heavy.  He  also  delivered  up  to 
him  the  veils  and  vestments  of  the  high-priests  with  the  pre- 
cious stones,  and  many  other  vessels  that  belonged  to  their 
sacred  worship.  The  treasurer  of  the  temple  also,  whose 
name  was  Phineas,  was  arrested,  and  showed  Titus  the 
cassocks  and  girdles  of  the  priests,  and  much  purple  and 
scarlet,  which  were  kept  there  to  make  the  veils,  as  also 
a  great  deal  of  cinnamon  and  cassia,  and  a  quantity  of 
other  spices,  which  used  to  be  mixed  together  and  burnt 
as  incense  to  God  every  day.  A  great  many  other  treasures 
were  also  delivered  up  by  him,  and  not  a  few  sacred  orna- 
ments, the  delivery  uj)  to  Titus  of  which  things  obtained  for 
this  man,  though  captured  by  force,  the  same  pardon  that 
was  given  to  such  as  deserted. 

§  4.  And  now  the  earthworks  were  finished,  which  took 
eighteen  days,  on  the  seventh  day  of  the  month  G-orpiaeus, 
and  the  Romans  brought  up  their  engines  ;  and  some  of  the 
seditious,  already  despairing  of  saving  the  city,  retired  from 
the  wall  to  Acra ;  others  hid  themselves  in  the  underground 
passages,  though  many  of  them  stood  their  ground  and  de- 
fended themselves  against  those  that  brought  up  the 
battering-rams.  But  the  Eomans  overcame  them  by  their 
numbers  and  strength,  and  what  was  the  principal  thing 
of  all,  by  going  cheerfully  about  their  work,  while  the 
Jews  were  already  quite  dejected  and  worn  out.  Now, 
as  soon  as  part  of  the  wall  was  battered  down,  and 
some  of  the  towers  yielded  to  the  impression  of  the  batter- 
ing-rams, those  that  manned  the  wall  fled,  and  a  much 
greater  terror  fell  upon  the  tyrants  than  the  occasion 
required ;  for,  before  the  enemy  got  over  the  breach  they 
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were  numb  with  fear  and  keen  for  flight.  And  now 
now  one  might  see  those  men,  who  had  hitherto  been  so 
insolent  and  arrogant  in  their  wicked  practices,  cast  down 
and  trembling,  so  that  the  change  excited  pity  even  for 
such  vile  persons.  And  although  their  idea  now  was  to 
make  a  rush  on  the  Roman  lines,  and  to  try  to  thrust  back 
those  that  guarded  them,  and  to  break  through  and  get 
away  ;  yet,  when  they  nowhere  saw  those  who  had  formerly 
been  faithful  to  them  (for  indeed  they  fled  wherever  neces- 
sity suggested),  and  when  some  came  running  up  who 
told  them  that  the  western  wall  was  entirely  overthrown, 
while  others  said  the  Romans  had  got  in,  and  others 
that  they  were  near  at  hand  and  seeking  for  them,  and 
others  that  they  saw  the  enemy  on  the  towers,  fear 
made  their  eyes  roll,  and  they  fell  upon  their  faces,  and 
loudly  lamented  their  own  mad  conduct,  and  their  nerves 
were  so  terribly  paralysed,  that  they  could  not  even  flee. 
And  here  one  may  chiefly  see  the  power  of  Grod  in  the  case 
of  these  wicked  wretches,  and  the  good  fortune  of  the 
Romans.  For  these  tyrants  now  wholly  deprived  them- 
selves of  the  security  they  had,  and  came  down  of  their 
own  accord  from  those  very  towers,  whereon  they  could 
have  never  been  taken  by  force,  but  could  only  have 
succumbed  to  famine.  Thus  did  the  Romans,  when  they 
had  taken  such  great  pains  about  weaker  walls,  get  by 
good  fortune  what  they  could  never  have  got  by  their 
engines  :  for  three  of  these  towers,  which  I  have  spoken 
about  before,  were  too  strong  for  any  siege-engines  what- 
ever. 

§  5.  So  now  they  left  these  towers,  or  rather  were 
ejected  from  them  by  G-od  himself,  and  fled  forthwith  to 
the  ravine  which  was  below  Siloam.  And  they  again  re- 
covered for  a  while  from  their  panic,  and  rushed  against 
the  Roman  lines  on  that  side.  But  as  their  courage  was 
too  much  depressed  for  them  to  make  their  attacks  with 
sufficient  vigour,  and  their  strength  was  now  broken  with 
fear  and  reverses,  they  were  repulsed  by  the  guards,  and 
dispersed  from  each  other,  and  slunk  down  into  the  under- 
ground passages.  And  the  Romans,  being  now  masters  of 
the  walls,  placed  their  standards  upon  the  towers,  and  made 
joyful  acclamations  for  the  victory  they  had  gained,  having 
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found  the  end  of  this  war  much  less  arduous  than  its  begin- 
ning. For  having  got  upon  the  last  wall  without  any  blood- 
shed, they  could  hardly  believe  their  eyes,  and  seeing  no- 
body to  oppose  them,  stood  in  doubt  what  such  an  unusual 
solitude  could  mean.  However,  rushing  into  the  streets 
of  the  city  with  their  swords  drawn,  they  slew  those  whom 
they  met  without  mercy,  and  set  fire  to  the  houses  into 
which  the  Jews  had  fled,  and  burnt  every  soul  in  them. 
And  in  their  frequent  search  for  plunder,  whenever  they 
came  inside  any  houses  to  plunder  them,  they  found  in 
them  entire  families  of  dead  men,  and  the  bedrooms  full  of 
corpses  of  such  as  had  died  of  famine.  They  then  stood 
in  horror  at  the  sight,  and  went  out  without  touching  any 
thing.  But  although  they  pitied  such  as  died  in  this 
manner,  they  did  not  feel  the  same  pity  for  those  that  were 
still  alive,  but  they  ran  everyone  through  whom  they  met, 
and  blocked  up  the  streets  with  dead  bodies,  and  made 
the  whole  city  run  with  blood,  to  such  a  degree  indeed, 
that  the  fire  of  many  of  the  burning  houses  was  quenched 
with  these  men's  blood.  And  they  left  off  slaying  at  evening, 
but  the  fire  greatly  prevailed  in  the  night.  And  the  eighth 
day  of  the  month  Gorpiaeus,  when  it  dawned,  found  all  Jeru- 
salem burning,  a  city  that  had  suffered  such  fearful  horrors 
during  the  siege,  that  if  it  had  enjoyed  as  much  happiness 
from  its  first  foundation,  it  would  justly  have  been  the 
envy  of  the  world.  Nor  did  it  on  any  other  account  so 
much  deserve  these  sore  misfortunes,  as  for  its  producing 
such  a  generation  of  men  as  caused  its  overthrow. 
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CHAP.   IX. 

The  Instructions  Titus  gave  v:lien  he  entered  the  City.  The 
number  of  the  Captives,  and  of  those  that  perished  in  the 
Siege  ;  as  also  concer^iing  those  who  escaped  iiito  the  Under- 
ground Passages,  among  whom  were  the  tyrants  Simon 
and  John  themselves. 

§1-   . 

NOW  when  Titus  entered  the  city,  he  admired  not  only 
the  other  places  of  strength  in  it,  but  particularly 
those  towers  ^  which  the  tyrants  in  their  madness  had  relin- 
quished. For  when  he  saw  their  solid  height,  and  the 
size  of  each  stone,  and  the  excellence  of  their  masonry,  as 
also  their  great  breadth  and  extent,  he  said,  "  We  have 
certainly  had  God  for  our  helper  in  this  war,  and  it  was 
no  other  than  Grod  who  ejected  the  Jews  out  of  these  forti- 
fications, for  what  could  engines  or  the  hands  of  men  do 
towards  overthrowing  these  towers  ?  "  At  this  time  he 
held  many  such  discourses  to  his  friends ;  and  also  let  such 
go  free  as  had  been  put  in  bonds  by  the  tyrants  and  left  in 
the  prisons.  Moreover,  Avhen  he  entirely  demolished  the 
rest  of  the  city,  and  rased  its  walls  to  the  ground,  he  left 
these  towers  as  a  monument  of  his  good  fortune,  which  had 
fought  on  his  side  and  enabled  him  to  take  what  he  could 
not  otherwise  have  taken. 

§  2.  And  now,  as  his  soldiers  were  already  quite  tired 
of  their  butchery,  and  yet  there  appeared  to  be  a  vast 
multitude  still  surviving,  Titus  gave  orders  that  they 
should  kill  none  but  those  that  were  in  arms  and  opposed 
them,  but  should  take  the  rest  alive.  However,  they  slew  the 
aged  and  infirm  as  well  as  those  whom  they  had  orders  to 
slay,  but  as  for  those  that  were  in  the  flower  of  their  age, 
and  might  be  useful  to  them,  they  drove  them  all  into 
the  temple,  and  shut  them  up  within  the  walls  of  the  court 
of  the  women  ;  and  Titus  set  as  guard  over  them  one  of 
his  freedmen,  and  also  Fronto,   one  of  his  own  friends, 

^  The  towers  Hippicus,  Phasaehis,  and  Mariamne,  near  the  Jaffa 
gf.te. 
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which  last  was  to  determine  every  one's  fate  according  to 
his  deserts.  And  Fronto  slew  all  those  that  had  been  sedi- 
tious and  robbers,  who  were  informed  against  by  one  an- 
other, but  chose  out  the  tallest  and  most  beautiful  of  the 
young  men,  and  reserved  them  for  Titus'  triumph.  As 
for  the  rest  of  the  multitude  that  were  more  than  seven- 
teen years  old,  he  put  them  into  bonds,  and  sent  them  to 
the  Eg}^^tian  mines.  Titus  also  distributed  very  many 
among  the  provinces,  that  they  might  be  destroyed  in  the 
theatres  by  the  sword  or  by  wild  beasts.^  But  those  that 
were  under  seventeen  years  of  age  were  sold  as  slaves. 
Now  during  the  days  in  which  Fronto  was  adjudicating 
about  these  men,  eleven  thousand  perished  for  want  of 
food,  some  of  whom  did  not  get  any  food  owing  to  the 
hatred  their  guards  bore  to  them,  and  others  would  not  take 
it  when  it  was  offered  them.  And  corn  also  ran  rather 
short  in  j^roportion  to  their  numbers. 

§  3.  Now  the  number  of  all  those  that  were  captured 
during  the  whole  war  was  conjectured  to  be  ninety-seven 
thousand,  and  the  number  of  those  who  perished  during 
the  whole  siege  was  eleven  hundred  thousand.  Of  these 
most  were  Jews,  but  not  inhabitants  of  Jerusalem.  For 
they  had  come  up  from  all  parts  of  the  countiy  to  the 
feast  of  Unleavened  Bread,  and  suddenly  found  themselves 
meshed  in  with  the  war,  which  density  of  j^opulation  first 
produced  a  pestilence,  and  very  soon  afterwards  a  famine. 
And  that  this  city  could  contain  so  many  people  in  it,  is 
manifest  by  the  numeration  taken  under  Cestius,  who  being 
desirous  to  inform  Nero,  who  desj^ised  our  nation,  of  the 
number  of  those  in  their  prime  in  the  city,  asked  the  high 
priests,  if  the  thing  were  possible,  to  number  the  whole 
multitude.  And  they,  upon  the  coming  of  that  feast  which 
is  called  the  Passover,  when  they  slay  their  sacrifices  from 
the  ninth  hour  till  the  eleventh,  and  a  company  of  not  less 
than  ten  men  belongs  to  every  sacrifice  (for  it  is  not  lawful 
to  feast  alone,  and  many  form  a  company  of  even  twenty), 
counted  the  number  of  sacrifices  to  be  two  hundred  and 
fifty-six  thousand  five  hundred.  Now  this,  upon  the  allow- 
ance of  ten  feasting  together,  amounts  to  two  million  five 

^  That  is,  either  as  gladiators,  or  as  bestiarii. 
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hundred  and  sixty-five  thousand  persons  that  were  all  pure 
and  holy ;  for  as  to  those  who  had  the  leprosy  or  gonor- 
rhoea, or  women  that  had  their  monthly  courses,  or  such 
as  were  otherwise  defiled,  it  was  not  lawful  for  them  to 
be  partakers  of  this  sacrifice,  nor  indeed  for  any  foreigners 
either,  who  came  to  Jerusalem  for  worship. 

§  4.  Now  this  vast  multitude  was  indeed  collected  from 
various  places,  but  the  entire  nation  was  now  shut  up  by 
fate  as  in  prison,  and  the  Roman  army  invested  the  city 
when  it  was  crowded  with  men.  Accordingly  the  number 
of  those  that  perished  therein  exceeded  all  the  destructions 
that  either  men  or  Grod  ever  brought  upon  the  world.  For, 
in  the  case  of  those  who  openly  appeared,  the  Romans 
slew  some  of  them,  and  some  they  carried  captive ;  but 
others  they  had  to  search  for  underground,  when  they 
broke  up  the  ground  and  slew  all  they  met  with.  There 
were  also  found  there  more  than  two  thousand  dead  persons, 
who  had  perished  partly  by  their  own  hands,  and  partly  by 
one  another's  hands,  but  chiefly  by  the  famine.  And  the 
stench  of  the  dead  bodies  was  so  offensive  to  those  that  lit 
upon  them,  that  many  were  obliged  to  go  away  imme- 
diately, while  others  were  so  greedy  of  gain,  that  they 
would  go  in  and  tread  upon  the  dead  bodies  that  lay  on 
heaps.  For  a  great  deal  of  treasure  was  found  in  these 
caverns,  and  the  hope  of  gain  made  every  way  of  getting  it 
esteemed  lawful.  Many  also  were  now  brought  out  who 
had  been  put  in  prison  by  the  tyrants ;  for  they  had  not 
left  off  their  barbarous  cruelty  even  in  their  utmost  need. 
But  God  avenged  himself  upon  them  both  as  they  de- 
served ;  for  John  and  his  brothers  wanted  food  in  these 
caverns,  and  begged  that  the  Romans  would  now  extend  to 
him  that  right  hand  which  he  had  often  proudly  rejected 
before  :  and  as  for  Simon,  he  struggled  hard  with  the  dis- 
tress he  was  in,  till  he  was  forced  to  surrender,  as  I  shall 
subsequently  relate.  He  indeed  was  reserved  for  Titus' 
triumph,  to  be  then  slain,  and  John  was  condemned  to  per- 
petual imprisonment.  And  now  the  Romans  set  fire  to 
the  extreme  parts  of  the  city,  and  rased  the  walls  to  the 
ground. 
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CHAP.   X. 

How  whereas  the  City  of  Jerusalem  had  been  taken  five  times 
before,  this  ivas  the  second  time  of  its  utter  Destruction. 

§1- 

THUS  was  Jerusalem  taken  in  the  second  year  of  the 
reign  of  Vespasian,  on  the  eighth  day  of  the  month 
Gorpiaeus.  It  had  been  taken  j&ve  times  before,  though 
this  was  the  second  time  of  its  utter  destruction.  For 
Shishak,  the  king  of  Egypt,  and  after  him  Antiochus,  and 
after  him  Pompey,  and  after  them  Sossius  and  Herod,  all 
took  the  city,  but  still  preserved  it ;  but  before  them  the 
king  of  Babylon  conquered  it,  and  utterly  destroyed  it, 
one  thousand  four  hundred  and  sixty-eight  years  and  six 
months  after  it  was  built.  Now  he  who  first  built  it  was  a 
ruler  of  the  Canaanites,  and  is  in  our  tongue  called  The 
Righteous  King,^  for  such  he  really  was  ;  on  which  account 
he  was  the  first  priest  of  God,  and  first  built  a  temple, 
and  called  the  city  Jerusalem,  which  was  formerly  called 
Solyma.'  However,  David,  the  king  of  the  Jews,  ejected 
the  Canaanites,  and  settled  his  own  people  there.  It  was 
utterly  destroyed  by  the  Babylonians,  four  hundred  and 
seventy- seven  years  and  six  months  after  David.  And 
from  King  David,  who  was  first  of  the  Jews  who  reigned 
there,  to  this  utter  destruction  under  Titus,  were  one 
thousand  one  hundi'ed  and  seventy-nine  years.  And  from 
its  first  building  till  this  last  destruction  two  thousand  one 
hundred  and  seventy- seven  years  elapsed.  So  neither  its 
great  antiquity,  nor  its  vast  riches,  nor  the  spread  of  our 
nation  all  over  the  world,  nor  the  greatness  of  the  venera- 
tion paid  to  it  on  religious  accounts,  were  sufiicient  to 
preserve  it  from  being  destroyed.  Thus  ended  the  siege  of 
Jerusalem. 

*  Melchizedek.  ^  Or  Salem. 
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BOOK  YII. 

CONTAINING    THE     INTERVAL     OF     ABOUT     THREE    YEARS. 

FROM    THE     TAKING    OF     JERUSALEM     BY     TITUS,    TO    THE 
SEDITION    OF    THE    JEWS    AT    CYRENE. 


CHAP.  I. 

How  the  entire  City  of  Jerusalem  vms  demolished,  except 
three  Towers ;  and  how  Titus  commended  his  soldiers  in  a 
Speech  made  to  them,  and  distributed  rewards  to  them,  and 
then  discharged  many  of  them. 

NOW  as  soon  as  the  army  liad  no  more  people  either  to 
slay  or  plunder,  because  there  remained  none  to  Ije  the 
ol)jects  of  their  fury  (for  they  would  not  have  spared  any, 
had  there  remained  any  more  such  work  to  be  done),  Titus 
gave  orders  that  they  should  now  demolish  the  entire  city 
and  temple,  but  should  leave  as  many  of  the  towers  stand- 
ing as  were  of  the  greatest  eminence,  namely,  Phasaelus,^ 
and  Hippicus,  and  Mariamne,  and  so  much  of  the  wall  as 
enclosed  the  city  on  the  west.  The  wall  was  spared  that 
it  might  serve  as  a  camp  for  those  who  were  to  be  left  in 
garrison  there,  and  the  towers  were  spared  to  show  to  pos- 
terity what  kind  of  city  it  was,  and  how  well  fortified,  which 
the  Roman  valour  had  subdued.  But  as  for  all  the  rest  of 
the  compass  of  the  city,  it  was  so  thoroughly  levelled  by 
those  that  rased  it  to  the  ground,  that  there  was  nothing 
left  to  make  those  that  came  there  believe  it  had  ever  been 
inhabited.  Snch  was  the  end  that  Jerusalem  came  to, 
owing  to  the  madness  of  those  that  were  for  imiovations,  a 
city  of  great  magnificence,  and  of  mighty  fame  among  all 
mankind. 

§  2.  Now  Titus  resolved  to  leave  as  a  garrison  there  the 
tenth  legion,  and  some  troops  of  horse  and  companies  of 

^  '  David's  Tower,*  near  the  Jaffa  gate. 
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foot.  And  having  entirely  completed  the  war,  he  was  de- 
sirous to  commend  his  whole  army  on  account  of  the  great 
exploits  they  had  performed,  and  to  bestow  proper  re- 
wards on  such  as  had  distinguished  themselves.  He  had 
therefore  a  great  tribunal  made  for  him  in  the  midst  of 
the  place  where  he  had  formerly  encamped,  and  stood  upon 
it  mth  his  principal  commanders  about  him  within  hearing 
of  everybody,  and  told  the  whole  army  that  he  was  very 
much  obliged  to  them  for  the  good- will  which  they  had 
continually  showed  to  him.  He  commended  them  for  the 
ready  obedience  they  had  exhibited  in  the  whole  war,  which 
obedience  had  appeared  in  the  many  and  great  dangers 
which  they  had  courageously  undergone,  for  they  had 
not  only  thereby  augmented  themselves  their  country's 
power,  but  had  also  made  it  evident  to  all  men,  that 
neither  the  number  of  their  enemies,  nor  the  strength  of 
their  fortresses,  nor  the  size  of  their  cities,  nor  •  the  rash 
boldness  and  brutish  savageness  of  their  antagonists, 
were  sufficient  at  any  time  to  cope  with  Roman  valour, 
although  some  of  their  enemies  might  have  fortune  in 
many  respects  on  their  side.  He  said  also  that  they  had 
j^ut  a  noble  end  to  this  war  which  had  lasted  so  long. 
Nor  had  they  wished  for  anything  better  when  they  entered 
into  it.  He  said  also  that  it  was  more  excellent  still,  and 
more  for  their  glory,  that  all  people  willingly  accepted  as 
governors  and  administrators  of  the  Roman  empire  those 
whom  they  had  chosen  for  them,  and  had  sent  into  their 
countries  for  that  purpose,  and  still  continued  under  the 
administration  of  those  whom  they  had  selected,  and  were 
thankful  to  them  for  selecting  them.  He  also  said  that 
he  admired  and  loved  them  all,  because  he  knew  that 
every  one  of  them  had  exhibited  zeal  to  the  utmost  extent 
of  their  ability.  However,  he  said  he  would  immediately 
bestow  rewards  and  honours  on  those  who  had  fought  the 
most  bravely,  and  adorned  their  lives  by  their  glorious  deeds, 
and  had  made  his  army  more  famous  by  their  success,  for 
no  one  who  had  been  willing  to  take  more  pains  than  an- 
other should  fail  to  receive  a  just  return.  For  he  attached 
great  importance  to  this  matter,  since  he  would  much 
rather  reward  the  virtues  of  his  fellow- soldiers  than  punish 
such  as  had  offended. 
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§  3.  Thereupon  Titus  ordered  those  whose  business  it 
was  to  read  out  the  list  of  all  that  had  performed  great 
exploits  in  the  war.  He  next  called  them  to  him  by  their 
names,  and  praised  them  as  they  came  up  to  him,  and  re- 
joiced in  them  as  a  man  would  have  rejoiced  in  his  own 
exploits,  and  put  on  their  heads  crowns  of  gold,  and  golden 
ornaments  about  their  necks,  and  gave  them  long  spears 
of  gold,  and  standards  that  were  made  of  silver,  and  gave 
every  one  of  them  promotion.  Moreover,  he  plentifully 
distributed  among  them,  out  of  the  spoil  and  other  booty 
they  had  taken,  silver  and  gold  and  garments.  And  when 
they  had  had  all  these  honours  bestowed  on  them,  according 
to  liis  decision  in  regard  to  each  one,  and  he  had  wished 
all  sorts  of  happiness  to  the  whole  army,  he  came  down 
from  his  tribunal  amidst  great  acclamations,  and  betook 
himself  to  offering  thank-offerings  for  victory,  and  sacri- 
ficed a  vast  number  of  oxen  that  stood  ready  at  the  altars, 
and  distributed  them  among  the  army  to  feast  on.  And 
when  he  had  feasted  three  days  with  the  principal  com- 
manders, he  sent  away  the  rest  of  his  army  to  the  several 
places  where  they  would  be  each  best  quartered,  but  j^er- 
mitted  the  tenth  legion  to  garrison  Jerusalem,  and  did 
not  send  them  back  to  the  Euphrates,  where  they  had  been 
before.  And  as  he  remembered  that  the  tweKth  legion  had 
been  beaten  by  the  Jews,  under  Cestius,  as  their  general, 
he  expelled  them  out  of  all  Syria  (for  they  had  been  sta- 
tioned formerly  at  Raphanaese),^  and  sent  them  away  to  a 
place  called  Meletine,"  near  the  Euphrates,  on  the  confines 
of  Armenia  and  Cappadocia.  He  also  thought  fit  that  two 
of  the  legions,  the  fifth  and  the  fifteenth,  should  attend 
upon  him  till  he  should  go  to  Egypt.  He  then  went  down 
with  his  army  to  Caesarea^  by  the  sea-side,  and  there  stored 
up  the  bulk  of  his  spoils,  and  gave  orders  that  the  captives 
should  be  kept  there ;  for  the  whiter  season  hindered 
sailing  for  Italy. 

'   Now  Rafaniyeh,  in  Syria,  at  north  end  of  Lebanon.     Jewish  War, 
vii.  5,§  1. 

^  Maldtia.  ^  Kaisariyeh. 
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CHAP.  II. 

Hoiv  Titus  exhibited  all  sorts  of  Shows  at  Ccesarea  Philippi. 
Also  how  Simon  the  Tyrant  was  taken,  and  reserved  for 
Titus'  Triumph. 

§1- 

NOW  at  the  time  when  Titus  Csesar  was  busy  in  the  siege 
of  Jerusalem,  Vespasian  went  on  board  a  merchant 
ship,  and  sailed  from  Alexandria  to  Rhodes.^  From  thence 
he  sailed  away  in  ships  with  three  rows  of  oars,  and  was 
jo^'fully  received  at  all  the  cities  that  he  touched  at  that 
lay  on  his  road,  and  so  passed  over  from  Ionia  into  Greece ; 
whence  he  set  sail  from  Corcyra"  to  the  lapygian  promon- 
tory,^ whence  he  took  his  journey  by  land.  But  Titus  marched 
from  Caesarea  by  the  sea-side,  and  arrived  at  what  is  called 
Csesarea  Philippi,^  and  stayed  there  a  considerable  time,  and 
exhibited  all  sorts  of  shows  there.  And  here  a  great  num- 
ber of  the  captives  were  destroyed,  some  being  thrown  to 
wild  beasts,"  and  others  in  companies  forced  to  fight  with 
one  another.'^  And  here  Titus  was  informed  of  the  capture, 
in  the  following  manner,  of  Simon,  the  son  of  Grioras.  This 
Simon,  during  the  siege  of  Jerusalem,  was  in  the  upper 
city,  but  when  the  Roman  army  had  got  within  the  walls, 
and  was  ravaging  all  the  city,  he  then  took  the  most 
faithful  of  his  friends  with  him,  and  among  them  some 
that  were  stone-cutters,  with  the  iron  tools  which  be- 
longed to  their  occupation,  and  as  many  provisions  as 
would  last  for  many  days,  and  let  himself  and  all  of  them 
do^vn  into  a  certain  subterraneous  cavern  that  was  not 
visible  above  ground.  Now  they  went  onward  along  it  as 
far  as  it  had  been  dug  of  old,  and  where  they  met  with 
solid  earth,  they  dug  a  mine  under  groimd,  in  the  hope 
that  they  should  be  able  to  proceed  so  far  as  to  emerge 
from  under  ground  in  a  safe  place,  and  so  escape.      But 

'  Jewish  War,  i.  U,  §  3.  2  ^^^y^^ 

^   Capo  Santa  Maria  di  Leiica,  at  south-east  point  of  Italy. 

*  Bdnids.     Jewish  War,  i.  21,  §  3. 

^  Called  bestiarii. 

®  As  gladiators,  a  common  show  among  the  Eomans. 
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wlien  they  came  to  make  the  experiment,  they  were  disap- 
pointed of  their  hope ;  for  the  miners  could  make  but 
small  progress,  and  that  only  with  difficulty,  and  their  pro- 
visions, although  they  distributed  them  by  measure,  began 
to  fail.  And  now  Simon,  thinking  he  might  be  able  to  elude 
the  Romans  by  frightening  them,  put  on  white  raiment,  and 
buttoned  over  it  a  purple  cloak,  and  appeared  out  of  the 
ground  in  the  place  where  the  temple  had  formerly  been/ 
At  first  indeed  those  that  saw  him  were  greatly  terrified, 
and  stood  still  where  they  were,  but  afterwards  they  came 
nearer  to  him,  and  asked  him  who  he  was.  Now  Simon 
would  not  tell  them  this,  but  bade  them  call  for  their 
general.  And  when  they  quickly  ran  to  fetch  him,  Teren- 
tius  Rufus,  who  was  left  in  command  of  the  army,  learned 
of  Simon  the  whole  truth,  and  kept  him  in  bonds,  and  let 
Titus  know  that  he  was  taken.  Thus  did  Grod  bring 
Simon  to  justice  at  the  hands  of  those  who  were  his  worst 
enemies,  for  the  bitter  and  savage  tyranny  he  had  exercised 
against  his  fellow-citizens,  not  getting  into  their  power  by 
violence,  but  having  voluntarily  delivered  himself  up  to  be 
punished,  because  he  had  falsely  accused  many  Jews  of 
intending  to  go  over  to  the  Romans,  and  had  in  conse- 
Cjuence  barbarously  slain  them.  For  wicked  actions  do  not 
escape  the  divine  anger,  nor  is  justice  weak,  but  at  last 
overtakes  those  who  transgress  its  laws,  and  inflicts  punish- 
ment so  much  the  more  severe  upon  the  wicked,  because 
they  expect  to  escape  it  because  of  their  not  being 
punished  immediately.  Simon  recognized  this  when  he 
fell  under  the  wrath  of  the  Romans.  And  his  coming  up 
out  of  the  ground  caused  the  discovery  of  a  great  number 
of  others  of  the  seditious  also  who  had  hidden  themselves 
under  ground  in  those  days.  As  for  Simon,  he  was  brought 
in  bonds  to  Titus,  when  he  had  returned  to  Csesarea  by 
the  sea-side;  and  he  gave  orders  that  he  should  be  re- 
served for  the  triumph  which  he  intended  to  celebrate  at 
Rome. 

^  The  passage  by  which  Simon  reached  the  Temple  area  was  pro- 
bably that  discovered  by  Sir  Charles  Warren,  beneath  David  Street. 
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CHAP.   III. 

How  Titus,  upon  the  Celebration  of  His  Brother's  and 
Father  s  Birth-days,  had  many  of  the  Jews  slain.  Also 
concerning  the  Danger  the  Jews  tvere  in  at  Antioch,  because 
of  the  Transgression  and  Impiety  of  one  Antiochus  a  Jew. 

§1- 

WHILE  Titus  was  staying  at  Caesarea,  lie  kept  the 
birth-day  of  his  brother  ^  in  a  splendid  manner,  and 
inflicted  condign  punishment  on  many  of  the  Jews  in  his 
honour.  For  the  number  of  those  who  were  now  slain  in 
fighting  with  beasts,  or  were  burnt  alive,  or  killed  in 
fighting  with  one  another,"  exceeded  two  thousand  five 
hundred.  Yet  all  this  seemed  to  the  Romans,  though  they 
were  thus  destroyed  in  ten  thousand  various  Avays,  to  be  a 
punishment  beneath  their  deserts.  After  this  Titus  went 
to  Berytus^  (which  is  a  city  in  Phoenice,  and  a  Roman 
colony),  and  stayed  there  somewhat  longer,  and  exhibited 
on  his  father's  birth-day  shows  more  splendid  still,  both 
from  the  magnificence  of  the  spectacles,  and  the  vast  ex- 
pense of  the  various  devices.  And  the  mass  of  the  captives 
perished  then  in  the  same  manner  as  on  Domitian's  birth- 
day. 

§  2.  It  happened  also  about  this  time,  that  the  Jews 
who  remained  at  Antioch^  were  under  accusations,  and  in 
danger  of  destruction,  as  the  city  of  Antioch  was  excited 
against  them,  both  because  of  the  slanders  spread  abroad 
at  this  time  against  them,  and  because  of  what  had 
haj^pened  there  not  long  before ;  which  I  am  obliged  to 
describe  briefly,  -  that  I  may  make  my  account  of  what 
passed  after  this  easier  to  understand. 

§  3.  As  the  Jewish  nation  is  widely  dispersed  over  all 
the  world  among  its  various  inhabitants,  so  is  it  peculiarly 
prevalent  in  Syria  because  of  its  proximity,  and  it  was  espe- 

^  Domitian. 

-  See  note  on  ch.  ii.     See  also  book  vi.  ch.  ix.  §  2. 
^  Beirut. 

^  Antioch,  on  the  Orontes,  in  Syria. 
V.  K 
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cially  numerous  in  Antioch,  because  of  the  size  of  that 
city,  and  because  the  kings  after  Antiochus  had  granted 
them  secure  habitation  there.  For  though  Antiochus,  who 
was  called  Epiphanes,  devastated  Jerusalem  and  spoiled 
the  temple,  yet  those  who  succeeded  him  in  the  kingdom 
restored  all  the  votive  offerings  that  were  made  of  brass 
to  the  Jews  of  Antioch,  and  placed  them  in  their  syna- 
gogue, and  granted  them  the  enjoyment  of  equal  privileges 
with  the  G-reeks  as  citizens.  And  as  the  succeeding  kings 
treated  them  in  the  same  manner,  they  greatly  multiplied, 
and  gloriously  adorned  their  temj^le  with  fine  ornaments 
and  very  costly  votive  offerings,  and  also  made  proselytes  of 
a  great  many  of  the  Greeks  continually,  and  so  in  a  sort 
made  them  part  of  themselves.  But  about  the  time  when 
the  Jewish  war  began,  and  Vespasian  had  recently  sailed 
to  Syria,  and  the  hatred  against  the  Jews  was  at  its  acme 
among  all  men,  a  certain  person,  whose  name  was  Antiochus, 
who  was  one  of  the  Jewish  nation,  and  greatly  respected 
on  account  of  his  father  (who  was  governor  of  the  Jews  at 
Antioch),^  entered  the  theatre  when  the  people  of  Antioch 
were  assembled  together,  and  came  forward  as  an  informer 
against  his  father,  and  accused  both  him  and  the  other 
Jews  of  intending  to  burn  the  whole  city  in  one  night ;  he 
also  handed  over  to  them  some  foreign  Jews  as  privy  to 
the  design.  When  the  peoj)le  heard  this,  they  could  not 
restrain  their  anger,  but  commanded  that  those  who  were 
handed  over  to  them  should  have  fire  brought  to  burn  them, 
and  accordingly  they  were  all  burnt  in  the  theatre  imme- 
diately. They  also  rushed  violently  uj^on  the  Jewish  j^opu- 
lation,  supjDO sing  that  by  punishing  them  quickly  they  would 
save  their  own  city.  As  for  Antiochus,  he  increased  the 
rage  they  were  in,  and  thought  to  give  them  a  \yYooi  of  his 
own  conversion,  and  of  his  hatred  of  the  Jewish  customs,  by 
sacrificing  after  the  manner  of  the  Greeks  ;  he  urged  them 
also  to  compel  the  rest  of  the  Jews  to  do  the  same,  because 
they  would  by  that  means  discover  who  they  were  that  had 

^  The  Jews  at  Antioch  and  Alexandria,  the  two  principal  cities  in  all 
the  East,  had  allowed  them,  both  by  the  Macedonians,  and  afterwards 
by  the  Komans,  a  governor  of  their  own,  who  was  exempt  from  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  other  civil  governors.  He  was  called  sometimes 
governor,  sometimes  ethnarch,  and  [at  Alexandria]  Alabarch. — W. 
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plotted  against  them,  since  they  would  refuse  to  do  so; 
and  when  the  people  of  Antioch  tried  the  experiment, 
some  few  complied,  and  those  that  would  not  were  slain. 
As  for  Antiochus  himself,  he  obtained  soldiers  from  the 
Roman  governor,  and  became  a  severe  despot  over  his  own 
citizens,  not  permitting  them  to  rest  on  the  seventh  day, 
but  forcing  them  to  do  all  that  they  usually  did  on  other 
days ;  and  so  strict  did  he  make  that  necessity,  that  the 
rest  of  the  seventh  day  was  annulled  not  only  at  Antioch, 
but,  the  habit  beginning  there,  in  other  cities  also  in  like 
manner  for  a  short  time. 

§  4.  Now,  after  these  misfortunes  had  happened  to  the 
Jews  at  Antioch,  a  second  calamity  befell  them,  the  des- 
cription of  which  I  was  about  to  give  when  I  made  the  late 
digression.  For  when  it  hax^j^ened  that  the  square  market- 
place was  burnt  down,  and  the  archives,  and  the  place 
where  the  public  records  were  preserved,  and  the  town- 
hall  (and  it  was  not  without  difficulty  that  a  stop  was  then 
put  to  the  fire,  which  was  likely,  from  the  violent  way  in 
which  it  spread,  to  have  consumed  the  whole  city),  Antiochus 
accused  the^  Jews  of  doing  this,  and  induced  the  people  of 
Antioch  (who  were  now  very  soon  persuaded,  because  of  the 
alarm  they  were  in,  that  this  calumny  was  true,  and  would 
have  been  under  the  same  persuasion,  even  though  they  had 
not  had  ill-will  to  the  Jews  before),  to  believe  his  accusation, 
especially  when  they  considered  what  had  happened  before, 
so  that,  as  if  they  had  all  but  seen  the  Jews  bringing  fire 
against  them,  they  all  fell  violently  upon  those  that  were 
accused,  like  madmen  in  a  very  furious  rage.  Nor  was  it 
without  difficulty  that  one  Cnseus  CoUega,  the  imperial  lieu- 
tenant, could  prevail  upon  them  to  permit  the  matter  to  be 
laid  before  the  emperor.  For  as  to  Csesennius  Paetus,  the 
president  of  Syria,  Vespasian  had  already  despatched  him, 
but  he  had  not  yet  arrived.  Now  when  Collega  had  made 
a  careful  inquiry  into  the  matter,  he  found  out  the  truth, 
that  ^  not  one  of  those  Jews  that  were  accused  by  Antiochus 
had  any  hand  in  it,  but  that  it  was  all  done  by  some  vile 
wretches  greatly  in  debt,  who  supposed  that,  if  they  could 
once  set  fire  to  the  market-place,  and   burn   the   public 

^  I  read  wt,"  for  i^(i'-     See  my  note  on  Antiq.  xvii.  9,  §  4. 
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records,  they  would  have  no  further  demands  made  upon 
them.  So  the  Jews  were  in  great  alarm  and  terror,  in 
the  uncertain  expectation  of  what  would  be  the  upshot  of 
these  accusations  against  them. 


CHAP.  IV. 

How  Vespasian  icas  received  at  Rome,  as  also  hoiv  the 
Germans  revolted  from  the  Romans,  hut  were  subdued. 
Also  hoio  the  Sarmatians  overran  Mcesia,  hut  tvere  com- 
pelled to  return  to  their  own  country  again. 

AND  now  Titus  Caesar,  upon  the  news  that  was  brought 
him  concerning  his  father,  that  his  arrival  was  very 
welcome  to  all  the  Italian  cities,  and  that  Rome  especially 
received  him  with  great  loyalty  and  pomp,  betook  himself 
to  much  joy  and  pleasure  of  mind,  being  now  freed  from 
the  anxiety  he  had  been  in  about  him  in  the  most  agreeable 
manner.  For  all  men  that  were  in  Italy  showed  the  respect 
they  had  in  their  minds  to  Vespasian  while  he  was  still  a 
long  way  off,  as  if  he  were  already  come,  considering  the 
very  expectation  they  had  of  him  to  be  his  real  presence, 
because  of  the  great  desire  they  had  to  see  him,  and  because 
the  good- will  they  bore  him  was  entirely  spontaneous  and 
natural.  For  to  the  senate,  who  well  remembered  the  cala- 
mities they  had  undergone  in  the  late  changes  of  their 
emperors,  it  was  a  desirable  thing  to  receive  one  who  was 
adorned  with  the  gravity  of  age,  and  with  the  greatest 
fame  as  a  military  commander,  whose  advancement  would 
be,  they  knew,  for  nothing  else  but  the  safety  of  those 
that  were  under  his  rule.  And  the  people  had  been  so 
harassed  by  civil  dissensions,  that  they  were  still  more 
earnest  for  his  coming,  supposing  they  would  then  be  cer- 
tainly delivered  from  their  calamities,  and  believing  they 
should  recover  security  and  prosperity.  As  for  the  sol- 
diers, they  looked  to  him  especially,  for  they  knew  best  his 
great  exploits  in  war ;  and  since  they  had  experienced  want 
of  skill  and  want  of  courage  in  other  emperors,  they  were 
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desirous  to  be  freed  from  the  srreat  shame  such  had  brought, 
and  longed  to  receive  the  only  emperor  who  could  be  a  secu- 
rity and  credit  to  them.  And  as  this  good-will  to  Vespasian 
was  universal,  those  men  that  were  eminent  for  rank  had  not 
patience  enough  to  wait  for  him  at  Rome,  but  made  haste  to 
meet  him  at  a  very  great  distance  from  it.  And,  indeed, 
none  of  the  rest  could  endure  delay  in  seeing  him,  but  all 
poured  out  of  the  city  en  masse,  and  it  seemed  to  all  easier 
and  more  convenient  to  go  out  than  to  stay  there,  so  that 
this  was  the  very  first  time  that  Rome  gladly  perceived  it- 
self almost  empty  of  its  citizens  ;  for  those  that  remained  in 
it  were  fewer  than  those  that  went  out.  And  as  soon  as  news 
came  that  he  was  approaching,  and  those  that  had  gone  on 
to  meet  him  related  with  what  good  humour  he  received 
every  one  that  came  to  him,  the  whole  population  that  had 
remained  in  the  city,  with  their  wives  and  children,  lined 
the  road  to  see  him  pass,  and  those  whom  he  passed  by  all 
made  all  sorts  of  acclamations  because  of  the  joy  they  felt 
at  seeing  him,  and  the  graciousness  of  his  countenance,  and 
hailed  him  as  their  benefactor  and  saviour,  and  the  only 
person  who  was  worthy  to  be  emperor  of  Rome.  And  the 
whole  city  was  like  a  temple,  full  of  garlands  and  sweet 
odours.  Nor  was  it  easy  for  him  to  reach  the  imperial 
palace  for  the  crowd  of  people  that  stood  about  him,  but  at 
last  he  performed  his  sacrifices  of  thanksgiving  to  his 
household  gods  for  his  safe  return  to  the  city.  The  mul- 
titudes then  betook  themselves  to  feasting,  and  celebrated 
their  feasts  by  their  tribes  and  families  and  neighbourhoods, 
and  prayed  G-od  not  without  libations  to  grant  that  Vespa- 
sian, and  his  sons,  and  all  their  posterity,  might  continue 
in  the  Roman  empire  for  a  very  long  time,  without  their 
position  being  contested.  So  joyfully  did  the  city  of  Rome 
receive  Vespasian,  and  advanced  immediately  into  a  state 
of  great  prosperity. 

§  2.  But  before  this  time,  while  Vespasian  was  still  at 
Alexandria,  and  Titus  was  employed  in  the  siege  of  Jeru- 
salem, a  large  body  of  the  Germans  rose  in  rebellion, 
and  as  the  Gauls  in  the  neighbourhood  joined  with  them, 
they  conspired  together,  and  had  great  hopes  of  success, 
and  that  they  should  free  themselves  from  the  dominion 
of  the  Romans.     The  motives  that  induced  the  Germans 
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to  engage  in  this  revolt,  and  to  begin  war,  were  first  the 
nature  of  the  people,  which  was  destitute  of  just  reasoning, 
and  ready  to  venture  into  danger  with  small  hope  of  advan- 
tage, and  next  the  hatred  they  bore  to  their  masters,  as  their 
nation  had  never  known  compulsory  subjection  to  any  but 
the  Eomans.  But  it  was  the  opportunity  that  now  offered 
itself  that  most  encouraged  them.  For  as  they  saw  the 
Roman  empire  in  great  internal  disorder  from  the  continual 
changes  of  its  emperors,  and  heard  that  every  part  of  the 
world  under  the  Romans  was  in  an  unsettled  and  tottering 
condition,  they  thought  this  was  the  best  opjDortunity  that 
could  offer  itseK  for  them  to  rise  against  the  Romans  when 
their  affairs  were  at  so  bad  a  pass.  Classicus  also  and 
Yitellius,  two  of  their  commanders,  were  the  instigators  of 
this  rising,  and  puffed  them  up  with  these  hopes.  These 
two  men  had  for  a  long  time  plainly  been  desirous  of  such 
a  revolution,  and  were  encouraged  by  the  jDresent  oppor- 
tunity to  venture  upon  declaring  their  sentiments :  and  as 
the  nation  was  well  affected  to  the  idea  they  intended  to 
make  the  attempt.  Now  when  a  great  j^art  of  the  Germans 
had  already  agreed  to  rebel,  and  the  rest  were  no  better 
disposed,  Vespasian,  as  if  guided  by  divine  providence, 
sent  letters  to  Petilius  Cerealis,  who  had  formerly  had  the 
command  of  Germany,  giving  him  the  rank  of  consul, 
and  commanding  him  to  depart  to  the  government  of 
Britain.  So  he  set  out  where  he  was  ordered  to  go,  and 
when  he  heard  en  route  of  the  revolt  of  the  Germans,  he 
put  his  army  in  battle-array,  and  fell  uj^on  them  as  soon 
as  they  were  concentrated,  and  slew  a  great  number  of 
them  in  the  fight,  and  forced  them  to  leave  off  their  mad- 
ness and  grow  wiser.  But  had  he  not  come  thus  quickly 
to  the  spot,  it  would  not  have  been  long  before  they  would 
have  been  brought  to  punishment.  For  as  soon  as  ever 
the  news  of  their  revolt  reached  Rome,  and  Caesar  Domitian 
heard  of  it,  he  made  no  delay  in  spite  of  his  age,  for  he  was 
very  young,  but  undertook  this  weighty  affair,  for  he  in- 
herited the  courage  of  his  father,  and  was  better  trained  in 
the  art  of  war  than  his  youth  would  have  led  one  to  infer, 
so  he  marched  against  the  barbarians  immediately.  And 
their  hearts  failed  them  at  the  very  rumour  of  his  aj^proach, 
and  they  submitted  to  him  from  fear,  and  thought  it  a  gain 
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to  be  brought  under  their  old  yoke  again  without  suffering 
any  further  calamities.  And  when  Domitian  had  put  all 
the  affairs  of  Gaul  into  such  good  order,  that  they  would  not 
be  easily  thrown  into  disorder  any  more,  he  returned  to 
Rome  with  honour  and  glory,  having  performed  such  ex- 
ploits as  were  above  his  own  age,  and  would  have  thrown 
lustre  even  on  liis  father. 

§  3.  At  the  very  same  time  as  the  forementioned  revolt  of 
the  Germans,  did  the  bold  attempt  of  the  Scythians  against 
the  Romans  take  j)lace.  These  Scythians,  who  are  called 
Sarmatians,  and  are  a  very  numerous  people,  crossed  the 
Ister  into  Moesia  ^  without  being  observed,  and  then  with 
much  violence,  being  formidable  by  their  entirely  unex- 
pected assault,  slew  a  great  many  of  the  Romans  that 
guarded  the  frontiers,  and  when  the  consular  legate 
Fonteius  Agrippa  came  to  meet  them,  and  fought  coura- 
geously against  them,  he  was  slain  by  them.  They  then 
overran  all  the  region  that  had  been  under  him,  ravaging 
and  devastating  everything  that  fell  in  their  way.  But 
when  Vespasian  was  informed  of  what  had  happened,  and 
how  Mcesia  was  laid  waste,  he  despatched  Rubrius  Gallus 
to  punish  these  Sarmatians,  and  he  slew  many  of  them  in 
the  battles  he  fought  against  them,  and  the  remnant  that 
escaped  fled  with  fear  to  their  own  country.  And  when 
the  general  had  put  an  end  to  the  war,  he  provided  for  the 
future  security  of  the  country  also ;  for  he  placed  more  and 
larger  garrisons  in  the  place,  till  he  made  it  altogether  im- 
possible for  the  barbarians  to  cross  over  the  river  any  more. 
Thus  this  war  in  Moesia  had  a  quick  conclusion. 

'  A  Roman  province  in  Europe,  corresponding  nearly  with  Servia  and 
Bulgaria. 
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CHAP.  V. 

Concerniiig  the  Sabbatic  Biver,  tchich  Titus  saiv  as  he  was 
journeying  through  Syria ;  and  hoiv  the  People  of  Antioch 
came  with  a  Petition  to  Titus  against  the  Jews,  hut  were 
rejected  by  him :  also  concerning  Titus'  and  Vespasian's 
Triumph. 

§1. 

NOW  Titus  Caesar  tarried  some  time  at  Berytus/  as  I 
said  before,  and  then  removed  thence  and  gave  mag- 
nificent shows  in  all  the  cities  of  Syria  through  which 
he  went,  and  exhibited  the  captive  Jews  as  proof  of  the 
destruction  of  that  nation.  He  saw  on  his  march  a  river  - 
of  such  a  nature  as  deserves  to  be  recorded  in  history.  It 
runs  between  Arcaea,^  which  is  part  of  Agrippa's  kingdom, 
and  Raphanaea,^  and  has  something  very  wonderful  and 
peculiar  in  it.  For  when  it  runs,  its  current  is  strong,  and 
has  plenty  of  water ;  after  which  its  springs  fail  for  six 
days  together,  and  leave  its  channel  dry,  as  any  one  may 
see.  After  this  it  runs  on  the  seventh  day  as  it  did  before, 
and  as  though  it  had  undergone  no  change  at  all,  and  it  has 
been  observed  to  keep  this  order  perpetually  and  exactly : 
whence  they  call  it  the  Sabbatic  Eiver,"  so  naming  it  from 
the  sacred  sabbath  of  the  Jews. 

§  2.  Now  when  the  people  of  Antioch  were  informed 
that  Titus  was  approaching,  they  could  not  keep  within 
their  walls  for  joy,  but  hastened  away  to  meet  him,  and 
went  as  far  as  thirty  furlongs  and  more  with  that  intention, 
and  not  men  only,  but  a  multitude  of  women  also  and 

^  Beiriit. 

•^  The  sti-eam  running  from  the  intermittent  spring  Fcmwdr  ed-Deir, 
in  the  Lebanon. 

^  ^Arka.  ^  Jewish  War,  vii.  1,  §  3. 

'  Since  in  these  later  ages,  this  Sabbatic  river,  once  so  famous, 
which,  by  Josephus'  account  here,  ran  every  seventh  da}^  and  rested  on 
six,  but  according  to  Plin}',  Nat.  Hist.  xxxi.  11,  ran  perpetuall}^  on  six 
days,  and  rested  every  seventh  (though  it  no  way  appears  by  either  of 
their  accounts  that  the  seventh  day  of  this  river  was  the  Jewish  seventh 
day,  or  Sabbath),  is  quite  vanished,  I  shall  add  no  more  about  it ;  only 
see  Dr.  Hudson's  note. — W. 
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children,  poured  out  of  the  city.  And  when  they  saw  him 
coming  up  to  them,  they  lined  both  sides  of  the  road,  and 
stretched  out  their  right  hands,  saluting  him,  and  making 
all  sorts  of  acclamations  to  him,  and  turned  back  with  him. 
They  also  besought  him  all  the  time,  among  all  the  acclama- 
tions they  made  to  him,  to  eject  the  Jews  from  their  city. 
But  Titus  did  not  give  any  assent  to  this  petition,  but 
merely  listened  to  it  in  silence.  However,  the  Jews  were  in 
a  great  and  terrible  fright  from  the  uncertainty  they  were 
in  as  to  what  his  o2:)inion  was,  and  how  he  intended  to  act 
in  regard  to  them.  For  Titus  did  not  stay  at  Antioch, 
but  continued  his  journey  immediately  to  Zeugma,^  wliich 
lies  on  the  Euphrates,  where  messengers  came  to  him 
from  Yologesus,  king  of  Parthia,  and  brought  him  a 
cro^^ai  of  gold  for  the  victory  he  had  gained  over  the  Jews ; 
which  he  accepted,  and  feasted  the  king's  messengers,  and 
then  returned  to  Antioch.  And  when  the  senate  and 
people  of  Antioch  requested  him  frequently  to  come  into 
their  theatre,  where  the  whole  multitude  were  assembled 
and  exjDCcted  him,  he  graciously  complied  with  their  re- 
quest. But  when  they  pressed  him  again  with  much  earnest- 
ness, and  continually  begged  of  him,  to  eject  the  Jews 
from  their  city,  he  gave  them  the  following  very  pertinent 
answer :  "  How  can  this  be  done,  since  that  country  of  theirs, 
where  the  Jews  would  then  be  obliged  to  retire  to,  is  de- 
stroyed, and  no  other  place  will  now  receive  them  ?  "  There- 
upon the  people  of  Antioch,  having  failed  in  their  first 
request,  made  him  a  second;  for  they  begged  that  he  would 
order  those  tablets  of  brass,  on  which  the  Jews'  privileges 
were  engraven,  to  be  removed.  However,  Titus  would  not 
grant  that  either,  but  j^ermitted  the  Jews  of  Antioch  to 
continue  to  enjoy  the  very  same  privileges  in  that  city 
which  they  had  before,  and  then  departed  for  Egypt.  And 
as  he  came  to  Jerusalem  on  his  route,  and  compared  the 
melancholy  desolation  he  saw  it  now  in  with  the  ancient 
glory  of  the  city,  and  considered  the  greatness  of  its  pre- 
sent ruins  as  well  as  its  ancient  splendour,  he  pitied  the 
destruction  of  the  city,  so  far  was  he  from  boasting  that  he 
had  taken  by  storm  so  great  and  goodly  a  city  ;  nay,  he 

•  On  the  Euphrates,  opposite  Bircjik,  the  ancient  A])amca. 
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frequently  cursed  those  that  had  been  the  authors  of  the 
revolt,  and  had  brought  such  a  punishment  uj^on  the  city, 
so  that  it  plainly  appeared,  that  he  did  not  desire  that 
his  renown  should  be  founded  on  such  a  calamity  as  this 
punishment  of  theirs.  Now  there  was  still  found  among 
its  ruins  no  small  quantity  of  the  riches  that  had  been  in 
the  city,  for  though  the  Romans  had  dug  up  a  great  deal, 
yet  more  was  discovered  by  the  information  of  those  who 
were  captives.  And  so  the  Romans  carried  off  gold  and 
silver,  and  the  rest  of  the  most  precious  things  which  the 
Jews  had,  which  their  owners  had  treasured  up  under 
ground  against  the  uncertain  fortunes  of  war. 

§  3.  And  Titus  went  on  with  his  intended  journey  to 
Egypt,  and  travelled  over  the  desert  very  quickly,  and  ar- 
rived at  Alexandria,  and  resolved  to  sail  for  Italy.  And  as  he 
had  been  accompanied  by  two  legions,  he  sent  each  of  them 
again  to  the  places  where  they  had  come  from,  the  fifth  to 
Moesia,^  and  the  fifteenth  to  Pannonia."  As  for  the  leaders 
of  the  captives,  Simon  and  John,  and  the  other  seven  hun- 
dred men,  whom  he  had  selected  out  of  the  rest  as  being 
eminently  tall  and  handsome  in  body,  he  gave  orders  that 
they  should  forthwith  be  transported  to  Italy,  intending 
to  exhibit  them  in  his  triumph.  And  after  a  prosperous 
voyage,  the  people  of  Rome  received  and  met  him  just  as 
they  had  his  father.  But  what  was  the  most  splendid 
welcome  to  Titus  was  his  father's  meeting  him,  and  re- 
ceiving him.  And  the  crowd  of  citizens  felt  the  greatest  joy 
when  they  saw  all  three  princes  together,^  as  they  did  at 
this  time.  Nor  had  many  days  elapsed,  when  they  deter- 
mined to  have  but  one  triumph,  that  should  be  common 
to  both  Vespasian  and  Titus,  on  account  of  the  glorious 
exploits  they  had  performed,  although  the  senate  had 
decreed  each  of  them  a  separate  triumph.  And  when 
notice  had  been  given  beforehand  of  the  day  appointed 
for  the  splendid  triumphal  procession  on  account  of  their 
victories,  not  one  of  the  immense  multitude  was  left  in 
the  city ;  but  every  body  went  out  and  occupied  every  j^lace 
where  they  might  but  stand,  and  left  only  such  room  as 

^  Jewish  War,  vii.  4,  §  3. 
2  Jewish  War,  iv.  10,  §  6. 
^  Vespasian  and  his  two  sons,  Titus  and  Domitian. — W. 
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was  necessary  for  those  who  were  to  be  the  observed  of  all 
observers  in  the  triumphal  procession. 

§  4.  Now,  while  it  was  still  night,  all  the  soldiers  marched 
out  in  companies,  and  in  their  several  ranks,  under  their 
several  commanders,  and  stationed  themselves  near  the 
doors,  not  of  the  upper  palace,  but  near  the  temple  of 
Isis  ;  for  it  was  there  that  the  emperors  had  rested  that 
nig'ht.  And  as  soon  as  ever  it  was  day,  Vespasian  and 
Titus  came  out  crowned  with  laurel,  and  clothed  in  the 
purple  robes  customary  to  emperors,  and  then  went  as  far 
as  Octavia's  Walks ;  for  there  the  senate,  and  the  princi- 
pal magistrates,  and  those  that  belonged  to  the  equestrian 
order,  waited  for  their  arrival.  Now  a  tribunal  had  been 
erected  before  the  porticoes,  and  ivory  chairs  had  been 
set  upon  it,  and  they  came  and  sat  down  upon  them, 
whereupon  the  soldiers  made  acclamations  of  joy  imme- 
diately, and  all  gave  them  many  attestations  of  valour. 
And  they  were  without  their  arms,  and  only  clad  in  silken 
garments,  and  crowned  with  laurel.  And  Vespasian  gra- 
ciously accepted  these  acclamations  of  theirs,  but  as  they 
were  still  disposed  to  go  on  with  such  acclamations,  he 
made  them  a  sign  to  be  silent.  And  when  silence  reigned 
in  the  entire  assembly,  he  stood  up,  and  covering  most  of 
his  head  in  his  cloak,  put  up  the  accustomed  prayers ;  and 
Titus  did  the  same.  And  after  these  prayers  Vespasian 
made  a  short  speech  to  all  the  people,  and  then  sent  the 
soldiers  away  to  the  usual  dinner  prepared  for  them  by  the 
emperors  ;  and  retired  himself  to  the  gate  which  was  called 
the  gate  of  Triumph,  because  triumphal  processions  always 
passed  through  it.  They  there  tasted  some  food,  and  when 
they  had  put  on  their  triumj^hal  garments,  and  had  offered 
sacrifices  to  the  gods  whose  statues  w^ere  at  the  gate,  they 
went  on  with  the  triumph,  and  marched  through  the 
theatres,  that  they  might  the  more  easily  be  seen  by  the 
miiltitudes. 

§  5.  It  is  impossible  to  describe  adequately  the  multi- 
tude of  the  shows,  and  the  magnificence  of  them  in 
all  things  such  as  man  could  devise,  either  by  the  labour 
of  w^orkmen,  or  the  variety  of  riches,  or  the  rarities  of 
nature.  For  almost  all  such  curiosities,  both  admirable 
and  costly,  as  the  most  fortunate  men  ever  got  by  piece- 
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meal,  were  here  heaped  one  upon  another,  and  all  brought 
together  on  that  day,  showing  the  vastness  of  the  empire  of 
the  Romans.  For  there  was  here  to  be  seen  a  mighty 
quantity  of  articles  of  all  kinds  in  silver  and  gold  and  ivory, 
not  as  if  carried  in  the  triumphal  procession  only,  but,  as  a 
man  might  say,  like  a  running  stream.  Some  hangings  of 
the  rarest  purple  were  carried  along,  and  others  accurately 
represented  to  the  life  what  was  embroidered  by  the  art  of 
the  Babylonians.  There  were  also  precious  stones  that 
were  transparent,  some  set  in  crowns  of  gold,  and  others  of 
other  workmanship,  and  such  a  vast  number  of  these  were 
brought,  that  we  could  not  but  see  how  erroneous  our  idea 
was  that  any  of  them  were  rare.  Images  of  the  gods  were 
also  carried,  as  wonderful  for  their  size  as  artistic  and 
finished  in  their  workmanship  ;  nor  were  any  of  these 
images  made  of  any  other  than  very  costly  material.  And 
many  species  of  animals  were  exhibited,  all  with  their  own 
natural  ornaments.  The  numerous  men  also  who  intro- 
duced each  of  these  shows  were  adorned  with  purple  and 
gilt  garments,  and  those  who  were  chosen  to  conduct  the 
triumphal  procession  were  dressed  in  a  very  striking  and 
costly  way.  Moreover,  one  could  see  that  even  the  crowd 
of  captives  was  not  unadorned,  while  the  variety  and  beauty 
of  their  garments  concealed  from  sight  any  deformity  of 
their  bodies  arising  from  their  hardships.  But  what  aftorded 
the  greatest  admiration  of  all,  was  the  structure  of  the 
pageants  that  were  borne  along ;  for  indeed  he  that  met 
them  could  not  but  be  afraid  that  the  bearers  would  not  be 
able  adequately  to  support  them,  such  was  their  size.  For 
many  of  them  were  three  or  even  four  stories  high,  and 
the  magnificence  of  their  structure  excited  both  pleasure 
and  astonishment ;  for  upon  many  of  them  was  laid  cloth 
of  gold,  and  wrought  gold  and  ivory  were  attached  to  all  of 
them.  And  various  episodes  in  the  war  by  many  represen- 
tations conveyed  a  very  clear  j^icture  of  what  war  was  like. 
For  there  might  be  seen  a  fertile  country  laid  waste,  and 
entire  armies  of  enemies  slain,  and  some  running  away, 
and  others  being  carried  into  captivity,  and  walls  of  great 
thickness  knocked  down  by  battering-rams,  and  strong 
fortifications  taken,  and  the  walls  of  populous  cities  upon 
the  tops  of  hills  scaled,  and  an  army  pouring  in  over  the 
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walls,  and  every  place  full  of  slaughter,  and  tlie  supplica- 
tions of  those  who  could  no  longer  lift  up  their  hands  in 
opposition,  and  fire  put  to  temples,  and  houses  overthrown 
and  falling  upon  their  owners,  and  rivers,  after  j^assing 
through  a  large  and  melancholy  desert,  flowing  not  into  a 
land  cultivated,  or  furnishing  drink  for  men  or  cattle,  but 
through  a  land  still  on  fire  on  every  side.  For  the  Jews 
had  given  themselves  to  war  to  undergo  such  things. 
Now  the  artistic  magnificence  of  these  representations  was 
so  good,  that  it  exhibited  what  had  taken  place  to  those 
who  were  ignorant  of  the  facts,  as  if  they  had  been  really- 
present  there.  On  the  top  of  every  one  of  these  pageants 
was  placed  the  commander  of  the  city  that  had  been 
taken,  just  as  he  was  captured.  Many  ships  also  followed. 
Other  spoils  were  also  carried  in  the  procession  in  great 
plenty,  but  those  that  were  taken  in  the  temple  of  Jeru- 
salem made  the  greatest  figure  of  them  all,  namely,  a 
golden  table  which  weighed  many  talents,  and  a  candle- 
stick likewise  made  of  gold,  though  its  construction  was 
somewhat  different  from  that  in  use  among  us.  For  its 
middle  branch  was  fixed  upon  a  pedestal,  and  small 
branches  came  out  of  it,  like  a  trident  in  appearance,  and 
each  having  a  lamp  of  brass  on  its  top.  There  were  seven 
of  these  lamps,  which  represented  the  honour  paid  to  the 
number  seven  by  the  Jews.  And  last  of  all  the  spoils, 
was  carried  the  law  of  the  Jews.  After  these  spoils  passed 
many  men,  carrying  images  of  victory,  all  made  of  ivory  and 
gold.  Behind  these  rode  Vespasian  first,  and  Titus  followed 
him  ;  Domitian  also  rode  with  them,  himself  also  splen- 
didly dressed  and  mounted  on  a  handsome  horse. 

§  6.  The  end  of  the  procession  was  at  the  temple  of 
Jupiter  Capitolinus,  and  when  they  reached  it  they  halted ; 
for  it  was  the  ancient  custom  to  stay  there  till  somebody 
brought  the  news,  that  the  general  of  the  enemy  was  slain. 
This  general  was  Simon,  the  son  of  Gioras,  who  had  now 
been  led  in  triumph  among  the  captives  ;  a  rope  had  also 
been  thrown  round  him,  and  he  had  been  dragged  into  a 
place  over  the  forum,  where  the  law  of  the  Romans  required 
that  malefactors  condemned  to  death  should  be  slain,  and 
he  had  also  been  scourged  by  those  that  dragged  him 
along.     And  when  it  was  reported  that  there  was  an  end 
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of  him,  and  all  the  people  had  shouted  for  joy,  they  then 
began  to  offer  the  sacrifices  which  they  consecrated  by  the 
accustomed  prayers,  and  then  went  away  to  the  palace. 
And  the  emperors  entertained  some  at  their  own  feast,  and 
for  all  the  rest  there  were  noble  preparations  made  for  their 
feasting  at  home.  For  the  city  of  the  Romans  celebrated 
this  day  as  a  festival  for  the  victory  obtained  by  their  army 
over  their  enemies,  and  for  the  end  of  their  own  intestine 
dissensions,  and  for  the  commencement  of  their  hopes  of 
future  happiness. 

§  7.  After  these  triumphs  were  over,  and  after  the 
Roman  empire  was  settled  on  the  surest  foundation,  Ves- 
pasian resolved  to  build  a  temple  to  Peace,  which  he  finished 
in  a  very  short  time,  and  in  a  manner  beyond  all  human 
expectation.  For  bestomng  his  vast  wealth  upon  it, 
besides  what  he  had  formerly  gained  in  his  other  suc- 
cesses, he  had  this  temple  adorned  with  pictures  and 
statues.  And  all  such  rarities  were  collected  and  deposited 
in  this  temple,  as  men  before  used  to  wander  all  over  the 
world  to  see,  when  they  had  a  desire  to  see  one  of  them 
after  another.  He  also  deposited  in  it  the  golden  vessels 
that  were  taken  out  of  the  Jewish  temple,  and  was  very 
proud  of  them.  And  he  gave  orders  that  they  should 
l^lace  their  law,  and  the  purple  veils  of  the  sanctuary,  in 
the  royal  palace,  and  keep  them  there. 


CHAP.    YI. 

Concerning  Machcerus,  and  hoiv  Lucilius  Bass2is  tooh  that 
Fortress  and  other  Places. 

§1- 

NOW  Lucilius  Bassus  was  sent  out  as  imperial  legate  to 
Judaea,  and  there  he  received  the  army  from  Cerealis 
Vitellianus,  and  made  himself  master  of  the  fortress  of 
Herodium  ^  and  the  garrison  that  held  it :  after  which  he 
got  together  all  the  soldiers  available  (for  many  were  dis- 
tributed  about  the    country)  and  the   tenth   legion,  and 

^  Jebel  Fureidis.     Jewish  War,  i.  13,  §  8. 
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resolved  to  march  against  Macliserus.^  For  it  was  quite 
necessary  that  that  fortress  should  be  demolished,  lest 
it  mig'lit  draw  away  many  into  rebellion  because  of  its 
strength  :  for  the  nature  of  the  place  was  very  capable  of 
affording  sure  hope  of  safety  to  those  who  held  it,  and 
delay  and  fear  to  those  who  attacked  it.  For  what  was 
defended  bv  a  fort  was  itself  a  rocky  hill,  rising  to  a  very 
great  height,  which  circumstance  alone  made  it  very  diffi- 
cult to  capture  it.  It  was  also  so  contrived  by  nature, 
that  it  could  not  be  easily  aj^proached ;  for  it  is  intrenched 
by  ravines  on  all  sides,  so  deep  that  the  eye  cannot  reach 
their  bottoms,  nor  are  they  easy  tp  cross  over,  and  it  is 
quite  impossible  to  fill  them  up  with  earth.  For  the 
ravine  which  hems  it  in  on  the  west  extends  threescore 
furlongs,  and  does  not  end  till  the  lake  Asphaltitis '  (and 
it  is  on  the  same  side  also  that  Machserus  has  its  highest 
peak  elevated  above  the  rest);  and  although  the  ravines 
that  lie  on  the  north  and  south  sides  are  not  so  large  as 
that  just  described,  yet  it  is  similarly  imj^racticable  to 
think  of  storming  them.  As  for  the  ravine  that  lies  on 
the  east  side,  its  depth  is  found  to  be  no  less  than  a  hun- 
dred cubits,  and  it  extends  as  far  as  a  mountain  that  lies 
opposite  Machserus. 

§  2.  Now  Alexander  the  king  of  the  Jews,  having  ob- 
served the  nature  of  this  place,  was  the  first  who  built  a 
fortress  there,  which  was  afterwards  demolished  by  Gabi- 
nius,  when  he  warred  against  Aristobulus.  But  when 
Herod  came  to  be  king,  he  thought  the  place  to  be  worthy 
of  the  utmost  regard,  and  of  being  fortified  in  the  strongest 
manner,  especially  as  it  lay  so  near  to  Arabia :  for  it  is 
situated  conveniently  in  respect  to  that  country  which  it 
faces.  He  therefore  surrounded  a  large  space  of  ground 
with  walls  and  towers,  and  built  a  city  there,  from  which  a 
way  led  up  to  the  very  top  of  the  hill..  Moreover,  he  built 
a  wall  round  the  top  of  the  hill,  and  erected  towers  a  hun- 
dred and  sixty  cubits  high  at  the  angles.  And  in  the 
middle  of  this  walled  area  he  built  a  magnificent  palace, 
wherein  were  large  and  beautiful  rooms.  He  also  made  a 
great  many  cisterns  to  hold  water,  that  there  might  be  a 

^  Mekaur.     Jewish  War,  i.  8,  §  2.  "'■  Tlie  Dead  Sea. 
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plentiful  supply  in  the  most  fit  places,  as  if  having  a 
friendly  contest  with  nature,  that  he  might  make  the 
natural  strength  of  the  place,  which  made  it  hard  to  be 
taken,  still  greater  by  defences  made  by  the  hands  of  men. 
Moreover,  he  put  a  large  quantity  of  darts  and  other 
engines  of  war  into  it,  and  contrived  to  store  up  every 
thing  there  that  might  enable  its  inhabitants  to  stand  a 
very  long  siege. 

§  3.  Now  in  this  palace  there  grew  a  sort  of  rue,  that 
deserves  our  wonder  on  account  of  its  size,  for  it  was  as 
large  as  any  fig-tree  both  in  height  and  thickness  ;  and 
the  report  went  that  it* had  lasted  ever  since  the  times  of 
Herod,  and  it  would  probably  have  lasted  much  longer  had 
it  not  been  cut  down  by  the  Jews  who  occupied  the  place 
afterwards.  And  in  the  ravine  which  surrounds  the  city  on 
the  north  side,  there  is  a  certain  place  called  Baaras,^  which 
produces  a  root  of  the  same  name  as  itself.  Its  colour  is 
like  that  of  fire,  and  towards  evening  it  sends  out  a  ray 
like  lightning,  and  is  not  easily  taken  by  such  as  approach 
it  and  wish  to  take  it,  but  recedes  from  their  hands,  and 
is  not  stationary  until  either  a  woman's  urine  or  men- 
struous  blood  be  poured  upon  it ;  nay,  even  then  it  is 
certain  death  to  those  that  touch  it,  unless  one  take  and 
hang  the  root  itself  do^vn  from  the  hand,  and  so  carry  it 
away.  It  is  also  taken  another  way  without  danger, 
namely,  as  follows.  Persons  dig  quite  round  it,  till  the 
hidden  part  of  the  root  is  very  small ;  they  then  tie  a  dog 
to  it,  and  when  the  dog  starts  to  follow  the  person  that  tied 
him,  the  root  is  easily  plucked  up ;  but  the  dog  dies  im- 
mediately, as  if  a  victim  instead  of  the  man  that  would 
take  the  plant  away.  Nor  after  this  need  any  one  be  afraid 
of  taking  it  into  his  hands.  Yet  after  all  this  risk  in  getting 
it,  it  is  only  sought  after  on  account  of  one  property  it  has, 
that  if  it  be  only  brought  to  sick  persons,  it  cpaickly  drives 
away  those  who  are  called  demons  (who  are  no  other  than 
the  spirits  of  the  wicked)  that  enter  into  men  that  are  alive, 
and  kill  them,  unless  they  can  obtain  some  help  against 
them.  There  are  also  springs  of  hot  water  that  flow  out 
of  this  place,  which  have  a  very  different  taste  from  (me 

'  In  the  Wddi/  Zerka  Ma'in,  on  the  east  shore  of  the  Dead  Sea. 
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another :  for  some  of  them  are  bitter,  and  others  of  them  are 
very  sweet.  Cold  waters  also  gush  out  frequently,  and  have 
their  springs  near  one  another,  not  only  on  the  more  level 
ground,  but  what  is  still  more  wonderful,  there  is  to  be 
seen  a  certain  cave  hard  by  of  no  great  depth,  covered  over 
by  a  rock  that  juts  out ;  and  above  this  rock  there  stand 
out  two  small  round  [hills  like]  breasts,  a  little  distant 
from  one  another,  one  of  which  sends  out  a  fountain  that 
is  very  cold,  and  the  other  sends  out  one  that  is  very  hot ; 
and  these  waters,  when  mixed  together,  form  a  most 
pleasant  bath,  medicinal  indeed  in  other  complaints,  but 
especially  good  for  strengthening  the  nerves.  This  place 
also  contains  mines  of  sulphur  and  alum. 

§  4.  Now  when  Bassus  had  made  a  complete  reconnais- 
sance of  the  fortress,  he  resolved  to  make  his  approach  to 
it  by  filling  up  the  ravine  on  the  east  side ;  so  he  fell  hard 
to  work,  and  took  great  pains  to  raise  the  earth  as  soon 
as  possible,  and  so  to  make  the  storm  of  the  place  easy. 
As  for  the  Jews  who  were  shut  up  inside  the  place,  they 
se^^arated  themselves  from  the  strangers  that  were  with 
them,  and  forced  these  strangers,  as  they  considered  them 
a  merely  useless  multitude,  to  stay  in  the  lower  city,  and 
bear  the  brunt  of  danger  first,  while  they  themselves  occu- 
pied the  upper  citadel,  and  held  it,  both  on  account  of  its 
great  strength,  and  to  provide  for  their  own  safety ;  for 
they  thought  they  might  obtain  their  pardon  if  they  sur- 
rendered the  fortress  eventually  to  the  Romans.  However, 
they  wished  to  make  trial  first  whether  the  hopes  they  had 
of  escaping  a  siege  were  feasible.  So  they  energetically 
made  sallies  every  day,  and  fought  with  those  that  met 
them,  in  which  conflicts  many  of  them  were  slain,  and  they 
also  slew  many  of  the  Romans.  But  still  it  was  oppor- 
tunity that  chiefly  gained  both  sides  their  victories,  they 
were  gained  by  the  Jews,  when  they  fell  upon  the  Romans 
as  they  were  off  their  guard,  and  by  the  Romans  when, 
upon  the  Jews'  sallies  against  their  banks,  they  foresaw 
their  coming,  and  were  upon  their  guard  to  receive  them. 
But  the  conclusion  of  the  siege  did  not  depend  upon  these 
skirmishes ;  but  a  certam  unexpected  chance  event  forced 
the  Jews  to  surrender  the  fortress.  There  was  a  certain 
young  man  among  the  besieged,  of  great  boldness,  and  very 

V.  L 
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active  with  his  hand,  whose  name  was  Eleazar.  He  greatly 
distinguished  himseK  in  the  sallies,  and  encouraged  the 
Jews  to  go  out  in  great  numbers,  in  order  to  hinder  the 
raising  of  the  banks,  and  did  the  Eonians  a  great  deal  of 
hurt  when  it  came  to  fighting,  and  for  those  who  were  bold 
enough  to  sally  out  with  him  he  made  their  attack  easy, 
and  caused  their  retreat  to  be  without  danger  by  still 
bringing  up  the  rear  himself.  Now  it  happened  on  one 
occasion,  when  the  fight  was  over,  and  both  sides  had  re- 
tired, that  he,  despising  the  enemy,  and  thinking  that  none 
of  them  would  begin  the  fight  again  at  that  time,  stayed 
outside  the  gates,  and  talked  a  long  time  to  those  that  were 
upon  the  wall,  and  his  mind  was  wholly  intent  uj^on  them. 
Now  a  certain  person  belonging  to  the  Roman  camp,  whose 
name  was  Rufus,  by  birth  an  Egyptian,  observed  his  oj^por- 
tunity,  and  ran  at  him  suddenly,  when  nobody  ex2)ected 
such  a  thing,  and  snatched  him  up  armour  and  all,  while 
those  that  saw  it  from  the  wall  were  in  such  consternation, 
that  Rufus  carried  Eleazar  off  to  the  Roman  camp  before 
they  could  stop  him.  And  the  general  of  the  Romans 
ordered  that  he  should  be  hoisted  up  naked,  and  set  before 
the  city  so  as  to  be  seen  by  all  the  citizens,  and  severely 
scourged  before  their  eyes.  At  this  sad  event  that  befell 
the  young  man  the  Jews  were  terribly  confounded,  and  the 
whole  city  sorely  lamented  him,  and  the  wailing  was  greater 
than  one  would  have  expected  at  the  calamity  of  a  single 
person.  When  Bassus  perceived  that,  be  began  to  think 
of  using  a  stratagem  against  the  enemy,  and  wished  to 
heighten  their  grief,  in  order  to  prevail  upon  them  to  sur- 
render the  city  for  Eleazar' s  safety,  nor  did  he  fail  of  his 
hope.  For  he  commanded  them  to  set  up  a  cross,  as  if  he 
were  just  going  to  crucify  Eleazar  immediately.  And  the 
sight  of  this  occasioned  still  greater  grief  among  those 
that  were  in  the  fortress,  and  they  groaned  aloud,  and  cried 
out  that  they  could  not  bear  to  see  his  tragic  end.  There- 
upon Eleazar  besought  them  not  to  allow  him  to  suffer  the 
most  wretched  of  deaths,  and  exhorted  them  to  save  them- 
selves by  yielding  to  the  Roman  power  and  fortune,  as  all 
other  people  had  been  now  conquered  by  them.  And  they 
were  greatly  moved  by  what  he  said,  there  being  also  many 
within  the  city  that  interceded  for  him  (for  he  was  of  an 
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eminent  and  very  numerous  family),  so  they  now  yielded 
to  compassion  contrary  to  their  usual  custom.  Accordingly 
they  quickly  sent  out  certain  messengers,  and  treated  with 
the  Romans  about  the  surrender  of  the  fortress,  and  de- 
sired that  they  might  be  permitted  to  go  away  safe,  and 
take  Eleazar  with  them.  And  the  Eonians  and  their 
general  accepted  these  terms,  but  the  multitude  of  strangers 
in  the  lower  part  of  the  city,  hearing  of  the  agreement 
that  was  made  by  the  Jews  for  themselves  alone,  resolved 
to  flee  away  privately  in  the  night.  But  as  soon  as  they 
opened  the  gates,  those  who  had  come  to  terms  with 
Bassus  told  him  of  it,  whether  they  envied  the  others' 
safety,  or  whether  they  acted  so  from  fear,  lest  the  Eomans 
should  accuse  them  of  their  escape.  Now  the  most  cou- 
rageous of  these  strangers  that  went  out  anticipated  the 
enemy,  and  broke  through  and  escaped,  while  those  men 
of  them  that  were  taken  within  were  slain,  to  the  number 
of  one  thousand  seven  hundred,  and  the  women  and  chil- 
dren were  made  slaves.  But  as  to  those  that  had  surren- 
dered the  fortress,  Bassus  thought  it  right  to  perform  the 
covenant  he  had  made  with  them,  so  he  let  them  go,  and 
restored  Eleazar  to  them. 

§  5.  When  Bassus  had  settled  these  affairs,  he  pushed 
on  his  army  to  what  is  called  the  wood  of  Jardes,  for  news 
was  brought  him  that  many  of  those  who  had  fled  from 
the  sieges  of  Jerusalem  and  Machaerus  formerly  were  con- 
centrated there.  ^Vlien  he  was  therefore  come  to  the  place, 
and  perceived  that  the  news  was  correct,  he  first  surrounded 
the  whole  place  with  his  cavalry,  that  such  of  the  Jews  as 
were  bold  enough  to  try  to  break  through  might  have  no 
possible  way  of  escape  because  of  the  cavalry,  while  he 
ordered  his  foot-soldiers  to  cut  down  the  trees  that  were  in 
the  wood  where  they  had  fled.  So  the  Jews  were  under 
the  necessity  of  performing  some  glorious  exploit,  and  of 
greatly  exposing  themselves  in  battle,  as  they  might  per- 
haps so  escape.  So  they  rushed  forward  en  masse,  with 
a  great  shout,  and  fell  upon  those  that  surrounded  them. 
And  the  Romans  received  them  with  great  courage,  and  as 
the  one  side  fought  desperately,  and  the  other  would  not 
yield,  the  fight  was  prolonged  on  that  account,  but  the 
issue  of  the  battle  was  very  different  to  the  two  armies. 
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For  it  so  happened,  that  only  twelve  fell  on  the  Roman 
side,  while  a  few  were  wounded,  but  of  the  Jews  not  one 
escaped  out  of  this  battle,  but  they  were  all  killed,  being 
no  less  than  three  thousand,  including  Judas,  the  son  of 
Arus,  their  general,  concerning  whom  I  have  before  said 
that  he  had  been  a  captain  of  a  certain  band  at  the  siege  of 
Jerusalem,  and  by  going  down  into  certain  underground 
passages  had  privately  made  his  escape. 

§  6.  About  the  same  time  the  emperor  wrote  to  Bassus, 
and  to  Liberius  Maximus  (who  was  the  procurator),  and 
gave  orders  that  all  the  land  of  the  Jews  should  be  sold. 
For  he  did  not  found  any  city  there,  but  reserved  the 
country  for  liimseK  ;  however,  to  eight  hundred  men  only, 
whom  he  had  disbanded  from  his  army,  he  gave  for  their 
habitation  a  place  called  Emmaus,^  which  is  thirty  fur- 
longs from  Jerusalem.  He  also  laid  a  tribute  upon  the 
Jews  wherever  they  dwelt,  and  enjoined  every  one  of  them 
to  contribute  two  drachmae  every  year  to  the  Capitol,  as 
they  used  previously  to  pay  the  same  to  the  temple  at 
Jerusalem.  Such  was  the  state  of  the  Jewish  affairs  at 
this  time. 


CHAP.   VII. 

Concerning  the  Calamities  that  befell  Antiochus,  King  of 
Commagene.  Also  concerning  the  Alani,  and  ivhat  great 
Hurt  they  did  to  the  3Iedes  and  Armenians. 

AND  now,  in  the  fourth  year  of  the  reign  of  Vespasian, 
it  came  to  pass,  that  Antiochus,  the  king  of  Comma- 
gene,  and  all  his  family,  fell  into  very  great  calamities  on 
the  following  account.  Csesennius  Psetus,  who  was  jiresi- 
dent  of  Syria  at  this  time,  whether  stating  the  real  truth, 
or  only  out  of  hatred  of  Antiochus,  (for  the  real  motive 
was  never  thoroughly  discovered,)  sent  a  letter  to  Vespasian 
telling  him  that  Antiochus  and  his  son  Epiphanes  had  re- 

'  The  distance  given  agrees  with  that  of  Ktdonick  (Colonia)  from 
Jerusalem.  This  Emmaus  is  very  generally  supposed  to  be  the  same  as 
the  biblical  Emmaus  (Luke  xxiv.  13). 
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solved  to  revolt  from  the  Roinaus,  and  had  made  a  league 
with  the  king  of  Parthia  ;  and  urging  that  it  was  necessary 
to  anticipate  them,  lest,  if  they  got  the  start  of  the  Romans, 
they  might  begin  such  a  war  as  would  cause  a  general  dis- 
turbance in  the  Roman  em])ire.  Now  Vespasian  was  not 
disposed  to  neglect  the  matter,  as  this  information  reached 
him ;  for  the  neighbourhood  of  those  kings  made  the 
matter  of  greater  importance.  For  Samosata,i  the  capital 
of  Commagene,  lies  upon  the  Euphrates,  so  that  the  Par- 
thians,  had  they  any  such  design,  could  most  easily  cross 
over  it,  and  would  also  have  a  secure  retreat  back.  Psetus 
was  accordingly  believed,  and  had  authority  given  him  to 
act  as  he  should  think  proj^er  in  the  case,  so  without  delay 
he  suddenly  marched  against  Commagene  before  Antiochus 
and  his  people  had  the  least  expectation  of  his  coming : 
having  with  him  the  tenth  legion,  and  also  some  cohorts  and 
troops  of  horse.  The  following  kings  also  came  to  his  assis- 
tance, Aristobulus,  king  of  the  country  called  Chalcidice,'^ 
and  Sohemus,  king  of  what  was  called  Emesa.^  Nor  was 
any  opposition  made  to  his  forces  Avhen  they  entered  the 
kingdom ;  for  none  in  that  country  would  so  much  as  lift 
up  their  hands  against  them.  When  Antiochus  heard  this 
unexpected  news,  he  could  not  think  in  the  least  of  making 
war  upon  the  Romans,  but  determined  to  leave  all  his  king- 
dom in  the  state  wherein  it  now  was,  and  to  retire  privately 
with  his  wife  and  children,  thinking  thereby  to  prove  himself 
to  the  Romans  to  be  innocent  of  the  charge  laid  against 
him.  So  he  went  a  hundred  and  twenty  furlongs  from 
Samosata  into  the  plain,  and  there  encamped. 

§  2.  Paetus  then  sent  some  of  his  men  to  occupy  Samo- 
sata, and  by  them  took  possession  of  that  city,  while  he 
went  himself  to  attack  Antiochus  with  the  rest  of  his  army. 
However,  the  king  was  not  prevailed  upon  by  the  necessity 
he  was  in  to  do  anything  in  the  way  of  war  against  the 
Romans,  but  bemoaned  his  own  hard  fate,  and  was  for  en- 
during with  patience  what  he  had  to  suffer.  But  his  sons, 
who  were  young  and  inexperienced  in  war,  but  of  strong 
bodies,  were  not  easily  induced  to  bear  this  calamity  with- 

^  Samsat.     Jewish  War,  i.  16,  §  7. 

'^  The  country  of  Cliulcis,  now  probably  Mejdel  'Anjar. 

^  Ho7ns. 
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out  fighting.  Epiplianes  and  Callinicus,  therefore,  betook 
themselves  to  force.  And  as  the  battle  was  stoutly  con- 
tested and  lasted  all  day  long,  they  showed  their  own 
valour  in  a  remarkable  manner,  and  nothing  but  the 
approach  of  night  put  an  end  to  the  battle,  and  that  with- 
out any  diminution  of  their  forces  ;  but  Antiochus,  although 
the  battle  had  terminated  in  this  way,  did  not  venture  to 
continue  there,  but  took  his  wife  and  daughters,  and  fled 
with  them  to  Cilicia,  and,  by  so  doing,  quite  discouraged  the 
spirit  of  his  own  soldiers.  So  they  revolted  and  went  over 
to  the  Romans,  as  he  despaired  of  keeping  the  kingdom, 
for  now  the  case  was  looked  upon  by  all  as  quite  despe- 
rate. It  was  therefore  necessary  that  Epiphanes  and  Cal- 
linicus should  get  safe  from  their  enemies  before  they  be- 
came entirely  destitute  of  helpers.  Nor  were  there  any 
more  than  ten  horsemen  with  them,  when  they  crossed  the 
Euphrates,  whence  they  reached  Vologesus,  the  king  of 
Parthia,  in  safety,  where  they  were  not  disregarded  as 
exiles,  but  had  the  same  respect  paid  them  as  if  they  had 
retained  their  ancient  prosperity. 

§  3.  Now  when  Antiochus  arrived  at  Tarsus  ^  in  Cilicia, 
Paetus  despatched  a  centurion  to  arrest  him,  and  sent  him  in 
bonds  to  Rome.  However,  Vespasian  could  not  endure  to 
have  the  king  brought  to  him  in  that  manner,  but  thought  it 
fit  rather  to  have  regard  to  their  ancient  friendship  than  to 
preserve  an  inexorable  anger  because  of  this  war.  So  he 
gave  orders,  while  Antiochus  was  still  upon  the  road,  that 
they  should  take  off  his  bonds,  and  that  he  should  put  off 
his  visit  to  Rome,  and  for  the  present  go  and  live  at  Lace- 
daemon  ;  he  also  gave  him  large  revenues,  that  he  might 
not  only  live  in  plenty,  but  hke  a  king  also.  Now  when 
Epiphanes  and  Callinicus,  who  were  before  in  great  fear 
for  their  father,  were  informed  of  this,  their  minds  were 
freed  from  the  great  concern  and  anxiety  they  had  been  in. 
They  also  hoped  that  Vespasian  would  be  reconciled  to  them, 
upon  the  intercession  of  Vologesus ;  for  although  they  lived 
in  plenty,  they  knew  not  how  to  bear  living  out  of  the 
Roman  empire.  And  Vespasian  graciously  gave  them  leave, 
and  they  went  to  Rome ;  and  as  their  father  came  at  once 

^  Tcrstis,  in  the  province  of  Adana. 
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to  them  from  Lacedaemon,  they  had  all  sorts  of  respect  paid 
them  there,  and  there  they  remained. 

§  4.  Now  the  nation  of  the  Alani  who  (as  I  said  before 
somewhere)  are  Scythians,  and  dwell  near  the  Tanais  '  and 
the  lake  Maeotis,"  formed  about  this  time  the  design  of  in- 
vading Media  and  the  country  beyond  it,  in  order  to  plunder 
them.  Accordingly  they  negotiated  with  the  king  of  the 
Hyrcani,^  for  he  was  master  of  the  pass  that  king  Alexander 
had  shut  up  with  iron  gates.  And  as  he  gave  them  leave  to 
come  through  them,  they  came  en  masse,  and  fell  upon  the 
Medes  who  expected  nothing  of  the  kind,  and  plundered 
their  country,  which  was  populous  and  rich  in  cattle, 
and  nobody  durst  make  any  resistance  against  them.  For 
Pacorus,  the  king  of  the  country,  had  fled  away  for  fear 
into  j^laces  where  they  could  not  easily  get  at  him,  and 
had  yielded  up  every  thing  he  had  to  them,  and  had  only 
with  difficulty  saved  his  wife  and  concubines  from  them, 
after  they  had  been  made  captives,  by  paying  a  hundred 
talents  for  their  ransom.  These  Alani  therefore  plundered 
the  country  with  great  ease  and  without  opposition,  and 
proceeded  as  far  as  Armenia,  laying  all  waste  before  them. 
Now  Tiridates  was  king  of  that  country,  and  he  met  them 
and  fought  them,  but  was  nearly  taken  alive  in  the  battle ; 
for  a  certain  man  threw  a  net  over  him  from  some  distance, 
and  would  soon  have  drawn  him  to  him,  if  he  had  not 
quickly  cut  the  cord  with  his  sword,  and  fled  first.  And 
the  Alani,  being  still  more  provoked  by  this  fight,  laid 
waste  the  country,  and  carried  ofl:  with  them  a  great  multi- 
tude of  men,  and  a  great  quantity  of  other  spoil  they  had 
got  from  both  kingdoms,  and  then  retired  back  to  their  own 
country. 

^  The  Don.  •  The  Sea  of  Asov. 

"  Hyrcania  lay  to  the  south  of  the  Caspian,  and  is  now  the  IVrsian 
province  Mazanderan. 
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CHAP.  VIII. 

Concerning  Masada,  and  the  Sicarii  luho  held  it ;  and  how 
Silva  besieged  that  Fortress.  Eleazar's  Speeches  to  the 
besieged. 

WHEN  Bassus  had  died  in  Judaea,  Flavius  Silva  suc- 
ceeded liim  as  governor  there ;  and  when  he  saw 
that  all  the  rest  of  the  country  had  been  subdued  in  this 
war,  and  that  there  was  only  one  fortress  that  was  still 
in  revolt,  he  concentrated  all  his  army  that  was  in  those 
parts,  and  made  an  expedition  against  it.  This  fortress 
was  called  Masada,^  and  the  commander  of  the  Sicarii, 
who  occupied  it,  was  one  Eleazar,  an  able  man,  and  a 
descendant  of  that  Judas  who  had  persuaded  no  few  of  the 
Jews,  as  I  before  stated,  not  to  submit  to  the  census,  when 
Cyrenius  was  sent  into  Judaea  to  take  it.  For  it  was 
then  that  the  Sicarii  banded  together  against  those  who 
were  willing  to  submit  to  the  Romans,  and  treated  them  in 
all  respects  as  if  they  had  been  their  enemies,  plundering 
them  of  what  they  had,  and  driving  away  their  cattle, 
and  setting  fire  to  their  houses.  For  they  said  that  they 
differed  not  at  all  from  foreigners,  as  they  betrayed  so 
ignobly  their  freedom  which  the  Jews  thought  ought  to  be 
fought  for  to  the  utmost,  and  owned  that  they  preferred 
slavery  under  the  Romans.  Now  this  was  in  reality  only 
a  pretext  and  cloak  for  their  barbarity  and  avarice,  as  they 
afterwards  made  evident  by  their  actions.  For  those  that 
were  partners  with  them  in  their  rebellion  joined  them  also 
with  in  the  war  against  the  Romans,  and  went  further 
lengths  in  their  audacity  against  them.  And  when  they 
were  again  convicted  of  dissembling  in  such  pretexts,  they 
still  more  abused  those  who  justly  reproached  them  for 
their  wickedness.  And  somehow,  indeed,  that  was  a  time 
most  fertile  in  all  manner  of  wicked  practices  among  the 
Jews,  insomuch  that  no  kind  of  villainy  was  then  left  un- 
done ;  nor  could  any  one  so  much  as  devise  any  bad  thing 

^   Sehheh.  on  the  west  shore  of  the  Dead  Sea.     Jewish  "War,  i.  12,  §  1. 
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that  was  new  if  he  wished.  So  deeply  were  they  all 
infected  both  privately  and  publicly,  and  vied  with  one 
another  who  should  run  the  greatest  lengths  in  impiety  to- 
wards God,  and  in  unjust  actions  towards  their  neighbours, 
men  in  power  oppressing  the  multitude,  and  the  multi- 
tude earnestly  endeavouring  to  destroy  men  in  poAver.  The 
latter  desired  to  tyrannize,  and  the  former  to  offer  violence 
to  and  plunder  those  who  were  richer  than  themselves.  Now 
the  Sicarii  first  began  this  lawlessness  and  barbarity  to  their 
kindred,  and  left  no  word  of  reproach  unsaid,  or  deed  un- 
done, to  destroy  those  whom  they  plotted  against.  However, 
John  showed  by  his  actions  that  these  Sicarii  were  more 
moderate  than  he  was  himself.  For  he  not  only  slew  all 
who  counselled  him  to  do  what  was  right  and  expedient, 
treating  them  worst  of  all,  as  the  most  bitter  enemies  that 
he  had  among  all  the  citizens,  but  also  filled  his  country 
generally  with  ten  thousand  woes,  such  as  a  man  who  was 
already  hardened  in  impiety  towards  God  would  naturally 
do.  For  he  had  unlawful  food  set  upon  his  table,  and 
rejected  the  purity  that  the  laws  of  his  country  had  or- 
dained, so  that  it  was  no  longer  a  wonder  if  he,  who  was 
so  mad  in  his  impiety  towards  God,  did  not  observe  any 
gentleness  or  kindness  towards  men.  Again,  what  evil  did 
not  Simon,  the  son  of  Gioras,  do  ?  or  what  kind  of  abuses 
did  he  abstain  from  as  to  the  persons  of  those  very  freemen 
who  had  set  him  uj)  as  a  tyrant  ?  "What  friendship  or  re- 
lationship did  not  make  them  more  bold  in  their  daily 
murders  ?  For  they  looked  upon  doing  hurt  to  strangers  as 
only  a  work  of  ignoble  villainy,  but  thought  barbarity  to- 
wards their  nearest  relations  a  glorious  feat.  The  Idumaeans 
also  vied  with  these  men  in  their  fury.  For  they,  vilest 
wretches  that  they  were,  cut  the  throats  of  the  high  priests, 
that  so  no  part  of  piety  to  God  might  be  preserved,  and 
destroyed  utterly  every  vestige  of  forms  of  law,  and  intro- 
duced the  most  complete  lawlessness  in  all  cases,  in  which 
the  class  of  j^eople  called  Zealots  excelled,  who  indeed  made 
their  name  good  by  their  acts.  For  they  were  zealous  in 
every  bad  work,  and  if  their  memory  recalled  any  evil  thing 
that  had  formerly  been  done,  they  did  not  omit  zealously  to 
do  the  same  ;  and  yet  they  gave  themselves  their  name  as  if 
zealous  for  what  was  good,  either  bantering   those  they 
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treated  ill  because  of  their  brutish  dis230sition,  or  thinking 
the  greatest  of  evils  good.  Accordingly,  they  each  had  a 
fitting  end,  God  awarding  to  them  punishment  completely 
adequate  to  their  deserts.  For  all  such  chastisements  lit 
upon  them  as  man's  nature  is  capable  of  undergoing,  till 
the  utmost  end  of  their  lives,  and  till  death  came  upon  them 
in  various  torments.  However,  one  might  say  that  they 
suffered  less  than  they  inflicted,  because  it  was  impossible 
they  could  be  punished  quite  according  to  their  deserts. 
But  this  is  not  the  proper  place  to  make  adequate  lamen- 
tation for  those  who  were  the  victims  of  these  men's  bar- 
barity. I  will  therefore  return  again  to  the  remaining 
part  of  my  narrative. 

§  2.  The  Eoman  general  then  came  and  led  his  army 
against  Eleazar  and  those  Sicarii  who  held  the  fortress  of 
Masada  with  him.  As  for  the  whole  adjacent  country  he 
made  himself  master  of  it  at"  once,  and  put  garrisons  into 
the  mo'st  suitable  places  of  it,  and  built  a  wall  quite  round 
the  entire  fortress,  that  none  of  the  besieged  could  easily 
escape,  and  also  set  his  men  to  guard  the  several  parts  of 
it.  He  also  carefully  pitched  his  camp  in  the  most  suit- 
able place  for  the  siege,  where  the  rocks  belonging  to  the 
fortress  were  nearest  to  the  neighbouring  mountain,  though 
it  was  indeed  a  difficult  place  for  getting  plenty  of  provisions. 
For  not  only  had  food  to  be  brought  from  a  great  distance 
with  a  great  deal  of  exertion  on  the  part  of  those  Jews 
who  were  told  off  for  that  purpose,  but  water  also  had  to 
be  brought  to  the  camp,  because  the  place  supplied  no 
fountain  that  was  near.  When,  therefore,  Silva  had  first 
seen  to  these  matters,  he  turned  his  attention  to  besieging 
the  place,  a  task  which  required  a  great  deal  of  skill  and 
hard  work  because  of  the  strength  of  the  fortress,  the 
nature  of  which  I  will  now  describe. 

§  3.  There  was  a  rock,  not  small  in  circumference,  and 
very  high,  surrounded  by  ravines  of  such  vast  depth  that 
the  eye  could  not  reach  their  bottom,  which  were  precipi- 
tous, and  such  as  no  animal  could  climb  except  at  two  places 
in  the  rock,  where  it  admits  of  ascent,  though  not  without 
difficulty.  Now,  of  these  two  ways  one  is  from  the  lake 
Asphaltitis  towards  the  east,  and  the  other,  where  the 
ascent  is  easier,  on  the  west.     One  of  these  ways  they  call 
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the  Serpent,^  using  that  comparison  because  of  its  narrow- 
ness and  perpetual  windings ;  for  it  breaks  off  where  the 
crags  jut  out,  and  returns  frequently  into  itself,  and 
lengthens  again  by  degrees,  and  proceeds  forward  not 
without  difficulty.  And  he  that  would  walk  along  it  must 
first  tread  firmly  with  one  foot  and  then  with  the  other ; 
for  to  slip  is  certain  destruction ;  for  on  each  side  yawn 
precipices  deep  enough  to  quell  all  courage  by  terror.  Now 
when  a  man  has  gone  along  this  way  for  thirty  furlongs, 
what  remains  is  the  top  of  the  hill,  not  ending  in  a  sharp 
point,  but  forming  table-land  as  it  were  on  the  summit 
of  the  hill.  Upon  this  summit  Jonathan  the  high  priest 
first  built  a  fortress  and  called  it  Masada.  And  after- 
wards the  rebuilding  of  this  place  employed  the  care  of 
king  Herod  to  a  great  degree.  For  he  built  a  wall  made  of 
white  stone,  seven  furlongs  long,  twelve  cubits  high,  and 
eight  broad,  round  the  entire  area  of  the  top  of  the  hill. 
Thirty- seven  towers,  each  of  them  fifty  cubits  high,  were 
also  erected  upon  this  wall  from  which  you  might  pass 
into  chambers  built  on  the  inside  round  the  entire  wall. 
For  the  king  reserved  the  top  of  the  hill,  which  was  rich 
soil  and  softer  than  all  the  plain,  for  agriculture,  that  such 
as  committed  themselves  for  their  safety  to  this  fortress, 
might  not  even  there  be  quite  destitute  of  food,  in  case 
they  should  ever  want  it  from  abroad.  He  also  built  a 
palace  thereon  at  the  western  ascent,  beneath  the  walls  of 
the  fortress,  and  facing  north.  Now  the  wall  of  this  palace 
was  very  high  and  strong,  and  it  had  at  its  corners  four 
towers  sixty  cubits  high.  The  furniture  also  of  the 
chambers  within  and  of  the  porticoes  and  bath-rooms  was 
of  great  variety,  and  very  costly,  and  these  buildings  were 
supported  by  pillars  made  each  of  a  single  stone  on  every 
side,  and  the  walls  and  floors  of  the  chambers  were  beauti- 
fied by  marble  being  inlaid.  He  also  cut  many  deep  tanks 
out  of  the  rocks  as  reservoirs  for  water,  at  every  one  of  the 
places  that  were  inhabited  above  and  round  the  palace, 
and  before  the  wall,  and  by  this  contrivance  he  endeavoured 
to  have  as  plentiful  a  supply  of  water  as  if  there  had  been 

'   This  ascent,  wliich  is  now  in  a   semi-ruinous  condition,  is  on  the 
east  side  of  the  fortress. 
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fountains  there.  There  was  also  a  road  dug  from  the 
palace,  which  led  to  the  very  top  of  the  hill,  but  could  not 
be  seen  by  such  as  were  outside  the  fortress.  Nor  indeed 
could  enemies  easily  make  use  of  the  roads  they  could  see. 
For  the  road  on  the  east  side,  as  I  have  already  stated,  was 
inaccessible  because  of  its  nature ;  and  the  western  road 
he  blocked  up  by  a  large  tower  at  its  narroAvest  place,  at  no 
less  a  distance  from  the  top  of  the  hill  than  a  thousand 
cubits,  which  tower  could  not  possibly  be  passed  by,  nor 
could  it  be  easily  taken.  Indeed  those  that  walked  along 
it  without  any  danger^  could  not,  such  was  its  contrivance, 
easily  get  to  the  end  of  it.  So  strong  was  this  fortress  both 
by  nature  and  art  against  the  attacks  of  enemies. 

§  4.  As  for  the  various  things  that  were  stored  up 
within  it,  one  would  wonder  still  more  at  their  abimdance 
and  the  time  they  lasted.  For  here  was  laid  up  corn  in 
great  quantity,  such  as  would  suffice  for  a  long  time, 
and  also  wine  and  oil  in  abundance ;  and  all  kinds  of 
pulse,  and  dates,  were  stored  up  there;  all  which  things 
Eleazar  found  there,  when  he  and  his  Sicarii  got  possession 
of  the  fortress  by  treachery.  These  fruits  also  were  in 
prime  condition,  and  not  at  all  inferior  to  fruits  newly 
stored  up,  although  it  was  little  short  of  a  hundred  years 
from  the  storing  up  of  these  provisions  till  the  fortress  was 
captured  by  the  Romans.  The  Romans  also  found  those 
fruits  that  were  left  not  at  all  spoilt.  Nor  would  one  be 
wrong  in  supposing  the  air  to  be  the  cause  of  their  lasting 
good  so  long,  as  owing  to  the  height  of  the  fortress  the  air 
is  so  free  from  the  mixture  of  everything  earthy  and  muddy. 
There  was  also  found  here  a  large  quantity  of  all  sorts  of 
weapons  of  war,  which  had  been  stored  up  by  king  Herod, 
sufficient  for  ten  thousand  men :  there  was  also  uu  wrought 
iron  and  brass,  and  moreover  lead,  which  show  that  Herod 
had  taken  much  pains  to  have  all  things  ready  liere  for  great 
emergencies.  For  it  is  said  that  he  prepared  this  fortress 
for  himself,  as  a  refuge  against  two  kinds  of  danger  which 
he  anticipated,  one  from  the  Jewish  people,  lest  they  should 
depose  him,  and  restore  their  former  kings  to  the  throne, 
but  the  other  danger  was  greater  and  more  formidable, 

^  That  is,  in  times  of  peace. 
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namely  from  Cleopatra,  the  queen  of  Egypt,  who  did  not 
conceal  her  intentions,  but  spoke  often  to  Antony,  asking 
him  to  take  off  Herod,  and  entreating  him  to  bestow  the 
kingdom  of  Judaea  upon  her.  And  certainly  one  might 
wonder  that  Antony  never  complied  with  her  imperious- 
ness  in  this  point,  as  he  was  such  a  slave  to  his  passion 
for  her ;  for  one  would  not  have  expected  that  he  would 
not  have  gratified  her  in  this.  However,  it  was  the  fear  of 
these  dangers  that  made  Herod  rebuild  Masada,  and  leave 
it  for  the  finishing  stroke  of  the  Romans  in  this  Jewish 
war. 

§  5.  When  the  Roman  commander  Silva  had  now  built 
a  wall  outside  round  the  whole  fortress,  as  I  have  said 
already,  and  had  so  made  the  most  careful  provision  to  pre- 
vent any  of  the  besieged  escaping,  he  undertook  the  siege 
in  person,  though  he  found  but  one  place  that  would  allow 
of  his  raising  earthworks.  For  behind  the  tower  which 
blocked  up  the  road  that  led  to  the  palace  and  to  the  top 
of  the  hill  from  the  west,  there  was  a  certain  rock  jutting 
out,  very  broad  and  very  prominent,  three  hundred  cubits 
lower  than  the  summit  of  Masada,  which  was  called  Leuce.^ 
So  Silva  got  upon  that  rock,  and  ordered  the  army  to  bring 
earth.  And  as  they  fell  to  that  work  with  alacrity,  and 
there  were  many  hands,  the  bank  was  solidly  raised  two 
hundred  cubits  high.  However,  this  bank  was  not  thought 
sufficiently  firm  and  strong  to  support  the  scaling  ladders, 
so  another  embankment  of  great  stones  compacted  to- 
gether, fifty  cubits  both  in  breadth  and  height,  was  put 
upon  it.  The  structure  of  the  other  engines  was  like  that 
of  those  that  had  been  first  devised  for  sieges  by  Vespasian, 
and  afterwards  by  Titus.  There  was  also  a  tower  con- 
structed sixty  cubits  high,  plated  all  over  with  iron,  from 
which  the  Romans  threw  missiles  and  stones  from  their 
engines,  and  soon  made  those  that  fought  on  the  wall 
retire,  and  prevented  their  lifting  up  their  heads  over  it. 
At  the  same  time  Silva  constructed  a  great  battering-ram, 
and  ordered  it  to  be  frequently  apj^lied  against  the  wall, 
and  with  some  difficulty  broke  down  a  part  of  the  wall, 

^  The  White  Kock,  or  rromoutory,  can  be  readily  recognised  on  the 
west  side  of  Scbbck,  and  the  bank  or  causeway  raised  by  Silva  during 
the  siege. 
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and  quite  overthrew  it.  However,  the  Sicarii  had  antici- 
pated him  by  having  built  another  wall  within,  which 
should  not  be  liable  to  the  same  misfortune  from  the 
battering-rams  as  the  other:  for  it  was  made  soft  and 
yielding,  and  so  was  capable  of  weakening  the  terrible 
battering  of  the  ram.  It  was  constructed  in  the  following 
manner.  Great  beams  Avere  laid  lengthways,  near  one 
another  at  their  ends :  laid  at  such  a  distance  from  each 
other  in  two  parallel  rows  as  the  breadth  of  the  wall  re- 
quired, and  earth  was  put  into  the  space  between  these 
rows.  Now,  that  the  earth  might  not  fall  away  upon  the 
elevation  of  this  bank  to  a  greater  height,  they  further 
bound  those  beams  together  that  lay  lengthways  by  other 
beams  across  them.  And  so  this  work  of  theirs  was  like 
a  real  building.  And  when  the  battering-rams  were  applied, 
their  blows  were  weakened  by  its  yielding,  and  as  the 
materials  were  by  such  concussion  shaken  closer  together, 
the  wall  became  firmer  than  before.  When  Silva  saw  this, 
he  thought  it  best  to  endeavour  to  take  this  wall  by  setting 
fire  to  it,  so  he  gave  orders  to  the  soldiers  to  throw  a 
great  number  of  burning  torches  against  it ;  and  as  it 
was  chiefly  made  of  wood,  it  soon  took  fire ;  and  when  it 
w^as  once  set  on  fire,  its  hollowness  made  the  fire  spread 
to  a  mighty  flame.  Now  at  the  very  beginning  of  this 
fire,  a  north  wind  that  blew  was  terrible  to  the  Romans  ; 
for  by  bringing  the  flame  down  it  drove  it  upon  them,  and 
they  were  almost  in  desjmir,  fearing  their  engines  would 
be  burnt.  But  after  this  suddenly  the  wind  veered  round 
to  the  south,  as  if  by  divine  providence,  and  blew  strongly 
the  contrary  way,  and  carried  back  the  flame,  and  drove 
it  against  the  wall,  which  was  now  on  fire  from  top  to 
bottom.  Thus  the  Romans,  being  thus  divinely  assisted, 
returned  to  their  camp  with  joy,  and  resolved  to  attack 
their  enemies  the  next  day,  and  set  their  watch  more  care- 
fully than  usual  that  night,  lest  any  of  the  enemy  should 
steal  a  march  on  them  and  escape. 

§  6.  However,  neither  did  Eleazar  himself  once  think  of 
fleeing  away,  nor  would  he  permit  any  one  else  to  do  so. 
But  when  he  saw  their  wall  burned  down  by  the  fire,  and 
could  devise  no  other  way  of  escaping,  or  opportunity  for 
further  exhibition  of  courage,  and  set  before  his  eyes  what 
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the  Romans  would  do  to  them  and  their  children  and 
wives,  if  they  were  victorious,  he  thought  about  having 
them  all  slain.  Now,  as  he  judged  this  the  best  thing  to 
do  in  the  present  circumstances,  he  got  together  the  most 
courageous  of  his  companions,  and  encouraged  them  to 
take  that  course  by  the  following  speech.  "  Since  we,  long- 
ago,  my  brave  friends,  resolved  never  to  be  slaves  to  the 
Romans,  nor  to  any  other  than  to  Grod  himself  (who  alone 
is  the  true  and  just  lord  of  mankind),  the  time  is  now 
come  that  obliges  us  to  carry  out  that  resolve  in  act.  And 
let  us  not  at  this  crisis  bring  the  reproach  upon  ourselves 
that,  whereas  we  would  not  formerly  undergo  slavery  with- 
out danger,  we  now  together  with  slavery  choose  such 
punishments  also  as  will  be  intolerable,  if  we  fall  alive  into 
the  power  of  the  Romans.  We  were  the  very  first  of  all  that 
revolted  from  them,  and  we  are  the  last  that  fight  against 
them ;  and  I  cannot  but  esteem  it  as  a  favour  that  Grod 
has  granted  us  that  it  is  still  in  our  power  to  die  nobly  and 
in  a  state  of  freedom,  which  has  not  been  the  case  of  others 
who  were  conquered  against  their  expectation.  It  is  very 
plain  that  we  shall  be  captured  within  a. day's  time,  but  we 
have  still  the  choice  to  die  in  a  glorious  manner  with  our 
dearest  friends.  This  our  enemies  themselves  cannot  by  any 
means  hinder,  although  they  are  very  desirous  to  take  us 
alive,  nor  can  we  hope  any  more  to  fight  them  and  beat  them. 
It  was  indeed  our  duty,  perhaps,  at  the  very  first,  when  we 
were  so  desirous  of  defending  our  liberty,  and  when  we 
received  such  sore  treatment  from  one  another,  and  worse 
treatment  from  our  enemies,  to  have  conjectured  the  pur- 
pose of  God,  and  to  have  recognized  that  the  Jewish  nation, 
of  old  dear  to  him,  was  now  doomed  to  destruction.  For  had 
he  either  continued  favourable,  or  been  only  in  a  minor 
degree  disj^leased  with  us,  he  would  not  have  allowed  the 
destruction  of  so  many  men,  or  abandoned  his  most  holy 
city  to  be  burnt  and  demolished  by  our  enemies.  But  we, 
it  seems,  hoped  to  have  preserved  ourselves  alone  of  all  the 
Jewish  race  in  a  state  of  freedom,  as  if  we  had  been  guilty 
of  no  sins  ourselves  against  God,  nor  been  partners  with 
those  of  others,  when  we  even  taught  others !  Wherefore, 
consider  how  God  convinces  us  that  our  hopes  are  vain,  by 
bringing  such  distress  upon  us,  beyond  our  expectation,  in 
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the  desperate  case  we  are  now  in.  For  not  only  has  the 
invincible  nature  of  this  fortress  not  proved  our  safety, 
but  also,  thoug-h  we  have  still  great  abundance  of  food, 
and  a  great  quantity  of  arms,  and  other  necessaries  more 
than  we  want,  we  are  openly  deprived  liy  Grod  liimself  of 
all  hope  of  deliverance.  For  the  fire  which  did  drive  uj^on 
our  enemies,  did  not  of  its  own  accord  turn  back  upon 
the  wall  which  we  had  built,  but  it  was  God's  anger  that 
brought  it  against  us  for  the  many  mad  crimes  we  have 
been  guilty  of  in  regard  to  our  own  countrymen ;  the 
punishments  for  which  let  us  not  receive  from  the  Romans, 
but  from  Grod  himself,  executed  by  our  own  hands  ;  for 
these  will  be  more  easy  than  the  treatment  we  should  ex- 
perience from  the  Romans.  Let  our  wives  die  before  they 
are  outraged,  and  our  children  before  they  have  tasted  of 
slavery,  and  after  we  have  slain  them,  let  us  bestow  that 
glorious  benefit  upon  one  another  mutually,  and  preserve 
our  freedom  as  a  noble  end  of  our  lives.  But  first  let  us 
destroy  our  money  and  the  fortress  by  fire.  For  I  am  well 
assured  that  this  will  be  a  great  grief  to  the  Romans, 
that  they  shall  not  be  able  to  seize  upon  our  bodies,  and 
shall  fail  to  get  our  wealth  also.  And  let  us  spare  nothing 
but  our  provisions  ;  for  they  will  testify  when  we  are  dead, 
that  we  were  not  subdued  for  want  of  necessaries,  but 
that,  according  to  our  original  resolve,  we  preferred  death 
to  slavery." 

§  7.  Such  was  Eleazar's  speech  to  them.  However,  the 
opinions  of  those  present  did  not  acquiesce  therein.  For 
although  some  were  eager  to  obey,  and  were  all  but  filled 
with  pleasure  at  the  idea,  thinking  such  a  death  noble,  yet 
those  that  were  more  tender  had  compassion  for  their  wives 
and  families ;  and  as  these  men  were  especially  moved  at  the 
prospect  of  their  own  certain  death,  they  looked  wistfully  at 
one  another,  and  declared  by  the  tears  that  were  in  their 
eyes  their  dissent  from  his  opinion.  When  Eleazar  saw 
them  in  such  fear,  and  that  their  souls  were  dejected  at  so 
stern  a  resolve,  he  was  afraid  lest  perhaps  they  should  by 
their  lamentations  and  tears  cow  the  spirit  of  those  that  had 
heard  what  he  said  courageously.  So  he  did  not  leave  off 
exhorting  them,  but  stirred  up  himseK,  and,  being  full  of 
matter,  attempted  to  speak  more  clearly  to  them  concern- 
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ing  the  immortality  of  the  soul,  and  with  indignation  fixing 
his  eyes  intently  on  those  that  wept,  he  spoke  as  follows. 
"  Truly  I  was  very  greatly  mistaken,  when  I  thought  I  was 
assisting  brave  men  in  struggling  hard  for  their  liberty,  and 
men  who  were  resolved  either  to  live  with  honour  or  else  to 
die.  For  I  Jfind  that  you  are  no  better  than  others  either 
in  virtue  or  in  courage,  since  you  are  afraid  of  dying, 
though  you  would  be  delivered  thereby  from  the  greatest 
miseries,  while  you  ought  to  make  no  delay  in  this  matter, 
nor  wait  for  any  one  to  give  you  advice.  For  divine  reve- 
lation and  our  national  ideas  have  continually  taught  us, 
from  the  earliest  moment  that  we  could  use  our  reason, 
and  our  forefathers  have  corroborated  the  same  teaching  by 
their  actions  and  spirit,  that  it  is  life  that  is  a  calamity 
to  men,  and  not  death.  For  this  last  gives  our  souls 
liberty,  and  lets  them  depart  to  their  own  place  of 
purity,  where  they  will  be  insensible  to  all  misery.  For 
while  souls  are  tied  down  to  a  mortal  body,  they  are 
partakers  of  its  miseries,  and  to  speak  the  real  truth,  are 
themselves  dead ;  for  the  union  of  what  is  divine  to  what 
is  mortal  is  unbecoming.  It  is  true,  the  power  of  the  soul 
is  great,  even  when  it  is  imprisoned  in  the  body:  for  by 
moving  it  in  a  way  that  is  invisible,  it  makes  the  body 
a  sensible  instrument  of  its  own,  and  causes  it  to  advance 
further  in  its  actions  than  mortal  nature  could  otherwise 
do.  However,  when  it  it  is  freed  from  the  weight  which 
hangs  to  it  and  draws  it  down  to  the  earth,  it  gets  again 
its  own  proper  place,  and  becomes  then  a  partaker  of 
blessed  power  and  abilities  entirely  free,  continuing  in- 
visible to  the  eyes  of  men,  as  God  himself.  For  certainly 
it  is  not  seen  when  it  is  in  the  body,  for  it  comes  there 
in  an  invisible  manner,  and  when  it  is  freed  from  it,  it  is 
still  not  seen,  for  its  nature  is  one  and  incorruptible,  but 
yet  it  is  the  cause  of  change  in  the  body.  For  whatever 
the  soul  touches  lives  and  flourishes,  but  whatever  is  re- 
moved from  it  withers  away  and  dies ;  so  much  is  there  in  it 
of  immortality.  Let  sleep  be  a  most  evident  proof  to  you 
of  what  I  say,  for  in  it  souls,  when  the  body  does  not 
distract  them,  have  the  sweetest  rest  in  themselves,  and 
conversing  with  God  because  of  their  relationship  to  him, 
go  everywhere,  and  foretell  many  future  things.    And  why 
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ought  we  to  fear  death,  while  we  are  pleased  with  the  rest 
we  haA^e  in  sleep  ?  And  how  is  it  not  absurd  to  pursue  after 
liberty  while  we  are  alive,  and  yet  to  grudge  it  to  ourselves 
when  it  will  be  eternal?  We,  therefore,  who  have  been 
brought  up  in  our  national  ideas,  ought  to  set  an  example 
to  others  in  readiness  to  die.  However,  if  we  stand  in 
need  of  foreigners  to  support  us  in  this  matter,  let  us  con- 
sider those  Indians  who  profess  to  practise  philosophy. 
Those  good  men  unwillingly  undergo  the  time  of  life  as 
a  necessary  burden  of  nature,  and  hasten  to  let  their  souls 
loose  from  their  bodies :  nay,  when  no  misfortune  presses 
them  to  it,  nor  drives  them  upon  it,  they  have  such  a  desire 
of  the  life  of  immortality,  tliat  they  tell  other  men  before- 
hand that  they  are  about  to  depart,  and  nobody  hinders 
them  ;  but  every  one  thinks  them  happy  men,  and  gives 
them  letters  to  be  carried  to  their  familiar  friends.  So 
fiiinly  and  certainly  do  they  believe  that  souls  converse 
with  one  another  [in  the  other  world].  And  when  they 
have  heard  all  such  commands  as  are  given  them,  they  de- 
liver their  body  to  the  fire,  that  they  may  get  their  soul 
sejjarated  from  the  body  in  the  greatest  purity,  and  die  in 
the  midst  of  hymns  of  commendation.  For  their  dearest 
friends  conduct  them  to  their  death  more  willingly  than  do 
any  of  the  rest  of  mankind  condiict  their  fellow-citizens 
when  they  are  going  a  very  long  journey,  and  weep  indeed 
on  their  own  account,  but  look  upon  the  others  as  happy 
persons,  as  so  soon  to  be  received  among  the  immortal 
order  of  beings.  Are  not  we,  therefore,  ashamed  to  have 
lower  notions  than  the  Indians,  and  by  our  own  cowardice 
to  lay  a  base  reproach  upon  the  laws  of  our  country,  which 
are  so  much  emulated  by  all  mankind  ?  And  even  if  we  had 
been  brought  up  from  the  first  in  other  notions,  and  taught 
that  life  is  the  greatest  good  for  men,  and  that  death  is  a 
calamity,  yet  the  circumstances  we  are  now  in  exhort  us  to 
bear  it  courageously,  since  it  is  by  the  will  of  God  and  by 
necessity  that  we  are  to  die.  For  long  ago  God  made,  as 
it  seems,  this  decree  against  the  whole  Jewish  nation,  that 
we  were  to  be  deprived  of  life,  as  we  would  not  make  a 
good  use  of  it.  For  do  not  ascribe  the  causes  of  our  present 
sad  condition  to  yourselves,  nor  gratify  the  Romans  by 
thinkino-  that  this  war  we  have  had  with  them  has  undone 
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US  all.  For  these  thing-s  have  not  come  to  pass  by  their 
mis^lit,  but  a  more  powerful  cause  has  intervened,  and  made 
them  seem  our  conquerors.  By  what  Roman  weapons,  pray, 
were  those  Jews  who  inhabited  Caesarea^  slain,  who,  when 
they  were  no  way  disposed  to  rebel,  but  were  all  the  while 
keeping-  their  sabbath,  and  did  not  so  much  as  lift  up  their 
hands  against  them,  yet  had  their  throats  cut  by  the  people 
of  Csesarea,  who  ran  upon  them,  and  also  cut  the  throats 
of  their  wives  and  children,  and  that  without  any  regard  to 
the  Romans,  who  never  took  us  for  their  enemies  till  we  re- 
volted from  themr  But,  perhaps,  some  one  will  say  that  the 
people  of  Caesarea  always  quarrelled  with  those  that  lived 
among  them,  and  that  they  only  seized  the  opportunity  to 
satisfy  their  old  hatred  against  them.  What  then  shall  we 
say  of  those  in  Scythopolis,"  who  ventured  to  wage  war  with 
us  on  account  of  the  G-reeks,  but  did  not  avenge  themselves 
upon  the  Romans  in  concert  with  our  kinsmen  ?  Much 
therefore,  did  their  good-will  and  fidelity  profit  them,  as 
they  and  their  whole  families  were  slain  in  the  most 
inhuman  manner,  which  was  the  return  they  had  for  their 
assistance  !  For  they  suffered  the  very  same  things 
which  they  had  prevented  from  falling  upon  the  others,  as 
if  they  had  themselves  wished  to  inflict  them.  It  would 
be  too  long  for  me  to  speak  at  this  time  of  every  particular 
in  detail.  For  you  cannot  be  ignorant  that  there  was  not 
any  city  in  Syria  which  did  not  slay  its  Jewish  inhabi- 
tants, though  they  were  more  hostile  to  us  than  the  Romans 
were.  Nay,  the  inhabitants  of  Damascus,  though  they  were 
able  to  allege  no  specious  pretext  against  us,  filled  their 
city  with  the  most  barbarous  slaughter  of  our  people, 
cutting  the  throats  of  eighteen  thousand  Jews,  together 
\vith  their  wives  and  children.  As  to  the  number  of  those 
who  were  tortured  to  death  in  Egypt,  we  have  been  in- 
formed that  they  were  more  than  sixty  thousand.  They 
indeed  were  so  killed  j^erhaps  in  a  foreign  country  because 
they  found  no  one  to  help  them  against  their  enemies  ;  but 
as  for  all  those  of  us  who  have  waged  war  against  the 
Romans  in  our  own  country,  had  we  not  sufficient  reason  to 
have  hope  of  sure  victory  ?    For  we  had  arms  and  walls, 

^  Citsaria  Palaestina,  Kaisariyeh.  '^  Bethshean,  Bcisun, 
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and  fortresses  so  constructed  as  not  to  be  easily  taken,  and 
courage  not  to  be  shaken  by  any  dangers  in  the  cause 
of   liberty,  which   encouraged   us  all  to   revolt  from  the 
Romans.      But   these   advantages  did  us  good  only  for 
a  short  time,  and  only  raised  our  hopes,  while  they  really 
appeared  to  be  the  cause  of  greater  miseries.     For  all  we 
had  has  been  taken  from  us,  and  all  has  fallen  into  the 
hands  of  our  enemies,  as  if  these  advantages  were  only  to 
render  their  victory  over  us  the  more  glorious,  and  were 
not  for  the  safety  of  those  by  whom  these  preparations  for 
war  were  made.     As  for  those  who  have  already  died  in 
battle,  we  ought  to  esteem  them  blessed  (for  they  died  in 
defending,  not  in  betraying,  liberty),  but  as  to  the  mul- 
titude of  those  who  are  now  under  the  Romans,  who  would 
not  pity  their  condition  ?  and  who  would  not  be  eager  to 
die  before  he  suffered  the  same  miseries  as  them  Y    For 
some  of  them  have  been  put  upon  the  rack,  and  tortured 
v^ith  fire  and  scourgings,  and  so  died.     Others  have  been 
half-devoured  by  wild  beasts,  and  yet  have  been  preserved 
ahve  to  be  devoured  by  them  a   second   time,  in   order 
to  afford  laughter  and  sport  to  our  enemies.     And  those 
that  are  alive  still  are  to  be  looked  on  as  the  most  miser- 
able, who,  though  they  frequently  pray  for  death,  cannot 
have  that  boon.     And  where  is  now  that  great  city,  the 
metropolis  of  the  whole  Jewish  nation,  which  was  fortified 
by  so  many  walls  round  it,  and  had  so  many  fortifications 
and  huge  towers  to  defend  it,  and  could  hardly  hold  the 
stores  prepared  for  the  war,  and  had  so  many  myriads 
of  men  to  fight  for  it?    Where,  I  say,  is  our  city  that  was 
believed  to  have  God  himself  inhabiting  it  ?     It  is  now 
rased  to  its  very  foundations,  and  the  only  memorial  of 
it  that  is  preserved  is  the  camp  of  those  who  destroyed  it, 
which  is  still  erected  upon  its  ruins.   Some  unfortunate  old 
men  also  sit  among  the  ashes  of  the  temple,  and  a  few 
women  are  kept  there  by  the  enemy  for  the  most  shameful 
lust.     Who  is  there  that  revolves  these  things  in  his  mind, 
and  yet  can  bear  the  sight  of  the  sun,  though  he  might  live 
free  from  danger  ?    Who  is  so  much  his  country's  enemy, 
or  so  cowardly  and  fond  of  life,  as  not  to  be  sorry  that  he 
is  still  ahve  ?    How  I  would  that  we  had  all  died,  before  we 
had  ^seen  the  holy  city  demolished  by  the  hands  of  our 


CHAP.  VIII.]  THE    JEWISH    WAR.  165 

enemies,  before  we  had  seen  our  holy  temple  rased  to  the 
ground  in  so  profane  a  manner !  But  since  a  generous 
hope  deluded  us  that  perhaps  we  might  he  able  to  avenge 
our  country's  ruin  on  our  enemies,  though  it  has  now 
vanished,  and  left  us  alone  in  our  distress,  let  us  lose  no 
time  in  dying  bravely.  Let  us  pity  ourselves,  our  children, 
and  our  wives,  while  it  is  in  our  power  to  show  pity  to  them. 
For  we  were  born  to  die,  as  also  those  whom  we  have  be- 
gotten, nor  is  it  in  the  power  of  the  most  happy  of  our  race 
to  avoid  this  ;  but  outrage  and  slavery,  and  to  see  our  wives 
and  children  led  away  for  disgrace,  these  are  not  such 
evils  as  are  natural  and  necessary  among  men ;  although 
such  as  do  not  prefer  death  to  them,  when  death  is  in 
their  power,  must  undergo  even  them  because  of  their 
cowardice.  We  revolted  from  the  Romans,  pluming  our- 
selves greatly  upon  our  courage,  and  when  now,  at  the 
very  last,  they  offered  us  the  chance  of  safety,  we  would 
not  listen  to  them.  Who  can,  therefore,  doubt  that  they 
will  certainly  be  in  a  rage  with  us  if  they  take  us  alive? 
Miserable  will  then  be  the  young  men,  w4io  will  be  strong 
enough  in  their  bodies  to  bear  much  torture,  miserable 
also  will  be  those  of  older  years,  who  will  not  be  able  to 
bear  such  ill  treatment  as  young  men  can  !  One  will  see 
his  wife  led  off  to  be  outraged,  another  will  hear  the 
voice  of  his  son,  imploring  help  of  his  father  whose 
hands  are  bound.  But  while  our  hands  are  still  at  liberty, 
and  have  a  sword  in  them,  let  them  minister  to  us  in  our 
glorious  design  !  Let  us  die  before  we  become  slaves  of  our 
enemies,  and  let  us  go  out  of  the  world  with  our  children 
and  wives  in  a  state  of  freedom  !  This  our  laws  command 
us  to  do,  this  our  wives  and  children  crave  at  our  hands. 
Grod  himself  has  sent  this  necessity  upon  us,  while  the 
Romans  desire  the  contrary,  and  are  afraid  lest  any  of  us 
should  die  before  we  are  captured.  Let  us  therefore  make 
haste,  and  instead  of  giving  them  the  pleasure  they  hope 
for  in  getting  us  in  their  power,  let  us  leave  them  awe 
at  our  death  and  admiration  at  our  courage." 
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CHAP.   IX. 

How  the  People  that  were  in  the  Fortress  ivere  prevailed  on 
by  the  Words  of  Eleazar,  except  two  Women  and  five  Chil- 
dren, and  submitted  to  be  killed  by  one  another. 

§1- 

NOW  though  Eleazar  wished  to  pursue  his  exhortation, 
they  all  cut  him  short,  and  made  haste  to  do  the 
work,  being  full  of  an  unconquerable  ardour  of  mind,  and 
went  their  way  as  if  possessed,  one  still  eudeavouring  to 
anticipate  another,  and  thinking  that  this  eagerness  would 
be  a  proof  of  their  courage  and  judgment,  if  they  could  avoid 
appeanng  among  the  last  to  do  as  Eleazar  urged ;  so  great 
an  ardour  came  upon  them  to  slay  their  wives  and  children 
and  themselves  also.  Nor  indeed,  when  they  came  to  the 
work  itself,  did  their  courage  fail  them,  as  one  might  imagine 
it  would  have  done,  but  they  then  held  fast  without  waver- 
ing to  the  same  resolution  which  they  had  upon  the  hearing 
of  Eleazar' s  speech,  though  every  one  of  them  still  retained 
the  natural  passion  of  love  to  themselves  and  their  families, 
because  the  thought  carried  the  day  with  them  that  they 
were  consulting  for  the  best  interests  of  those  who  were 
nearest  and  dearest  to  them.  For  husbands  tenderly  em- 
braced their  wives,  and  took  their  children  into  their  arms, 
and  clung  to  their  parting  kisses  with  tears  in  their  eyes ; 
but  at  the  same  time  they  carried  out  what  they  had  re- 
solved on,  as  if  doing  it  with  the  hands  of  strangers,  making 
their  anticipation  of  the  miseries  they  would  suffer,  if  they 
fell  into  the  hands  of  their  enemies,  their  comfort  for  the 
necessity  of  this.  Nor  was  there  at  last  any  one  of  these 
men  found  who  did  not  act  his  part  in  this  terrible  execu- 
tion, but  every  one  of  them  despatched  his  nearest  relations. 
Miserable  men  indeed  were  they  for  the  necessity  they  were 
in,  to  whom  to  slay  their  wives  and  children  with  their  own 
hands  seemed  the  lightest  evil  before  them  !  Then  not 
being  able  to  bear  the  grief  they  were  in  for  what  they 
had  done  any  longer,  and  esteeming  it  a  wrong  to  those 
they  had  slain  to  live  even  the  shortest  space  of  time  after 
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them,  they  quickly  hiid  all  they  had  on  a  heap,  and  set  fire 
to  it ;  and  chose  ten  men  by  lot  out  of  them  to  slay  all 
the  rest,  and  every  one  laid  himself  down  by  his  wife  and 
children  on  the  ground,  and  threw  his  arms  about  them, 
and  offered  his  neck  to  the  stroke  of  those  who  executed 
the  melancholy  office.  And  when  these  ten  had  intrepidly 
slain  all  the  others,  they  made  the  same  rule  for  casting 
lots  for  themselves,  that  he  on  whom  the  lot  fell  should 
first  kill  the  other  nine  and  then  himself.  All  of  these 
had  courage  sufficient  to  be  no  way  behind  one  another  in 
doing  or  suffering ;  and  eventually  the  nine  offered  their 
necks  to  the  last  one  left,  and  he  took  a  view  of  all  the 
other  bodies,  lest  perchance  someone  or  other  in  so  large 
a  butchery  might  want  his  assistance  to  be  despatched, 
and  when  he  perceived  that  they  were  all  dead,  he  set  fire 
to  the  palace,  and  with  great  force  ran  his  sword  into 
his  body,  and  fell  down  dead  near  his  own  relations.  And 
.  all  these  died  in  the  idea  that  they  had  not  left  one  soul 
among  them  alive  to  be  subject  to  the  Romans  ;  but  one 
old  woman,  and  another  who  was  akin  to  Eleazar,  and 
superior  to  most  women  in  intelligence  and  wisdom,  and 
five  children,  had  secretly  concealed  themselves  in  caverns 
under  ground,  and  had  carried  water  there  for  their  drink, 
when  the  rest  were  intent  upon  the  slaughter  of  one  an- 
other, Avho  were  nine  hundred  and  sixty  in  number,  women 
and  children  being  included  in  that  computation.  This 
tragedy  happened  on  the  fifteenth  day  of  the  month 
Xanthicus. 

§  2.  As  for  the  Romans,  they  expected  a  battle  in  the 
morning,  so  they  put  on  their  armour,  and  with  their 
scaling  ladders  bridged  over  a  way  from  their  banks,  and 
began  their  assault  upon  the  fortress.  But  they  saw  no 
enemy,  but  a  terrible  solitude  on  every  side,  and  fire  and 
perfect  silence  within  the  place,  so  they  were  at  a  loss  to  make 
out  what  had  happened  ;  and  at  last  they  raised  a  shout,  as 
they  used  to  do  when  they  hurled  missiles,  to  try  if  they 
could  liring  out  any  one  that  was  within :  and  the  two  women 
heard  this  noise,  and  came  out  of  their  underground  caverns, 
and  informed  the  Romans  of  what  had  been  done,  just 
as  it  had  happened,  and  one  of  them  clearly  described  how 
everything  had  been  said  and  done.     But  they  did  not 
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readily  credit  her  account,  for  they  could  hardly  believe 
such  a  desperate  act :  but  attempted  to  put  the  fire  out, 
and  quickly  cutting-  a  way  through  it,  entered  the  palace. 
And  when  they  met  with  the  multitude  of  the  slain,  they 
did  not  rejoice  though  it  had  happened  to  their  enemies, 
but  marvelled  at  the  courage  of  their  resolution,  and  the 
intrepid  contempt  of  death  which  so  great  a  number  of 
them  had  shown  by  such  a  deed  as  tliis. 


CHAP.   X. 

How  many  of  the  Sicarii  fled  to  Alexandria,  and  ivhat 
Da7igers  they  were  in  there  ;  on  ivhich  account  the  Temple, 
which  had  formerly  been  built  by  Onias  the  High  Priest, 
was  destroyed. 

§1- 

WHEN  Masada  was  thus  taken,  the  general  left  a  gar- 
rison in  the  fortress,  and  himself  went  to  Caesarea 
with  his  army.  For  there  were  now  no  enemies  left  in  the 
country,  but  it  was  all  overthrown  by  so  long  a  war,  which 
brought  about  perception  and  danger  of  disorder  even  in 
l^laces  very  remote.  Moreover,  it  came  to  pass  that  many 
Jews  were  slain  at  Alexandria  in  Egypt  after  this.  For  as 
many  of  the  Sicarii  as  were  able  to  flee  there  were  not  con- 
tent with  having  saved  their  lives,  but  again  attempted  to 
make  new  disturbances,  and  urged  many  of  those  who 
entertained  them  to  assert  their  liberty,  and  to  esteem  the 
Konians  as  no  better  than  themselves,  and  to  look  upon 
Grod  as  their  only  lord  and  master.  And  when  some  of 
the  leading  Jews  op2)osed  them,  they  slew  some  of  them, 
and  were  very  pressing  in  their  exhortations  to  the  others 
to  revolt  from  the  Eomans.  But  when  the  principal  mem- 
bers of  the  Jewish  council  saw  their  madness,  they  thought 
it  no  longer  safe  for  themselves  to  overlook  it,  so  they  got  all 
the  Jews  together  to  an  assembly,  and  laid  before  them  the 
madness  of  the  Sicarii,  and  showed  that  they  had  been  the 
authors  of  all  the  evils  that  had  come  upon  them.  They 
said  also  that  these  men,  since  they  had  no  sure  hope  of 
escape,  now  they  had  fled  from  Judaea  (because  as  soon  as 
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ever  it  was  known  they  were  there,  they  would  at  once  he 
destroyed  by  the  Romans),  had  come  there  to  give  those 
who  had  not  been  partakers  with  them  in  any  of  their 
crimes  a  share  in  their  own  richly-deserved  misfortunes. 
So  they  exhorted  the  multitude  to  have  a  care  lest  they 
should  be  brought  to  destruction  by  them,  and  to  make 
their  apology  to  the  Romans  for  their  own  conduct  in 
harbouring  them  by  delivering  these  men  up  to  them. 
And  they,  recognising  the  greatness  of  the  danger  they 
were  in  listened  to  what  was  said,  and  ran  with  great 
violence  upon  the  Sicarii,  and  arrested  them.  And  six 
hundred  of  them  were  captured  immediately,  and  it  was 
not  long  before  all  those  that  fled  into  Egypt  and  to  the 
Egyptian  Thebes  ^  were  arrested  also  and  brought  back ; 
whose  stout-heartedness,  whether  recklessness  or  obstinacy 
of  opinion,  everybody  was  amazed  at.  For  though  all 
sorts  of  torture  and  ill-treatment  of  their  bodies  were  de- 
vised, they  could  not  get  any  of  them  to  confess  or  be 
willing  to  say  that  the  emj^eror  was  their  lord,  though 
that  was  all  that  was  required  of  them,  but  they  main- 
tained their  own  opinion  in  spite  of  all  the  distress 
they  were  brought  to,  as  if  they  received  these  torments 
and  fire  itself  with  bodies  insensible  of  pain,  and  with  a 
soul  that  all  but  rejoiced  under  them.  But  what  was 
most  of  all  astonishing  to  the  spectators  was  the  courage 
of  the  children ;  for  not  one  of  these  children  was  so  far 
overcome  as  to  call  the  emperor  lord.  So  much  does  the 
strength  of  courage  prevail  over  the  weakness  of  the 
body. 

§  2.  Now  Lupus  at  this  time  administered  Alexandria, 
and  quickly  sent  the  emperor  word  of  this  commotion. 
And  he  suspecting  the  restless  temper  of  the  Jews  for  in- 
novation, and  being  afraid  lest  they  should  get  together  to 
a  head  again,  and  join  others  with  them,  gave  orders  to 
Lupus  to  demolish  the  Jewish  temple  which  was  in  the 
region  called  the  region  of  Onias.  It  was  in  Egypt,  and 
owed  both  its  building  and  name  to  the  following  cause. 
Onias,  the  son  of  Simon,  one  of  the  high  priests  at  Jeru- 
salem, fled  from  Antiochus  the   king  of  Syria,  when  he 

^  On  the  left  bank  of  the  Nile,  near  Luxor. 
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made  war  against  the  Jews,  and  went  to  Alexandria.  And 
as  Ptolemy  received  him  very  kindly,  on  account  of  his 
hatred  to  Antiochus,  Onias  assured  him,  if  he  would  comply 
with  his  proposal,  that  he  would  make  all  the  Jews  his 
allies.  And  when  the  king  agreed  to  do  all  that  he  was 
able,  Onias  desired  him  to  give  him  leave  to  build  a  temple 
somewhere  in  Egypt,  and  that  he  might  worship  God 
according  to  the  customs  of  his  own  country ;  for  he  said 
the  Jews  would  then  be  so  much  readier  to  fight  against 
Antiochus,  who  had  laid  waste  the  temple  at  Jerusalem, 
and  would  have  greater  good- will  to  him,  and  if  he  granted 
them  security  for  their  religion,  many  of  them  would  come 
over  to  him. 

§  3.  And  Ptolemy  listened  to  what  he  said,  and  gave  him 
a  region  a  hundred  and  eighty  furlongs  from  Memphis.^ 
It  was  the  district  called  the  district  of  Heliopolis,^  where 
Onias  built  a  fortress,  and  a  temple  not  hke  that  at  Jeru- 
salem, but  resembling  a  tower.  He  built  it  of  large  stones 
to  the  height  of  sixty  cubits,  and  constructed  the  altar  in 
imitation  of  that  in  our  own  country,  and  adorned  it  simi- 
larly with  gifts,  except  as  regards  the  candlestick.  For  he 
did  not  make  a  candlestick,  but  had  one  golden  lamp 
made,  which  illuminated  the  place  with  its  light,  and  which 
he  hung  by  a  chain  of  gold.  And  the  whole  temple 
enclosure  was  surrounded  with  a  wall  of  burnt  brick, 
though  it  had  gates  of  stone.  The  king  also  gave  him  a 
large  district  for  a  revenue  in  money,  not  only  that  the 
priests  might  have  a  plentiful  provision  made  for  them, 
but  also  that  G-od  might  have  abundance  of  what  was 
necessary  for  his  worship.  However,  Onias  did  not  do  all 
this  from  sound  judgment,  but  because  he  was  at  variance 
with  the  Jews  at  Jerusalem,  cherishing  malice  because  of 
his  exile,  and  he  thought  that  by  building  this  temple  he 
should  draw  away  the  multitude  from  them  to  it.  There 
had  also  been  a  certain  ancient  prediction  made  by  [a  pro- 
phet] whose  name  was  Isaiah  about  six  hundred  years 
before,  that  this  temple  should  be  built  by  a  man  that 
was  a  Jew  in  Egypt."  Such  is  the  history  of  the  building 
of  this  temple. 

^  Jewish  War,  i.  9,  §  4.  -  Jewish  War,  i.  1,  §  1. 

^  Isa.  xix.  18-23.— W. 
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§  4.  And  now  Lupus,  the  governor  of  Alexandria,  upon 
the  receipt  of  the  emperor's  letter,  went  to  this  temple,  and 
carried  out  of  it  some  of  the  votive  offerings,  and  closed  it. 
And  as  Lupus  died  a  little  afterwards,  Paulinus,  who  suc- 
ceeded him  as  governor,  left  none  of  the  votive  offerings 
there  (for  he  threatened  the  priests  severely  if  they  did 
not  bring  them  all  out),  nor  did  he  permit  those  who  were 
desirous  of  worship  even  to  come  near  the  sacred  enclo- 
sure, but  shut  the  gates,  and  made  it  entirely  inaccessible, 
so  that  there  remained  no  longer  any  trace  of  any  divine 
worship  having  been  in  that  place.  Now  the  time  from 
the  building  of  this  temple  till  it  was  shut  up  again  was 
three  hundred  and  forty-three  years. 


CHAP.   XL 

Concerning  Jonathan,  one  of  the  Sicarii,  who  stirred  up  a 
Sedition  in  Cyrene,  and  was  a  false  Accuser. 

§1- 

A  ND  now  the  madness  of  the  Sicarii  spread,  like  a 
-^^  disease,  as  far  as  the  cities  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Cyrene.^  For  one  Jonathan,  a  very  vile  person,  and  by 
trade  a  weaver,  escaped  there,  and  prevailed  uj^on  no  small 
number  of  the  poorer  sort  to  give  ear  to  him,  and  led  them 
into  the  desert,  promising  them  that  he  would  shew  them 
signs  and  apparitions.  As  for  the  other  Jews  of  Cyrene, 
he  concealed  his  knavish  tricks  from  them,  but  those  of 
the  greatest  dignity  among  them  informed  Catullus,  the 
governor  of  the  Libyan  Pentapolis,  of  his  march  into  the 
desert,  and  of  the  preparations  he  had  made.  And  he 
despatched  both  horse  and  foot,  and  easily  overcame  them, 
because  they  were  unarmed  men :  and  most  were  slain  in 
the  fight,  but  some  were  taken  alive,  and  brought  Ifefore 
Catullus.  As  for  Jonathan,  the  leader  of  the  plot,  he  lied 
away  for  the  time,  but  upon  a  great  and  very  diligent 
search  all  over  the  country  for  him,  he  was  captured  also. 
A  nd  when  he  was  brought  before  Catullus,  he  devised  a 

'  The  chief  town  of  the  Libyan  Pentapolis.    Jewish  War,  ii.  16,  §  4. 
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way  whereby  he  not  only  escaped  punishment  himself,  but 
also  gave  Catullus  a  handle  for  doing  much  mischief.  For 
he  falsely  accused  the  richest  of  the  Jews,  and  said  that 
they  had  suggested  to  him  his  plot. 

§  2.  Now  Catullus  readily  listened  to  his  calumnies,  and 
exaggerated  the  matter  greatly  in  a  very  theatrical  way, 
that  he  also  might  be  supposed  to  have  had  success  in  a 
Jewish  war.  But  what  was  still  harder,  he  not  only  gave 
too  easy  belief  to  his  stories,  but  he  also  taught  the  Sicarii 
to  accuse  men  falsely.  He  bade  this  Jonathan,  at  any 
rate,  to  name  one  Alexander,  a  Jew  (with  whom  he  had 
formerly  had  a  quarrel  and  open  hostility),  and  also  got 
him  to  name  his  wife  Berenice,  as  concerned  with  him. 
These  two  Catullus  ordered  to  be  slain  first,  and  after 
them  he  caused  all  the  rich  and  wealthy  Jews  to  be  slain, 
in  number  no  less  than  three  thousand.  This  he  thought 
he  might  do  safely,  because  he  confiscated  their  effects, 
and  added  them  to  the  emperor's  revenues. 

§  3.  Moreover,  lest  any  Jews  that  lived  elsewhere 
should  convict  him  of  his  villainy,  he  extended  his  false 
accusations  further,  and  persuaded  Jonathan,  and  some 
others  who  were  taken  with  him,  to  bring  an  accusation  of 
desire  for  innovation  against  Jews  that  were  of  the  best 
character  both  at  Alexandria  and  at  Rome.  One  of  those 
who  were  insidiously  accused  was  Josephus,  the  writer  of 
this  history.  However,  this  plot,  thus  contrived  by  Catul- 
lus, did  not  succeed  according  to  his  hope.  For  though  he 
went  himself  to  Rome,  and  brought  Jonathan  and  his 
companions  with  him  in  bonds,  and  thought  he  should 
have  had  no  further  inquiry  made  as  to  the  lies  that  were 
forged  under  his  government,  or  by  him,  Vespasian  sus- 
pected the  matter,  and  made  an  inquiry  into  the  truth. 
And  when  he  found  out  that  the  accusation  laid  against 
the  Jews  was  an  unjust  one,  he  cleared  them  of  the  crimes 
charged  upon  them  at  the  instigation  of  Titus,  and  brought 
the  jTunishment  he  deserved  upon  Jonathan ;  for  he  was 
first  tortured,  and  then  burnt  alive. 

§4.  As  to  Catullus,  the  emj^erors  V  were  so  gentle  to 
him,  that  he  underwent  no  severer  condemnation  then. 

^  Vespasian  and  Titus. 
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But  not  long  afterwards  he  fell  into  a  complicated  and  in- 
curable disease,  and  died  miserably.  He  was  not  only 
afflicted  in  body,  but  the  disease  in  his  mind  was  heavier 
still.  For  he  was  terribly  disturbed  by  fears,  and  con- 
tinually cried  out  that  he  saw  the  ghosts  of  those  whom  he 
had  slain  standing  before  him ;  and  was  not  able  to  con- 
tain himself,  but  leaped  out  of  his  bed,  as  if  both  torture 
and  fire  were  brought  to  him.  And  his  disease  grew  worse 
and  worse  continually,  and  his  very  entrails  were  so  cor- 
roded, that  they  fell  out  of  his  body,  and  so  he  died. 
Thus  he  became  as  great  an  instance  of  divine  providence 
as  ever  was,  and  demonstration  that  Grod  punishes  wicked 
men. 

§  5.  And  here  I  shall  put  an  end  to  my  history,  which  I 
formerly  promised  to  deliver  with  all  accuracy  to  such  as 
should  wish  to  know  in  what  manner  this  war  between  the 
Eomans  and  the  Jews  was  managed.  As  to  its  style,  I 
must  leave  that  to  the  determination  of  my  readers  ;  but  as 
for  the  agreement  with  the  facts,  I  shall  not  scruple  to  say, 
and  that  boldly,  that  truth  has  been  the  only  thing  I  have 
aimed  at  through  its  entire  composition. 


FLAVIUS   JOSEPHCrS, 
ON   THE   ANTIQUITY   OF   THE   JEWS 

AGAINST    APION. 

BOOK   I. 

§1. 
T  SUPPOSE  that  by  my  history  of  the  Antiquities  of  the 
J-  Jews,  most  excellent  Epaphroditus,  I  have  made  it  quite 
clear  to  those  that  peruse  it  that  our  Jewish  nation  is  of 
very  great  antiquity,  and  had  a  distinct  existence  of  its 
own  originally,  as  also  how  we  came  to  inhabit  the  country 
whei-ein  we  now  live.  These  Antiquities,  contain  the  his- 
tory of  five  thousand  years,  and  are  taken  out  of  our  sacred 
books,  and  written  by  me  in  the  Greek  tongue.  However, 
as  I  observe  a  considerable  number  of  people  give  ear  to 
the  reproaches  that  are  uttered  against  us  by  some  who  bear 
ill-will  to  us,  and  disbelieve  what  I  have  written  concern- 
ing the  antiquity  of  our  nation,  and  take  as  a  proof  that 
our  nation  is  of  a  late  date  the  fact  that  they  are  not 
thought  worthy  of  any  mention  by  the  most  famous  Greek 
historians,  I  have  thought  it  right  to  write  somewhat 
briefly  about  these  matters,  to -convict  those  that  so  re- 
proach us  of  spite  and  voluntary  falsehood,  and  to  correct 
the  ignorance  of  others,  and  also  to  instruct  all  those  who 
are  desirous  of  knowing  the  truth  about  our  antiquity.  As 
for  the  witnesses  whom  I  shall  produce  for  the  proof 
of  what  I  say,  they  shall  be  such  as  are  esteemed  by  the 
Greeks  to  be  most  trustworthy  as  regards  all  antiquarian 
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lore.  I  shall  also  show  that  those  who  have  written  re- 
proachfully and  falsely  about  us  are  refuted  by  themselves. 
I  shall  also  endeavour  to  give  the  reasons  why  not  many 
Greeks  have  mentioned  our  nation  in  their  histories ;  I  shall, 
however,  bring  those  to  light  who  have  not  passed  over  our 
history,  for  the  sake  of  those  that  either  do  not  know  or 
pretend  not  to  know  them. 

§  2.  First  then  I  cannot  but  greatly  wonder  at  those 
who  think  that  we  must  attend  to  none  but  Greeks  as  to 
the  most  ancient  facts,  and  learn  the  truth  from  them  only, 
and  that  we  are  not  to  believe  ourselves  or  other  men.  For 
I  am  convinced  that  the  very  reverse  is  the  case,  if  we  will 
not  follow  vain  opinions,  but  extract  the  truth  from  the  facts 
themselves.  For  you  will  find  that  almost  all  which  con- 
cerns the  Greeks  happened  not  long  ago,  nay,  one  may  say, 
is  of  yesterday  and  the  day  before  only ;  I  speak  of  the 
building  of  their  cities,  the  inventions  of  their  arts,  and  the 
recording  of  their  laws ;  and  as  for  their  care  about  com- 
piling histories,  it  is  very  nearly  the  last  thing  they  set 
about.  Indeed  they  admit  themselves  that  it  is  the  Egyp- 
tians the  Chaldseans  and  the  Phoenicians  (for  I  will  not 
now  include  ourselves  among  those)  that  have  preserved 
the  memory  of  the  most  ancient  and  lasting  tradition.  For 
all  these  nations  inhabit  such  countries  as  are  least  subject 
to  destruction  from  the  climate  and  atmosphere,  and  they 
have  also  taken  especial  care  to  have  nothing  forgotten  of 
what  was  done  among  them,  but  their  history  was  esteemed 
sacred,  and  ever  written  in  the  public  records  by  men  of 
the  greatest  wisdom.  Whereas  ten  thousand  destructions 
have  afflicted  the  country  which  the  Greeks  inhabit,  and 
blotted  out  the  memory  of  former  actions ;  so  that,  ever 
beginning  a  new  way  of  living,  they  supposed  each  of 
them  that  their  mode  of  life  originated  with  themselves. 
It  was  also  late,  and  with  difficulty,  that  they  came  to 
know  the  use  of  letters.  For  those  who  would  trace 
tlieir  knowledge  of  letters  to  the  greatest  antiquity,  boast 
that  they  learned  them  from  the  Phoenicians  and  from 
Cadmus.  But  nobody  is  able  to  produce  any  writing 
preserved  from  that  time,  either  in  the  temples  or  in  any 
other  public  monuments  ;  and  indeed  the  time  when  those 
lived  who  went  to  the  Trojan  war  so  many  years  after- 


BOOK  I.]  AGAINST    APION.  177 

wards  is  in  great  doubt,  aud  it  is  a  question  whether  the 
G-reeks  used  letters  at  that  time ;  and  the  most  prevailing 
opinion,  and  that  nearest  the  truth,  is,  that  they  were  igno- 
rant of  the  present  way  of  using  letters.  Certainly  there 
is  not  any  writing  among  them,  which  the  Greeks  agree  to 
be  genuine,  ancienter  than  Homer's  poems.  And  he  plainly 
was  later  than  the  siege  of  Troy :  and  they  say  that  even  he 
did  not  leave  his  poems  in  wiiting,  but  that  their  memory 
was  preserved  in  songs,  and  that  they  were  afterwards 
collected  together,  and  that  that  is  the  reason  why  such  a 
number  of  variations  are  found  in  them.  As  for  those 
who  set  about  writing  histories  among  them,  such  I  mean 
as  Cadmus  of  Miletus,^  and  Acusilaus  of  Argos,"  and  any 
others  that  may  be  mentioned  after  him,  they  lived  but  a 
short  time  before  the  Persian  expedition  into  Greece.  More- 
over, as  to  those  who  first  philosophized  as  to  things  celes- 
tial and  divine  among  the  Greeks,  as  Pherecydes  the  Syrian, 
and  Pythagoras,  and  Thales,  all  with  one  consent  agree, 
that  they  learned  what  they  knew  from  the  Egyptians  and 
Chaldseans,  and  wrote  but  little.  And  these  are  the  things 
which  are  supposed  to  be  the  oldest  of  all  among  the 
Greeks,  and  they  have  much  ado  to  believe  that  the  writ- 
ings ascribed  to  those  men  are  genuine. 

§  3.  How  can  it  then  be  other  than  an  absurd  thing  for 
the  Greeks  to  be  so  proud,  as  if  they  were  the  only  people 
acquainted  with  antiquity,  the  only  people  that  have  handed 
down  the  truth  about  those  early  times  in  an  accurate 
manner  ?  Nay,  who  is  there  that  cannot  easily  gather  from 
the  Greek  writers  themselves,  that  they  knew  but  little  on 
good  foundation  when  they  set  about  writing,  but  rather 
jotted  down  their  own  conjectures  as  to  facts  ?  Accordingly 
they  frequently  confute  one  another  in  their  own  books, 
and  do  not  hesitate  to  give  us  the  most  contradictory  ac- 
counts of  the  same  things.  But  I  should  spend  my  time 
to  little  purpose,  if  I  should  teach  the  Greeks  what  they 
know  better  than  me  already,  what  great  discrepancy  there 
is  between  Hellanicus  and  Acusilaus  as  to  their  genealogies, 

^  Miletus  stood  opposite  the  mouth  of  the  Maeander  5  the  ground  has 
now  been  completely  changed  by  the  deposits  of  the  Mseander,  and  the 
ruins  of  Miletus  are  at  a  distance  from  the  sea. 

^  In  the  Peloponnesus. 

V.  N 
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in  liow  manv  cases  Acusilaus  corrects  Hesiod,  or  how 
Ephorus  demonstrates  Hellanicus  to  have  told  lies  in  most 
of  his  histor}^ ;  or  how  Timaeus  in  like  manner  contradicts 
Ephorus,  and  the  succeeding  writers  Timaeus,  and  all  writers 
Herodotus.  Nor  could  Timaeus  agree  with  Antiochus  and 
Philistus  and  Callias  about  Sicilian  history,  any  more 
than  do  the  several  writers  of  the  Atthidae  follow  one  an- 
other as  to  Athenian  affairs,  nor  do  the  historians  that 
wrote  on  Argolic  historv  coincide  about  the  affairs  of  the 
Argives.  And  now  what  need  I  say  any  more  about  par- 
ticular cities  and  smaller  places,  when  in  the  most  approved 
writers  of  the  expedition  of  the  Persians,  and  of  the  actions 
done  in  it,  there  are  such  great  differences  ?  Nay,  Thucy- 
dides  himself  is  accused  by  some  as  often  writing  what  is 
false,  although  he  seems  to  have  given  us  the  most  accu- 
rate history  of  the  affairs  of  his  own  times. 

§  4.  As  for  the  causes  of  such  great  discrepancy,  many 
others  may  perhaps  appear  probable  to  those  who  wish  to 
investigate  the  matter,  but  I  attach  the  greatest  importance 
to  two  which  I  shall  mention.  And  first  I  shall  mention 
what  seems  to  me  the  principal  cause,  namely,  the  fact 
that  from  the  beginning  the  Greeks  were  careless  about 
public  records  of  what  was  done  on  each  occasion,  and  this 
would  naturally  pave  the  way  for  error,  and  give  those  that 
wished  to  write  on  old  subjects  opportunity  for  lying.  For 
not  only  were  records  neglected  by  the  other  G-reeks,  but 
even  among  the  Athenians  themselves  also,  who  pretend 
to  be  Autochthons,  and  to  have  apj^lied  themselves  to  learn- 
ing, there  are  no  such  records  extant,  but  they  say  that  the 
laws  of  Draco  concerning  murders,  which  are  now  extant 
in  writing,  are  the  most  ancient  of  their  public  records,  yet 
Draco  lived  only  a  little  before  the  tyrant  Pisistratus.  For 
as  to  the  Arcadians,  who  make  such  boasts  of  their  anti- 
quity, why  need  I  mention  them,  since  it  was  still  later 
before  they  learned  their  letters,  and  that  with  difficulty 
also  ? 

§  5.  There  must,  therefore,  naturally  arise  great  diffe- 
rences among  writers,  when  no  records  existed,  which 
might  at  once  inform  those  who  desired  to  learn,  and  refute 
those  that  would  tell  lies.  However,  we  must  assign  a 
second  cause,  besides  the  former  one,  for  these  discrepancies. 
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Those  who  were  the  most  zealous  to  write  history  were 
not  solicitous  for  the  discovery  of  truth,  although  it  is 
very  easy  always  to  make  such  a  profession,  but  they  tried 
to  display  their  fine  powers  of  writing,  and  in  whatever 
manner  of  writing  they  thought  they  were  able  to  exceed 
others,  to  that  did  they  apply  themselves.  Some  betook 
themselves  to  the  ^vriting  of  fabulous  narrations ;  some 
endeavoured  to  please  cities  or  kings  by  writing  in  their 
commendation  ;  others  fell  to  finding  faults  with  trans- 
actions, or  with  the  writers  of  such  transactions,  and 
thought  to  make  a  great  figure  by  so  doing.  However, 
such  do  what  is  of  all  things  the  most  contrary  to  true 
history.  For  it  is  the  characteristic  of  true  history,  that 
all  both  speak  and  write  the  same  about  the  same  things, 
whereas  these  men,  by  writing  differently  about  the  same 
things,  thought  they  would  be  supposed  to  write  with  the 
greatest  regard  to  truth.  We  must  indeed  yield  to  the 
Greek  writers  as  to  language  and  style  of  composition,  but 
not  as  regards  the  truth  of  ancient  history,  and  least  of  all 
as  to  the  national  customs  of  various  countries. 

§  6.  As  to  the  care  of  writing  down  the  records  from  the 
earliest  antiquity,  that  the  priests  were  intrusted  with  that 
function,  and  philosophized  about  it,  among  the  Egyptians 
and  Babylonians,  and  the  Chaldseans  also  among  the 
Babylonians,  and  that  the  Phoenicians,  who  especially 
mixed  with  the  Greeks,  made  use  of  letters  both  for  the 
common  affairs  of  life,  and  for  handing  down  the  history 
of  public  transactions,  I  think  I  may  omit  any  proof  of 
this,  because  all  men  allow  it  to  be  so.  But  I  shall  endea- 
vour briefly  to  show  that  our  forefathers  took  the  same 
care  about  writing  their  records  (for  I  will  not  say  they 
took  greater  care  than  the  others  I  spoke  of),  and  that 
they  committed  that  ofiice  to  their  high  priests  and  pro- 
phets, and  that  these  records  have  been  written  all  along 
down  to  our  own  times  with  the  utmost  accuracy,  and 
that,  if  it  be  not  too  bold  for  me  to  say  so,  our  history  will 
be  so  written  hereafter. 

§  7.  For  our  forefathers  not  only  appointed  for  that 
purpose  from  the  beginning  the  best  of  men  and  those 
that  attended  upon  the  divine  worship,  but  also  made  provi- 
sion that  the  stock  of  the  priests  should  continue  unmixed 


180  THE    WORKS    OF    FLAVIUS    JOSEPHUS.  [bOOK  I. 

and  pure.  For  he  who  is  partaker  of  the  priesthood  must 
marrv  a  wife  of  the  same  nation,  without  having-  any  re- 
gard to  money  or  other  honours,  and  he  is  to  carefully  take 
his  wife's  genealogy  from  the  ancient  records,  and  procure 
many  witnesses  to  it.^  And  this  is  our  practice  not  only  in 
Judaea  itself,  but  wherever  any  body  of  men  of  our  nation 
live,  and  an  exact  account  of  our  priests'  marriages  is  kept 
even  in  Egypt  and  Babylon,  and  any  other  place  in  the  rest 
of  the  world  wherever  any  of  our  priests  are  scattered. 
For  they  send  to  Jerusalem  the  names  and  pedigree  of  their 
parents  in  writing,  as  well  as  those  of  their  remoter  an- 
cestors, and  state  who  are  the  witnesses.  And  if  any  war 
breaks  out,  as  has  frequently  happened  before  now,  as 
when  Antiochus  Epiphanes  invaded  our  country,  as  also 
when  Pomj)ey  the  Great  and  Quintilius  Varus  did  so  also,, 
and  especially  in  the  wars  that  have  happened  in  our  own 
times,  those  priests  that  survive  them  compose  new  tables 
of  genealogy  out  of  the  old  records,  and  examine  into  the 
state  of  the  women  that  remain.  For  they  do  not  receive 
those  that  have  been  captives,  suspecting  that  they  have 
frequently  had  sexual  intercourse  with  strangers.  But 
what  is  the  strongest  proof  of  our  accuracy  in  this  matter 
is  that  we  have  the  names  of  our  high  priests  from  father 
to  son  set  down  in  our  records  for  two  thousand  years. 
And  whatever  priest  violates  any  of  these  rules  is  pro- 
hibited to  stand  at  the  altar,  or  to  participate  in  any  other 
of  our  holy  rites.  And  this  is  justly,  or  rather  necessarily 
done,  because  every  one  is  not  permitted  of  his  own  accord 
to  be  a  writer,  nor  is  there  any  discrepancy  in  what  is 
written,  as  only  j^rophets  have  written  the  original  and 
earliest  accounts  of  things,  as  they  learned  them  of  God 
himself  by  inspiration,  as  they  have  also  written  clearly 
what  happened  in  their  own  times. 

§  8.  For  we  have  not  ten  thousand  books  among  us,  dis- 
agreeing with  and  contradicting  one  another,  but  only 
twenty-two  books,  which  contain  the  records  of  all  time, 
and  are  justly  believed  to  be  divine.  And  five  of  them  are  by 
Moses,  and  contain  his  laws  and  the  traditions  of  the  origin 

^  Of  this  accuracy  of  the  Jews  before  and  in  our  Saviour's  time,  in 
carefully  preserving  their  genealogies  all  along,  particularly  those  of  the 
priests,  see  Josephus'  Life,  §  1. — W. 
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of  mankind  and  the  subsequent  history  of  the  Jews  till  his 
death.  This  time  was  little  short  of  three  thousand  years. 
And  as  to  the  time  from  the  death  of  Moses  till  the  reign 
of  Artaxerxes,  king  of  Persia,  who  reigned  after  Xerxes, 
the  prophets  who  succeeded  Moses  wrote  down  what  hap- 
pened in  their  times  in  thirteen  books ;  and  the  remaining 
four  books  contain  hymns  to  Grod,  and  jirecepts  for  the 
conduct  of  human  life.  Our  history  has  also  been  written 
in  detail  from  Artaxerxes  to  our  own  times,  but  is  not 
esteemed  equally  authoritative  as  the  before-mentioned 
books,  because  there  was  not  then  an  exact  succession  of 
prophets.  And  how  much  we  credit  these  books  of  ours  is 
evident  by  our  action.  For  though  so  many  ages  have 
already  passed,  no  one  has  ventured  either  to  add  any 
thing  to  them,  or  to  take  any  thing  from  them,  or  to  make 
any  change  in  them.  But  it  is  innate  in  all  Jews,  imme- 
diately from  their  very  birth,  to  esteem  these  books  to 
contain  divine  doctrines,  and  to  abide  by  them,  and,  if 
necessary,  gladly  to  die  for  them.  For  many  Jewish  cap- 
tives have  frequently  been  seen  ere  now  to  endure  racks 
and  deaths  of  all  kinds  in  the  theatres,  not  to  say  one 
word  against  our  laws  and  the  records  that  contain  them. 
Whereas  who  among  the  G-reeks  would  undergo  the  least 
harm  on  their  account,  even  if  all  the  writings  that  are 
among  them  were  to  be  destroyed  ?  For  they  take  them 
to  be  narratives  concocted  according  to  the  inclinations  of 
those  that  write  them.  And  they  justly  hold  this  view  of 
their  more  ancient  writers,  as  they  see  some  of  the  present 
generation  bold  enough  to  wi'ite  about  affairs  at  which 
they  were  not  present,  without  caring  to  get  information 
about  them  from  those  who  knew  the  circumstances.  In- 
deed about  this  late  war  of  ours  some  persons  have  written 
histories  and  published  them,  without  having  been  in  the 
places  concerned,  or  having  been  near  them  when  the 
actions  were  done,  but  only  putting  a  few  things  together 
from  false  hearsay,  and  very  impudently  and  shamelessly 
calling  these  writings  l)y  the  name  of  history. 

§  9.  As  for  myself,  I  have  comjiosed  a  true  history  of 
the  whole  war,  and  of  all  the  particulars  that  occurred 
therein,  having  been  myself  present  at  all  its  transactions. 
For  I  acted  as  general  of  those  who  are  called  among  us 
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Galilseans,  as  long  as  it  was  possible  for  us  to  make  any 
opposition.  I  was  then  arrested  by  the  Eomans,  and  be- 
came a  captive,  and  Vespasian  and  Titus  had  me  kept 
in  custody,  and  forced  me  to  attend  uj^on  them  con- 
tinually. At  first  I  was  in  bonds,  but  was  freed  from  them 
afterwards,  and  sent  to  accompany  Titus  when  he  went 
from  Alexandria  to  the  siege  of  Jerusalem.  And  during 
that  time  there  was  nothing  done  that  escaped  my  know- 
ledge ;  for  what  happened  in  the  Eomau  camp  I  saw,  and 
wrote  down  carefully,  and  I  alone  took  cognizance  of  the 
news  that  deserters  brought.  Afterwards  I  had  leisure  at 
Rome,  and  when  all  my  materials  were  prepared  for  the 
work,  I  employed  some  collaborateurs  to  be  quite  aufait  in 
the  Greek  idioms,  and  so  composed  my  history  of  those 
transactions.  And  so  confident  was  I  of  the  truth  of  what 
I  related,  that  I  appealed  first  of  all  to  those  that  had  the 
supreme  command  in  tha,t  war,  namely,  Vespasian  and 
Titus,  as  witnesses  for  me,  for  to  them  I  presented  my  books 
first  of  all,  and  after  them  to  many  of  the  Eomans  who 
had  taken  part  in  the  war.  I  also  sold  them  to  many  of 
our  own  men  who  understood  the  Greek  learning,  among 
whom  were  Julius  Archelaus,  the  most  august  Herod,  and 
the  most  admirable  king  Agrippa  himself.  And  all  these 
men  bore  testimony  to  me  that  I  had  paid  the  strictest 
regard  to  truth,  and  they  were  not  men  who  would  have 
disguised  their  real  thoughts  or  been  silent,  if  I,  either  out 
of  ignorance  or  to  curry  favour,  had  given  false  colours  to 
actions,  or  omitted  any  thing. 

§  10.  Some  paltry  persons  have  indeed  attempted  to 
calumniate  my  history,  and  taken  it  to  be  a  kind  of  scholastic 
performance  for  the  training  of  young  men  by  a  strange 
accusation  and  calumny,  since  it  ought  to  be  generally 
knoTv^i  that  every  one  who  undertakes  to  deliver  the  history 
of  actions  truly,  ought  to  know  them  accurately  himself 
first,  either  from  having  been  concerned  in  them  himself, 
or  from  having  been  informed  of  them  by  such  as  were 
acquainted  with  them ;  both  which  branches  of  knowledge 
I  may  very  proj^erly  claim  in  the  composition  of  both  my 
works.  For,  as  I  said,  I  translated  the  Antiquities  out  of 
our  sacred  books,  which  I  could  easily  do,  since  I  was  a 
priest  by  race,  and  had  studied  the  philosophy  contained 


BOOK  I.]  AGAINST    APION.  183 

in  those  writings  :  and  as  for  the  History  of  the  War  which 
I  wrote,  I  had  been  myself  an  actor  in  many  of  its  trans- 
actions, and  an  eye-witness  of  most,  nor  was  I  unacquainted 
with  any  thing  whatever  that  was  either  said  or  done  in  it. 
How  impudent  then  should  those  be  esteemed,  who  under- 
take to  contradict  me  as  to  the  truth  of  those  affairs  !  for 
although  they  say  they  have  perused  the  military  notes  of 
both  Vespasian  and  Titus,  they  could  not  be  acquainted 
with  the  state  of  things  with  us  Jews  who  fought  against 
them. 

§11.1  have  been  obliged  to  make  this  digression  as  I 
wished  to  expose  the  recklessness  of  those  who  under- 
take to  write  histories :  and  I  think  I  have  sufficiently  shown 
that  the  transmitting  down  the  history  of  ancient  times  has 
been  better  done  by  those  nations  which  are  called  barbarians 
than  by  the  G-reeks  themselves.  I  now  wish  first  to  say  a 
few^  things  to  those  who  endeavour  to  prove  that  our  polity 
is  of  late  date,  because,  as  they  say,  the  Greek  writers 
have  said  nothing  about  us ;  after  which  I  shall  produce 
testimonies  for  our  antiquity  out  of  the  writings  of 
foreigners,  and  shall  also  prove  that  such  as  cast  re- 
proaches upon  our  nation  do  so  very  unjustly. 

§  12.  As  for  ourselves,  we  neither  inhabit  a  maritime 
country,  nor  delight  in  commerce,  nor  in  such  intercourse 
with  other  men  as  arises  from  it ;  but  the  cities  we  dwell 
in  are  remote  from  the  sea,  and  as  we  have  a  fruitful 
country  to  dwell  in,  we  take  pains  in  cultivating  it ;  but 
our  principal  care  of  all  is  to  educate  our  children  well,  and 
to  observe  the  laws,  and  we  think  it  to  be  the  most  neces- 
sary business  of  our  whole  life  to  keep  that  religion  that 
has  been  handed  down  to  us.  Since,  then,  besides  what 
I  have  already  said,  we  had  a  peculiar  way  of  living  of  our 
own,  there  was  no  opportunity  offered  us  in  ancient  times 
for  such  intercourse  with  the  Greeks,  as  they  had  with  the 
Egyptians  owing  to  their  exports  and  imports,  as  also  with 
the  Phoenicians,  who  lived  by  the  sea-side,  and  were  moved 
by  the  love  of  lucre  to  trade  and  merchandise.  Nor  did 
our  forefathers  betake  themselves,  as  did  some  others,  to 
robbery,  nor  did  they,  in  order  to  gain  more  wealth,  turn 
to  wars,  although  our  country  contained  many  myriads  of 
men  of  courage.     Now  the  Phoenicians  themselves  became 
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known  to  the  Greeks  from  the  first  by  their  commerce  and 
navigation,  and  by  them  the  Egyptians  became  known  to 
the  Greeks  also,  as  did  also  all  those  people  from  whom 
the  Phoenicians  in  long  voyages  over  the  seas  carried  wares 
to  the  Greeks.  The  Medes  also  and  the  Persians  after- 
wards, when  they  were  lords  of  Asia,  became  well  known  to 
them,  especially  the  Persians,  who  led  their  armies  as  far 
as  the  other  continent.^  The  Thracians  were  also  known  to 
the  Greeks  because  of  the  nearness  of  their  country,  and 
the  Scythians  owing  to  those  who  sailed  to  Pontus ;  '^  for 
generally  speaking  all  the  maritime  nations,  dwelling  near 
either  the  eastern  or  western  seas,  became  most  known  to 
those  who  were  desirous  to  write  history  ;  but  such  as  had 
their  habitation  further  from  the  sea  were  for  the  most  part 
unknown.  This  appears  to  have  been  the  case  in  Europe 
also,  since  the  city  of  Eome,  that  has  for  a  long  time  been 
possessed  of  so  much  power,  and  performed  such  great 
actions  in  war,  is  yet  never  mentioned  by  Herodotus,  nor 
by  Thucydides,  nor  by  any  one  of  their  contemporaries, 
and  it  was  only  late,  and  with  great  difficulty,  that  the 
Romans  became  known  to  the  Greeks.  And  those  who  are 
reckoned  the  most  exact  historians,  as  Ephorus  for  one, 
were  so  ignorant  of  the  Gauls  and  the  Spaniards,  that  he 
supposed  the  Spaniards,  who  inhabit  so  great  a  part  of  the 
west  of  the  earth,'^  to  be  only  one  city ;  and  they  also  ven- 
tured to  describe  as  customs  of  theirs  things  which  they 
had  never  either  done  or  said.  And  the  reason  why  these 
writers  did  not  know  the  truth  was  that  they  had  no 
intercourse  with  those  nations,  and  the  reason  why  they 
wrote  what  was  false  was  that  they  wished  to  seem  to  know 
things  which  others  did  not  know.  How  can  it  then  be 
any  wonder,  if  our  nation  was  not  known  to  many,  and 
gave  them  no  opportunity  to  mention  it  in  their  writings, 
as  it  was  so  remote  from  the  sea,  and  had  its  own  peculiar 
mode  of  life  ? 

§  13.  Suppose  that  we  thought  good  to  apply  this  argu- 
ment to  the  Greeks,  that  their  nation  is  not  ancient,  be- 

'^  Europe  is  meant. 

2  On  the  south  shore  of  the  Black  Sea. 

'-''  The  ancients  did  not  know  of  America,  so  thought  Spain  the  end  of 
the  world  in  the  west.     Compare  Horace,  Odes,  i.  36.  4. 


BOOK  I,]  AGAINST    APION.  186 

cause  nothing  is  said  of  them  in  our  records :  would  they 
not  laugh  at  us  altogether,  and  probably  give  the  same 
reasons  for  our  silence  of  them  that  I  have  now  adduced 
for  their  silence  of  us,  and  produce  the  neighbouring 
nations  as  witnesses  to  their  antiquity  ?  Now  I  shall  en- 
deavour to  do  this  very  thing.  For  I  shall  bring  the 
Egyptians  and  Phoenicians  as  my  principal  witnesses,  be- 
cause nobody  can  complain  of  their  testimony  as  false.  For 
all  the  Egyptians  in  general,  and  of  the  Phoenicians  the 
Tyrians,  are  known  to  have  borne  the  greatest  ill-will  to 
us.  However,  I  cannot  say  the  same  of  the  Chaldaeans, 
since  our  original  ancestors  were  Chaldaeans,  and  they 
mention  us  Jews  in  their  records  because  of  the  relation- 
ship between  us.  Now,  when  I  shall  have  made  my  case 
good  as  far  as  concerns  these,  I  shall  show  that  some  of  the 
Greek  historians  have  mentioned  us  Jews  also,  that  those 
who  slander  us  may  no  longer  have  this  pretext  for  con- 
tradicting what  I  have  said  about  our  nation. 

§  14.  I  shall  begin  with  the  writings  of  the  Egyptians ; 
not  indeed  of  those  that  have  written  in  the  Egyptian  lan- 
guage, which  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  do ;  but  Manetho 
was  a  man  who  was  by  race  an  Egyptian,  but  had  made 
himself  master  of  the  Greek  learning,  as  is  very  evident ; 
for  he  wrote  the  history  of  his  own  country  in  the  Greek 
tongue,  translating  it,  as  he  himself  says,  out  of  their 
sacred  records :  he  also  finds  great  fault  with  Herodotus 
for  his  ignorance  and  false  account  of  Egyptian  affairs. 
Now  this  Manetho,  in  the  second  book  of  his  Egyptian 
history,  writes  concerning  us  in  the  following  manner.  I 
shall  set  down  his  very  words,  as  if  I  were  producing  the 
very  man  himself  as  a  witness.  "  There  was  a  king  of  ours 
whose  name  was  Timaus,  in  whose  reign  it  came  to  pass,  I 
know  not  why,  that  God  was  displeased  with  us,  and  there 
came  unexpectedly  men  of  ignoble  birth  out  of  the  eastern 
parts,  who  had  boldness  enough  to  make  an  expedition  into 
our  country,  and  easily  subdued  it  by  force  without  a  battle. 
And  when  they  had  got  our  rulers  under  their  power,  they 
afterwards  savagely  burnt  down  our  cities,  and  demolished 
the  temples  of  the  gods,  and  used  all  the  inhabitants  in  a 
most  hostile  manner,  for  they  slew  some,  and  led  the 
cliildren  and  wives  of  others  into  slavery.     At  length  they 
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made  one  of  themselves  king,  whose  name  was  Salatis.  And 
he  lived  at  Memphis/  and  made  both  Upper  and  Lower 
Egypt  pay  tribute,  and  left  garrisons  in  places  that  were 
most  suitable  for  them.  And  he  made  the  eastern  parts 
especially  strong,  as  he  foresaw  that  the  Assyrians,  who  had 
then  the  greatest  power,  would  covet  their  kingdom,  and 
invade  them.  And  as  he  found  in  the  district  of  Sais "  a 
city  very  fit  for  his  purpose  (which  lay  east  of  the  arm  of 
the  Nile  near  Bubastis,  ^  and  with  regard  to  a  certain  theo- 
logical notion  was  called  Auaris),  he  rebuilt  it,  and  made  it 
very  strong  by  the  walls  he  built  round  it,  and  by  a  nume- 
rous garrison  of  two  hundred  and  forty  thousand  armed 
men  whom  he  put  into  it  to  keep  it.  There  Salatis  went 
every  summer,  partly  to  gather  in  his  corn,  and  pay  his 
soldiers  their  wages,  and  partly  to  train  his  armed  men  and 
so  to  awe  foreigners.  When  he  had  reigned  nineteen  years 
he  died.  After  him  reigned  another,  whose  name  was 
Beon,  for  forty-four  years.  After  him  reigned  another, 
called  Apachnas,  thirty-six  years  and  seven  months.  After 
him  Apophis  reigned  sixty-one  years,  and  then  Janias  fifty 
years  and  one  month.  After  all  these  reigned  Assis  forty- 
nine  years  and  two  months.  And  these  six  were  the  first 
rulers  among  them,  who  were  always  warring  with  the 
Egyptians,  and  were  very  desirous  to  pluck  up  Egypt  by 
the  roots.  Their  whole  nation  was  called  Hycsos,  that  is 
shepherd- kings ;  for  Hyc  according  to  the  sacred  dialect 
denotes  a  king,  as  does  Sos  a  shepherd  and  shepherds  in 
the  ordinary  dialect,  and  of  these  is  compounded  Hycsos. 
But  some  say  that  these  people  were  Arabians."  Now,  in 
another  copy  it  is  said,  that  Hyc  does  not  denote  kings, 
but  on  the  contrary  captive  shepherds ;  for  Hyc  again  in 
the  Egyptian  tongue,  and  Hac  with  the  aspirate,  expressly 
denotes  captives.  And  this  seems  to  me  the  more  probable 
opinion,  and  more  agreeable  to  ancient  history.  [Then 
Manetho  goes  on,]  "  These  people,  whom  we  have  before 
named  kings,  the  sons  of  those  who  were  called  shepherds, 
and  their  descendants,  kept  possession  of  Egypt  five  hun- 
dred and  eleven  years.     After  this  the  kings  of  Thebais 

^  Jewish  War,  i.  9,  §  4.  ^  Sa  el-Hagar. 

^   Tell  Basta,  near  Zagazig. 
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and  of  the  rest  of  Egypt  made  an  insurrection  against  the 
shepherds,  and  a  terrible  and  long  war  burst  out  between 
them."  Manetho  says  further,  "  Under  a  king,  whose 
name  was  Alisphragmuthosis,  the  shepherds  were  sub- 
dued, and  driven  out  of  other  parts  of  Egypt,  and  shut 
up  in  a  place  that  contained  ten  thousand  acres.  This 
place  was  called  Auaris."  Manetho  says  further,  "  The 
shepherds  built  a  large  and  strong  wall  round  all  this 
place,  to  keep  all  their  possessions  and  spoil  in  security. 
But  Thummosis,  the  son  of  Alisphragmuthosis,  made 
an  attempt  to  take  them  by  storm  and  by  siege,  sitting 
before  their  walls  with  four  hundred  and  eighty  thou- 
sand men,  and  upon  his  despairing  of  taking  the  place 
by  siege,  he  made  an  agreement  with  them,  that  they 
should  all  evacuate  Egypt,  and  depart  unharmed  wherever 
they  would.  Upon  these  conditions  they  went  away  with 
their  whole  families  and  effects,  being  no  fewer  in  number 
than  two  hundred  and  forty  thousand,  and  journeyed 
through  the  wilderness  from  Egypt  to  Syria.  And  as  they 
were  in  fear  of  the  Assyrians,  who  were  then  masters  of  Asia, 
they  built  a  city  in  the  country  now  called  Judaea,  large 
enough  to  contain  so  many  myriads  of  mea,  and  called  it 
Jerusalem."  And  Manetho  says,  in  another  book  of  his 
Egyptian  history,  that  this  nation  called  shepherds  were 
also  described  as  captives  in  their  sacred  books.  And  this 
account  of  his  is  correct.  For  feeding  of  sheep  was  the 
employment  of  our  earliest  ancestors,  and  as  they  led  such 
a  wandering  life  in  feeding  sheep,  they  were  called  shep- 
herds. Nor  was  it  again  without  reason  that  they  were 
called  captives  by  the  Egyptians,  since  our  ancestor  Joseph 
told  the  king  of  Egypt  that  he  was  himself  a  captive,  and 
afterwards  sent  for  his  brothers  to  Egypt  by  the  king's 
permission.  But  as  for  these  matters,  I  shall  make  a  more 
exact  investigation  into  them  elsewhere. 

§  15.  And  now  I  produce  the  Egyptians  as  witnesses  of 
the  antiquity  of  our  nation.  I  shall  therefore  set  down 
again  what  Manetho  writes  as  to  the  order  of  the 
times.  He  speaks  as  follows.  "  When  this  nation  of 
shepherds  had  gone  from  Egypt  to  Jerusalem,  Tethmosis, 
the  king  of  Egypt,  who  drove  them  out,  reigned  after- 
wards twenty-five  years  and  four  months,  and  then  died. 
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and  after  him  his  son  Chebron  took  the  kingdom  and 
reigned  thirteen  years.  After  him  reigned  Amenophis 
twenty  years  and  seven  months.  Then  his  sister  Amessis 
reigned  twenty-one  years  and  nine  months.  After  her 
reigned  Mephres  twelve  years  and  nine  months.  After 
him  reigned  Mephramuthosis  twenty-five  years  and  ten 
months.  After  him  reigned  Thmosis  nine  years  and  eight 
months.  After  him  reigned  Amenophis  thirty  years  and 
ten  months.  After  him  reigned  Orus  thirty-six  years 
and  five  months.  Next  reigned  his  daughter  Acenchres 
twelve  years  and  one  month.  Next  reigned  her  brother 
Eathotis  nine  years.  Next  reigned  Acencheres  twelve 
years  and  five  months.  Next  reigned  another  Acencheres 
twelve  years  and  three  months.  After  him  reigned  Armais 
four  years  and  one  month.  After  him  reigned  Ramesses 
one  year  and  four  months.  After  him  reigned  Armesses 
Miammou  sixty- six  years  and  two  months.  After  him 
Amenophis  reigned  nineteen  years  and  six  months.  After 
him  reigned  Sethosis,  and  Ramesses,  who  had  an  army  of 
cavalry  and  a  navy.  He  appointed  his  brother  Armais  to 
be  his  viceroy  in  Egypt,  and  also  gave  him  all  the  authority 
of  a  king,  except  that  he  ordered  him  not  to  wear  a 
diadem,  nor  be  injurious  to  the  queen  and  mother  of  his 
children,  nor  to  meddle  with  the  other  concubines  of  the 
king.  And  he  himself  made  an  expedition  against  Cyprus 
andPhoenice,^  and  another  against  the  Assyrians  and  Medes, 
and  subdued  them  all,  some  by  his  arms,  and  some  without 
fighting  by  the  terror  of  his  great  army ;  and  being  puffed 
up  by  the  great  success  he  had,  he  went  on  still  more  boldly, 
and  overthrew  the  cities  and  countries  that  lay  towards 
the  east.  But  after  some  time  Armais,  who  was  left  in 
Egypt,  did  all  those  very  things  without  fear  which  his 
brother  had  forbidden  him  to  do,  for  he  forced  the  queen, 
and  meddled  freely  with  the  rest  of  the  concubines,  and 
at  the  persuasion  of  his  friends  wore  a  diadem,  and 
rose  up  against  his  brother.  Then  he  who  was  set  over 
the  priests  of  Egypt  wrote  a  letter  to  Sethosis,  and  in- 
formed him  of  all  that  had  happened,  and  how  his  brother 
had  risen  up  against  him.     So  he  returned  to  Pelusium  " 

^  Phoenicia.  ^   Tineh.     Jewish  War,  i   8,  §  7. 
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immediately,  and  recovered  his  kingdom  again.  The 
country  also  was  called  Egypt  after  his  name.  For 
Manetho  says  that  Sethosis  was  called  ^gyptus,  and  that 
his  brother  Armais  was  called  Danaus." 

§  16.  This  is  Manetho's  account.  And  it  is  evident 
from  the  number  of  years  stated  by  him,  if  they  are  added 
together,  that  these  so-called  shepherds,  our  ancestors, 
migrated  from  Egypt,  and  inhabited  Judaea,  three  hundred 
and  ninety-three  years  before  Danaus  went  to  Argos.  And 
yet  the  Argives  look  upon  him  as  most  ancient.  Manetho, 
therefore,  bears  this  testimony  to  two  points  of  the  greatest 
consequence  to  us  from  the  Egyptian  records ;  first  that 
we  came  out  of  another  country  into  Egyj^t,  and  next  that 
our  migration  from  it  was  so  ancient  in  time  as  to  have 
preceded  the  siege  of  Troy  almost  a  thousand  years.  But 
as  to  those  things  which  Manetho  adds,  not  from  the 
Egyptian  records,  but,  as  he  confesses  himself,  from  some 
stories  of  uncertain  authority,  I  shall  refute  them  here- 
after in  detail,  and  shall  prove  that  they  are  no  better  than 
incredible  falsehoods. 

§  17.  I  shall  now,  therefore,  pass  from  these  records^ 
and  come  to  those  written  by  the  Phoenicians  concerning 
our  nation,  and  shall  produce  my  proofs  out  of  them. 
There  are  records  then  among  the  Tyrians  that  take  in 
the  history  of  many  years,  and  they  are  public  writings 
kept  with  great  exactness,  and  are  accounts  of  things  worth 
recording  done  among  themselves,  as  also  of  their  transac- 
tions with  other  nations.  Among  these  it  is  recorded, 
that  the  temple  was  built  by  king  Solomon  at  Jerusalem, 
a  hundi'ed  and  forty-three  years  and  eight  months  before 
the  Tyrians  built  Carthage,  and  the  building  of  our  temple 
is  recorded  in  their  archives.  For  Hiram,  the  king  of 
Tyre,  was  the  friend  of  Solomon  our  king,  who  had  in- 
herited that  friendship  from  his  father.'  So  he  was  ambi- 
tious to  contribute  to  the  splendour  of  this  edifice  of 
Solomon's,  and  made  him  a  present  of  a  hundred  and 
twenty  talents  of  gold,  and  also  cut  down  the  most  excellent 
timber  of  that  mountain  which  is  called  Libanus,  and  sent 

^  I  read  oiadeyfievov,  for  the  word  would  only  be  true  of  Solomon, 
not  of  Hiram. 
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it  to  him  for  tlie  roof.  And  Solomon  not  only  made  him 
many  other  presents  by  way  of  return,  but  also  gave  him  a 
country  in  Galilee  that  was  called  Chabulon.'  But  what 
mainly  cemented  the  friendship  between  them  was  the  pas- 
sion both  had  for  wisdom ;  for  they  sent  problems  to  one 
another,  with  a  desire  to  have  them  unriddled,  and  in 
these  Solomon  was  superior  to  Hiram,  as  he  was  wiser  in 
all  other  respects.  And  many  of  the  letters  that  passed 
between  them  are  still  j^reserved  among  the  Tyrians.  Now, 
to  show  that  this  account  is  not  made  up  by  me  I  shall 
produce  as  a  witness  Dius,  a  man  who  is  believed  to  have 
written  the  Phcenician  history  in  an  accurate  manner. 
This  Dius  then  writes  as  follows  in  his  history  of  the 
Phoenicians.  "  Upon  the  death  of  Abibalus,  his  son  Hiram 
became  king,  and  raised  banks  at  the  eastern  parts  of  the 
city,  and  enlarged  its  area,  and  also  joined  the  temple  of 
Olympian  Zeus,  which  stood  before  on  an  island  by  itself, 
to  the  city,  by  connecting  them  with  a  causeway,  and 
adorned  that  temple  with  donations  of  gold.  He  moreover 
went  up  to  Libanus,  and  had  its  timber  cut  down  for  the 
building  of  temples.  They  also  say  that  Solomon,  when 
he  was  king  of  Jerusalem,  sent  riddles  to  Hiram  to  guess, 
and  desired  he  would  send  others  back  for  him  to  guess, 
and  he  who  could  not  guess  them  was  to  pay  money  to 
him  that  did.  And  as  Hiram  agreed  to  the  proposal,  but 
was  not  able  to  guess  the  riddles,  he  was  obliged  to  pay  a 
great  deal  of  money  as  a  penalty.  They  also  relate  that 
one  Abdemon,  a  man  of  Tyre,  o^uessed  the  riddles,  and 
propounded  others  which  Solomon  could  not,  upon  which 
he  was  obliged  to  repay  a  great  deal  of  money  to  Hiram." 
This  is  the  witness  which  Dius  bears  to  what  I  have  before 
said. 

§  18.  And  now  I  shall  add  the  Ephesian  Menander  as 
an  additional  witness.  This  Menander  wrote  the  acts  that 
were  done  both  by  the  Greeks  and  Barbarians  under  every 
one  of  the  Tyrian  kings,  and  took  much  pains  to  gather 
their  history  from  the  national  records.  Now.  when  he  was 
writing  about  the  kings  that  had  reigned  at  Tyre,  when  he 
came  to  Hiram,  he  speaks  as  follows.    "  Upon  the  death  of 

^  Probably  the  district  roumi  Kabul,  Chabolo  in  Galilee. 
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Abil)aliis,  his  son  Hiram  succeeded  to  the  kingdom ;  he 
lived  fifty-three  years,  and  reigned  thirty-four.  He  levelled 
what  is  called  the  Broad  Place,  and  erected  the  golden 
pillar  in  Zeus'  temple,  and  also  went  and  cut  down  timber 
from  the  mountain  called  Libanus,  namely  cedar  wood 
for  the  roofs  of  temples.  He  also  pulled  down  the  old 
temples,  and  built  new  ones,  and  consecrated  temples  to 
Hercules  and  Astarte.  He  first  built  Hercules'  temple  in 
the  month  Peritius,  and  that  of  Astarte  when  he  made 
his  expedition  against  the  Tityi,  who  would  not  jmy  him 
tribute,  and  when  he  had  subdued  them  to  himself,  he 
returned  home  again.  Under  this  king  there  was  a 
younger  son  of  Abdemon,^  who  mastered  the  problems 
which  Solomon  the  king  of  Jerusalem  set."  Now  the 
time  from  this  king  to  the  building  of  Carthage  is  calcu- 
lated as  follows.  "  Upon  the  death  of  Hiram,  Beleazarus 
his  son  succeeded  to  the  kingdom,  who  lived  forty-three 
years,  and  reigned  seven  years,  and  was  succeeded  by  his 
son  Abdastratus,  who  lived  twenty-nine  years,  and  reigned 
nine.  Four  sons  of  his  nurse  plotted  against  him,  and  slew 
him,  the  eldest  of  whom  reigned  twelve  years.  After  them 
came  Astartus,  the  son  of  Delseastartus,  who  lived  fifty-four 
years,  and  reigned  twelve.  After  him  came  his  brother 
Aserymus,  who  lived  fifty-four  years,  and  reigned  nine.  He 
was  slain  by  his  brother  Pheles,  w4io  took  the  kingdom,  and 
reigned  but  eight  months,  though  he  lived  fifty  years.  He 
was  slain  by  Ithobalus,  the  priest  of  Astarte,  who  reigned 
thirty- two  years,  and  lived  sixty-eight  years.  He  was  suc- 
ceeded by  his  son  Badezorus,  who  lived  forty-five  years, 
and  reigned  six.  He  was  succeeded  by  Matgenus  his  son, 
who  lived  thirty-two  years,  and  reigned  nine.  Pygmalion 
succeeded  him,  who  lived  fifty-six  years,  and  reigned  forty- 
seven.  In  the  seventh  year  of  his  reign,  his  sister  Dido 
fled  away  from  him,  and  built  the  city  of  Carthage  in  Libya." 
So  the  whole  time  from  the  reign  of  Hiram  to  the  building 
of  Carthage  amounts  to  one  hundred  and  fifty- five  years 
and  eight  months.  Since,  then,  the  temple  was  built  at 
Jerusalem  in  the  twelfth  year  of  the  reign  of  Hiram,  there 

'  Probably  himself  also  called  Abdemon.     See  §  17,  and  Antiq.  viii. 
5,  §3. 
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were  one  hundred  and  forty-three  years  and  eight  months 
from  the  building  of  the  temple  to  the  building  of  Carthage. 
What  need  is  there  then  for  bringing  any  more  testimonies 
out  of  the  Phoenician  histories  ?  For  the  truth  is  seen  to 
be  strongly  confirmed.  And  of  course  our  ancestors  came 
into  the  country  long  before  the  building  of  the  temple ; 
for  it  was  not  till  we  had  got  possession  of  the  whole 
land  by  war  that  we  built  our  temple.  These  points  I 
have  clearly  proved  out  of  our  sacred  writings  in  my 
Antiquities. 

§  19.  I  will  now  relate  what  is  written  about  us  in  the 
Chaldaean  histories,  which  have  great  agreement  with  our 
books  in  various  respects.  Berosus  bears  me  out  in  what 
I  say :  he  was  by  race  a  Chaldsean,  and  well  known  by  the 
learned  on  account  of  his  publication  of  the  Chaldaean 
notions  of  astronomy  and  philosophy  for  the  use  of  the 
Greeks.  This  Berosus,  then,  following  the  most  ancient 
records,  has  given  us  a  history  of  the  flood,  and  of  the  de- 
struction of  mankind  thereby,  very  similar  to  that  of 
Moses  ;  and  of  the  ark  wherein  Noah,  the  founder  of  our 
race,  was  preserved,  when  it  was  carried  to  the  summit 
of  the  Armenian  mountains.  He  then  gives  us  a  catalogue 
of  the  posterity  of  Noah,  and  adds  the  years  of  their  chro- 
nology, and  at  length  comes  down  to  Nabopalassar,  who 
was  king  of  Babylon  and  of  the  Chaldseans,  and  in  relating 
the  acts  of  this  king  he  describes,  "  How  he  sent  his  son 
Nabuchodonosor  against  Egypt,  and  against  our  land, 
with  a  great  army,  upon  his  being  informed  that  they  had 
revolted  from  him,  and  how  he  subdued  them  all,  and  set 
our  temple  that  was  at  Jerusalem  on  fire,  and  removed  our 
people  entirely  from  their  own  country,  and  transferred 
them  to  Babylon.  So  it  happened  that  Jerusalem  was 
desolate  for  seventy  years  until  Cyrus  king  of  Persia." 
He  then  says  that  "  this  Babylonian  conquered  Egypt,  and 
Syria,  and  Phoenice,  and  Arabia,  and  excelled  in  his  ex- 
ploits all  that  had  reigned  before  him  in  Babylon  and 
Chaldaea."  A  little  lov/er  down  Berosus  adds  what  follows 
in  his  history  of  ancient  times  ;  I  shall  set  down  the  very 
words  of  Berosus,  which  are  as  follows.  "  When  Nabo- 
palassar, father  of  Nabuchodonosor,  heard  that  the  satrap 
whom  he  had  set  over  Egypt,  and  over  the  regions  of 
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Coele-Syria  and  Phoenice,  had  revolted  from  liim,  bein^^ 
unable  to  bear  any  lonsjer  the  fatigues  of  a  campaign,  he 
committed  certain  parts  of  his  army  to  his  son  Nabucho- 
donosor,  who  was  then  but  young,  and  sent  him  against 
the  rebel.  And  Nabuchodonosor  joined  battle  with  him, 
and  conquered  him,  and  reduced  the  country  at  once  to  his 
dominion.  And  it  so  fell  out  that  his  father  Nabopa- 
lassar  fell  ill  at  this  time,  and  died  in  the  city  of  Babylon, 
after  he  had  reigned  twenty-nine  years.  And  when  Nabu- 
chodonosor heard,  not  long  afterwards,  that  his  father  was 
dead,  he  set  the  affairs  of  Egypt  and  the  rest  of  the  district 
in  order,  and  committed  the  captives  he  had  taken  from  the 
Jews,  and  Phoenicians,  and  Syrians,  and  from  the  nations 
belonging  to  Egypt,  to  some  of  his  friends,  that  they  might 
conduct  the  heavy-armed  troops  and  the  baggage  to  Baby- 
lonia, while  he  himself  pushed  over  the  desert  with  but  a 
few  to  Babylon.  And  when  he  arrived  there  he  found  that 
public  affairs  had  been  managed  by  the  Chaldaeans,  and 
that  the  principal  person  among  them  had  preserved  the 
kingdom  for  him,  so  he  was  now  entire  master  of  all  his 
father's  dominions,  and  ordered  the  captives  when  they 
arrived  there  to  be  assigned  colonies  in  the  most  convenient 
places  in  Babylonia.  As  for  himself,  he  adorned  the 
temple  of  Belus,  and  the  other  temples,  in  a  liberal  manner, 
out  of  the  spoils  he  had  taken  in  war,  and  rebuilt  the  old 
city,  and  added  another  to  it  on  the  outside,  and  to  prevent 
any  who  should  afterwards  besiege  it  from  having  it  in  their 
power  to  divert  the  river  and  so  enter  it,  he  built  three 
walls  about  the  inner  city,  and  three  about  the  outer. 
Some  of  these  walls  he  built  of  burnt  brick  and  bitumen, 
and  some  of  brick  only.  And  when  he  had  thus  fortified 
the  city  with  walls  in  an  excellent  manner,  and  had  adorned 
the  gates  magnificently,  he  added  a  new  palace  to  that  which 
his  father  had  dwelt  in  close  by  it,  and  exceeding  it  in  its 
height  and  its  great  splendour.  It  would  perhaps  take  too 
much  time  to  describe  it,  however,  prodigiously  large  and 
magnificent  as  it  was,  it  was  finished  in  fifteen  days.  Now 
in  this  palace  he  erected  very  high  walks,  supported  by 
stone  pillars,  and  by  planting  what  was  called  a  hanging 
paradise,  and  replenishing  it  with  all  sorts  of  trees,  he  ren- 
dered the  prospect  an  exact  resemblance  of  a  mountainous 
V.  o 
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country,  to  please  his  queen,  because  she  had  been  brouo^ht 
up  in  Media,  and  was  fond  of  a  mountainous  situation." 

§  20.  This  is  what  Berosus  relates  concerning  the  fore- 
mentioned  king,  as  he  relates  many  other  things  about  him 
also  in  the  third  book  of  his  Chaldaic  history,  wherein  he 
complains  of  the  Greek  historians  for  supposing,  without 
any  foundation,  that  Babylon  was  founded  by  Semiramis 
the  queen  of  Assyria,  and  for  falsely  stating  that  those  won- 
derful things  there  were  her  workmanship.  And  indeed  in 
these  affairs  the  Chaldaic  history  cannot  but  be  the  most 
credible.  Moreover,  we  meet  with  a  confirmation  of  what 
Berosus  says  in  the  archives  of  the  Phoenicians,  concerning 
this  king  of  the  Babylonians,  that  he  ^  conquered  Syria  and 
all  Phoenice.  As  to  these  things  Philostratus  agrees  with 
the  others  in  his  history,  when  he  mentions  the  siege 
of  Tyre ;  as  does  Megasthenes  also  in  the  fourth  book  of 
his  Indian  history,  wherein  he  tries  to  prove  that  the  fore- 
mentioned  king  of  the  Babylonians  was  superior  to  Her- 
cules in  strength  and  in  the  greatness  of  his  exploits ;  for 
he  says  that  he  conquered  a  great  part  of  Libya  and  Iberia  "^ 
also.  Now,  as  to  what  I  have  said  before  about  the  temple 
at  Jerusalem,  that  it  was  burnt  by  the  Babylonian  army, 
and  began  to  be  rebuilt  again  when  Cyrus  got  the  kingdom 
of  Asia,  shall  now  be  proved  clearly  from  what  Berosus 
adds  further,  for  he  says  as  follows  in  his  third  book. 
"  Nabuchodonosor,  after  he  had  begun  to  build  the  fore- 
mentioned  wall,  fell  ill,  and  departed  this  life,  when  he  had 
reigned  forty-three  years.  And  his  son  Evilmerodach  ob- 
tained the  kingdom.  He  reigned  in  a  lawless  and  high- 
handed manner,  and  had  a  plot  laid  against  him  by  Neri- 
glissoor,  his  sister's  husband,  and  was  slain  by  him  when 
he  had  reigned  two  years.  After  he  was  slain,  Neriglissoor, 
who  had  plotted  against  him,  succeeded  him  in  the  kingdom, 
and  reigned  four  years ;  and  his  son  Laborosoarchod  ob- 
tained the  kingdom,  though  he  was  but  a  lad,  and  kept  it 
nine  months,  but  because  he  seemed  in  most  respects  an 
ill-disposed  lad,  he  was  beaten  to  death  by  his  friends. 
After  his  death  the  conspirators  assembled  together,  and 

'  Reading  tKiZvog. 

^  South  of  the  Caucasus,  between  the  Black  Sea  and  the  Caspian. 
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by  common  consent  put  the  crown  upon  the  head  of  Nabon- 
nedus,  a  Babylonian  who  had  taken  part  in  the  insurrection 
against  Laborosoarchod.  It  was  in  liis  reign  that  the  walls 
of  the  city  of  Babylon  near  the  river  were  handsomely 
built  of  burnt  brick  and  bitumen.  But  in  the  seventeenth 
year  of  his  reign,  Cyrus  came  out  of  Persia  with,  a  great 
army,  and  having  already  conquered  all  the  rest  of  Asia, 
marched  into  Babylonia.  When  Nabonnedus  perceived  lie 
was  coming  to  attack  him,  he  met  him  with  his  forces,  and 
joined  battle  with  him,  and  was  beaten,  and  fled  away  with 
a  few  of  his  troops  with  him,  and  was  shut  up  within  the  city 
of  Borsippus.'  Thereupon  Cyrus  took  Babylon,  and  gave 
orders  that  the  outer  walls  of  the  city  should  be  demolished, 
because  the  city  had  proved  very  troublesome  and  hard  to 
him  to  take.  He  then  marched  away  to  Borsippus  to  besiege 
Nabonnedus ;  but  as  Nabonnedus  did  not  wait  for  a  siege, 
but  delivered  himself  first  into  his  hands,  he  was  kindly 
treated  by  Cyrus,  who  gave  him  Carmania  ^  to  dwell  in,  but 
sent  him  out  of  Babylonia.  And  Nabonnedus  spent  the 
rest  of  his  time  in  that  country,  and  there  died." 

§  21.  This  account  states  the  truth  as  in  our  books.  For 
it  is  written  in  them  that  Nabuchodonosor  in  the  eigh- 
teenth year  of  his  reign  destroyed  our  temple,  and  that  it 
remained  in  that  state  for  fifty  years  ;  but  that  in  the  second 
year  of  the  reign  of  Cyrus  its  foundations  were  laid  again, 
and  it  was  finished  in  the  second  year  of  the  reign  of 
Darius.  I  will  now  add  the  records  of  the  Phoenicians ; 
for  we  must  not  omit  to  give  abundance  of  proofs.  The 
following  is  the  computation  of  the  chronology.  "  Nabu- 
chodonosor besieged  Tyre  for  thirteen  years,  in  the  days  of 
Ithobalus  their  king.  After  him  reigned  Baal  ten  years. 
After  him  were  judges  appointed,  who  judged  the  people, 
as  Ecnibalus,  the  son  of  Baslachus,  two  months,  Chelbes, 
the  son  of  Abdseus,  ten  months,  Abbar,  the  high  priest, 
three  months,  Mytgonus  and  Gerastratus,  the  sons  of 
Abdelemus,  were  judges  six  years.  After  them  Balatorus 
reigned  one  year  ;  after  whose  death  they  sent  and  fetched 
Merbalus  from  Babylon,  who  reigned  four  years.     After 

^  Borsippa,  Birs  Nimrud,  on  the  Tigris. 

*  On  the  northern  side  of  the  Persian  Gulf;  it  included  parts  of 
Laristan,  Kirma7i  and  Moghistan. 
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his  death  they  sent  for  liis  brother  Hiram,  who  reigned 
twenty  years.  Under  his  reign  Cyrus  became  king  of 
Persia."  So  that  the  whole  time  is  fifty-four  years  and 
three  months  ;  for  Nabuchodonosor  began  to  besiege  Tyre 
in  the  seventh  year  of  his  reign,  and  Cyrus  the  Persian  took 
the  kingdom  in  the  fourteenth  year  of  the  reign  of  Hiram. 
And  so  the  records  of  the  Chaldaeans  and  Tyrians  agree 
with  our  writings  about  the  temple,  and  the  testimonies 
here  produced  are  an  admitted  and  indisputable  attestation 
to  the  antiquity  of  our  nation.  And  I  suppose  that  what 
I  have  already  said  will  be  sufficient  for  such  as  are  not  very 
contentious. 

§  22.  But  now  it  is  proper  to  satisfy  the  desire  of  those 
who  disbelieve  the  records  of  barbarians,  and  think  none 
but  Greeks  worthy  of  credit,  and  to  produce  many  of  those 
very  Greeks  who  were  acquainted  with  our  nation,  and  to 
quote  such  as,  when  occasion  demanded,  have  made  mention 
of  us  in  their  writings.  Pythagoras  then  of  Samos,^  who 
lived  in  very  ancient  times,  and  was  esteemed  superior  to 
all  philosophers  in  wisdom  and  piety  towards  God,  j^lainly 
not  only  knew  of  our  doctrines,  but  was  to  a  very  great 
degree  an  admirer  of  them.  There  is  not  indeed  extant 
any  admitted  writing  of  his,  but  many  have  written  his 
history,  of  whom  Hermippus  is  the  most  celebrated,  who 
was  a  person  very  painstaking  in  all  sorts  of  history. 
Now  Hermippus,  in  his  first  book  concerning  Pythagoras, 
speaks  as  follows.  "  Pythagoras,  upon  the  death  of  one  of 
his  intimate  friends,  whose  name  was  Calliphon,  a  native 
of  Crotona,^  affirmed  that  this  man's  soul  conversed  with 
him  both  night  and  day,  and  enjoined  him  not  to  pass  over 
a  place  where  an  ass  had  fallen  down,  as  also  not  to  drink 
such  waters  as  caused  thirst  again,  and  to  abstain  from  all 
railing."  After  which  he  adds  the  following  words.  "  This 
he  did  and  said  in  imitation  of  the  doctrines  of  the  Jews 
and  Thracians,  which  he  transferred  into  his  own  philo- 
sophy." For  it  is  very  truly  affirmed  of  this  Pythagoras, 
that  he  transferred  a  great  many  of  the  ideas  of  the  Jews 
into  his  own  philosophy.     Nor  was  our  nation  unknown  of 

^  The  island.     Jewish  War,  i.  21,  §  11. 
^   Cotro?ie,  in  Southern  Italy. 
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old  to  several  of  the  G-reek  cities,  indeed  it  was  tlioiight 
worthy  of  imitation  bv  some  of  them.  This  is  shown  by 
Theophrastus,  in  his  writings  concerning  laws.  For  he  says 
that  the  laws  of  the  Tyrians  forbid  men  to  swear  foreign 
oaths ;  among  which  he  enumerates  several  others,  and  par- 
ticularly that  called  Corban ;  which  oath  can  only  be  found 
among  the  Jews,  and  signifies,  as  one  may  say,  when  trans- 
lated from  the  Hebrew,  A  gift  of  God.  Nor  indeed  was  Hero- 
dotus of  Halicarnassus  '  unacquainted  with  our  nation,  but 
clearly  mentions  us  in  the  following  passage  in  his  second 
book,-  speaking  about  the  Colchians.^  His  words  are  as 
follows.  "  The  only  people  circumcised  originally  were  the 
Colchians,  the  Egyptians,  and  the  Ethiopians.  For  the 
Phoenicians,  and  those  Syrians  that  are  in  Palestine,  confess 
that  they  learned  it  from  the  Egyptians.  As  for  those  Sy- 
rians who  live  near  the  rivers  Thermodon*  and  Parthenius," 
and  their  neighbours  the  Macrones,  they  say  they  learned 
it  recently  from  the  Colchians.  And  these  are  the  only 
people  that  are  circumcised  among  mankind,  and  appear  to 
have  acted  in  the  same  way  as  the  Egyptians.  As  for  the 
Egyptians  and  Ethiopians  themselves,  I  am  not  able  to  say 
which  of  them  learnt  the  practice  from  the  other."  Thus 
Herodotus  says  that  the  Syrians  that  are  in  Palestine  prac- 
tise circumcision  ;  but  there  are  no  inhabitants  of  Palestine 
that  are  circumcised  except  the  Jews ;  and  so  Herodotus 
must  have  known  and  spoken  of  them.  Choerilus  also,  a  still 
older  writer,  and  a  poet,  mentions  of  our  nation  that  it  shared 
in  the  expedition  of  Xerxes  king  of  the  Persians  against 
Greece.  For  in  his  enumeration  of  all  the  nations  that  did  so, 
he  last  of  all  inserts  ours  among  the  rest,  when  he  says,  "  Be- 
hind there  passed  over  a  peoj^le,  wonderful  to  look  at,  who 
spoke  the  Phoenician  tongue  with  their  mouths  ;  they  dwelt 
among  the  mountains  of  Solyma  near  a  broad  lake :  their 
heads  were  rough  and  shaven  all  round,  and  on  the  top 
of  them  they  wore  the  smoke-dried  hides  of  horses'  heads." 
Now  I  think  it  is  evident  to  everybody  that  Choerilus  means 

^  Budrum,  on  the  south-west  coast  of  Asia  Minor. 
-  Herodotus,  ii.  104. 

^  On  the  east  and  south-east  shores  of  the  Black  Sea. 
''   Thermeh,  one  of  the  rivers  of  Pontus,  east  of  Samsun. 
■'  A  river  of  Paphlagonia,  now  the  Bartan  Su. 


198  THE    WORKS    OF    FLAVIUS    JOSEPHUS.         [bOOK  I, 

lis,  because  the  mountains  of  Solyma  ^  are  in  our  country, 
which  we  inhabit,  as  is  also  the  lake  called  Asphaltitis,  which 
is  a  broader  and  larger  lake  than  any  other  that  is  in  Syria : 
and  so  Choerilus  makes  mention  of  us.  And  that  not  only 
the  commonest  Greeks,  but  those  that  are  held  in  the  greatest 
admiration  for  their  philosophy,  both  knew  and  admired 
the  Jews,  when  they  fell  in  with  any  of  them,  is  easy 
to  show.  For  Clearchus,  who  was  a  pupil  of  Aristotle, 
and  inferior  to  none  of  the  Peripatetics,  says  in  his  first 
book  concerning  sleep,  that  Aristotle  his  master  related 
what  follows  of  a  Jew,  and  sets  down  Aristotle's  own  ac- 
count, which  is  as  follows.  "  It  would  be  too  long  to  re- 
cite a  great  part  of  what  this  Jew  said,  but  it  may  not  be 
amiss  to  quote  what  includes  in  it  both  wonder  and  philo- 
sophy. Know  clearly,  said  he,  Hyperochides,  I  shall  seem 
to  thee  to  relate  things  like  dreams.  Then  Hyperochides 
answered  modestly,  and  said,  For  that  very  reason  all  of 
us  desire  to  hear  what  you  are  going  to  say.  Then,  replied 
Aristotle,  according  to  the  rule  of  the  rhetoricians,  let  us 
first  give  an  account  of  the  man's  nation,  that  so  we  may 
not  disobey  our  masters  in  our  narrative.  Then  said  Hypero- 
chides, Say  whatever  you  please.  This  man  then  [answered 
Aristotle]  was  by  race  a  Jew,  and  came  from  Coele-Syria  ;^ 
these  Jews  are  descendants  of  the  Indian  philosophers. 
For  philosophers  are  called  by  the  Indians  Calani,  and  by 
the  Syrians  Judsei,  getting  that  name  from  the  country  they 
inhabit,  which  is  called  Judaea.  And  the  name  of  their  city 
is  a  very  strange  one,  for  they  call  it  Jerusalem.  Now  this 
man,  being  hospitably  treated  by  a  great  many,  and  coming 
down  from  the  interior  of  the  country  to  the  parts  near 
the  sea,  was  a  Greek  not  only  in  his  language,  but  in  his 
soul  also.  And  when  we  ourselves  dwelt  in  Asia  at  that 
time,  he  came  to  the  same  places  where  we  were  and  con- 
versed with  us,  and  with  other  philosophical  persons,  and 
tested  their  wisdom.  And  as  he  had  lived  with  many  learned 
men,  he  communicated  to  us  more  information  than  he  re- 
ceived from  us."  This  is  Aristotle's  account  of  the  matter, 
as  given  us  by  Clearchus,  and  Aristotle  spoke  also  of  the 

^  The  mountains  of  Judaea  are  apparently  intended. 
2  The  valley  between   Lebanon   and   Anti-Lebanon.     Jewish  War, 
i.4,  §8. 
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great  and  wonderful  self-denial  of  this  Jew  in  his  diet  and 
ehaste  way  of  living.  And  those  that  please  may  learn 
more  about  him  from  Clearchus'  book  itself :  for  I  avoid 
quoting  any  more  than  is  sufficient  for  my  purpose.  Now 
Clearchus  said  this,  and  made  mention  of  us,  by  way  of 
digression,  for  his  main  design  was  of  another  nature.  But 
Hecataeus  of  Abdera,*  who  was  both  a  philosopher  and  very 
competent  in  active  life,  and  was  a  contemporary  of  king 
Alexander  in  his  youth,  and  was  afterwards  associated  with 
Ptolemy  the  son  of  Lagus,  did  not  write  about  the  Jewish 
aifairs  cursorily  only,  but  composed  an  entire  book  about 
the  Jews  themselves,  from  which  book  I  intend  to  extract 
briefly  a  few  things  of  which  I  have  been  treating.  And 
first  I  shall  show  the  time  wdien  this  Hecataeus  lived ;  for 
he  mentions  the  fight  between  Ptolemy  and  Demetrius 
near  Gaza,"  which  was  fought  the  eleventh  year  after  the 
death  of  Alexander,  and  in  the  one  hundred  and  seven- 
teenth Olympiad,  as  Castor  says  in  his  history.  For  when 
he  had  mentioned  that  Olympiad,  he  says,  "  In  this 
Olympiad  Ptolemy,  the  son  of  Lagus,  beat  in  battle  at 
G-aza  Demetrius,  the  son  of  Antigonus,  who  was  called 
Poliorcetes."  Now  it  is  agreed  by  everybody  that  Alex- 
ander died  in  the  hundred  and  fourteenth  Olympiad.  It 
is  therefore  evident  that  our  nation  flourished  in  his  time, 
and  in  the  time  of  Alexander.  Again  Hecataeus  speaks  as 
follows.  "Ptolemy  got  possession  of  the  places  in  Syria 
after  the  battle  at  Gaza ;  and  many  men,  when  they  heard 
of  Ptolemy's  moderation  and  humanity,  wished  to  go  with 
him  to  Egypt,  and  to  share  his  fortunes  ;  one  of  whom 
(Hecataeus  says)  was  Hezekiah,  the  high  priest  of  the  Jews, 
a  man  of  about  sixty-six  years  of  age,  held  in  great  esteem 
among  his  own  people,  and  a  very  sensible  man,  and  a 
very  good  speaker,  and  very  skilful  in  the  management  of 
affairs,  if  any  one  ever  was  ;  and  yet,  he  says,  all  the  priests 
of  the  Jews,  who  took  tithes  of  the  products  of  the  earth, 
and  managed  public  affairs,  were  in  number  about  fifteen 
hundred,"  Hecataeus  mentions  this  Hezekiah  a  second 
time,  and  says,  "  As  he  received  this  honour,  and  became 

^  A  town  on  tlie  south  coast  of  Thrace. 
^  Gkusceh.     Jewish  War,  i.  4.  §  2. 
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intimate  with  us,  he  took  some  of  those  that  were  with 
him,  and  read  to  them  all  the  difference  between  their 
habits  and  ours,  as  he  had  our  habitation  and  polity  down 
in  writing."  Hecatseus  shows  again  what  regard  we  pay  to 
our  laws,  and  that  we  resolve  to  endure  any  thing  rather 
than  transgress  them,  because  we  think  it  right  to  act  so. 
"  And  so  (he  adds)  although  the  Jews  are  in  bad  reputa- 
tion among  their  neighbours,  and  among  all  strangers  that 
visit  them,  and  have  been  often  treated  very  badly  by  the 
kings  and  satraps  of  Persia,  yet  can  they  not  be  dissuaded 
from  acting  as  they  think  right,  but  in  their  forlorn  condi- 
tion most  bravely  bear  the  torments  inflicted  upon  them, 
and  the  most  terrible  kinds  of  death,  on  this  account,  and 
will  not  renounce  the  religion  of  their  forefathers."  Heca- 
tseus also  affords  not  a  few  proofs  of  this  obstinacy  of  theirs 
in  regard  to  their  laws.  For  he  says,  "  When  Alexander 
was  once  at  Babylon,  and  purposed  to  rebuild  the  temple  of 
Belus  that  was  fallen  to  decay,  and  so  commanded  all  his 
soldiers  alike  to  bring  earth  there,  the  Jews  and  they  only 
would  not  comply  with  that  command,  but  underwent 
many  stripes  and  suffered  great  punishments,  till  the  king 
forgave  them,  and  j^ermitted  them  to  live  in  quiet."  He 
adds  further,  "That  when  the  Macedonians  went  into 
their  country,  and  constructed  temples  and  altars,  the 
Jews  demolished  them  all,  and  either  paid  the  penalty  to 
the  satraps,  or  sometimes  obtained  forgiveness.  He  adds 
further,  "  That  these  men  deserve  to  be  admired  on  that 
account."  He  also  speaks  of  the  populousness  of  our  nation, 
and  says,  "  That  the  Persians  formerly  carried  away  many 
myriads  of  our  people  to  Babylon,  as  also  that  not  a  few 
myriads  were  removed  after  Alexander's  death  into  Egypt 
and  Phoenice,  because  of  an  insurrection  that  arose  in 
Syria."  The  same  Hecataeus  has  recorded  in  his  history 
the  extent  of  the  country  which  we  inhabit,  as  well  as  its 
beauty ;  for  he  says,  "  The  land  which  the  Jews  inhabit 
contains  three  millions  of  arourae,^  and  is  generally  of  most 

^  This  number  of  arourse,  or  Egyptian  acres,  as  contained  in  the 
country  of  JudiPa,  will  be  about  one-third  of  the  entire  number  of 
arourai  in  the  whole  land  of  Jud.-ea,  supposing  it  160  miles  Jong,  and 
seventy  miles  broad;  which  estimation,  for  the  fruitful  parts  of  it,  as 
perhaps  here  in  Hecataeus,  is  not  therefore  very  wide  from  the  truth. 
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excellent  and  fruitful  soil ;  for  such  are  tlie  dimensions  of 
Judaea,"  Moreover,  that  we  have  inhabited  from  the  most 
ancient  times  the  most  beautiful  and  large  city  of  Jerusalem, 
as  also  about  our  population,  and  about  the  construction  of 
the  temple,  he  speaks  as  follows.  "  There  are  many  strong- 
holds and  villages  in  the  country  of  Judaea ;  and  one  strong- 
city  there  is,  about  fifty  furlongs  in  circumference,  which  is 
inhabited  by  about  a  hundred  and  twenty  thousand  men ; 
they  call  it  Jerusalem.  There  is  about  the  middle  of  the 
city  an  enclosure  of  stone,  in  length  five  hundred  feet,  and 
in  breadth  a  hundred  cubits,  with  two  gates.  And  in  this 
enclosure  is  a  square  altar,  not  made  of  hewn  stone,  but 
merely  composed  of  unwrought  stones  gathered  together, 
having  each  side  twenty  cubits  long,  and  in  height  ten 
cubits.  Hard  by  it  is  a  large  edifice,  wherein  is  an  altar 
and  candlestick  both  of  gold,  two  talents  in  weight.  Upon 
these  is  a  light  that  is  never  extinguished  either  by  night 
or  day.  And  there  is  no  image  or  votive  offering  therein 
at  all,  nor  is  there  any  thing  planted  there  at  all,  as  grove 
or  any  thing  else  of  the  kind.  The  priests  stay  in  the 
temple  both  nights  and  days,  performing  certain  purifi- 
cations, and  drinking  not  the  least  drop  of  wine  while  they 
are  in  the  temple."  Moreover  he  attests  that  we  Jews 
served  in  the  army  under  king  Alexander,  and  afterwards 
under  his  successors.  I  will  add  further  what  he  says 
happened  in  the  case  of  a  man  who  was  a  Jew,  when  he 
was  himself  on  the  same  expedition.  His  words  are  as 
follows.  "  As  I  was  myself  going  to  the  Red  Sea,  we 
were  accompanied  by  a  man  whose  name  was  Mosollamus, 
who  was  one  of  the  Jewish  horsemen  who  conducted  us ; 
he  was  a  person  of  great  courage,  and  of  a  strong  body. 

The  fifty  furlongs  in  compass  for  the  city  of  Jerusalem  presently  are 
not  very  wide  from  the  truth  also,  as  Josephus  himself,  Jewish  War,  v. 
4,  §  3,  makes  its  wall  thirty-three  furlongs,  besides  the  suburbs  and 
gardens;  nay,  he  says,  v.  12,  §  2,  that  Titus'  wall  about  it,  at  some 
small  distance,  after  the  gardens  and  suburbs  were  destoyed,  was  not 
less  than  thirty-nine  furlongs.  Nor  perhaps  were  its  constant  inha- 
bitants, in  tlie  days  of  Hecatieus,  many  more  than  these  120,000,  because 
room  was  always  to  be  left  for  vastly  greater  numbers  which  came  up  at 
the  three  great  festivals;  to  say  nothing  of  the  probable  increase  in 
their  number  between  the  days  of  Hecatoeus  and  Josephus,  which  was 
at  least  300  years. — W. 
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and  allowed  by  all  to  be  the  most  skilful  archer  either 
among  the  Greeks  or  barbarians.  Now  this  man,  as 
many  were  passing  along  the  road,  and  a  certain  augur 
was  observing  a  bird  for  the  purj^ose  of  augury,  and 
required  them  all  to  stand  still,  inquired  why  they  halted. 
Thereupon  the  augur  showed  him  the  bird  from  which 
he  was  taking  his  augury,  and  told  him,  if  the  bird 
stayed  where  it  was,  they  ought  all  to  stand  still,  but  if  it 
got  up  and  flew  on  they  must  go  forward,  but  if  it  flew 
back,  they  must  retire  again.  Mosollamus  made  no  reply, 
but  drew  his  bow,  and  shot  at  the  bird,  and  hit  it,  and 
killed  it.  And  as  the  augur  and  some  others  were  very 
angry,  and  uttered  imprecations  against  him,  he  answered 
them  as  follows.  "  Why  are  you  so  mad  as  to  take  this 
most  unhappy  bird  into  your  hands  ?  for  how  can  this  bird 
give  us  any  true  information  concerning  our  march,  seeing 
that  it  could  not  foresee  how  to  save  itself  ;  for  had  it  been 
able  to  foreknow  the  future,  it  would  not  have  come  to 
this  place,  but  would  have  been  afraid  that  Mosollamus 
the  Jew  would  shoot  at  it,  and  kill  it."  But  of  Hecataeus' 
testimonies  I  have  said  enough :  for  such  as  desire  to  know 
more  of  them  can  easily  peruse  his  book.  However,  I 
shall  not  shrink  from  naming  Agatharchides,  who  has 
mentioned  us  Jews,  though  in  way  of  derision  at  our  sim- 
plicity, as  he  supposes  it  to  be,  in  narrating  about  Strato- 
nice,  how  she  went  out  of  Macedonia  into  Syria,  and  left 
her  husband  Demetrius,  though  Seleucus  would  not  marry 
her  as  she  expected,  and  how,  while  he  was  raising  an  army 
at  Babylon,  she  stirred  up  an  insurrection  at  Antioch ; 
and  how,  upon  the  king's  return  and  capture  of  Antioch, 
she  fled  to  Seleucia,^  and  though  it  was  in  her  power  to 
sail  away  immediately,  listened  to  a  dream  that  forbade 
her  to  do  so,  and  so  was  taken  and  put  to  death.  When 
Agatharchides  had  related  this  story,  and  jested  at  Strato- 
nice  for  her  superstition,  he  gives  a  similar  example  of 
what  was  reported  about  us,  and  writes  as  follows.  "  There 
are  a  people  called  Jews,  who  dwell  in  the  strongest  of  all 
cities,  which  its  inhabitants  call  Jerusalem,  who  are  accus- 
tomed to  rest  every  seventh  day,"  at  which  times  they  do 

^  Seleucia,  the  port  of  Antioch,  near  the  mouth  of  the  Orontes. 

^  A  glorious  testimony  this  of  the  observation  of  the  Sabbath  by  the 
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not  carry  arms,  nor  meddle  -with  Imsbandry,  nor  attend 
to  any  of  the  affairs  of  life,  but  spread  out  their  hands 
in  their  temple,  and  pray  till  the  evening.  Now  when 
Ptolemy,  the  son  of  Lagus,  came  into  this  city  with  his 
army,  these  men  observed  this  mad  custom  of  theirs  in- 
stead of  guarding  the  city,  and  so  their  country  had  to 
submit  to  a  bitter  lord,  and  their  law  was  openly  proved 
to  have  a  foolish  practice.  This  event  taught  all  other 
men  but  the  Jews  to  disregard  dreams,  and  traditional 
fancies  of  their  law,  when  in  the  uncertainty  of  human 
reason  they  were  at  a  loss  what  to  do."  Now  this  be- 
haviour of  ours  seems  ridiculous  to  Agatharchides,  but  it 
will  appear  great  and  worthy  of  many  encomiums,  to  such 
as  consider  it  without  prejudice,  that  any  people  should 
constantly  prefer  the  observation  of  their  laws,  and  their 
religion  towards  God,  to  the  preservation  of  themselves 
and  their  country. 

§  23.  Next,  I  think  I  can  prove  that  some  writers  have 
omitted  to  mention  our  nation,  not  because  they  knew  no- 
thing of  us,  but  because  they  envied  us,  or  for  some  other 
unjustifiable  reasons.  For  Hieronymus,  who  wrote  the 
history  of  [Alexander's]  successors,  lived  at  the  same  time 
as  Hecataeus,  and  was  a  friend  of  king  Antigonus,  and  was 
governor  of  Syria.  But  Hecataeus  wrote  an  entire  book 
concerning  us,  while  Hieronymus  nowhere  mentions  us  in 
his  history,  although  he  was  bred  up  very  near  the  places 
where  we  live.  So  different  are  the  views  of  men ;  while 
the  one  thought  we  deserved  careful  attention,  some  ill- 
disposed  passion  blinded  the  other's  mind  so  entirely,  that 
he  could  not  discern  the  truth.  However,  these  records  of 
the  Egyptians  and  Chaldaeans  and  Phcenicians,  and  so 
many  of  the  Greek  writers  in  addition  to  them,  are  certainly 
sufficient  to  prove  our  antiquity.  Moreover,  besides  those 
I  have  mentioned,  Theophilus,  and  Theodotus,  and  Mnaseas, 
and  Aristophanes,  and  Hermogenes,  and  Euhemerus,  and 
Conon,  and  Zopyrion,  and  perhaps  several  others  (for  I 
have  not  perused  all  books),  have  made  no  mere  incidental 
mention  of  us.     It  is  true  that  most  of  those  I  have  men- 


Jews.     See  Antiq.  xvi.  2,  §  4,  and  6,  §  2 ;  Life,  §  54 :  and  Jewish  War, 
iv.  9,§  12.— W. 
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tioned  have  made  mistakes  about  the  true  history  of  our 
nation  in  the  earliest  times,  because  they  had  not  perused 
our  sacred  books ;  but  all  of  them  in  common  have  borne 
testimony  to  our  antiquity,  the  subject  which  I  am  now 
treating.  And  Demetrius  Phalereus,  and  the  elder  Philo, 
and  Euj^olemus,  have  not  greatly  deviated  from  absolute 
correctness.  Their  mistakes  ought  therefore  to  be  forgiven 
them ;  for  it  was  not  in  their  power  to  follow  our  writings 
with  entire  accuracy. 

§  24.  One  main  point  still  remains  of  those  I  at  first 
proposed  to  speak  about,  and  that  is  to  show  that  the 
calumnies  and  reproaches,  which  some  have  thrown  upon 
our  nation,  are  lies,  and  to  make  use  of  those  writers' 
own  testimonies  against  themselves.  For  that  this  has 
happened  to  many  other  authors,  because  of  their  ill-will 
to  some  people,  I  think  is  not  unknown  to  such  as  have 
read  histories  with  sufficient  care.  For  some  writers  have 
endeavoured  to  tarnish  the  lustre  of  nations  and  most 
glorious  cities,  and  to  cast  reproaches  upon  certain  forms 
of  government.  Thus  Theopompus  railed  against  Athens, 
and  Polycrates  against  Lacedsemon,  as  he  that  wrote  the 
Tripoliticus  (who  is  not  Theopompus,  as  is  supposed  by 
some)  did  against  Thebes.^  Timaeus  also  in  his  histories  has 
greatly  railed  against  those  states  I  have  mentioned  and 
against  others  also.  And  they  act  so  chiefly  when  they 
have  to  deal  with  people  of  the  greatest  reputation,  some 
out  of  envy  and  malignity,  and  others  supposing  that 
by  their  novel  style  of  writing  they  may  be  thought 
worthy  of  being  remembered  themselves.  And  indeed 
they  do  by  no  means  fail  of  this  hope  among  foolish 
people,  but  men  of  sober  judgment  censure  their  great 
malignity. 

§  25.  Now  the  Egy2:)tians  were  the  first  that  cast  re- 
proaches upon  us;  and  some  others,  wishing  to  please  them, 
attempted  to  j^ervert  the  truth,  who  would  neither  own 
that  our  forefathers  went  into  Egypt  from  another  country, 
as  the  fact  was,  nor  would  give  the  true  account  of  our 
departure  from  thence.  And  indeed  the  Egyptians  had 
many  reasons  to  hate  and  envy  us,  first  because  our  ances- 

•  Thebes  in  Boeotia. 
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tors  ^  ruled  over  their  country,  and  when  they  removed 
from  Egypt  to  their  own  country  again,  lived  there  in 
prosperity ;  and  next  the  difference  between  our  religion 
and  theirs  excited  great  animosity  in  them,  as  our  mode  of 
divine  worship  did  as  much  exceed  that  which  their  laws 
appointed,  as  the  nature  of  God  exceeds  that  of  brute 
beasts.  For  it  is  the  common  custom  of  their  country  to 
esteem  animals  as  gods,  although  they  differ  individually 
in  the  worship  they  pay  to  them,  being  men  entirely  stupid 
and  foolish,  accustomed  from  the  beginning  to  have  erro- 
neous ideas  about  the  gods.  For  they  could  not  induce 
themselves  to  imitate  the  dignity  of  our  theology,  but 
when  they  saw  us  approved  of  by  many,  they  were  moved 
with  envy.  For  some  of  them  proceeded  to  that  degree 
of  folly  and  meanness,  that  they  did  not  scruple  to  con- 
tradict their  own  ancient  records,  nay,  to  contradict  them- 
selves also  in  their  writings,  and  yet  were  so  blinded  by 
their  passions  as  not  to  discern  it. 

§  26.  I  will  now  turn  my  discourse  to  one  of  their  prin- 
cipal writers,  whom  I  quoted  a  little  before  as  a  witness  to 
our  antiquity,  I  mean  Manetho.  Now  he,  having  under- 
taken to  interpret  the  Egyptian  history  out  of  the  sacred 
writings,  first  stated  that  our  ancestors  had  come  into 
Egypt,  many  myriads  in  number,  and  subdued  its  inhabi- 
tants, and  then  himself  confessed  that  they  went  out  of 
that  country  some  time  afterwards  and  settled  in  the 
country  which  is  now  called  Judaea,  and  founded  Jeru- 
salem and  built  the  temple.  Now  thus  far  he  followed 
the  ancient  records,  but  afterwards  he  2^<^rmitted  himself, 
that  he  might  say  he  had  recorded "  the  legends  and  stories 
current  about  the  Jews,  to  introduce  incredible  narrations, 
wishing  to  mix  up  with  us  the  multitude  of  the  Egy2)tians, 
who  were  lepers,  and  were  condemned  for  other  distem- 
pers, as  he  says,  to  flee  from  Egypt.  For  he  mentions 
king  Amenophis,  a  fictitious  name,  and  so  he  durst  not 
set  down  the  number  of  years  of  his  reign,  though  he 
had  accurately  done  so  as  to  the  other  kings  he  mentions. 


^  The  Phoenician  shepherds,  whom  Josephus  mistook  for  the  Israelites. 
See  §  le.—VV. 

'^  I  read  <pavai  ypdx(/ai. 
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and  ascribes  certain  fabulous  stories  to  this  kino^,  having 
pretty  well  forgotten  what  he  had  before  related,  that 
the  departure  of  the  shepherds  for  Jerusalem  was  five 
hundred  and  eighteen  years  before ;  for  Tethmosis  was 
king  when  they  departed.  Now  the  reigns  of  the  kings 
afterwards,  according  to  Manetho,  amounted  to  three  hun- 
dred and  ninety-three  years,  to  the  two  brothers  Sethos  and 
Hermaeus,  of  whom  the  one  Sethos  was  also  called  ^gyptus, 
and  the  other  Hermaeus  was  called  Danaus.  He  also  says 
that  Sethos  expelled  Hermaeus  from  Egypt,  and  reigned 
fifty -nine  years,  and  that  his  eldest  son  Eampses  reigned 
after  him  sixty- six  years.  Wlien  Manetho  had  therefore 
acknowledged  that  our  forefathers  had  gone  out  of  Egypt 
so  many  years  before,  he  then  introduces  his  fictitious 
king  Amenophis,  and  says  that  he  desired  to  see  the  gods, 
as  Orus,  one  of  his  predecessors  in  the  kingdom,  had  done, 
and  that  he  communicated  his  desire  to  his  namesake 
Amenophis,  the  son  of  Paapis,  who  seemed  to  partake 
■of  a  divine  nature  both  as  to  wisdom  and  the  know- 
ledge of  the  future.  Manetho  adds  that  this  namesake  of 
his  told  him  that  he  might  see  the  gods,  if  he  would  clear 
the  whole  country  of  the  lepers  and  other  impure  people ; 
and  that  the  king  was  pleased  with  this  answer,  and 
got  together  all  that  had  any  defect  in  their  bodies  in 
Eg\^t  (the  number  of  whom  was  eighty  thousand),  whom 
he  sent  to  the  cpiarries  which  were  on  the  east  side  of  the 
Nile,  that  they  might  work  in  them,  and  might  be  sepa- 
rated from  the  rest  of  the  Egyptians.  He  says  also  that 
there  were  some  of  the  learned  priests  among  them  afflicted 
with  the  leprosy.  Now  this  Amenophis,  the  wise  man  and 
seer,  was  afraid  that  the  gods  would  be  angry  at  him  and 
at  the  king,  if  violence  should  appear  to  have  been  offered 
these  afflicted  persons ;  and  he  also  added  that  certain  people 
would  come  to  the  assistance  of  these  impure  persons,  and 
would  be  masters  of  Egypt  for  thirteen  years.  However, 
he  durst  not  tell  the  king  of  these  things,  but  he  left 
a  writing  behind  him  about  all  these  matters,  and  then 
slew  himself.  And  the  king  was  disconsolate.  After  which 
Manetho  writes  as  follows  verbatim.  "After  those  that  were 
sent  to  work  in  the  quarries  had  continued  in  that  miser- 
Able  state  for  a  long  while,  the  king  being  asked  that  he 
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would  set  apart  the  city  of  Auaris/  wliicli  was  then  left 
empty  of  shepherds,  for  their  habitation  and  protection, 
granted  what  was  asked.  Now  this  city,  according  to  the 
ancient  theology,  was  Typhon's  city.  And  when  these 
men  had  got  into  it,  and  found  the  place  fit  for  a  revolt, 
they  appointed  as  their  leader  one  of  the  priests  of  Helio- 
l^olis,"  whose  name  was  Osarsij^h,  and  they  took  oaths  that 
they  would  be  obedient  to  him  in  all  things.  And  he  first 
drew  up  the  following  laws  for  them,  that  they  should 
neither  worship  the  Egyptian  gods,  nor  keep  their  hands  off 
any  of  those  sacred  animals  which  the  Egyptians  held  in 
the  highest  esteem,  but  kill  and  destroy  them  all,  and  that 
they  should  associate  with  none  but  those  that  belonged  to 
their  confederacy.  After  having  made  such  laws  as  these 
and  very  many  more,  mostly  contrary  to  the  customs  of 
the  Egyptians,  he  gave  orders  that  the  many  hands  they 
had  should  build  walls  round  their  city,  and  make  them- 
selves ready  for  a  war  against  king  Amenophis.  He  next, 
in  co-operation  with  the  other  priests  and  polluted  persons, 
sent  messengers  to  those  shepherds  who  had  been  driven  out 
of  the  land  by  Tethmosis  to  the  city  called  Jerusalem  ;  and 
informed  them  of  the  state  of  his  own  affairs,  and  of  those 
others  who  had  been  treated  in  an  ignominious  manner, 
and  begged  that  they  would  join  him  with  one  accord 
in  an  expedition  against  Egypt.  He  also  promised  that 
he  would  first  restore  them  to  their  ancestral  city  of 
Auaris,  and  provide  plentiful  maintenance  for  their  mul- 
titudes, and  that  he  would  fight  for  them  when  neces- 
sary, and  would  easily  bring  the  district  under  their 
dominion.  And  they  were  all  very  glad  at  this  message, 
and  set  out  with  zeal  all  together,  being  in  number  two 
hundred  thousand  men,  and  soon  reached  Auaris.  And 
Amenophis,  the  king  of  Egyj^t,  on  being  informed  of  their 
approach,  was  in  great  concern,  remembering  what  Ameno- 
phis, the  son  of  Paapis,  had  foretold  him.  And  first  he 
assembled  the  multitude  of  the  Egyptians,  and  took 
counsel  with  their  leaders,  and  had  the  sacred  animals  that 
were  chiefly  worshipped  in  their  temples  brought  to  him- 
self, and  i^articularly  charged  the  priests  that  they  should 

^  Now  Haoudr.  *  Matarhjeh,  N.N.E.  of  Cairo. 
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hide  the  images  of  the  gods  with  the  utmost  care.  He  also 
sent  his  son  Sethos  (who  was  also  called  Ramesses  after 
his  father  Rampses),  who  was  only  five  years  old,  to  a 
friend  of  his.  He  then  passed  on  with  the  rest  of  the 
Egyptians,  who  were  three  hundred  thousand  of  the  most 
warlike,  and  met  the  enemy,  but  did  not  join  battle  with 
them,  but  thinking  that  would  be  to  fight  against  the 
gods,  returned  back  and  went  to  Memphis,'  where  he  took 
Apis  and  the  other  sacred  animals  that  he  had  had  sent 
for,  and  at  once  marched  into  Ethiopia  with  his  whole 
army  and  multitude  of  Egyptians.  For  the  king  of 
Ethiopia  was  under  an  obligation  to  him,  so  he  received 
him,  and  took  care  of  all  the  multitudes  that  were  with 
him,  for  the  district  supplied  all  that  was  necessary  for 
the  food  of  the  men.  He  also  allotted  them  sufficient  cities 
and  villages  for  the  fated  thirteen  years  of  exile  from  the 
king's  dominions.  Moreover,  he  stationed  his  Ethiopian 
army  as  a  guard  for  king  Amenophis  and  his  men  on  the 
borders  of  Egypt.  Such  was  the  state  of  things  in  Ethiopia. 
But  the  people  of  Jerusalem,  when  they  invaded  Egypt 
with  the  polluted  Egyptians,  treated  the  people  in  such  a 
barbarous  manner,  that  their  conquest  seemed  the  worst  of 
evils  to  those  who  beheld  at  the  time  their  impious  deeds. 
For  they  not  only  set  cities  and  villages  on  fire,  and  were  not 
satisfied  with  being  guilty  of  sacrilege  and  destroying  the 
wooden  images  of  the  gods,  but  also  used  them  continually 
in  roasting  the  sacred  animals  that  used  to  be  worshipped^ 
and  forced  the  priests  and  prophets  to  be  the  sacrificers 
and  slayers  of  those  animals,  and  then  ejected  them  from 
the  country  naked.  It  is  also  reported,  that  the  priest, 
who  founded  their  polity  and  laws,  was  a  native  of  Helio- 
polis,  and  that  his  name  was  Osarsiph,  from  Osiris,  who 
was  the  god  of  Heliopolis,  but  that,  when  he  had  gone 
over  to  these  people,  his  name  was  changed,  and  he  was. 
called  Moses." 

§  27.  This  and  much  more,  which  I  omit  for  the  sake  of 
brevity,  do  the  Egyptians  relate  about  the  Jews.  And 
Manetho  says  again  that  Amenophis  returned  from 
Ethiopia   after  this  with   a  great   army,  as  did  his  son 

^  Jewish  War,  i.  9,  §  4. 
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Rampses  with  an  army  also,  and  that  both  of  them  joined 
battle  with  the  shepherds  and  the  polluted  people,  and  beat 
them,  and  slew  a  great  many  of  them,  and  pursued  them  as 
far  as  the  borders  of  Syria.  These  and  similar  accounts  are 
written  by  Manetho,  But  I  shall  prove  that  he  writes 
foolishly  and  tells  evident  lies,  after  I  have  first  made  a  re- 
mark which  will  bear  on  what  I  am  going  to  say  about 
him.  This  Manetho  has  conceded  and  admitted  that  our 
nation  was  not  originally  Egyptian,  but  had  come  from 
another  country,  and  subdued  Egypt,  and  then  went  away 
again  out  of  it.  And  I  shall  endeavour  to  prove  from 
Manetho's  own  account  that  those  Egyptians,  who  were 
thus  diseased  in  their  bodies,  were  not  associated  with  us 
afterwards,  and  that  Moses,  the  leader  of  the  people,  was 
not  one  of  them,  but  lived  many  generations  earlier. 

§  28.  Now  as  to  the  first  statement  in  his  romance, 
Manetho  supposes  what  is  ridiculous.  He  says  that  "  king 
Amenophis  desired  to  see  the  gods."  What  gods,  pray,  did 
he  desire  to  see  ?  If  he  meant  the  gods  whom  their  laws 
ordered  to  be  worshipped,  as  the  ox,  and  the  goat,  and  the 
crocodiles,  and  the  dog-faced  baboons,  he  saw  them  already ; 
but  how  could  he  see  the  heavenly  gods  ?  And  why  had 
he  this  desire  ?  Because,  by  Zeus,  another  king  before  him 
had  already  seen  them  !  He  had  therefore  learned  from 
him  what  sort  of  gods  they  were,  and  how  he  had  seen 
them,  so  that  he  did  not  stand  in  need  of  any  new  artifice. 
Furthermore,  Manetho  tells  us  that  this  prophet,  by  whom 
the  king  thought  to  compass  his  design,  was  a  wise  man. 
If  so,  how  came  he  not  to  know  that  his  desire  was  impos- 
sible ?  for  the  event  did  not  come  off.  And  what  grounds 
had  he  to  suppose  that  the  gods  could  not  be  seen  because 
of  people's  maims  in  their  bodies  or  leprosy  ?  for  the  gods 
are  not  angry  at  the  imperfection  of  bodies,  but  at  wicked 
acts.  And  as  to  eighty  thousand  persons,  who  were 
either  lepers  or  otherwise  afflicted,  how  is  it  possible 
they  could  have  been  gathered  together  in  one  day  ?  Nay, 
how  came  the  king  not  to  comply  with  the  prophet  ?  For  his 
injunction  was,  that  those  that  were  maimed  should  be  ex- 
pelled from  Egypt,  while  the  king  only  sent  them  to  work 
in  the  quarries,  as  if  he  were  rather  in  want  of  labourers 
than  intended  to  purge  the  country.    Manetho  says  also  that 

v.  p 
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the  prophet  slew  himself,  foreseeing  the  anger  of  the  gods, 
and  the  events  which  would  come  to  pass  in  Egypt  after- 
wards, and  that  he  left  his  prediction  for  the  king  in  writ- 
ing.    But  how  came  it  to  pass  that  the  prophet  did  not 
foreknow  his  own  death  at  first  ?  nav,  how  came  he  not  to 
contradict  the  king  at  once  when  he  desired  to  see  the 
gods?  how  was  that  fear  of  evils  that  were  not  to  happen 
in  his  lifetime  reasonable  ?  nay,  what  worse  thing  could 
he  have  suffered,  which  made  him  in   such  a   haste  to 
kill  himself?    But  now  let  us  see  the  silliest  thing  of  all. 
Although  the  king  had  been  informed  of  these  things,  and 
terrified  with  the  fear  of  what  was  to  come,  yet  did  he  not 
even  then  eject  these  maimed  people  out  of  his  country, 
though  it  had  been  foretold  him  that   he   was  to  clear 
Egypt  of  them ;  but,  as  Manetho  says,  "  he  then,  upon 
their  request,  gave  them  that  city  to  inhabit,  which  had 
formerly  been  inhabited  by  the  shepherds,  and  was  called 
Auaris.     And  when  they  had   gone   there  en  masse   (he 
continues),   they   chose   one   who   had  formerly   been    a 
j)riest,  and  native  of  Heliopolis,  to  be  their  leader,  and  he 
ordered  them  neither  to  worship  the  Egyptian  gods,  nor 
to  keep  their   hands   off   those   animals  that  were  wor- 
shipped by  the  Egyptians,  but  to  kill  and  eat  them  all, 
and   to   associate   with  nobody  but  those  who   belonged 
to  their  confederacy ;    and   he   bound  the   multitude   by 
oaths  that  they  would  verily  abide  by  his  laws ;  and  when 
he  had  fortified  Auaris,  he  made  war  against  the  king." 
Manetho  also  adds  that  "this  priest   sent  to  Jerusalem, 
to  invite  the  j)eople  there  to  come  to  his  assistance,  and 
promised  to  give  them  Auaris ;    for  it  had  belonged  to 
the  forefathers  of  those  who  would  come  from  Jerusalem ; 
for   they  might    make   it    their  j^oint   d'appui,   and   get 
possession  of  all  Egypt."     He  says  also  that  "  they  came 
with  an  army  of  two  hundred  thousand  men,  and  that 
Amenophis,  the  king  of  Egypt,  not  thinking  that  he  ought 
to  fight  against  the  gods,  ran  away  at  once  into  Ethiopia, 
and   committed   Apis   and    some   other   of    their    sacred 
animals  to  the  priests,  and  commanded  them  to  take  care 
of  them."     He  says  next  that  "the  people  of  Jerusalem 
came  and  overthrew  their  cities,  and  burnt  their  temples, 
and  slew  their  horsemen,  and  in  short  abstained  from  no 
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sort  of  wickedness  or  barbarity.  As  for  the  priest  who 
settled  their  polity  and  their  laws,  he  was  (he  says)  a 
native  of  Heliopolis,  and  his  name  was  Osarsiph,  from 
Osiris  the  god  of  Heliopolis,  but  he  changed  his  name,  and 
called  himself  Moses."  He  then  says  that "  in  the  thirteenth 
year  afterwards  Amenophis,  according  to  the  fated  time 
of  the  duration  of  his  exile,  set  out  from  Ethiopia  with  a 
great  army,  and  fought  a  battle  with  the  shepherds  and 
the  polluted  people,  and  overcame  them,  and  slew  a  great 
manv  of  them,  and  pursued  them  as  far  as  the  borders  of 
Syria." 

§  29.  Here  again  Manetho  does  not  reflect  upon  the 
improbability  of  his  false  account.  For  even  if  the  lej^ers 
and  the  multitude  with  them  were  before  angry  with  the 
king,  and  with  those  who  had  treated  them  so  badly,  ac- 
cording to  the  prediction  of  the  prophet,  yet  when  they  had 
come  out  of  the  quarries,  and  had  received  from  the  king 
a  city  and  district,  they  would  certainly  have  grown  milder 
towards  him.  But  if  they  did  hate  him,  they  might  have 
laid  a  private  plot  against  himself,  but  would  hardly  have 
made  war  against  all  the  Egyptians,  because  of  the  great 
quantity  of  kinsfolk  they  must  have  had,  as  they  were  so 
numerous.  Moreover,  if  they  had  resolved  to  fight  with 
the  men,  they  would  not  have  dared  to  fight  against  their 
gods,  nor  would  they  have  made  laws  quite  contrary  to 
those  of  their  own  country  in  which  they  had  been  them- 
selves bred  up.  But  we  ought  to  feel  beholden  to  Manetho, 
in  that  he  does  not  make  those  that  came  from  Jerusalem 
the  ringleaders  in  this  lawlessness,  but  says  that  it  was 
the  Egyptians  themselves,  and  that  it  was  their  priests  who 
mainly  contrived  these  things,  and  made  the  multitude  take 
their  oaths.  But  how  absurd  it  is  to  suppose  that  none  of 
these  people's  own  relations  or  friends  could  be  prevailed 
upon  to  revolt,  or  to  undergo  the  hazards  of  war  with  them, 
and  that  they  sent  to  Jerusalem  for  these  polluted  people, 
and  got  auxiliaries  from  thence  !  What  friendship,  pray, 
or  what  relations  had  there  formerly  been  between  them  ? 
Why,  on  the  contrary,  these  people  were  enemies,  and 
differed  from  them  in  most  of  their  customs.  And  he  says 
that  they  comphed  immediately,  upon  their  promising 
them  that  they  should  occupy  Egypt,  as  if  they  did  not 
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themselves  very  well  know  the  state  of  the  country  out  of 
which  they  had  been  driven  by  force.  Now  had  these  men 
been  in  want  or  misery,  perhaps  they  might  have  under- 
taken so  hazardous  an  enterprize,  but  as  they  dwelt  in  a 
rich  city,  and  had  a  large  territory,  and  one  better  than 
Egypt  itself,  how  was  it  at  all  likely  that  for  the  sake  of 
those  who  had  of  old  been  their  enemies,  and  for  those  who 
were  maimed  in  their  bodies,  whom  none  of  their  own  rela- 
tions would  endure,  they  should  run  such  hazards  in 
assisting  them  ?  For  they  could  not  of  course  foresee  that 
the  king  would  run  away  from  them.  Nay,  Manetho 
says  himself,  that  "Amenophis'  son  had  three  hundred 
thousand  men  with  him,  and  met  them  at  Pelusium."  * 
Now  those  that  came  could  not  be  ignorant  of  all  this ;  and 
how  could  they  possibly  conjecture  that  the  king  would 
repent  and  flee?  He  then  says  that  those  who  made 
this  invasion  from  Jerusalem,  when  they  got  Egypt  into 
their  possession,  perpetrated  many  dreadful  actions.  And 
he  reproaches  them  about  these  things,  as  though  he  had 
not  himself  introduced  them  as  enemies,  or  as  though  he 
might  justly  accuse  such  as  were  invited  from  another 
place  for  so  doing,  when  the  native  Egyptians  had  done 
the  same  things  themselves  before  their  coming,  and  had 
taken  oaths  so  to  do !  "  However,  Amenophis  (he  adds) 
some  time  afterwards  came  upon  them,  and  conquered 
them  in  battle,  and  slew  his  enemies,  and  drove  them  before 
him  as  far  as  Syria."  As  if  Egypt  were  so  easily  taken  by 
people  that  came  from  any  place  whatever,  and  as  if  those 
that  had  just  conquered  it  by  war,  though  they  knew  that 
Amenophis  was  alive,  neither  fortified  the  passes  from 
Ethiopia  into  it,  although  they  had  great  opportunity  for 
doing  so,  nor  got  their  other  forces  ready  for  their  de- 
fence. *'  But  (he  says)  he  followed  them  over  the  sand 
of  the  desert,  slaying  them  all  the  way,  as  far  as  Syria." 
Now  it  is  plainly  no  easy  thing  for  an  army  to  cross  the 
desert  even  without  fighting. 

§  30.  Our  nation,  therefore,  according  to  Manetho,  was 

not  derived  from  Egypt,  nor  were  any  of  the  Egyptians 

mixed  with  us.     For  it  is  probable  that  many  of  the  lepers 

and  diseased  people  died  in  the  quarries,  since  they  had  been 

'■   Tineh.     Jewish  War,  i.  8,  §  7. 
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there  a  long  time  and  had  been  badly  treated,  and  that 
many  died  in  the  battles  that  happened  afterwards,  and 
more  still  in  the  last  battle  and  flight. 

§  31.  It  now  remains  that  I  contradict  Manetho  as  to 
Moses.  The  Egyptians  think  him  a  wonderful  and  divine 
person,  and  wish  to  claim  him  for  themselves,  though 
with  unplausible  abuse  they  say  that  he  was  one  of  the 
priests  of  Heliopolis  who  was  ejected  with  others  because  of 
his  leprosy.  Yet  it  is  j^roved  by  the  records  that  he  lived 
five  hundred  and  eighteen  years  earlier,  and  brought  our 
fathers  out  of  Egypt  into  the  country  that  is  now  in- 
habited by  us.  And  that  lie  was  not  personally  afflicted 
with  any  such  calamity,  is  evident  from  his  own  laws. 
For  he  has  forbidden  lepers  either  to  continue  in  a  city, 
or  to  dwell  in  a  village,  and  has  commanded  that  they 
should  go  about  by  themselves  with  their  clothes  rent; 
and  regards  such  as  either  touch  them,  or  live  under  the 
same  roof  with  them,  as  unclean.  Moreover,  if  any  one 
be  healed  of  tlie  disease  and  recover  his  normal  condi- 
tion again,  he  has  appointed  certain  purifications,  and 
washings  in  baths  of  spring  water,  and  the  shaving  off 
all  the  hair,  and  enjoins  that  they  sliall  offer  several  sacri- 
fices of  various  kinds,  and  then  only  be  admitted  into  the 
holy  city.  Now,  had  he  suffered  from  the  same  calamity, 
so  far  from  legislating  thus,  he  would  have  taken  care  of 
such  persons,  and  treated  them  in  a  kind  manner,  as  being 
in  the  same  evil  plight  with  himself.  Nor  did  he  make 
such  laws  only  for  lepers,  but  also  he  did  not  permit  such 
as  were  maimed  in  the  smallest  part  of  their  body  to 
officiate  as  priests :  and  if  any  priest  should  have  such  a 
calamity  fall  upon  him  afterwards,  he  ordered  him  to  be 
deprived  of  his  position.  How  then  is  it  likely  that  Moses 
should  ordain  such  laws  against  himself,  to  his  own  re- 
proach and  hurt?  Nor  indeed  is  that  other  notion  of 
Manetho' s  at  all  probable  about  the  change  of  his  name. 
He  says  that  he  was  formerly  called  Osarsiph.  But  this 
is  a  name  no  way  agreeable  to  the  other.  For  his  true 
name  was  Mouses, ^  and  signifies  a  person  preserved  out  of 

^  Note  this  is  always  the  Greek  form  of  Moses  in  Joseph  us  and  the 
Greek  Testament  and  elsevrhere.  I  have  kept  generally  the  more 
familiar  Moses. 
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the  water,  for  the  Egyptians  call  water  Moii.  I  think, 
therefore,  I  have  made  it  sufficiently  evident  that  Manetho 
did  not  much  wander  from  the  truth  while  he  followed  the 
ancient  records,  but  that,  when  he  turned  to  unauthorized 
stories  of  uncertain  authors,  he  either  concoted  them  him- 
self without  any  plausibility,  or  else  gave  credit  to  some 
men  who  spoke  so  out  of  ill-will  to  us. 

§  32.  And  now  I  have  done  with  Manetho,  and  will  inquire 
into  what  Chseremon  says.  For  he  also,  professing  to  write 
Egyptian  history,  sets  down  the  same  name  for  his  king 
as  Manetho  did,  namely  Amenophis,  and  also  calls  his  son 
Eamesses,  and  then  goes  on  as  follows :  "  The  goddess 
Isis  appeared  to  Amenophis  in  his  sleep,  and  blamed  him 
because  her  temple  had  been  demolished  in  the  war.  And 
Phritiphantes  the  sacred  scribe  told  him,  if  he  would  purge 
Egypt  of  the  men  who  had  pollutions  upon  them,  that  he 
would  be  no  longer  troubled  with  such  scares.  Amenojjhis 
accordingly  chose  out  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  of 
those  who  were  thus  diseased,  and  expelled  them  from  the 
country.  And  their  leaders  Moses  and  Joseph  were  scribes, 
and  Joseph  was  a  sacred  scribe :  and  their  names  were 
Egyptian  originally,  that  of  Moses  was  Tisithen,  and  that 
of  Joseph  Petesejih.  And  these  two  went  to  Pelusium, 
and  fell  in  there  with  three  hundred  and  eighty  thousand 
who  had  been  left  there  by  Amenophis,  as  he  was  unwilling 
to  transfer  them  to  Egypt.  And  these  two  made  a  league 
of  friendship  with  them,  and  led  them  on  an  expedition 
against  Egypt.  And  Amenophis  could  not  stand  against 
their  attack,  but  fled  into  Ethiopia,  and  left  his  wife  behind 
him,  who  was  with  child,  and  lay  concealed  in  certain 
caverns,  and  there  she  brought  forth  a  son,  whose  name  was 
Messenes,^  who,  when  he  was  grown  up  to  man's  estate, 
pursued  the  Jews,  who  were  about  two  hundred  thousand, 
into  Syria,  and  then  restored  his  father  Amenophis  from 
Ethiopia." 

§  33.  This  is  the  account  Chaeremon  gives  us.  Now  I 
take  it  as  obvious  at  once  that  what  I  have  already  said 
has  plainly  proved  the  falseness  of  both  Manetho's  and  his 
accounts.     For  had  there  been  any  real  truth  at  bottom,  it 

'  Probably  we  should  read  here  Eamesses,  as  in  §  33. 
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is  impossible  there  would  have  been  such  great  discrepancy 
between  them.  But  those  who  concoct  lies  do  not  write 
what  agrees  with  others,  but  invent  what  pleases  them- 
selves. Thus  Manetho  says  that  the  king's  desire  of  seeing 
the  gods  was  the  cause  of  the  ejection  of  the  polluted 
people ;  but  Chaeremon  has  made  it  a  dream  of  his  sent  him 
by  Isis.  Manetho  again  says  that  the  person  who  suggested 
this  purgation  of  Egypt  to  the  king  was  Amenophis,  but 
Chaeremon  says  it  was  Phritiphantes.  As  to  the  numbers 
of  the  people  that  were  expelled,  they  agree  admirably, 
Manetho  reckoning  them  as  eighty  thousand,  and  Chaere- 
mon as  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand !  Moreover, 
Manetho  describes  these  polluted  persons  as  first  sent  to 
work  in  the  quarries,  and  says  that  after  that  the  city  Auaris 
was  given  them  for  their  habitation,  and  that  it  was  not 
till  after  they  had  made  war  with  the  rest  of  the  Egyptians, 
that  they  invited  the  people  of  Jerusalem  to  come  to  their 
assistance ;  but  Chaeremon  says  that  on  their  departure  from 
Egypt  they  fell  in  with  three  hundred  and  eighty  thousand 
men  near  Pelusium,  who  had  been  left  there  by  Amenophis, 
and  that  they  invaded  Egypt  with  them  again,  and  that 
Amenophis  fled  into  Ethiopia.  But  what  is  most  rich, 
Chaeremon  does  not  inform  us  who  this  army  of  so  many 
ten  thousands  were,  or  whence  they  came,  whether  they 
w^ere  native  Egyptians,  or  whether  they  came  from  a  foreign 
country ;  nor  indeed  has  he  given  any  reason  why  the  king 
would  not  take  them  into  Egypt,  though  he  concocted  a 
dream  from  Isis  about  the  lepers.  Chaeremon  also  des- 
cribes Joseph  as  expelled  at  the  same  time  as  Moses,  though 
he  died  four  generations  before  Moses,  which  four  genera- 
tions make  about  a  hundred  and  seventy  years.  Moreover, 
Ramesses,  the  son  of  Amenophis,  was  a  young  man  by 
Manetho's  account,  and  assisted  his  father  in  war,  and  left 
the  country  at  the  same  time  as  him,  and  fled  with  him 
into  Ethiopia ;  whereas  Chaeremon  makes  him  to  have  been 
born  in  a  certain  cave  after  his  father  was  dead,  and  then 
to  have  overcome  the  Jews  in  battle,  and  driven  them  into 
Syria,  being  in  number  about  two  hundred  thousand.  O 
the  recklessness  of  the  man !  For  he  neither  told  us  be- 
fore who  these  three  hundred  and  eighty  thousand  were, 
nor  how  the  four  hundred  and  thirty  thousand  perished. 
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whether  they  fell  in  war,  or  went  over  to  Raniesses !  And, 
what  is  the  strangest  of  all,  it  is  not  possible  to  learn 
from  him  who  they  were  whom  he  calls  Jews,  or  to  which 
of  these  two  parties  he  applies  that  name,  whether  to  the 
two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  lepers,  or  to  the  three  hun- 
dred and  eighty  thousand  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Pe- 
lusium.  But  perhaps  it  would  be  silly  in  me  to  make  any 
lengthier  refutation  of  such  writers  as  sufficiently  refute 
themselves ;  for  had  they  been  only  refuted  by  others,  it 
would  have  been  more  tolerable  ! 

§  34.  I  shall  now  add  to  these  writers  Lysimachus,  who 
has  taken  the  same  line  of  falsehood  as  those  before- 
mentioned,  but  has  gone  far  beyond  them  in  the  incredi- 
bility of  his  fictions :  which  plainly  shows  that  he  concocted 
them  out  of  virulent  hatred  to  our  nation.  His  words  are 
as  follows.  "  The  people  of  the  Jews  being  lepers  and 
scabby,  and  having  other  diseases,  in  the  days  of  Bocchoris 
king  of  Egypt,  fled  to  the  temj^les,  and  got  their  food 
there  by  begging ;  and  as  the  numbers  were  very  great 
that  were  afflicted  with  disease,  there  arose  a  scarcity  in 
Egypt.  Thereupon  Bocchoris,  the  king  of  Egypt,  sent 
some  to  consult  the  oracle  of  Zeus  Ammon  about  this 
scarcity ;  and  the  god's  answer  was  that  he  must  purge 
his  temples  of  impure  and  impious  men,  by  exjjelling  them 
out  of  those  temples  into  desert  places ;  but  as  to  the 
scabby  people  and  lepers,  he  must  drown  them,  the  sun 
being  indignant  at  these  men  being  suffered  to  live,  and 
purge  his  temj^les,  and  then  the  land  would  bring  forth  its 
fruits.  When  Bocchoris  had  received  these  oracles,  he 
called  for  the  priests  and  attendants  at  the  altars,  and 
ordered  them  to  gather  together  the  impure  people,  and 
to  deliver  them  to  the  soldiers  to  carry  away  to  the  desert, 
but  to  take  the  lepers  and  wraj)  them  in  sheets  of  lead, 
and  let  them  down  into  the  sea.  Thereupon  the  lejjers  and 
scabby  people  were  drowned,  and  the  others  were  gathered 
together  and  sent  into  desert  places,  to  be  exposed  to  des- 
truction. And  these  last  assembled  together,  and  took 
counsel  what  they  should  do,  and  determined,  as  the  night 
was  coming  on,  that  they  would  kindle  fires  and  light  lamps 
and  keej)  watch,  and  that  they  would  fast  the  next  night, 
and  so  propitiate  the  gods  to  deliver  them.     And  on  the 
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next  day  one  Moses  advised  them  to  venture  upon  a  journey, 
and  go  along  one  road  till  they  should  come  to  inhabited 
places,  and  charged  them  to  have  no  kindness  for  any  man, 
and  to  give  good  counsel  to  none,  but  always  to  advise 
people  for  the  worst,  and  to  overturn  all  the  temples  and 
altars  of  the  gods  they  should  meet  with.  And  as  the  rest 
commended  what  he  said,  they  did  what  was  resolved  on, 
and  journeyed  over  the  desert,  and  after  suffering  a  good 
many  hardships  came  to  an  inhabited  country,  and  there 
they  ill-treated  the  men,  and  j^lundered  and  burnt  their 
temples,  and  went  into  the  land  which  is  now  called  Judaea, 
and  there  built  a  city  and  dwelt  therein ;  and  their  city  was 
called  Hierosyla  from  this  sj^oiling  of  the  temples ;  but 
afterwards  being  successful,  in  process  of  time  they  changed 
its  name,  that  it  might  not  be  a  reproach  to  them,  and 
called  the  cityHierosolyma,^  and  themselves  Hierosolymi." 
§  35.  Now  this  man  did  not  invent  the  same  name  for 
his  king  as  Manetho  and  Chaeremon,  but  concocted  a  newer 
name,  and  omitting  the  dream  and  the  Egyptian  prophet, 
sent  his  king  to  Zeus  Ammon  to  get  oracles  about  the 
lepers  and  scabby  people.  For  he  says  that  a  multitude  of 
Jews  gathered  together  at  the  temples.  Now  it  is  uncer- 
tain whether  he  ascribes  the  name  of  Jews  to  all  these 
lepers,  or  to  those  Jews  only  that  were  subject  to  such 
diseases  ;  for  he  says  the  people  of  the  Jews.  What  people 
do  you  mean  ?  foreigners  or  natives  ?  Why  do  you  call 
them  Jews,  if  they  w«re  Egyj^tians?  And  if  they  were 
foreigners,  why  do  you  not  tell  us  where  they  came  from  ? 
And  how  is  it  that,  after  the  king  had  drowned  many  of 
them  in  the  sea,  and  ejected  the  rest  into  desert  places,  there 
could  still  be  so  great  a  multitude  remaining?  Or  how 
did  they  pass  over  the  desert,  and  get  possession  of  the 
land  which  we  now  dwell  in,  and  found  a  city,  and  build 
that  temple  which  has  been  famous  among  all  mankind  ? 
Lysimachus  ought  also  not  only  to  have  given  our  legisla- 
tor's name,  but  also  to  have  informed  us  of  what  nation 
he  was,  and  what  parents  he  sprung  from,  and  to  have 
stated  why  he  undertook  to  make  such  laws  for  them 
concerning  the  gods,  and  why  he  ordered  them  to  act  so 

^  Jerusalem. 
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harshly  to  people  on  their  march.  For  if  they  were  by 
birth  Egy|)tians,  they  would  not  so  easily  have  changed 
the  customs  of  their  country  :  and  if  they  were  foreigners, 
they  had  certainly  some  laws  which  had  been  observed 
by  them  from  long  custom.  If  indeed  they  had  sworn 
never  to  bear  good-will  to  those  who  had  ejected  them,  they 
would  have  had  a  plausible  reason  for  so  acting,  but  to 
resolve  to  wage  an  implacable  war  against  all  men,  if  they 
acted  as  badly  as  he  says  they  did,  while  they  needed  the 
assistance  of  all  men,  shows  not  their  folly,  but  the  great 
folly  of  him  who  tells  such  lies,  who  has  also  the  assurance 
to  say,  that  a  name  implying  spoiling^  of  temples  was 
given  to  their  city,  and  that  this  name  was  afterwards 
changed;  obviously  because  the  former  name  brought 
reproach  and  hatred  upon  them  in  subsequent  times, 
while  those  who  founded  the  city  thought  they  did  honour 
to  it  by  giving  it  that  name.  Now  this  fine  fellow  had 
such  an  unbounded  inclination  to  reproach  us,  that  he  did 
not  observe  that  spoiling  of  temj^les  is  not  expressed  by 
the  same  word  among  the  Jews  as  it  is  among  the  Greeks  ! 
But  why  should  one  say  any  more  to  a  person  who  tells 
such  impudent  lies  ?  However,  since  this  book  has  reached 
such  large  dimensions,  I  will  make  another  beginning, 
and  endeavour  to  add  what  still  remains  to  complete  my 
design. 


BOOK    II. 

§1- 

IN  the  former  book,  my  most  honoured  Epaphroditus,  I 
have  shown  our  antiquity,  and  confirmed  the  truth 
by  the  writings  of  the  Phoenicians  and  Chaldseans  and 
Egyptians.  I  have,  moreover,  produced  many  of  the 
Greek  writers  as  witnesses  thereto.  I  have  also  made  a 
refutation  of  Manetho  and  Chaeremon  and  some  others. 

'  This  is  the  meaning  of  Hierosyla  in  Greek,  not  in  Hebrew.     See 
§  34.— W. 
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I  shall  now  therefore  ^  begin  a  refutation  of  the  remaining" 
authors  who  have  written  anything  against  as,  although 
I  confess  I  have  had  a  doubt  about  Apion  the  grammarian, 
whether  I  ought  to  tate  the  trouble  of  confuting  him  or 
not.  For  some  of  his  writings  contain  much  the  same 
accusations  which  others  have  laid  against  us,  and  some 
things  that  he  has  added  are  very  frigid,  and  most  of  what 
he  says  is  very  scurrilous,  and,  to  speak  no  more  than 
the  plain  truth,  shows  great  ignorance,  and  what  he  has  put 
together  looks  like  the  work  of  a  man  of  very  bad  morals, 
and  of  one  during  his  whole  life  a  mountebank.  Yet 
since  most  men  are  so  foolish  that  they  are  rather  caught 
by  such  orations  than  by  what  is  written  with  care,  and 
take  pleasure  in  abuse,  but  are  vexed  at  praise,  I  thought 
it  to  be  necessary  not  to  let  this  man  go  off  without  exa- 
mination, who  had  written  such  an  indictment  against  us, 
as  if  in  open  court.  For  I  also  have  observed  that  it  is 
usual  for  most  men  to  be  much  delighted  when  a  man, 
who  first  began  to  reproach  another,  is  himself  proved  to 
be  guilty  of  vices.  However,  it  is  not  easy  to  peruse  his 
argument,  nor  to  know  clearly  what  he  means ;  yet  does 
he  seem,  amidst  a  great  confusion  and  disorder  in  his 
falsehoods,  to  relate  such  things  as  resemble  what  I  have 
examined  already  as  to  the  dej^arture  of  our  forefathers 
out  of  Egypt,  and  secondly  he  accuses  the  Jews  who 
dwell  in  Alexandria.  And  thirdly  he  mixes  with  these 
things  accusations  as  to  the  sacred  purifications  and  other 
rites  used  in  the  temple. 

§  2.  Now  although  I  cannot  but  think  that  I  have 
already  proved,  and  that  much  more  than  was  necessary, 
that  our  fathers  were  not  originally  Egyptians,  and  were 
not  expelled  from  thence  either  on  account  of  bodily 
disease  or  any  other  calamities  of  that  sort,  yet  I  will 
briefly  take  notice  of  what  Apion  adds  upon  that  subject. 
For  in  the  third  book   of   his  ^gyj^tiaca  he    speaks   as 

^  The  former  part  of  this  second  book  is  written  against  the  calumnies 
of  Apion,  and  tlien  more  briefly  against  the  calumnies  of  Apollonius 
Molo.  After  that  Josephus  leaves  off  any  more  particular  reply  to 
those  adversaries  of  the  Jews,  and  gives  us  a  large  and  excellent  descrip- 
tion and  vindication  of  the  polity  which  was  ordained  for  the  Jewish 
nation  by  Moses,  their  great  legislator. — \V. 
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follows.  "  I  have  heard  from  old  Egyptians  that  Moses  was 
a  native  of  Heliopolis,  and  that  he  thought  himself  obliged 
to  follow  the  customs  of  his  forefathers,  and  offered  his 
prayers  in  the  open  air  at  all  the  city  walls,  and  turned 
all  the  city  so  as  to  face  east,  which  is  the  situation  of 
Heliopolis.  He  also  set  up  pillars  instead  of  gnomons,^ 
under  which  was  represented  a  figure  in  relief  like  a  concave 
sundial,  and  the  shadow  that  fell  from  their  tops  fell  down 
upon  it,  that  it  might  go  round  the  same  course  as  the  sun 
itself  goes  round  in  the  ether."  Such  is  the  wonderful 
account  of  this  grammarian.  But  that  it  is  a  false  one  is  so 
plain,  that  it  stands  in  need  of  but  few  words  to  prove  it,  for 
it  is  manifest  from  the  facts.  For  when  Moses  erected  the 
first  tabernacle  to  Grod,  he  neither  himself  ordered  any 
such  kind  of  figure  in  relief  to  be  made  for  it,  nor  did  he 
order  those  that  came  after  him  to  make  such  a  one.  And 
when  Solomon  afterwards  built  his  temple  in  Jerusalem, 
he  abstained  from  all  such  curiosities  as  Apion  has  here 
invented.  He  says  further  that  he  had  heard  from  old  men, 
that  Moses  was  a  native  of  Heliopolis,  doubtless  because, 
being  a  younger  man  himself,  he  believed  that  those 
owing  to  their  greater  age  were  acquainted  with  and  had 
conversed  with  Moses !  Now  Apion,  critic  as  he  was, 
could  not  confidently  tell  us  the  poet  Homer's  birth-place, 
any  more  than  he  could  the  birth-place  of  Pythagoras, 
who  lived  comparatively  speaking  but  a  little  while  ago ; 
yet  he  thus  easily  determines  the  age  of  Moses,  who  pre- 
ceded them  such  a  vast  number  of  years,  relying  on  the 
old  men's  tale,  showing  what  a  liar  he  was.  And  then 
as  to  the  date  when  he  says  Moses  brought  the  lepers 
and  the  blind  and  lame  out  of  Egypt,  see  how  well  this 
most  accurate  critic  agrees  with  those  who  have  written 
before  him!  For  Manetho  says  that  the  Jews  departed 
out  of  Egypt  in  the  reign  of  Tethmosis,  three  hundred 
and  ninety- three  years  before  Danaus  fled  to  Argos,  and 
Lysimachus  says  it  was  in  the  days  of  king  Bocchoris, 
that  is,  one  thousand  and  seven  hundred  years  ago,  and 

^  This  seems  to  have  been  the  first  dial  that  had  been  made  in  Egypt, 
and  was  a  little  before  the  time  that  Ahaz  made  his  dial  in  Jud?ea, 
about  755,  in  the  first  year  of  the  seventh  Olympiad,  as  we  shall  see 
presently.     See  2  Kings  xx.  11  ;  Isa.  xxxviii.  8. — W. 
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Mole  and  some  others  have  fixed  the  time  as  thev  pleased  ; 
"but  this  Apion,  the  most  trustworthy  of  all,  has  exactly 
fixed  it  to  have  been  in  the  seventh  Olympiad,  and  in 
the  first  year  of  that  Olympiad,  the  very  same  year  in 
which  he  says  that  Carthage  was  built  by  the  Phoenicians. 
He  no  doubt  added  this  building  of  Carthage,  thinking  it 
would  be  a  very  clear  proof  of  his  accuracy :  but  he  was 
not  aware  that  he  thereby  drew  refutation  on  himself. 
For  if  we  may  credit  the  Phoenician  records  as  to  their 
colony,  they  record  that  Hiram  their  king  was  more  than 
a  hundred  and  fifty  years  earlier  than  the  building  of 
Carthage,  concerning  whom  I  have  formerly  produced 
proofs  out  of  those  Phoenician  records,  that  this  Hiram 
was  a  friend  of  Solomon,  when  he  was  building  the  temple 
at  Jerusalem,  and  that  he  gave  him  great  assistance 
in  building  it.  But  Solomon  himself  built  that  temple 
six  hundred  and  twelve  years  after  the  Jews  went  out 
of  Egypt.  As  for  the  number  of  those  that  were  ex- 
pelled out  of  Egypt,  Apion  has  contrived  to  have  the  very 
same  number  as  Lysimachus,  for  he  says  they  were  a 
hundred  and  ten  thousand.  He  then  assigns  a  certain 
wonderful  and  plausible  cause  for  the  name  of  Sabbath ; 
for  he  says  that  "  when  the  Jews  had  travelled  six  days' 
journey,  they  had  buboes,  and  so  they  rested  on  the  seventh 
day,  having  got  safely  into  the  country  which  is  now  called 
Judaea,  and  they  called  that  day  Sabbath,  preserving  the 
language  of  the  Egyptians,  because  that  malady  of  buboes 
was  called  Sabbatosis  by  the  Egyptians."  Would  not 
anyone  now  laugh  at  this  fellow's  trifling,  or  rather  hate 
his  impudence  in  writing  thus?  For  it  is  clear  that  all 
these  hundred  and  ten  thousand  men  had  these  buboes. 
And  yet,  if  those  men  had  been  blind  and  lame,  and  had 
all  sorts  of  diseases,  as  Apion  says  they  had,  they  could 
not  have  gone  a  single  day's  journey :  and  if  they  were 
able  to  travel  over  a  large  desert,  and  besides  that  to  fight 
and  conquer  those  that  opposed  them,  they  could  not  all 
of  them  have  had  buboes  after  the  sixth  day.  For  no  such 
disease  comes  naturally  and  of  necessity  upon  those  that 
travel,  and  when  many  ten  thousands  are  in  a  camp  to- 
gether, they  constantly  march  a  fixed  distance  every  day. 
Nor  is  it  at  all  probable  that  such  a  thing  would  happen 
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by  chance  :  tliis  idea  is  tlie  most  absurd  of  all.  However, 
the  admirable  Apiou  had  before  told  us,  that  they  reached 
Judaea  in  six  days,  and  again,  "  Moses  went  up  to  a  moun- 
tain that  lay  between  Egypt  and  Arabia,  which  was  called 
Sinai,  and  was  concealed  there  forty  days,  and  when  he 
came  down  from  thence,  he  gave  laws  to  the  Jews."  And 
yet  how  was  it  possible  for  them  to  tarry  forty  days  in  a 
desert  j^lace  where  there  was  no  water,  and  at  the  same 
time  to  travel  over  all  the  country  between  Egypt  and  Judaea 
in  six  days  ?  And  as  for  the  grammatical  translation  of 
the  word  Sabbath,  it  is  either  a  proof  of  his  great  impu- 
dence or  gross  ignorance.  For  the  words  Sabbo  and  Sab- 
bath are  widely  different  from  one  another :  for  the  word 
Sabbath  in  the  Jewish  language  denotes  rest  from  all 
sorts  of  work,  whereas  it  is  the  word  Sabbo,  as  he  affirms, 
that  denotes  among  the  Egj^ptians  the  malady  of  bubo. 

§  3.  Such  is  the  novel  account  which  the  Egyptian  Apion 
gives  us  concerning  the  Jews'  departure  from  Egypt,  he 
being  more  inventive  than  the  others.  But  why  should  we 
wonder  at  the  lies  he  tells  about  our  forefathers,  in  affirm- 
ing them  to  be  of  Egyptian  origin,  when  he  lies  also  about 
himself  ?  For  although  he  was  born  at  Oasis  ^  in  Egypt,  he 
pretends  to  be,  as  a  man  may  say,  superior  to  all  the  Egyp- 
tians, and  forswears  his  real  country  and  progenitors,  and 
by  falsely  pretending  to  be  born  at  Alexandria,  admits  the 
depravity  of  his  race.  Naturally  therefore  he  calls  those 
Egyptians  whom  he  hates  and  wishes  to  abuse.  For  had 
he  not  deemed  Egyptians  very  poor  specimens  of  humanity, 
he  would  not  have  denied  his  real  origin,  for  we  know  that 
those  who  brag  of  their  own  native  countries,  value  them- 
selves upon  the  name  they  acquire  thereby,  and  reprove 
such  as  unjustly  lay  claim  thereto.  As  for  the  Egyj^tians' 
claim  to  be  of  our  kindred,  they  either  make  it  because 
they  value  themselves  upon  it,  or  else  they  would  draw  us 
in  to  share  in  their  own  ill  repute.  But  the  excellent  Apion 
seems  to  wish  to  bestow  this  reproach  against  us  on  the 
Alexandrians  as  a  reward  for  the  privilege  they  gave  him 
of  fellow-citizenship  with  them,  and  knowing  the  ill-will 
the  Alexandrians  bear  to  the  Jews  who  dwell  among  them, 

^  The  '  Great  Oasis,'  el-Kliargeh,  west  of  Abydos. 
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lie  proposed  to  himself  to  reproach  them,  although  he  must 
thereby  include  all  the  other  Egyptians  also,  and  in  both 
€ases  he  is  no  better  than  an  impudent  liar. 

§  4.  But  let  us  now  see  what  those  dreadful  and  shock- 
ing crimes  are,  which  Apion  charges  upon  the  Jews  dwell- 
ing at  Alexandria.  "They  came  (says  he)  out  of  Syria, 
and  settled  near  a  harbourless  sea,  and  dwelt  near  the 
dashing  of  the  waves."  Now,  if  the  place  of  habitation 
includes  any  thing  that  is  reproachful,  this  man  reproaches 
not  his  own  real  native  country  [Egypt],  but  what  he 
states  to  be  his  own  country,  Alexandria.  For  all  agree 
that  the  part  of  that  city  which  is  near  the  sea  is  the  best 
of  all  to  dwell  in.  Now,  if  the  Jews  gained  that  part  of 
the  city  by  force,  and  have  kept  it  hitherto  without  being 
ejected,  this  is  a  proof  of  their  valour.  But  Alexander 
himself  gave  them  that  part  of  the  city  for  their  habitation, 
and  they  obtained  equal  privileges  with  the  Macedonians. 
I  do  not  know  what  Apion  would  have  said,  had  they 
dwelt  at  Necropolis,^  and  not  been  stationed  near  the  royal 
palace,  and  if  their  nation  had  had  the  name  of  Macedonians 
given  them  to  this  very  day.  Now  had  he  read  the  letters 
of  king  Alexander,  or  those  of  Ptolemy  the  son  of  Lagus, 
or  met  with  the  writings  of  the  succeeding  kings  of  Egypt, 
or  seen  the  pillar  still  standing  at  Alexandria,  and  con- 
taining the  privileges  which  the  great  Caesar  bestowed 
upon  the  Jews ;  had  he,  I  say,  known  of  these  things,  and 
yet  had  the  impudence  to  write  the  opposite  to  them,  he 
was  a  bad  man  :  and  if  he  knew  nothing  of  these  things, 
he  was  an  ignorant  man.  And  when  he  appears  to  wonder 
how  Jews  could  be  called  Alexandrians,  this  is  another 
similar  instance  of  his  ignorance.  For  all  such  as  are 
invited  to  any  colony,  although  they  differ  ever  so  much 
from  one  another  in  their  nationality,  take  their  names 
from  those  who  invite  them.  But  what  need  is  there  to 
speak  of  others,  when  those  of  us  Jews  that  dwell  at 
Antioch  "  are  called  Antiochians,  because  Seleucus  the 
founder  of  that  city  gave  them  the  rights  of  citizenship  ? 
In  like  manner  do  the  Jews  at  Ephesus,  and  in  the  rest  of 

^  That  is,  city  of  the  dead,  a  name  given  to  a  suburb  on  the  west  side 
of  Alexandria,  v.  Strab.  795,  799. 
-  Antioch  on  the  Orontes  in  ISyria, 
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Ionia,  have  the  same  name  as  the  citizens  that  were  natives 
there,  by  the  grant  of  the  successors  of  Alexander.  And 
the  liberality  of  the  Romans  has  granted  leave  not  only 
to  men,  but  also  to  great  and  entire  nations,  to  take 
the  name  of  E-omans.  For  instance,  those  anciently  called 
Iberes  ^  and  Tyrrheni '  and  Sabini  ^  are  now  called  Romans. 
And  if  Apion  reject  this  way  of  obtaining  the  privilege  of 
citizenship,  let  him  cease  to  call  himself  an  Alexandrian. 
For  how  can  he  be  an  Alexandrian,  who  was  born,  as 
I  said  before,  in  the  very  heart  of  Egypt,  if  citizenship  by 
grant,  as  he  himself  has  alleged  in  our  case,  be  denied  ? 
And  yet  the  Romans,  who  are  now  the  masters  of  the 
world,  have  forbidden  the  Egyptians  alone  to  have  the 
privileges  of  any  citizenship.  But  he  is  so  generous  as  to 
wish  to  obtain  himself  a  privilege  he  is  forbidden  to  make 
use  of,  yet  endeavours  by  calumnies  to  deprive  those  of  it 
that  have  justly  received  it.  For  Alexander  did  not  settle 
some  of  our  nation  in  Alexandria,  because  he  wanted  in- 
habitants for  a  city  on  whose  founding  he  had  bestowed 
so  much  pains,  but  it  was  given  to  our  people  as  a 
reward,  because  he  had,  upon  a  careful  trial,  found  them 
all  men  of  virtue  and  fidelity.  For,  as  Hecataeus  says  con- 
cerning us,  Alexander  honoured  our  nation  to  such  a  degree, 
that,  for  the  good  behaviour  and  fidelity  which  the  Jews 
had  exhibited  to  him,  he  permitted  them  to  hold  the  country 
of  Samaria  free  of  tribute.  Of  the  same  mind  also  was 
Ptolemy,  the  son  of  Lagus,  to  those  Jews  who  dwelt  at 
Alexandria.  For  he  put  the  fortresses  of  Egypt  into  their 
hands,  believing  they  would  hold  them  faithfully  and 
valiantly  for  him,  and  when  he  wished  to  have  a  firm  hold 
on  the  government  of  Cyt'ene"^  and  the  other  cities  of 
Libya,  he  sent  a  party  of  Jews  to  inhabit  them.  As  for  his 
successor  Ptolemy,  who  was  surnamed  Philadelphus,  he 
not  only  set  all  those  of  our  nation  free  who  were  cap- 
tives under  him,  but  also  frequently  gave  them  money, 
and  what  was  most  important,  he  had  a  great  desire  to 

^  Apparently  the  Iberians  of  the  south  of  France,  in  the  Roman  Pro- 
vince, are  intended  here,  and  not  those  of  Spain. 
^  The  people  of  Etruria. 
^  The  Sabines. 
^  Grenneh,  the  chief  town  of  the  Libyan  Pentapolis. 
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know  oiir  laws,  and  to  read  the  books  of  our  sacred  scrip- 
tures. So  he  sent  and  desired  that  men  mi^^ht  be  sent  him 
to  interpret  our  law  to  him,  and  tliat  he  might  have  them 
well  compiled,  he  committed  that  care  to  no  ordinary 
persons,  but  ordained  that  Demetrius  Phalereus  and  An- 
dreas and  Aristeas  should  take  care  of  the  matter  (Deme- 
trius being  the  most  learned  person  of  his  age,  and  the 
others  being  intrusted  with  the  guard  of  his  body)  ;  nor 
would  he  certainly  have  been  so  desirous  of  learning  our 
laws  and  the  philosophy  of  our  nation,  had  he  despised,  and 
not  held  in  high  admiration,  the  men  that  used  them. 

§  5.  Now  this  Apion  was  almost  unacquainted  with  all 
the  kings  of  those  Macedonians  whom  he  pretends  to  have 
been  his  progenitors ;  who  were  very  well  affected  towards 
us.  For  the  third  Ptolemy,  who  was  called  Euergetes,  when 
he  had  got  possession  of  all  Syria  by  force,  did  not  offer 
his  thank-offerings  for  victory  to  the  Egyptian  gods,  but 
went  to  Jerusalem,  and  offered  many  sacrifices  to  God  ac- 
cording to  our  laws,  and  dedicated  to  him  such  gifts  as 
were  worthy  of  such  a  victory.  And  as  for  Ptolemy  Philo- 
metor  and  his  wife  Cleopatra,  they  committed  their  whole 
kingdom  to  the  Jews,  and  Onias  and  Dositheus,  both  Jews, 
were  the  generals  of  their  whole  army  ;  whose  names  are 
laughed  at  by  Apion,  when,  instead  of  abusing  them,  he 
ought  to  have  admired  their  actions,  and  returned  them 
thanks  for  saving  Alexandria,  whose  citizen  he  pretends  to 
to  be.  For  when  the  Alexandrians  were  warring  against 
queen  Cleopatra,  and  were  in  danger  of  perishing  miser- 
ably, these  Jews  negotiated  terms  of  agreement,  and  freed 
them  from  the  miseries  of  civil  war.  "  But  afterwards 
(says  Apion)  Onias  led  a  small  army  against  the  city,  when 
Thermus  the  Roman  ambassador  was  present  there."  And, 
I  venture  to  say,  acting  rightly  and  very  justly.  For 
Ptolemy,  who  was  surnamed  Physcon,  came  from  Cyrene 
upon  the  death  of  his  brother  Philometor,  and  would  have 
ejected  Cleopatra,  as  well  as  her  sons,  out  of  their  kingdom, 
that  he  might  obtain  it  for  himself  unjustly  ;  and  that  was 
why  Onias  undertook  a  war  against  him  on  Cleopatra's 
behalf,  nor  would  he  desert  the  trust  the  royal  family 
had  placed  on  him  in  their  distress.  And  God  bore  re- 
markable witness  to  his  righteous  behaviour.     For  when 
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Ptolemy  Physcon  had  the  presumption  to  fight  against 
Onias'  army,  and  had  arrested  all  the  Jews  that  were  in 
the  city  with  their  children  and  wives,  and  exposed  them 
naked  and  bound  to  his  elephants,  that  they  might  be 
trodden  to  death  by  them,  and  had  made  those  elephants 
drunk  for  that  pur2:>ose,  the  event  proved  contrary  to  his 
plans.  For  these  elephants  left  the  Jews  who  were  ex- 
posed to  them,  and  fell  violently  upon  Physcon' s  friends, 
and  slew  a  great  number  of  them.  And  after  this  Ptolemy 
saw  a  terrible  apparition,  which  prohibited  his  hurting 
those  men :  and  his  favourite  concubine,  whom  some  call 
Ithaca,  and  others  Irene,  making  supplication  to  him,  that 
he  would  not  perj^etrate  so  great  a  wickedness,  he  com- 
plied with  her  request,  and  repented  of  what  he  had  either 
already  done,  or  was  about  to  do.  In  consequence  of  this 
it  is  well  known  that  the  Jews  settled  at  Alexandria  do 
with  good  reason  celebrate  this  day,  because  they  had 
thereon  been  vouchsafed  such  an  evident  deliverance  from 
God.  However  Apion,  the  calumniator  of  all  men,  has 
the  presumption  to  accuse  the  Jews  for  making  this  war 
against  Physcon,  when  he  ought  to  have  commended  them 
for  the  same.  He  also  mentions  Cleopatra,  the  last  queen 
of  Alexandria,  and  as  it  were  abuses  us,  because  she  was 
ungracious  to  us ;  whereas  he  ought  to  have  reproved  her, 
seeing  that  she  indulged  herself  in  all  kinds  of  injustice 
and  wicked  practices,  both  with  regard  to  her  nearest  rela- 
tions, and  also  her  husbands  who  loved  her,  and  indeed  in 
general  with  regard  to  all  the  Romans,  and  those  emperors 
that  were  her  benefactors  ;  and  also  had  her  sister  Arsinoe 
slain  in  a  temple,  when  she  had  done  her  no  harm ;  and 
also  had  her  brother  slain  by  treachery,  and  robbed  the 
gods  of  her  country  and  the  sej^ulchres  of  her  progenitors.^ 
And  though  she  had  received  her  kingdom  from  the  first 
Caesar,  she  had  the  impudence  to  rebel  against  his  son  "^ 
and  successor :  nay,  she  corrupted  Antony  with  her  love 
tricks,  and  caused  him  to  be  an  enemy  to  his  country, 
and  made  him  unfaithful  to  his  friends,  stripping  some 
of  their  royal  rank,  and  forcing  others  in  her  madness  to 
act  wickedly.     But   why   need  I  enlarge  upon  this  any 

^  Compare  Antiq.  xv.  4,  §  1, 

^  Sister's  son,  and  adopted  son,  namely,  Augustus. — W, 
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further,  when  she  left  Antony  in  his  sea-fight,  though  he 
was  her  liusband,  and  the  father  of  their  common  children, 
and  compelled  him  to  resign  his  position  with  the  army  as 
commander  in  chief,  and  to  follow  her  ?  And  when  last  of 
all  Augustus  had  taken  Alexandria,  she  came  to  that  pitch 
of  cruelty,  that  she  declared  she  had  some  hope  of  pre- 
serving her  affairs  still,  if  she  could  kill  the  Jews  with  her 
own  hand ;  to  such  a  degree  of  cruelty  and  perfidiousness 
did  she  arrive !  And  do  you  think  that  we  cannot  boast 
ourselves  of  any  thing,  if,  as  Apion  says,  this  queen  did 
not  in  time  of  famine  distribute  wheat  amongst  us  ?  How- 
ever, she  at  length  met  with  the  punishment  she  deserved. 
As  for  us  Jews,  we  appeal  to  the  greatest  Caesar  to  bear 
witness  to  the  assistance  we  brought  him  and  the  fidelity 
we  showed  him  against  the  Egyptians  ;  we  appeal  also  to 
the  senate  and  its  decrees,  and  the  letters  of  Augustus 
Oaesar,  wherein  our  merits  are  acknowledged.  Apion  ought 
to  have  inspected  these  letters,  and  in  particular  to  have 
examined  the  testimonies  given  on  our  behalf  under  Alex- 
ander and  all  the  Ptolemies,  and  the  decrees  of  the  senate, 
and  of  the  greatest  Eoman  emperors.  And  if  Grermanicus 
was  not  able  to  make  a  distribution  of  corn  to  all  the  in- 
habitants of  Alexandria,  that  only  shows  what  a  barren 
time  it  was,  and  how  great  a  want  there  was  then  of  corn, 
and  is  no  accusation  of  the  Jews;  for  what  all  the  em- 
perors have  thought  of  the  Jews  living  at  Alexandria  is 
well  known ;  for  this  distribution  of  wheat  was  no  other- 
wise omitted  with  regard  to  the  Jews,  than  it  was  with 
regard  to  the  other  inhabitants  of  Alexandria.  And  they 
were  desirous  to  keep  the  most  important  trust  that  the 
Ptolemies  had  formerly  committed  to  their  care,  I  mean 
the  entire  charge  of  the  river,  by  no  means  thinking  them- 
selves unworthy  of  this  charge.  • 

§  6.  But  besides  this,  Apion  objects,  "  If  the  Jews  are 
citizens  of  Alexandria,  why  do  they  not  worship  the  same 
gods  as  the  Alexandrians  do?"  To  which  I  answer: 
Since  you  are  yourselves  Egyptians,  why  do  you  also  have 
implacable  wars  with  one  another  about  religion  ?  At  this 
rate  we  must  not  call  you  all  Egyptians,  nor  indeed  in 
general  men,  because  you  breed  up  with  great  care  beasts 
of  a  nature  quite  contrary  to  that  of  men,  since  the  uature 
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of  all  men  seems  to  be  one  and  the  same.  Now,  if  there 
are  such  differences  in  opinion  among  you  Egyptians,  why 
are  you  surprised  that  those  who  came  to  Alexandria  from 
another  country,  and  had  original  laws  of  their  own,  per- 
severed in  the  observance  of  those  laws  ?  But  Apion  further 
charges  us  with  being  the  authors  of  sedition :  which  ac- 
cusation, if  it  be  a  true  one  against  the  Jews  settled  in 
Alexandria,  why  is  it  not  brought  against  us  all,  since  we 
are  known  to  be  all  of  one  mind  ?  Moreover,  any  one  will 
soon  discover,  that  the  authors  of  sedition  have  been  such 
citizens  of  Alexandria  as  Apion  is.  For  while  Greeks  and 
Macedonians  were  in  possession  of  that  city,  they  raised 
no  sedition  against  us,  but  permitted  us  to  observe  our 
ancient  worship.  But  when  the  number  of  the  Egyptians 
came  to  be  considerable  because  of  the  confusions  of  the 
times,  these  seditions  were  always  breaking  out,  though 
our  people  continued  uncorrupted.  They  themselves,  there- 
fore, were  the  authors  of  these  troubles,  having  by  no  means 
the  constancy  of  Macedonians,  nor  the  prudence  of  Greeks, 
but  truly  indulging  all  of  them  the  evil  manners  of  Egyp- 
tians, and  exercising  their  ancient  hatred  against  us.  For 
what  is  here  so  presumptuously  charged  upon  us,  is  owing 
to  the  difference  between  us  and  them.  For  as  most  of 
them  do  not  easily  obtain  the  privileges  of  citizens,  they 
call  ^  those  foreigners  who  are  well  known  to  have  had  that 
privilege  extended  to  them  all.  For  it  does  not  appear 
that  any  of  the  Ptolemies  formerly  bestowed  the  privileges 
of  citizenship  upon  Egyptians,  nor  do  any  of  the  Roman 
emperors  now ;  whereas  Alexander  introduced  us  into  the 
city,  and  the  Ptolemies  augmented  our  privileges  therein, 
and  the  Romans  have  been  pleased  to  preserve  them  always 
inviolable.  Moreover,  Apion  would  defame  us,  because  we 
do  not  put  up  images  of  our  emperors,  as  if  these  emperors 
did  not  know  this  before,  or  stood  in  need  of  Apion  as  their 
defender ;  whereas  he  ought  rather  to  have  admired  the 
magnanimity  and  moderation  of  the  Romans,  since  they 
do  not  compel  those  who  are  subject  to  them  to  transgress 
the  laws  of  their  own  countries,  but  receive  the  honours 
due  to  them  as  it  is  pious  and  lawful  for  those  who  offer 

^  I  read  vocant  for  vocanics.     The  latter  reading  got  in  the  text  no 
doubt  from  the  eos  following. 


BOOK  II.]  AGAINST    APION.  229 

them  to  pay  them.  For  they  do  not  thauk  people  for  coii- 
ferring  honours  upon  them,  when  they  are  compelled  by 
violence  so  to  do.  Moreover,  the  Greeks  and  some  other 
nations  think  it  a  right  thing  to  make  images.  Nay,  when 
they  have  painted  the  pictures  of  their  j^arents  and  wives 
and  children,  they  dance  for  joy,  and  some  have  pictures  of 
jjersons  who  are  no  way  related  to  them  :  some  even  have 
the  pictures  of  slaves  whom  they  are  fond  of.  What  wonder 
is  it,  then,  if  such  appear  willing  to  pay  the  same  respect 
to  their  princes  and  lords  ?  But  our  legislator  forbade  us 
to  make  images,  not  telling  us  as  it  were  beforehand  that 
the  Roman  authority  was  not  to  be  honoured,  but  as  it 
were  despising  a  thing  that  was  useful  neither  to  God  nor 
man  ;  and  he  forbade  them,  as  I  shall  show  hereafter,  to 
make  images  of  any  part  of  the  animal  creation,  and  much 
less  of  God  himself,  who  is  inanimate.  However,  our  legis- 
lator has  nowhere  forbidden  us  to  pay  honours  to  worthy 
men,  provided  they  are  of  another  kind,  and  inferior  to 
those  we  pay  to  God,  and  with  such  honours  we  willingly 
show  our  respect  to  our  emperors  and  to  the  people  of 
Eome.  We  also  offer  continual  sacrifices  for  them :  and 
not  only  do  we  offer  these  every  day  at  the  common  ex- 
pense of  all  the  Jews,  but  also,  although  we  offer  no  other 
such  sacrifices  at  the  common  expense,  even  for  our  own 
children,  we  do  this  as  a  peculiar  honour  to  the  emperors, 
and  to  them  alone,  while  we  do  the  same  to  no  other  per- 
son whatever.  Let  this  suffice  for  an  answer  in  general  to 
Apion,  as  to  what  he  says  with  relation  to  Alexandria. 

§  7.  However,  I  wonder  at  those  who  furnished  this  man 
with  his  materials,  I  mean  Posidonius  and  Appollonius 
Molo ;  since  they  accuse  us  for  not  worshipping  the  same 
gods  whom  others  worship ;  but  they  do  not  think  them- 
selves guilty  of  impiety  when  they  tell  lies  of  us,  and  make 
up  absurd  blasphemies  about  our  temple :  though  it  is  a 
most  shameful  thing  for  freemen  to  tell  lies  on  any  occa- 
sion, and  much  more  so  about  a  temple  famous  all  over 
the  world,  and  awful  for  its  sanctity.  For  Aj^ion  has  the 
impudence  to  declare  that  the  Jews  placed  an  ass's  head  in 
their  holy  place,  and  worshipped  it,  and  made  it  worthy  of 
so  great  religion,  and  he  affirms  that  it  was  discovered  when 
Antiochus  Epiphanes  spoiled  our  temple,  and  found  the. 
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ass's  head  there  made  of  gold,  and  worth  a  great  deal  of 
money.  To  this  I  first  answer  that,  had  there  been  any 
such  thing  among  ns,  an  Egyptian  ought  by  no  means  to 
have  thrown  it  in  our  teeth,  since  an  ass  is  not  a  more  con- 
temptible animal  than  ***^  and  goats,  and  other  creatures, 
which  among  them  are  gods.  In  the  next  place,  how  came 
Apion  not  to  know  that  this  is  no  other  than  a  palpable  lie, 
and  proved  by  facts  to  be  utterly  incredible  ?  For  we  Jews 
are  always  governed  by  the  same  laws,  to  which  we  are 
always  consistent.  And  although  various  misfortunes  have 
befallen  our  city,  as  have  also  befallen  the  cities  of  others, 
and  although  Antiochus  called  God,^  and  Pompey  the  Great, 
and  Licinius  Crassus,  and  last  of  all  Titus  Caesar,  have 
conquered  us  in  war,  and  got  possession  of  our  temple,  yet 
they  found  no  such  thing  there,  nor  indeed  anything  but 
what  was  agreeable  to  the  strictest  piety,  though  what  they 
found  we  are  not  at  liberty  to  reveal  to  other  nations.  As 
for  Antiochus,  he  had  no  just  cause  for  spoiling  our  temple, 
but  only  came  to  it  when  he  wanted  money,  without  de- 
claring himself  our  enemy,  and  moreover  attacked  us  when 
we  were  his  associates  and  friends,  nor  did  he  find  any 
thing  there  worthy  of  derision.  This  is  attested  by  many 
worthy  writers,  as  Poly  bins  of  Megalapolis,  Strabo  of  Cap- 
padocia,  Nicolaus  of  Damascus,  Timagenes,  Castor  the  an- 
nalist, and  Apollodorus ;  ^  who  all  say  that  it  was  out  of 
Antiochus'  want  of  money,  that  he  broke  his  league  with 
the  Jews,  and  spoiled  their  temple  when  it  was  full  of 
gold  and  silver.  Apion  ought  to  have  had  a  regard  to  these 
facts,  unless  he  himself  rather  had  an  ass's  heart  and  a 
dog's  impudence,  for  the  dog  is  wont  to  be  worshipped 
among  the  Egyptians,^  and  he  had  no  other  external  reason 

'  Furonibus  in  the  Latin,  but  what  animal  it  denotes  does  n<)t  now 
appear. — W.  Furonibus  means  ferrets  or  weasels  according  to  J.  G. 
Miiller.     But  qu.  serpentibus,  or  canihiis  1 

'^  See  Antiq.  xii.  3,  §  2. 

^  It  is  a  gi-eat  pity  that  these  six  Pagan  authors,  here  mentioned  to 
have  described  the  famous  profanation  of  the  Jewish  temple  by  Antio- 
(;hus,  should  be  all  lost ;  I  mean  so  much  of  their  writings  as  contained 
that  description  ;  for  it  is  plain  Josephus  perused  them  all,  and  that  they 
were  therefore  extant  in  his  time. — W. 

^  Miiller  refers  to  Plutarch,  Zs7>,  §  72,  Juvenal,  xv.  8,  and  -rElian, 
H.  A.  xi.  27. 
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for  this  lie  he  tells.  As  for  us  Jews,  we  ascribe  no  honour 
or  power  to  asses,  as  the  Egyptians  do  to  crocodiles  and 
asps,  since  they  esteem  such  as  are  carried  ofi:  by  the 
former,  or  bitten  by  the  latter,  to  be  happy  persons,  and 
persons  worthy  of  God.  Asses  are  with  us  as  with  other 
wise  men,  viz.,  creatures  that  bear  the  burdens  that  we  lay 
upon  them  ;  but  if  they  come  to  our  threshing-floors  and 
eat  our  com,  or  do  not  perform  what  we  impose  upon  them, 
they  receive  a  great  many  stripes,  because  it  is  their  busi- 
ness to  minister  to  us  in  other  work  and  in  things  necessary 
in  husbandry.  But  either  Apion  was  most  unskilful  in 
the  composition  of  falsehoods,  or  at  least,  when  he  began, 
he  was  not  able  to  persevere  in  what  he  had  undertaken, 
since  he  has  no  success  in  the  reproaches  he  casts  upon  us. 
§  8.  But  he  adds  another  fable  from  the  Grreeks,  full 
of  detraction  of  us  ;  as  to  which,  it  will  be  enough  to  say, 
that  they  who  presume  to  speak  about  divine  worship, 
ought  not  to  be  ignorant  that  it  is  less  impure  to  pass 
through  temples,  than  to  concoct  wicked  calumnies  about 
priests.  But  such  men  as  he  are  more  zealous  to  defend 
a  sacrilegious  king,  than  to  write  what  is  just  and  true 
about  us  and  our  temple.  For  wishing  to  gratify  Antio- 
chus,  and  to  conceal  the  perfidiousness  and  sacrilege,  with 
regard  to  our  nation,  which  he  was  guilty  of  when  he 
wanted  money,  they  endeavour  to  detract  from  us  even  in 
regard  to  the  future,  and  have  told  lies.  Apion  becomes 
indeed  the  spokesman  of  others,  and  says,  "  That  Antiochus 
found  in  our  temple  a  couch  and  a  man  lying  upon  it,  with 
a  small  table  placed  before  him  full  of  dainties  of  earth  and 
sea  and  air,  and  that  he  was  amazed  at  the  sight.  And 
this  man  immediately  prostrated  himself  before  the  king 
upon  his  coming  in,  hoping  he  would  afford  him  all  possible 
assistance,  and  fell  down  upon  his  knees,  and  stretched 
out  to  him  his  right  hand,  and  begged  to  be  released.  And 
when  the  king  bade  him  sit  down,  and  tell  him  who  he  was, 
and  why  he  dwelt  there,  and  what  was  the  meaning  of 
those  various  sorts  of  food  that  were  set  before  him,  the 
man  made  a  lamentable  complaint,  and  with  sighs  and 
tears  gave  him  the  following  account  of  the  distress  he  was 
in.  He  said  that  he  was  a  Greek,  and  that,  as  he  was 
travelling  over  the  province  to  get  his  living,  he  was  on  a 
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sudden  seized  upon  by  foreigners,  and  brought  to  the  temple, 
and  shut  up  therein,  and  was  seen  bj  nobody,  but  was  being 
fattened  up  by  these  various  provisions  thus  set  before  him. 
And  truly  at  first  such  unexpected  comforts  excited  in  him 
joy,  but  after  a  while  suspicion,  and  after  that  astonish- 
ment ;  and  at  last  he  inquired  of  the  servants  who  attended 
upon  him,  and  was  informed  by  them  that  he  was  thus  fed 
in  order  to  fulfil  a  law  of  the  Jews  which  they  must  not  tell 
him,  and  that  they  did  the  same  at  a  certain  time  every 
year.  For  they  would  get  hold  of  some  Greek  foreigner, 
and  fat  him  up  thus  every  year,  and  then  lead  him  to  a  cer- 
tain wood  and  kill  him,  and  offer  up  his  body  as  a  sacrifice 
with  their  accustomed  rites,  and  taste  of  his  entrails,  and 
take  an  oath  upon  thus  sacrificiiig  a  Greek,  that  they  would 
ever  be  at  enmity  with  the  Greeks ;  and  they  would  then 
throw  what  remained  of  the  miserable  wretch  into  a  certain 
pit."  Apion  adds  further,  *'  that  the  man  said  he  was  to 
be  killed  in  a  few  day  now,  and  he  implored  Antiochus  to 
respect  the  Greek  gods,  and  to  disappoint  the  snares  the 
Jews  laid  for  his  blood,  and  to  deliver  him  from  the 
miseries  with  which  he  was  surrounded."  Now  a  tale  of 
this  kind  is  not  only  most  full  of  all  tragedy,  but  also 
abounds  in  cruel  imj^udence.  It  does  not  however  clear 
Antiochus  of  sacrilege,  as  those  who  wrote  it  to  please 
him  imagined.  For  he  could  not  presume  beforehand  that 
he  should  meet  w^tli  any  such  thing  in  coming  to  the 
temple,  but  must  have  found  it  unexpectedly.  He  was 
therefore  still  impious  for  his  wicked  desires,  and  just  as 
much  without  regard  to  God,  whatever  he  was  bade  to  do 
by  this  superfluous  lie,  for  lie  it  is,  as  is  most  easy  to  see 
from  the  circumstance  itself.  For  the  difference  of  our 
laws  is  known  not  to  regard  the  Greeks  only,  but  quite  as 
much  or  even  more  the  Egyptians  and  many  other  people 
also.  For  from  what  part  of  the  world  do  not  men  some- 
times come  and  sojourn  among  us,  that  we  should  conspire 
only  against  the  Greeks,  and  endeavour  to  shed  only  their 
blood  !  Or  how  is  it  possible  that  all  the  Jews  should  as- 
semble together  at  these  sacrifices,  and  that  the  entrails  of 
one  man  should  be  sufiicient  for  so  many  thousands  to  taste 
of  them,  as  Apion  alleges  ?  Or  why  did  not  the  king  carry 
this  man,  whoever  he  was,  and  whatever  his   name  was 
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(which  is  not  set  down  in  Apion's  book),  with  great  pomp 
back  into  his  own  country  ?  For,  had  he  done  so,  he  might 
have  been  esteemed  a  religious  person  himself,  and  a  mighty 
lover  of  the  Greeks,  and  might  thereby  have  procured  him- 
self great  assistance  from  all  men  against  the  hatred  of  the 
Jews.  But  I  leave  this  matter :  for  the  proper  way  of  con- 
futing fools,  is  not  to  use  words,  but  to  appeal  to  facts. 
All  then  who  have  seen  the  construction  of  our  temple, 
know  well  enough  its  nature,  and  that  the  purity  of  it  was 
never  to  be  profaned.  For  it  had  four  courts  round  about 
it,  each  one  of  which  was  by  our  law  separated  from 
tlie  rest.  Into  the  first  court  every  body  was  allowed  to  go, 
even  foreigners,  none  but  menstruous  women  being  pro- 
hibited to  enter  it ;  into  the  second  court  went  all  the 
Jews,  as  also  their  wives  when  they  were  free  from  any 
uncleanness ;  into  the  third  went  in  the  Jewish  men  when 
they  were  clean  and  purified;  into  the  fourth  went  the 
])riests,  having  on  their  sacerdotal  garments  :  but  none  went 
into  the  most  sacred  place  but  the  high  priests,  clothed  in 
their  peculiar  robes.  Now  there  is  such  care  exercised  in 
our  religion,  that  the  priests  can  only  go  into  the  temple  at 
certain  hours.  For  in  the  morning,  at  the  opening  of  the 
temple,  those  that  are  to  officiate  enter  and  receive  the 
victims :  and  again  at  noon,  till  the  temple  is  shut.  Further- 
more it  is  not  lawful  to  carry  any  vessel  into  the  holy  house, 
nor  is  there  any  thing  placed  therein,  but  the  altar  (of 
incense),  the  table  (of  show-bread),  the  censer,  and  the 
candlestick,  all  which  things  are  written  in  the  law.  For 
there  is  nothing  more  there,  nor  are  there  any  mysteries 
performed  that  may  not  be  spoken  of,  nor  is  there  any 
feasting  within  the  temple.  What  I  have  now  said  is  pub- 
licly known,  and  supported  by  the  testimony  of  our  whole 
nation,  and  the  method  of  their  operations.  For  although 
there  are  four  courses  of  jmests,  and  each  of  these  courses 
have  more  than  five  thousand  men  in  them,  yet  they  officiate 
on  certain  days  only ;  and  when  those  days  are  over,  other 
priests  succeed  to  the  performance  of  the  sacrifices,  and 
assemble  together  in  the  temjjle  at  mid-day,  and  receive 
the  keys  of  the  temple,  and  all  the  vessels  by  tale,  from 
their  predecessors,  without  any  food  or  drink  being  carried 
into  the  temple.     Nay,  we  are  not  allowed  to  offer  such 
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things  at  the  altar,  except  what  is  prepared  for  the  sac- 
rifices. 

§  9.  What  then  can  we  say  of  Apion,  but  that  he 
examined  none  of  these  things,  while  he  nttered  incredible 
words  about  them  ?  But  it  is  a  great  shame  for  a  critic 
not  to  be  able  to  write  true  history.  And  if  he  knew  the 
purity  of  our  temple,  he  has  entirely  omitted  to  mention 
it ;  while  he  has  concocted  a  story  about  the  seizing  of  a 
Grreek,  about  unspeakable  food,  and  the  most  delicious  pre- 
paration of  dainties  ;  and  pretends  that  strangers  could  go 
into  a  place,  where  the  noblest  men  among  the  Jews  are 
not  allowed  to  enter,  unless  they  be  priests.  This,  there- 
fore, is  the  utmost  degree  of  impiety,  and  a  voluntary  lie, 
to  delude  those  who  will  not  examine  into  the  truth.  By 
such  unspeakable  calumnies  as  are  above  related,  they  have 
tried  to  detract  from  us. 

§  10.  Nay,  this  miracle  of  piety  derides  us  further,  and 
adds  the  following  idle  tale  to  his  former  one.  For  he 
says  that  Antiochus  related  that,  "  while  the  Jews  had  once 
a  long  war  with  the  Idumaeans,  there  came  a  man  out  of 
one  of  the  cities  of  the  Idumteans,  who  had  worshipped 
Apollo  there.  This  man,  whose  name  is  said  to  have  been 
Zabidus,  went  to  the  Jews,  and  promised  that  he  would 
deliver  Apollo,  the  god  of  the  people  of  Dora,  into  their 
hands,  and  that  he  would  come  to  onr  temple,  if  they 
would  all  come  up  with  him,  and  bring  the  whole  multi- 
tude of  the  Jews  with  them.  Then  Zabidus  made  a  certain 
wooden  instrument,  and  put  it  round  him,  and  set  three 
rows  of  lamps  thereon,  and  walked  in  such  a  manner  that 
he  appeared  to  those  that  stood  a  great  way  off  a  kind  of 
star  walking  upon  the  earth.  And  the  Jews  were  terribly 
frightened  at  so  surprising  a  sight,  and  stood  very  quiot 
at  some  distance  ;  and  Zabidus,  while  they  continued  so 
very  quiet,  went  into  the  holy  house,  and  carried  off  the 
golden  head  of  an  ass,  (so  facetiously  does  he  write,)  and 
then  went  his  way  back  again  to  Dora  in  great  haste." 
We  might  say  then  that  Apion  loads  the  ass,  that  is  him- 
self, and  lays  on  him  a  burden  of  fooleries  and  lies.  For  he 
writes  of  places  that  do  not  exist,  and  not  knowing  the 
cities  he  speaks  of,  he  changes  their  situation.  For  Idumaea 
borders  upon  our  country,  and  is  near  Gaza,  and  there  is 
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no  such  city  as  Dora  in  it ;  there  is,  indeed,  a  city  called 
Dora^  in  Phoenice,  near  Mount  Carmel,  but  that  is  four 
days'  journey  from  Idumaea.  And  why,  again,  does  this 
man  accuse  us,  as  not  having  gods  in  common  with  other 
nations,  if  our  forefathers  so  easily  believed  that  Apollo 
would  come  to  them,  and  thought  they  saw  him  walking 
upon  the  earth,  and  the  stars  with  him  ?  For  certainly 
those  who  have  so  many  festivals,  wherein  they  light 
lamps,  must  at  this  rate  have  never  seen  a  lamp  !  It 
seems  also  that  when  Zabidus  took  his  journey  over  the 
country,  where  there  were  so  many  myriads  of  people, 
nobody  met  him.  He  also,  it  seems,  even  in  time  of  war,, 
found  the  walls  of  Jerusalem  destitute  of  guards.  I  omit 
all  the  rest ;  but  the  doors  of  the  holy  house  were  seventy 
cubits  high,  and  twenty  cubits  broad,  and  they  were  all 
plated  over  with  gold,  and  almost  of  solid  gold,  and  there 
were  no  fewer  than  twenty  men  required  to  shut  them 
every  day,  nor  was  it  lawful  ever  to  leave  them  open.  But 
it  seems  this  lamp-bearer  of  ours  opened  them  easily,  or 
thought  he  opened  them,  as  he  thought  he  carried  oif 
the  ass's  head !  But  whether  he  returned  it  to  us  again,, 
or  whether  Apion  took  it  and  returned  it  to  the  temj^le 
again,  that  Antiochus  might  find  it,  and  give  Apion  a  second 
tale,  is  uncertain. 

§  11.  Apion  also  lies  as  to  an  oath  of  ours,  that  we 
swear  by  God,  the  maker  of  the  heaven  and  earth  and  sea, 
to  bear  no  good-will  to  any  foreigner,  and  especially  to 
none  of  the  Greeks.  But  he  ought  to  have  said  falsely  at 
once,  that  we  swear  to  bear  no  good- will  to  any  foreigner, 
and  es}3ecially  to  none  of  the  Egyptians.  For  so  his  story 
about  the  oath  would  have  tallied  with  the  rest  of  his 
former  fictions,  if  indeed  our  forefathers  were  driven  away  by 
their  kinsmen  the  Egyptians,  not  on  account  of  any  wicked- 
ness, but  on  account  of  their  calamities.  As  to  the  Greeks, 
we  are  rather  remote  from  them  in  place  than  different 
from  tbcm  in  institutions,  so  that  we  have  no  enmity  with 
them,  nor  any  jealousy  of  them.  On  the  contrary,  it  has  so 
happened,  that  many  of  them  have  come  over  to  our  laws,. 
and  some  have  continued  in  their  observance,  though  others 

'    Tanhlrah. 
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had  not  courage  enough  to  persevere,  and  seceded  from 
them  again.  Nor  did  anybody  ever  hear  this  oath  sworn 
by  us :  Apion,  it  seems,  was  the  only  person  that  heard  of 
it,  indeed  he  concocted  it  himself. 

§  12.  However,  Apion  deserves  to  be  admired  for  his 
great  understanding  in  what  I  am  going  to  speak  of  next. 
He  says  it  is  a  plain  proof  that  we  neither  have  just 
laws,  nor  worship  Grod  as  we  ought  to  do,  because  we  are 
not  independent,  but  are  rather  in  subjection  to  G-entiles, 
sometimes  to  one  nation,  sometimes  to  another,  and  be- 
cause our  city  has  suffered  from  several  calamities,  while 
their  city  was  from  of  old  an  independent  city,  and  not 
accustomed  to  be  in  subjection  to  the  Romans.  And  yet 
it  would  be  wiser  in  any  one  to  abstain  from  such  boasting. 
For  everybody  but  himself  would  think,  that  Apion  says 
what  he  has  said  against  himself.  For  few  nations  have 
had  the  good  fortune  to  continue  many  generations  in  in- 
dependence, and  the  mutations  in  human  affairs  have  put 
these  also  in  subjection  to  others ;  and  most  nations  have 
often  had  to  obey  others.  But  the  Egyptians  pretend 
that  they  alone  had  this  extraordinary  privilege,  to  serve 
none  of  the  monarchs  who  subdued  Asia  and  Europe,  be- 
cause the  gods  fled  into  their  country,  and  saved  them- 
selves by  changing  themselves  into  the  forms  of  wild  beasts ; 
whereas  in  point  of  fact  these  very  Egyptians  ^  appear  to 
have  never  in  all  past  time  had  one  day  of  freedom,  not 
even  with  their  own  lords.  I  will  not  reproach  them  with 
relating  how  the  Persians  used  them,  not  once  only,  but 
many  times,  laying  their  cities  waste,  and  demolishing  their 
temples,  and  cutting  the  throats  of  those  animals  whom  they 
esteemed  gods ;  for  it  is  not  right  to  imitate  the  clownish 
ignorance  of  Apion,  who  has  no  regard  to  the  misfortunes 
of  the  Athenians  or  of  the  Lacedaemonians,  the  latter  of 
whom  are  affirmed  by    all  men  to  have  been  the   most 

^  This  notorious  disgrace  belonging  peculiarly  to  the  people  of  Eg3^pt, 
ever  since  the  times  of  tlie  old  prophets  of  the  Jews  noted,  both  §  4, 
already,  and  here,  may  be  confirmed  by  the  testimony  of  Isodorus,  an 
Egypt'ian  of  Pelusium,  epist.  lib,  i.  cap.  489.  And  this  is  a  remarkable 
completion  of  the  ancient  prediction  of  God,  by  Ezekiel,  xxix.  14,  15, 
"That  the  Egyptians  should  be  a  base  kingdom,  the  basest  of  the 
kingdoms,"  and  that  it  "  should  not  exalt  itself  any  more  above  the 
nations." — W. 
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courageous,  and  the  former  the  most  religious,  of  the 
Greeks.  I  say  nothing  of  such  kings  as  have  been  famous 
for  piety,  as  one  of  them  whose  name  was  Croesus,  nor 
what  calamities  he  met  with  in  his  life  :  I  say  nothing  of 
the  Acropolis  of  Athens,  of  the  temples  at  Ephesus  and 
Delphi,  nor  of  ten  thousand  others  which  have  been  burnt 
down,  and  nobody  cast  reproaches  on  those  who  were  the 
sufferers,  but  only  on  those  who  were  the  actors  therein. 
But  now  we  have  met  with  a  new  accuser  of  our  nation  in. 
Apion,  who  quite  forgets  the  miseries  of  his  own  people 
the  Egyptians.  Sesostris,  the  legendary  king  of  Egypt,, 
has  blinded  him.  However,  we  will  not  brag  of  our  kings, 
David  and  Solomon,  though  they  conquered  many  nations  : 
we  will  not  speak  of  them.  But  Apion  is  ignorant  of 
what  everybody  knows,  that  the  Egyptians  were  servants 
to  the  Persians,  and  afterwards  to  the  Macedonians,  when 
they  were  lords  of  Asia,  and  w^ere  no  better  than  slaves,, 
while  we  enjoyed  liberty,  and  moreover,  had  the  dominion 
of  the  cities  round  about  us,  for  about  a  hundred  and 
twenty  years,  tillPompey  the  Great.  And  when  all  nations 
were  conquered  by  the  Eomans,  who  are  kings  everywhere, 
our  ancestors  were  the  only  people  who  continued  to  be 
esteemed  their  allies  and  friends  because  of  their  fidelity. 

§  13.  But,  says  Apion,  "  We  Jews  have  not  had  any 
wonderful  men  amongst  us,  as  inventors  of  arts,  nor  any 
eminent  for  wisdom."  He  then  enumerates  Socrates,  and 
Zeno,  and  Cleanthes,  and  some  others  of  the  same  sort ; 
and  then  he  adds  himseK  to  them,  which  is  the  richest 
thing  of  all  that  he  says,  and  pronounces  Alexandria  to 
be  happy,  because  it  has  such  a  citizen  as  him.  For  he  had 
to  bear  witness  to  himself.  For  he  appeared  to  all  others 
no  better  than  a  wicked  mountebank,  corrupt  both  in  his 
life  and  conversation,  so  that  one  may  with  reason  pity 
Alexandria,  if  it  is  proud  of  such  a  citizen  as  he  is.  But 
as  to  our  own  men,  such  as  have  perused  our  Antiquities 
cannot  be  ignorant  that  many  are  as  deserving  of  com- 
mendation as  any  people. 

§  14.  As  to  the  other  things  which  he  sets  down  in  his 
accusation,  it  may  perhaps  be  the  best  way  to  let  them  pass 
without  apology,  that  he  may  be  his  own  accuser,  and  the 
accuser  of  the  rest  of  the  Egyptians.     For  he  accuses  us  of 
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sacrificing  animals,  and  of  abstaining  from  eating  swine's 
flesh,  and  laughs  at  us  for  practising  circumcision.  Now  as 
for  the  slaughter  of  tame  animals,  it  is  common  to  us  and 
to  all  other  men,  and  Apion,  by  making  it  a  crime  to  sacri- 
fice them,  demonstrates  himself  to  be  an  Egyptian ;  for  a 
G-reek  or  Macedonian  would  have  had  no  objection  to  such  a 
thing ;  for  those  people  vow  to  sacrifice  whole  Hecatombs  to 
the  gods,  and  make  use  of  the  victims  for  feasting ;  and  the 
world  is  not  thereby  rendered  destitute  of  cattle,  as  Apion 
feared  it  would  be.  However,  if  all  men  had  followed 
the  manners  of  the  Egyptians,  the  world  would  certainly 
have  been  bereft  of  human  beings,  but  filled  full  of  the 
wildest  beasts,  which,  because  they  suppose  them  to  be 
gods,  they  carefully  nourish.  Now  if  any  one  should  ask 
Apion,  which  of  all  the  Egyptians  he  thinks  to  be  the 
most  wise  and  most  pious,  he  would  certainly  acknowledge 
the  priests  to  be  so.  For  they  say  that  two  things  were 
originally  committed  to  their  care  by  their  kings'  injunc- 
tions, the  worship  of  the  gods  and  the  pursuit  of  wisdom. 
And  their  priests  are  all  circumcised,  and  abstain  from 
eating  swine's  flesh.  Nor  do  any  of  the  other  Egyj^tians 
assist  them  in  sacrificing  to  the  gods.  Apion  was  there- 
fore quite  blinded  in  his  mind,  when,  for  the  sake  of  the 
Egyptians,  he  devised  reproaching  us,  whereas  he  really 
accuses  them,  seeing  that  they  not  only  adopt  those  habits 
which  he  so  much  abuses,  but  have  also  taught  other  men 
to  practise  circumcision,  as  Herodotus  says.^  And  I  think 
Apion  was  justly  punished  for  his  casting  such  reproaches 
on  the  laws  of  his  own  country ;  for  he  was  circumcised 
himself  of  necessity,  on  account  of  an  ulcer  on  his  person, 
which,  as  he  received  no  benefit  from  that  circumcision, 
rotted  away,  and  he  died  in  great  torments.  For  well- 
intentioned  people  ought  to  observe  carefully  their  own 
laws  concerning  religion,  and  not  to  abuse  the  laws  of  other 
nations,  whereas  this  Apion  did  not  observe  his  own  laws, 
and  told  lies  about  ours.  Such  was  the  end  of  Apion' s  life, 
and  let  this  be  our  last  reference  to  him. 

§  15.  Now  as  Apollonius  Molo,  and  Lysimachus,  and  some 
♦others,  partly  out  of  ignorance,  but  chiefly  out  of  ill-will, 

'   Herodotus,  ii.  104. 
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have  written  treatises  about  our  lawgiver  Moses,  and  about 
our  laws,  which  are  neither  fair  nor  true,  calumniating 
Moses  as  an  impostor  and  deceiver,  and  asserting  that  our 
laws  teach  us  wickedness  and  not  virtue,  I  intend  to 
state  briefly,  to  the  best  of  my  ability,  the  whole  constitu- 
tion of  our  polity  and  its  details.  For  I  think  it  will 
then  be  plain  that  the  laws  we  have  are  most  excellently 
adapted  for  the  advancement  of  piety,  and  for  the  interests 
of  society,  and  for  general  philanthropy,  as  also  for  justice, 
and  for  sustaining  labours  with  fortitude,  and  for  con- 
tempt of  death.  And  I  beg  of  those  who  shall  peruse  this 
work  of  mine,  to  read  it  without  ill-will.  For  it  is  not  my 
purpose  to  write  an  encomium  upon  ourselves,  but  I 
esteem  it  the  most  just  defence  for  us,  against  the  many 
and  lying  accusations  that  have  been  made  against  us,  to 
cite  those  laws,  according  to  which  we  lead  our  lives  ;  es- 
pecially as  Apollonius  does  not,  like  Apion,  lay  a  continuous 
accusation  against  us,  but  accuses  us  only  by  fits  and  starts, 
and  here  and  there  throughout  his  treatise.  Sometimes  he 
reproaches  us  as  atheists  and  misanthropes,  and  sometimes 
twits  us  with  our  want  of  courage,  and  yet  sometimes,  on 
the  contrary,  accuses  us  of  too  great  boldness  and  reckless- 
ness. He  also  says  that  we  are  the  stupidest  of  all  barba- 
rians, and  that  this  is  why  we  are  the  only  peoj^le  who  have 
contributed  no  invention  to  life.  All  this  I  think  I  shall 
have  sufficiently  disproved,  when  it  shall  appear  that  our 
laws  enjoin  the  very  reverse  of  what  he  says,  and  that  we 
very  carefully  observe  those  laws.  And  should  I  be  com- 
pelled to  mention  the  laws  of  other  nations  that  are  con- 
trary to  ours,  they  who  have  thought  good  to  depreciate 
our  laws  in  comparison  with  their  owu  must  thank  them- 
selves for  this.  Nor  will  there,  I  think,  be  any  opportunity 
left  them  to  say,  either  that  we  have  not  these  laws,  the 
chief  of  which  I  shall  present  to  the  reader,  or  that  we  do 
not,  above  all  men,  continue  in  the  observance  of  them. 

§  16.  To  begin  then  a  little  back,  I  would  say  this 
first,  that  those  who  were  lovers  of  order  and  common 
laws,  and  who  first  introduced  them,  when  men  were  living 
without  law  and  order,  may  well  have  this  testimony,  that 
they  were  better  than  other  men  in  mildness  and  natural 
virtue.  And  certainly  such  persons  endeavour  to  have  every 
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thing  they  introduce  believed  to  be  very  ancient,  that  they 
may  not  be  thought  to  imitate  others,  but  may  rather  seem 
tliem selves  to  have  suggested  a  regular  way  of  living  to 
others.  Since,  then,  this  is  the  case,  the  excellency  of  a 
legislator  is  seen  in  seeing  what  is  best,  and  in  persuading 
those  who  are  to  use  the  laws  he  ordains  to  have  a  good 
opinion  of  them,  and  the  excellency  of  a  people  is  seen  in 
their  abiding  by  the  laws,  and  making  no  changes  in  them 
either  in  prosperity  or  adversity.  Now  I  say  that  our 
legislator  is  the  most  ancient  of  all  the  legislators  who 
are  an3rwhere  recorded.  For  Lycurgus  and  Solon,  and 
Zaleucus  the  legislator  of  the  Locrians,  and  all  those  legis- 
lators who  are  admired  by  the  Greeks,  seem  to  be  of 
yesterday  if  compared  with  our  legislator,  indeed  the  very 
name  of  law  was  not  so  much  as  known  in  old  times  among 
the  Grreeks.  Homer  bears  me  out  in  this,  for  he  never 
uses  the  word  law  in  all  his  poems ;  ^  for  indeed  there 
was  in  his  time  no  such  thing,  but  the  multitude  was 
governed  by  undefined  opinions  and  by  the  orders  of  their 
kings.  They  continued  also  a  long  time  after  Homer  in 
the  use  of  these  unwritten  customs,  although  they  fre- 
quently changed  them  to  suit  a  particular  emergency. 
But  our  legislator,  who  was  of  so  much  greater  antiquity 
than  the  rest  (as  even  those  who  speak  against  us  upon  all 
occasions  admit),  exhibited  himself  to  the  people  as  their 
best  guide  and  counsellor,  and  included  in  his  legislation 
the  whole  conduct  of  life,  and  persuaded  them  to  receive 
it,  and  brought  it  to  pass  that  those  who  were  acquainted 
with  his  laws  did  most  carefully  observe  them. 

§  17.  Now  let  us  consider  his  first  and  greatest  work. 
When  it  was  resolved  on  by  our  forefathers  to  leave  Egypt, 
and  to  return  to  their  own  country,  he  took  the  many 
myriads  of  the  people,  and  safely  rescued  them  out  of 
many  difficulties.  For  it  was  necessary  for  them  to  travel 
over  a  waterless  and  sandy  desert,  and  to  overcome  their 
enemies,  and  during  their  battles  to  preserve  their  chil- 
dren and  wives  and  spoil ;  on  all  which  occasions  he  showed 
himself  a  most  excellent  general,  and  a  most  sagacious 
counsellor,  and  one  that  took  the  truest  care  of  them  all.    He 

'  Hesiod  is  the  fii'st  who  uses  the  word  voiiog. 
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also  SO  brought  it  al)out,  that  the  whole  multitude  de- 
pended upon  him,  and  while  he  made  them  always  obedient 
to  what  he  enjoined,  he  never  used  his  authority  for  his 
own  private  advantage.  And  at  the  time  when  eminent 
men  do  most  gain  great  power  for  themselves,  and  pave  the 
way  for  tyranny,  and  accustom  the  people  to  live  very  law- 
lessly, our  legislator,  on  the  contrary,  though  he  had  such 
great  authority,  thought  he  ought  to  have  regard  to  piety, 
and  to  show  his  great  good-will  to  the  people ;  for  so  he 
thought  he  might  best  show  his  own  virtue,  and  might 
secure  the  most  lasting  prosperity  to  those  who  had  made 
him  their  leader.  As  therefore  his  intentions  were  so  good, 
and  he  had  performed  such  wonderful  exploits,  we  justly 
looked  upon  ourselves  as  having  a  divine  leader  and  coun- 
sellor. And  when  he  had  first  persuaded  himself  that  his 
actions  and  designs  were  agreeable  to  G-od's  will,  he  thought 
it  his  duty  to  impress  that  notion  above  all  things  upon 
the  multitude :  for  those  who  believe  that  God  surveys  their 
hves  cannot  bear  the  thought  of  sin.  Such  then  was  the 
character  of  our  legislator,  who  was  no  impostor,  or  de- 
ceiver, as  his  revilers  say  unjustly,  but  such  a  one  as  they 
boast  Minos  to  have  been  among  the  Greeks,  and  other 
legislators  after  him.  For  some  of  them  maintained  that 
they  had  their  laws  from  God,  and  Minos  referred  the 
oracular  origin  of  his  laws  to  Apollo  and  his  oracle  at 
Delphi,  whether  they  thought  they  were  really  so  derived, 
or  that  they  could  so  more  easily  persuade  the  jDCople  to 
obey  them.  And  as  to  who  made  the  best  laws,  and  who 
had  the  justest  ideas  as  to  faith  in  God,  it  is  easy  to  deter- 
mine this  by  comparing  the  laws  themselves  together,  for  it 
is  time  that  we  come  to  that  point.  Now  there  are  innu- 
merable differences  in  detail  in  the  customs  and  laws  that 
obtain  among  all  mankind  ;  for  some  legislators  have  per- 
mitted their  governments  to  be  monarchies,  others  oligar- 
chies, and  others  democracies.  But  our  legislator  had  no 
regard  to  any  of  these  things,  but  ordained  our  government 
to  be  w^hat,  by  a  strained  expression,  may  be  termed  a  Theo- 
cracy, ascribing  the  sovereignty  and  authority  to  God,  and 
persuading  all  the  people  to  look  to  him  as  the  author  of  all 
good  things  that  were  enjoyed  either  in  common  by  all  man- 
kind, or  by  each  individual  privately,  and  of  all  that  they 
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themselves  obtained  by  praying  to  him  in  their  greatest 
straits.  He  informed  them  also  that  it  was  impossible  to 
escape  God'^  observation,  either  in  any  of  their  outward 
actions,  or  in  any  of  their  inward  thoughts.  Moreover,  he 
represented  God  as  unbegotten,  and  immutable  through  all 
eternity,  surpassing  all  mortal  conception  in  beauty,  and 
though  known  to  us  by  his  power,  yet  unknown  to  us  as  to 
his  essence.  I  do  not  now  say  that  the  wisest  of  the  Greeks 
were  taught  these  notions  of  God  by  principles  that  Moses 
supplied  them  with  ;  but  they  have  borne  emphatic  witness 
that  these  notions  are  good  and  agreeable  to  the  nature  and 
majesty  of  God.  For  Pythagoras,  and  Anaxagoras,  and 
Plato,  and  the  Stoic  Philosophers  that  succeeded  them,  and 
almost  all  other  philosophers,  seem  to  have  had  the  same 
notions  about  the  nature  of  God.  But  these  men  durst  not 
disclose  those  true  notions  to  more  than  a  few,  because  the 
body  of  the  people  were  prepossessed  by  other  opinions, 
while  our  legislator,  who  made  his  actions  square  with  his 
laws,  not  only  prevailed  upon  his  contemporaries  to  agree 
to  his  notions,  but  so  firmly  imprinted  this  faith  in  God 
upon  all  their  posterity,  that  it  could  never  be  removed. 
And  the  reason  why  our  lawgiver  in  his  legislation  far  ex- 
ceeded all  other  legislators  in  utility  to  all,  is  that  he  did 
not  make  religion  a  j^ai't  of  virtue,  but  had  the  insight  to 
make  the  various  virtues  parts  of  religion;  I  mean  justice, 
and  fortitude,  and  self-control,  and  the  mutual  harmony  in 
all  things  of  the  members  of  the  community  with  one  an- 
other. For  all  our  actions  and  studies  and  words  have  a 
connection  with  piety  towards  God ;  for  he  has  left  none  of 
these  things  indefinite  or  undetermined.  For  there  are  two 
ways  of  arriving  at  any  discipline  or  moral  conduct  of  life  ; 
the  one  is  by  instruction  in  words,  the  other  by  exercises  in 
practice.  Now  all  other  lawgivers  separated  these  two  ways 
in  their  codes,  and  choosing  the  one  of  those  methods  which 
best  pleased  them,  neglected  the  other.  Thus  did  the  Lace- 
daemonians and  the  Cretans  teach  by  exercises  in  practice, 
and  not  by  words ;  while  the  Athenians  and  almost  all  the 
other  Greeks  made  laws  about  what  was  to  be  done  or  left 
imdone,  but  neglected  exercising  people  thereto  in  practice. 
§  18.  But  our  legislator  very  carefully  joined  these  two 
methods  of  instruction  together  :  for  he  neither  left  these 
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exercises  iii  practice  to  go  on  without  verbal  instruction,  nor 
did  he  permit  the  hearing  of  the  law  to  proceed  without 
exercises  in  practice  ;  but  beginning  immediately  with  the 
earliest  infancy,  and  the  appointment  of  every  one's  diet,  he 
left  nothing  of  the  very  smallest  consequence  to  be  done  at 
the  pleasure  and  caprice  of  the  persons  themselves ;  but 
made  fixed  rules  and  laws  what  sorts  of  food  they  should 
abstain  from,  and  what  sorts  they  should  make  use  of,  as 
also  what  intercourse  they  should  have  with  others ;  what 
diligence  they  should  use  in  their  occupations,  and  what 
times  of  rest  should  be  interposed ;  that,  by  living  under 
those  laws  as  under  a  father  and  a  master,  we  might  be 
guilty  of  no  sin  either  from  wilfulness  or  ignorance.  For 
he  did  not  suffer  the  pretext  of  ignorance  to  be  valid,  but 
showed  the  law  to  be  the  best  and  most  necessary  of  instruc- 
tions, for  he  bade  the  people  leave  off  all  their  other  employ- 
ments, and  assemble  together  to  hear  the  law,  and  to  be 
perfectly  instructed  in  it,  not  once  or  twice  or  often,  but 
every  week ;  a  thing  which  all  other  legislators  seem  to  have 
neglected. 

§  19.  Indeed  most  of  mankind  are  so  far  from  living  ac- 
cording to  their  own  laws,  that  they  hardly  know  them,  but 
when  they  have  sinned,  then  they  learn  from  others  that 
they  have  transgressed  the  law.  Even  those  who  are  in  the 
highest  and  most  important  offices  confess  they  are  not  ac- 
quainted with  their  laws,  and  are  obliged  to  take  such  per- 
sons as  profess  to  have  skill  in  those  laws  for  their  assessors 
in  the  administration  of  public  affairs.  But  if  any  body  do 
but  ask  any  one  of  our  people  about  our  laws,  he  could  more 
easily  tell  them  all  than  he  could  tell  his  own  name.  For 
because  of  our  having  learned  them  as  soon  as  ever  we  be- 
came sensible  of  any  thing,  we  have  them  as  it  were  en- 
graven on  our  souls.  And  our  transgressors  of  them  are 
but  few,  and  it  is  impossible,  when  any  do  offend,  to  escape 
punishment  by  entreaty  for  pardon. 

§  20.  And  it  is  this  very  thing  that  principally  creates  such 
wonderful  oneness  of  mind  amongst  us  all.  For  our  having 
one  and  the  same  opinion  about  God,  and  our  having  no  diffe- 
rence from  one  another  in  our  course  of  life  and  manners, 
brings  about  among  us  the  most  excellent  accord  in  manners 
that  is  anywhere  among  mankind.     For  among  us  alone 
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will  no  one  liear  any  discourses  about  God  that  contradict 
one  another,  which  are  yet  frequent  among  other  nations 
(and  this  is  true  not  only  among  ordinary  persons,  according 
as  every  one  is  personally  disposed,  but  some  of  the  philo- 
sophers also  have  been  bold  enough  to  indulge  in  such 
speculations,  some  of  them  having  attempted  to  take  away 
all  the  nature  of  God,  as  others  of  them  have  taken  away 
his  providence  over  mankind),  nor  will  any  one  perceive 
amongst  us  any  difference  in  the  conduct  of  our  lives,  but 
the  works  of  all  among  us  are  common,  and  we  have  one 
doctrine  about  God,  which  chimes  in  with  our  law,  and 
affirms  that  he  surveys  all  things.  And  as  to  the  conduct 
of  our  lives,  that  we  consider  that  all  things  ought  to  have 
piety  for  their  end,  any  body  may  hear  from  our  women 
and  servants. 

§  21.  Hence  indeed  has  arisen  the  accusation  which 
some  bring  against  us,  that  we  have  produced  no  men  that 
have  been  inventors  of  new  deeds  or  words.  For  all  other 
nations  think  it  a  fine  thing  to  stick  to  nothing  that  has  been 
handed  down  from  their  forefathers,  and  testify  to  the  clever 
wisdom  of  men  who  are  bold  enough  to  ignore  their  tradi- 
tions ;  whereas  we,  on  the  contrary,  suppose  it  to  be  our 
only  wisdom  and  virtue  neither  to  act  nor  think  contrary  to 
our  original  laws.  Now  this  is  a  reasonable  proof  that  our 
legislation  is  admirable  ;  for  laws  which  are  not  thus  well 
made  are  proved  upon  trial  to  want  amendment. 

§  22.  And  as  we  are  ourselves  persuaded  that  our  laAv 
was  made  agreeably  to  the  will  of  God,  it  would  be  impious 
for  us  not  to  observe  the  same.  For  what  is  there  in  it 
that  any  body  would  change,  or  what  could  one  invent 
better,  or  what  could  one  borrow  from  other  people's  laws 
more  excellent  ?  Would  any  have  the  entire  frame-work  of 
our  polity  altered  ?  And  what  could  be  a  better  or  more 
righteous  constitution  than  ours,  which  makes  us  esteem 
God  the  governor  of  the  universe,  and  commits  to  the 
priests  generally  the  administration  of  the  principal  affairs, 
and  again  intrusts  the  rule  over  the  other  priests  to  the 
high  priest  who  is  supreme  over  everything  ?  Nor  did  our 
legislator,  at  their  first  appointment,  advance  these  priests 
to  that  dignity  for  their  riches,  or  for  any  other  fortuitous 
advantages,  but  he  intrusted  the  management  of  divine 
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worship  mainly  to  those  who  exceeded  others  in  powers  of 
persuasion  and  in  self-control.  Tliese  men  had  the  strict 
care  of  the  law,  and  had  the  rest  of  the  people's  conduct 
committed  to  them  :  for  the  priests  were  ordained  to  be 
overseers  of  everything,  and  to  be  judges  in  doubtful  cases, 
and  to  be  the  punishers  of  those  who  were  condemned  to 
suffer  punishment. 

§  28.  What  form  of  government  then  can  be  more  holy 
than  this  ?  what  more  worthy  worship  can  be  paid  to  God 
than  we  pay,  where  the  entire  body  of  the  peoj^le  are  pre- 
pared for  religion,  where  an  extraordinary  degree  of  care  is 
required  in  the  priests,  and  where  the  whole  polity  is  so 
ordered  as  if  it  were  a  sort  of  religious  solemnity?  For  what 
foreigners,  when  they  solemnize  such  festivals,  and  call 
them  mysteries  and  initiations,  are  not  able  to  observe  even 
for  a  few  days,  we  observe  with  much  pleasure  and  un- 
shaken resolution  during  our  whole  lives.  What  are  the 
things  then  that  we  are  commanded  or  forbidden  ?  They 
are  simple  and  well  known.  The  first  command  is  con- 
cerning God,  and  affirms  that  God  is  almighty  and  perfect 
and  happy,  self-sufficing  and  sufficient  for  all  other  beings, 
the  beginning,  the  middle,  and  the  end  of  all  things.  He 
is  manifest  in  his  works  and  benefits,  and  more  conspicuous 
than  any  other  being  whatever;  but  as  to  his  form  and 
size  he  is  most  obscure.  All  materials,  let  them  be  ever  so 
costly,  are  unworthy  to  com2)ose  an  image  of  him,  and  all 
arts  are  inartistic  to  express  the  notion  of  him.  We  cannot 
see  any  thing  like  him,  nor  is  it  agreeable  to  piety  to  con- 
jecture about  him.  We  see  his  works,  the  light,  the 
heaven,  the  earth,  the  sun  and  moon,  the  waters,  the  gene- 
rations of  animals,  and  the  growth  of  fruits.  God  did  not 
make  these  things  with  hands  nor  with  labour,  nor  did  he 
need  the  assistance  of  any  to  co-operate  with  him :  but  as 
his  will  resolved  they  should  be  made  and  be  good  also, 
they  were  made  and  became  good  immediately.  All  men 
ought  to  follow  and  worship  him  in  the  exercise  of  virtue  ; 
for  this  way  of  worship  of  God  is  the  most  holy. 

§  24.  There  is  also  but  one  temple  for  one  God  (for  like- 
ness is  the  constant  foundation  of  agreement^),  common  to 

^  Miller  compares  Aris:ot!e,  Ethi:5=,  ix,  0,  3  ;  viii.  1,  6. 
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all  men,  because  God  is  common  to  all  men.  His  priests 
are  continually  about  his  worship,  over  whom  he  that  is 
head  of  the  family  presides.  His  business  is  to  offer  sacri- 
fices to  God  with  his  fellow-priests,  to  see  that  the  laws  are 
observed,  to  determine  controversies,  and  to  punish  those 
who  are  convicted  of  wrong-doing.  And  he  that  does  not 
submit  to  him  is  subject  to  the  same  punishment  as 
if  he  had  been  guily  of  impiety  towards  God  himself. 
When  we  offer  sacrifices  to  him,  we  do  not  do  so  to  surfeit 
ourselves  or  to  be  drunk  (for  such  excesses  are  against  the 
will  of  God,  and  the  sacrifices  would  then  be  an  excuse  for 
riot  and  luxury),  but  by  keeping  ourselves  sober,  orderly, 
and  ready  for  our  other  occupations,  and  being  more  tem- 
perate ^  than  others.  And  at  the  sacrifices  themselves,  we 
ought  first  to  pray  for  the  common  welfare  of  all,  and  after 
that  for  our  own  (for  we  are  made  for  fellowship  with  one 
another),  and  he  who  prefers  the  common  good  to  his  own 
private  good  is  especially  acceptable  to  God.  And  let  our 
prayers  and  supplications  be  made  to  God,  not  so  much 
that  he  would  give  us  what  is  good,  (for  he  has  already 
given  that  of  his  own  accord,  and  distributed  it  alike  to 
all,)  as  that  we  may  duly  receive  it,  and  when  we  have 
received  it  keep  it.  The  law  has  also  appointed  several 
purifications  at  our  sacrifices,  whereby  we  are  cleansed  after 
a  funeral,  after  any  nocturnal  pollution,  and  after  connec- 
tion with  our  wives,  and  after  several  other  things  which  it 
would  be  too  long  now  to  set  down.  Such  is  our  rationale 
concerning  God  and  his  worship,  and  the  law  is  also  the 
same. 

§  25.  What,  again,  are  our  laws  about  marriages  ?  The 
law  recognizes  no  connection  of  the  sexes  but  the  natural 
connection  between  a  man  and  his  wife,  and  that  only  for 
the  procreation  of  children ;  and  it  abhors  sodomy,  and 
death  is  the  punishment  for  that  crime.  The  law  com- 
mands us  also,  when  we  marry,  not  to  have  regard  to  dowry, 
nor  to  take  a  woman  by  violence,  nor  to  persuade  her  by 
deceit  and  guile,  but  to  demand  her  in  marriage  of  him  who 
has  power  to  dispose  of  her,  and  is  fit "  to  give  her  away  be- 
cause of  his  nearness  of  kin.    For  the  legislator  says  that  a 

'  Reading  o-w^oovw/iej  with  Belxk3r  and  Miiller. 
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woman  is  inferior  to  her  husband  in  all  thing's.  Let  her, 
therefore,  be  obedient  to  him  ;  not  that  he  should  ill-treat 
her,  but  that  she  may  acknowledge  her  position  to  be  a 
subordinate  one,  for  God  has  given  the  authority  to  the 
husband.  A  husband  is  to  lie  only  with  his  wife,  and  to 
seduce  another  man's  wife  is  a  wicked  thing,  which,  if  any 
one  ventures  upon,  death  is  inevitably  his  punishment,  as  it 
is  also  his  who  forces  a  virgin  betrothed  to  another  man. 
The  law,  moreover,  enjoins  us  to  bring  up  all  our  offsj^ring, 
and  forbids  women  to  cause  abortion  of  what  is  begotten,  ' 
or  to  destroy  the  foetus  in  any  other  way,^  for  she  will  be 
an  infanticide  who  thus  destroys  life  and  diminishes  the 
human  race.  If  any  one,  therefore,  commits  adultery  or 
seduction,  he  cannot  be  clean.  Wliy,  even  after  the  regular 
connection  of  man  and  wife,  the  law  eu joins  that  they  shall 
both  wash  themselves.  For  there  is  a  defilement  contracted 
thereby  both  of  soul  and  body,  as  if  they  had  travelled  into 
another  country.  For  the  soul  suffers  from  its  union  with 
the  body,^  and  is  only  freed  therefrom  again  by  death. 
On  this  account  the  law  requires  purification  in  all  such 
cases. 

§  26.  Moreover  the  law  does  not  permit  us  to  feast  at 
the  births  of  our  children,  and  so  make  excuses  for  drink- 
ing to  excess,  but  it  ordains  that  the  very  beginning  of  life 
should  be  sober.  It  also  commands  us  to  bring  our  chil- 
dren up  in  learning,  and  to  make  them  conversant  with  the 
laws,  and  acquainted  with  the  acts  of  their  forefathers,  that 
they  may  imitate  them,  and  being  nourished  \\])  in  them 
may  neither  transgress  them,  nor  have  any  excuse  for 
ignorance  of  them. 

§  27.  Our  law  also  provides  for  the  decent  burial  of  the  J 
dead,  but  without  any  extravagant  expense  at  their  funerals, 
and  without  the  erection  of  any  handsome  monuments  for 
them,  and  orders  that  the  nearest  relations  should  per- 
form their  obsequies.  It  also  ordains  that  all  who  pass  by 
when  any  one  is  buried  should  accompany  the  funeral, 
and  join  in  the  lamentation.  It  also  orders  that  the  house 
and  its  inhabitants  should  be  purified  after  the  funeral  is  ^ 
over,  that  every  one  may  thence  learn  to  be  as  far  as  pos- 

^  I  follow  Mliller's  reading  here.  ^  I  read  aMiian. 
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sible  from  tliiiikinL;'  liimself  pure,  if  lie  lias  been  guilty  of 
murder. 

§  28.  The  law  also  ordains,  that  parents  should  be 
honoured  next  after  God  himself,  and  orders  the  son  who 
does  not  requite  them  for  the  benefits  he  has  received  from 
them,  but  comes  short  on  any  occasion,  to  l)e  handed  over 
to  justice  and  stoned.  It  also  says  that  yoims^  men  should 
pay  due  respect  to  every  elder,  since  God  is  the  eldest  of  all 
beings.  It  does  not  give  leave  to  conceal  any  thing  from 
our  friends,  for  that  is  not  friendship  which  will  not  trust 
them  in  all  things.  It  also  forbids  the  revelation  of  their 
secrets,  if  subsequent  enmity  arise  between  them.  If  any 
judge  take  bribes,  his  punishment  is  death.  He  that 
neglects  one  that  begs  for  aid,  when  he  is  able  to  relieve 
him,  is  liable  to  be  called  to  account.  What  one  has  not 
intrusted  to  another,  cannot  be  required  back  again.  ]S"o 
one  is  to  touch  another's  goods.  He  that  lends  money 
must  not  receive  interest.  These,  and  inany  more  of  the 
like  sort,  are  the  rules  that  unite  us  in  the  bonds  of  society 
with  one  another. 

§  29.  It  will  also  be  worth  our  while  to  see  what  equity 
our  legislator  would  have  us  exercise  in  our  intercourse 
with  strangers.  For  it  will  then  appear  that  he  made  the 
best  provision  he  possibly  could,  that  we  should  neither 
infringe  our  own  polity,  nor  show  a  grudging  spirit  to  those 
who  would  cultivate  a  friendship  with  us.  Thus  our  legis- 
lator receives  in  a  friendly  manner  all  those  who  wish  to 
come  and  live  under  our  laws,  esteeming  relationship  to 
lie  not  only  in  race  but  also  in  similarity  of  life  and  manners. 
But  he  does  not  allow  those  who  come  to  us  only  to  sojourn 
for  a  time  to  be  admitted  into  communion  with  us. 

§  30.  There  are,  however,  various  things  which  our  legis- 
lator ordered  us  as  obligatory  on  us  to  impart  to  all  men ;  as 
to  give  fire,  water,  and  food,  to  such  as  require  them,  and  to 
show  them  the  way,  and  not  to  let  any  one  lie  unburied. 
He  also  would  have  us  treat  those  accounted  ^  our  enemies 
with  moderation.  For  he  does  not  allow  us  to  set  their 
country  on  fire,  nor  does  he  permit  us  to  cjit  down  their 
fruit  trees  ;  he  also  forbids  us  to   strip  those  that  have 

'   Roacling  KpiOi-i'Tar  with  Belsker. 
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been  slain  in  war.  He  has  also  provided  for  such  as  are 
taken  eaptive,  that  they  may  not  be  ill-treated,  and  espe- 
cially the  captive  women.  Indeed,  he  has  taught  us  gentle- 
ness and  humanity  so  effectually,  that  he  has  not  ne^^lected 
the  care  of  brute  beasts,  permitting  no  other  than  the 
regular  use  of  them,  and  forbidding  any  other.  And  if 
any  of  them  flee  to  our  houses  as  suppliants,  we  are  for- 
bidden to  slay  them.  Nor  may  we  kill  the  dams  with 
their  young  ones  ;  and  we  are  obliged,  even  in  an  enemy's 
country,  to  spare  and  not  kill  those  animals  that  labour 
for  mankind.  Thus  has  our  lawgiver  contrived  to  teach 
us  merciful  conduct  every  way,  by  using  us  to  such  laws 
as  instruct  us  therein  :  while  at  the  same  time  he  has 
ordained,  that  such  as  break  these  laws  should  be  punished 
without  excuse. 

§  31.  Now  most  offences  with  us  are  capital,  as  if  any 
one  is  guilty  of  adultery,  if  any  forces  a  virgin,  if  any  one  is 
so  impudent  as  to  attempt  to  commit  sodomy  with  a  male, 
or  if  the  person  solicited  submits  to  be  so  used.  The  law 
is  also  equally  inexorable  for  slaves.  And  if  any  one  cheats 
another  in  measures  or  weights,  or  makes  a  knavish  bargain 
and  sale  to  cheat  another,  or  if  any  one  steal  what  belongs 
to  another,  and  takes  what  he  never  deposited,  all  these 
have  punishments  allotted  them,  and  that  not  such  as  are 
met  with  among  other  nations,  Ijut  more  severe  ones.  And 
as  to  misbehaviour  to  parents,  or  impiety  to  God,  for  the 
very  intention  the  offender  is  put  to  death  immediately. 
For  those,  on  the  other  hand,  who  act  according  to  the  laws 
the  reward  is  not  silver  nor  gold,  nor  again  a  crown  of  wild 
olive  or  parsley,  nor  any  such  public  mark  of  commenda- 
tion; but  each  one,  having  his  own  conscience  bearing  him 
witness,  believes  (on  the  word  of  the  legislator,  confirmed 
by  the  sure  testimony  of  Grod)  that  to  those  that  observe 
these  laws,  even  though  they  should  be  obliged  to  die 
willingly  for  them,  God  has  granted  t4iat  they  shall  come 
into  being  again,  and  after  their  vicissitudes  have  a  better 
life  than  they  had  before.  I  should  hesitate  to  write  thus 
at  this  time,  were  it  not  well  known  to  all  from  their  actions, 
that  many  uf  our  people  have  frequently  bravely  resolved 
to  endure  any  sufferings,  rather  than  speak  one  word  against 
our  law. 
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§  32.  Indeed,  had  our  nation  not  happened  to  be  known 
to  all  men,  and  had  our  voluntary  submission  to  our  laws 
not  been  open  and  manifest,  but  somebody  read  these  laws 
to  the  Greeks,  either  pretending  to  have  written  them  him- 
self, or  asserting  that  he  had  met  with  men  outside  the 
limits  of  the  known  world  who  had  such  sublime  notions 
of  God,  and  had  continued  many  a  century  in  the  steady 
observance  of  such  laws  as  ours,  I  cannot  but  suppose  that 
all  men  would  admire  our  nation  because  of  the  frequent 
changes  they  had  themselves  been  subject  to.  For  those 
who  have  attempted  to  write  something  of  the  same  kind  as 
a  polity  and  code  of  laws,  are  accused  of  composing  mons- 
trous things,  and  are  said  to  have  undertaken  an  impossible 
task.  I  will  say  nothing  here  of  those  other  philosophers 
who  have  undertaken  any  thing  of  this  kind  in  their 
writings.  But  Plato,  who  is  admired  by  the  Greeks  as  re- 
markable for  his  lofty  life  and  force  of  language,  and  who 
in  powers  of  persuasion  excelled  all  other  philosophers, 
continues  to  be  little  better  than  laughed  at  and  publicly 
ridiculed  as  on  the  stage  by  those  that  pretend  to  sagacity 
in  political  affairs  :  although  he  who  shall  dihgently  peruse 
his  writings,  Avill  find  them  mild  and  pretty  near  to  the 
customs  of  the  generality  of  mankind.  And  Plato  him- 
self confesses  that  it  is  not  safe  to  publish  the  true  notion 
concerning  God  among  the  ignorant  multitude.  Yet  some 
men  look  upon  Plato's  discourses  as  no  better  than  certain 
idle  words  tricked  out  with  great  artifice.  However,  they 
admire  Lycurgus  most  of  all  legislators,  and  all  men  cele- 
brate Sparta  for  having  continued  in  the  observance  of 
his  laws  for  a  very  long  time.  So  let  it  be  admitted  a 
proof  of  virtue  to  obey  the  laws.  But  then  let  such  as 
admire  this  in  the  Lacedaemonians,  compare  the  duration 
of  their  polity  with  the  more  than  two  thousand  years  that 
our  polity  has  lasted,  and  let  them  further  consider  that, 
though  the  Lacedaemonians  seemed  to  observe  their  laws 
strictly,  while  they  enjoyed  their  liberty,  yet,  when  they 
underwent  a  change  of  fortune,  they  almost  forgot  all  those 
laws  ;  while  we,  though  we  have  had  ten  thousand  reverses, 
owing  to  the  frequent  changes  of  rulers  in  Asia,  have  never 
abandoned  our  laws  in  the  most  pressing  distresses  we 
have  been   in,  nor  neglected   them  either  from    sloth   or 
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luxury ;  yet,  if  any  cue  will  consider  the  matter,  the  diffi- 
culties and  labours  laid  upon  us  have  been  far  greater  than 
what  seem  to  have  been  borne  by  the  fortitude  of  the 
Lacedaemonians.  For  they  neither  cultivated  their  land, 
nor  exercised  any  trades,  but  lived  in  their  own  city,  free 
from  all  labour,  in  the  enjoyment  of  plenty,  and  using  such 
exercises  as  might  improve  their  bodies,  while  they  made 
use  of  other  men  to  minister  to  them  in  all  the  necessaries 
of  life,  and  had  their  food  prepared  for  them  by  them ; 
enduring  all  toils  and  hardships  merely  for  this  one^  noble 
and  humane  end,  that  they  might  be  able  to  conquer  all 
those  against  whom  they  made  war !  I  need  not  add  that 
they  did  not  always  succeed  in  this ;  for  not  only  a  few  in- 
dividuals, but  multitudes  of  them  have  frequently  eii  masse 
neglected  the  precepts  of  their  law,  and  surrendered  with 
their  arms  to  their  enemies. 

§  33.  Now,  as  for  ourselves,  I  venture  to  say,  that  no 
one  can  tell  of  so  many,  nay,  of  more  than  one  or  two,  that 
have  abandoned  our  laws,  or  feared  death,  I  do  not  mean 
that  easiest  of  deaths  which  happens  in  battles,  but  that 
which  comes  with  bodily  tortures,  and  seems  to  be  the 
hardest  death  of  all.  Indeed  I  think  those  that  have  con- 
quered us  have  put  us  to  such  deaths,  not  from  their  hatred 
t  ( )  us  when  they  had  got  us  in  their  power,  but  rather  from 
their  desire  to  see  a  wonderful  sight,  namely,  that  there 
are  men  in  the  w^orld,  who  believe  the  only  evil  is  being 
compelled  to  do  or  to  speak  any  thing  contrary  to  their 
laws !  Nor  ought  men  to  wonder  at  us,  if  we  are  more 
courageous  in  dying  for  our  laws  than  all  other  men  are. 
For  other  men  do  not  easily  submit  to  what  seem  the 
easiest  of  our  practices,  I  mean  such  things  as  working 
with  our  hands,  and  simple  diet,  and  being  contented  to 
eat  and  drink  and  lie  with  our  wives  by  rule,  as  also  in 
respect  to  luxury,  and  again  in  the  constant  observance  of 
our  days  of  rest.  For  those  that  can  use  their  swords  in 
war,  and  can  put  their  enemies  to  flight  when  they  attack 
them,  cannot  bear  to  submit  to  rules  about  their  mode  of 
living  ;  whereas  our  being  accustomed  willingly  to  submit 
to  laws  in  these  cases  makes  us  readier  to  show  our  forti- 
tude upon  other  occasions  also. 

^  Eeading  t^'  'ti:     Of  course  tlie  sentence  is  ironical. 
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§  34.  Yet  the  Lysimachuses  and  the  Molos,  and  some 
other  such  writers,  reprobate  sophists,  and  deceivers  of 
young  men,  abuse  us  as  the  vilest  of  mankind.  Now  I 
had  no  mind  to  make  an  inquiry  into  the  laws  of  other 
nations.  For  the  custom  of  our  country  is  to  keep  our 
own  laws,  and  not  to  bring  accusations  against  the  laws  of 
others ;  and  indeed  our  legislator  has  expressly  forbidden 
us  to  jeer  or  rail  at  those  that  are  esteemed  gods  by  other 
people,^  out  of  respect  to  the  very  name  of  God.  But 
as  our  antagonists  think  to  run  us  down  by  a  comparison 
of  their  religion  and  ours,  it  is  not  possible  to  keep  silence, 
especially  as  what  I  shall  say  to  confute  these  men  will 
not  be  now  first  said,  but  has  been  already  said  by  many 
of  the  highest  reputation.  For  who  among  those  that  have 
been  admired  among  the  Greeks  for  wisdom  has  not  greatly 
censured  not  only  the  most  famous  poets,  but  also  the 
most  esteemed  legislators,  for  spreading  originally  among 
the  masses  such  notions  concerning  the  gods  as  that  they 
may  be  allowed  to  be  as  numerous  as  they  themselves 
have  a  mind  to  declare,  and  that  they  are  begotten  by 
one  another,  and  that  in  all  kinds  of  ways  imaginable. 
They  also  classify  them  in  their  places  and  ways  of  living, 
as  one  would  classify  various  kinds  of  animals,  placing 
some  under  the  earth,"  and  some  in  the  sea,^  and  they  re- 
present the  ancientest  of  them  all  as  bound  in  Tartarus  ;  * 
whereas  in  the  case  of  those  gods  to  whom  they  have 
allotted  heaven,  they  have  set  over  them  one,  who  in  name 
is  their  father,  but  in  his  actions  a  tyrant  and  despot ; '  so 
that  his  wife,  and  brother,  and  daughter  (which  daughter  ^ 
he  brought  forth  from  his  own  head),  made  a  conspiracy 
against  him  to  seize  upon  him  and  confine  him,  as  he  had 
himself  seized  upon  and  confined  his  own  father.^ 

§  35.  Justly  do  the  wisest  men  think  such  notions  as 
these  deserving  of  severe  rebukes,  and  also  laugh  at  the 
idea  that  we  ought  to  believe  some  of  the  gods  to  be  beard- 

^  Compare  Antiq.  iv.  S,  §  10.— VV. 

^  As  Pluto  and  I'ersRpiione. 

^  As  l*oseidon,  Amphitrite,  tlie  Nereids,  and  Proteus. 

**  As  Cronos  and  the  Titans. 

'  Zeus  is  referred  to.  "  Athene. 

''  Cronos. 
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less  and  striplinp^s,  and  others  of  tlicm  to  be  old  and 
bearded/  and  that  some  are  set  to  trades,  as  one  god  is  a 
smith,'  and  one  goddess  a  weaver,^  and  that  another  god  is 
a  warrior  and  fights  with  men,*  and  that  others  of  them  are 
harpers,'  or  delight  in  archery ;  "^  and  also  that  mutual 
strife  arises  among  them,  and  that  they  quarrel  about  man- 
kind, till  they  not  only  lay  hands  upon  one  another,  but 
are  also  woimded  by  men  and  lament  and  wail/  But  what 
is  grossest  of  all  are  those  unbridled  lusts  and  amours 
ascribed  to  almost  all  of  them.  Indeed,  how  can  it  be 
other  than  most  absurd  to  ascribe  all  this  to  gods  and  god- 
desses ?  Then  the  most  noble  and  chief  of  all  the  gods,  and 
himself  also  their  father,*^  neglects  those  goddesses  ^  whom 
he  has  seduced  and  got  with  child,  and  suffers  them  to  be 
put  in  prison  or  exposed  to  the  sea.^°  He  is  also  so 
mastered  by  fate,  that  he  cannot  save  his  o"vsti  offspring, 
nor  can  he  bear  their  deaths  without  shedding  tears. 
These  are  fine  things  indeed,  as  are  the  rest  that  follow ! 
Adultery  truly  was  so  shamelessly  looked  on  in  heaven  by 
the  gods,  that  some  of  them  confessed  tli»ey  envied  those 
who  were  taken  in  the  very  act !  And  why  should  they  not 
do  so,  when  the  eldest  of  them  and  their  king  could  not  in 
the  violence  of  his  lust  wait  for  connection  with  his  wife 
till  they  could  get  into  their  bedchamber  ?  ^^  And  some  of 
the  gods  are  fabled  to  have  been  servants  to  men,  some- 
times as  builders  for  pay,^"^  and  sometimes  as  shepherds, ^^ 
while  others,  like  malefactors,  are  bound  in  a  prison  of 
brass. ^*  Now  what  sensible  person  would  not  be  provoked  at 
such  stories,  to  rebuke  those  that  made  them  up,  and  to 
condemn  the  great  silliness  of  those  that  believe  them? 
Nay,  others  have  personified  as  gods  terror  and  fear,  and 

^  Miiller  compares  "  Jovem  semper  barbatura,  Apollincm  sempei*  im- 
berbem.     Cic.  Nat.  Deor.  i.  30,  83.     Cf.  Hor.  Sat.  ii.  3,  249." 

-  Hephaestus.  ^  Athene.  ^  Ares. 

^  As  Apollo.  ^  As  A|X)llo  and  Artemis. 

''  As  Aphrodite.     See  Horn.  Iliad,  v.  33.'>-380. 

"^  Zeus,  who   is  frequently  called  the  father  of  gods  and  men,  as 
Homer,  Iliad,  i.  54-1. 

^  As  Leto,  Semele,  lo,  Danjie.  ^°  As  Daniie. 

^^  An  allusion  to  Homer,  Iliad,  xiv.  '292-.35.3. 
^-  As  Poseidon  and  Apollo.  '^  As  Apollo. 

^'  As  Cronos  and  the  Titans. 
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even  madness  and  fraud,  and  other  of  the  vilest  passions. 
And  they  have  persuaded  cities  to  offer  sacrifices  to  the 
better  sort  of  these  gods.  Thus  they  have  been  absolutely 
forced  to  esteem  some  gods  as  the  givers  of  good  things, 
and  to  call  others  averters  of  evil.  And  these  last  they 
endeavour  to  move,  as  they  would  the  vilest  of  men,  by  gifts 
and  presents,  expecting  to  receive  some  great  mischief  from 
them,  unless  they  bribe  them  as  it  were  by  such  offerings. 

§  36.  What  then  is  the  cause  of  such  irregularity  and 
scandal  as  to  the  Deity?  I  suppose  it  to  be  derived  from 
the  imperfect  knowledge  their  legislators  had  from  the 
first  of  the  true  nature  of  GTod,  and  because  they  did  not 
explain  to  the  people  even  so  much  as  they  themselves 
comprehended  of  it,  nor  did  they  frame  the  rest  of  their 
polity  in  accordance  with  it,  but  omitted  it  as  a  thing  of 
very  little  consequence,  and  not  only  gave  leave  to  the  poets 
to  introduce  what  gods  they  pleased,  subject  to  all  sorts  of 
passions,  but  also  allowed  the  orators  to  enroll  by  plebiscite 
such  foreign  gods  as  they  thought  proper.  The  painters 
also  and  statuaries  of  Greece  enjoyed  great  power  in  this 
respect,  as  each  of  them  could  devise  the  similitude  of  a 
god,  the  one  forming  it  out  of  clay,  and  the  other  by  paint- 
ing a  picture ;  but  the  most  admired  sculptors  used  ivory 
and  gold  as  the  constant  materials  for  their  new  statues. 
Moreover,  the  gods,  who  first  flourished  in  the  honours  done 
them,  are  now  grown  old,  and  certain  other  new  gods  are  in- 
troduced and  worshipped.  As  for  the  temples,  some  of  them 
are  desolate,  and  others  are  built  anew,  according  to  the 
pleasure  of  individual  men ;  whereas  they  ought  on  the 
contrary  to  have  preserved  their  opinion  about  God  and  the 
honour  due  to  him  without  change.^ 

§  37.  Now  Apollonius  Molo  belonged  to  the  category  of 
foolish  and  vain  men.  However,  nothing  that  I  have  said 
was  unknown  to  those  who  were  real  philosophers  among 
the  Greeks,  nor  were  they  ignorant  of  the  frigid  preten- 
sions of  allegories.  And  so  they  justly  despised  them,  and 
agreed  with  us  in  true  and  becoming  notions  of  God.  From 
this  standpoint  Plato  would  not  admit  into  his  republic 
any  one  of  the  other  poets,  and  dismisses  even  Homer  him- 


ave  foUoweil  Muller's  text  in  the  latter  part  of  this  section. 
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self  with  panegyric,  after  plaeiup^  a  garland  on  his  head 
and  pouring  ointment  upon  him,  that  he  should  not  destroy 
right  notions  about  G-od  with  his  fables.  Plato  also  espe- 
cially imitated  our  legislator  in  that  he  enjoined  his  citizens 
to  pay  to  nothing  more  attention  than  to  this,  that  every 
one  of  them  should  learn  their  laws  accurately ;  as  also 
that  they  should  not  have  foreigners  mixing  with  their 
owii  people  at  random,  but  that  the  republic  should  ])e 
pure,  and  consist  only  of  such  as  obeyed  the  laws.  Apol- 
lonius  Molo  did  no  way  consider  this,  when  he  accused  us 
of  not  admitting  such  as  have  their  own  preconceptions 
about  God,  and  having  no  fellowship  with  those  who 
choose  to  observe  a  different  way  of  living  to  ourselves. 
For  this  method  is  not  peculiar  to  us,  but  common  to  all  men, 
not  to  Greeks  only,  but  also  to  such  as  are  of  the  greatest 
reputation  among  the  Greeks,  Why,  the  Lacedaemonians 
■continually  expelled  foreigners,  and  would  not  suffer  their 
own  citizens  to  travel  abroad,  suspecting  that  both  these 
things  would  tend  to  the  detriment  of  their  own  laws. 
And  perhaps  there  may  be  some  reason  to  blame  the  rigid 
severity  of  the  Lacedaemonians,  for  they  gave  no  one  the 
privilege  of  citizenship  or  indeed  leave  to  live  among  them ; 
whereas  we,  though  we  do  not  think  fit  to  imitate  the  ways 
of  others,  yet  willingly  admit  those  that  desire  to  share  ours. 
And  I  think  I  may  reckon  this  a  proof  both  of  our  humanity 
and  magnanimity  also. 

§  38.  But  I  shall  say  no  more  about  the  Lacedae- 
monians. And  as  to  the  Athenians,  who  glory  in  having 
made  their  city  common  to  all  men,  Apollonius  did  not 
know  what  their  behaviour  was  either,  for  they  punished 
without  mercy  those  who  did  but  speak  one  word  about  the 
gods  contrary  to  their  laws.  For  on  what  other  account 
was  it  that  Socrates  was  put  to  death  ?  For  certainly  he 
neither  betrayed  their  city  to  its  enemies,  nor  was  he  guilty 
of  any  sacrilege  with  regard  to  any  of  their  temples ;  but 
it  was  because  he  swore  by  novel  oaths,  and  affirmed  either 
in  earnest,  or,  as  some  say,  only  in  jest,  that  a  demon  ^ 
used  to  intimate  to  him  [what  he  should  or  should  not 
do,]  that  he  was  condemned  to  die  by  drinking  hemlock ; 

^  Or  "genius."     See  Xenophon's   Memorabilia,  i.  1,  §  2.     See  also 
Plutari'h's  Essay,  Dc  gcnio  Socratls. 
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and  his  accuser^  also  coinplaiued  that  he  corrupted  tlie 
young  men,  because  he  induced  them  to  despise  the  policy 
and  laws  of  their  city.  Such  was  the  punishmeut  of 
Socrates,  though  a  citizen  of  Athens.  And  Anaxagoras  of 
Clazomenae  ^  was  within  a  few  votes  of  being  condemned 
to  death,  because  he  said  the  sun,  which  the  Athenians 
thought  a  god,  was  a  red-hot  mass  of  fire.  They  also  made 
public  proclamation,  that  they  would  give  a  talent  to  any 
one  who  would  kill  Diagoras  of  Melos,^  because  he  was  said 
to  have  laughed  at  their  mysteries.  Protagoras  also,  who 
was  thought  to  have  ^^itten  something  about  the  gods  that 
was  not  admitted  by  the  Athenians,  would  have  been 
arrested  and  put  to  death,  if  he  had  not  fled  quickly.  Nor 
need  we  at  all  wonder  that  they  thus  treated  such  consider- 
able men,  seeing  that  they  did  not  even  spare  women.  For 
indeed  they  slew  a  certain  priestess,  because  she  was  accused 
by  somebody  of  initiating  people  into  the  worship  of  strange 
gods,  for  it  was  forbidden  to  do  so  by  one  of  their  laws, 
and  capital  punishment  was  decreed  to  such  as  introduced  a 
strange  god.  But  it  is  manifest  that  those  who  made  such 
a  law  did  not  believe  the  gods  of  other  nations  to  be  really 
gods,  else  they  would  not  have  grudged  themselves  the  ad- 
vantage of  more  gods  than  they  already  had.  Such  was  the 
happy  administration  of  the  affairs  of  the  Athenians  1  The 
Scythians  also  take  a  pleasure  in  killing  men,  and  differ 
little  from  brute  beasts,  yet  they  think  it  reasonable  to  have 
their  institutions  observed ;  and  they  put  to  death  Anachar- 
sis,*  a  person  greatly  admired  for  his  wisdom  by  the  G-reeks, 
because  on  his  return  home  to  them  he  appeared  full  of 
Greek  customs.  One  may  also  find  many  to  have  been 
punished  among  the  Persians  on  the  very  same  account. 
But  it  is  plain  that  Apollonius  was  greatly  pleased  with 
the  laws  of  the  Persians,  and  admired  them,  doubtless 
because  the  Greeks  enjoyed  the  advantage  of  their  courage 
and  similar  opinions  about  the  gods  !  This  similarity  of 
opinion  in  religious  matters  was  exhibited  iji  their  burning 
temples,  and  their  courage  in  coming  and  almost  entirely 

^  Meletus. 

2  Kelisman,  on  the  soulh  side  of  the  ba}^  of  Smyrna. 

^  The  island  of  Milo,  one  of  the  Cyclades. 

■*  See  Herodotus,  iv.  76,  77. 
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enslaving  the  Greeks.  And  Apollonius  imitated  all  the 
Persian  institutions,  forcing  other  men's  wives,  and  castra- 
ting  their  sons.  Now  with  us  it  is  a  capital  crime,  if  any 
one  thus  ill-treats  even  a  brute  beast :  and  neither  the  fear 
of  our  conquerors,  nor  the  desire  of  imitating  what  other 
nations  hold  in  esteem,  has  been  able  to  draw  us  away  from 
our  own  laws.  Nor  have  we  exercised  our  courage  in  un- 
dertaking wars  to  increase  our  wealth,  but  only  to  continue 
in  the  observance  of  our  laws :  for  though  we  bear  other 
losses  with  patience,  yet  when  any  persons  would  compel  us 
to  violate  our  laws,  we  then  choose  to  go  to  war,  even 
against  tremendous  odds,  and  bear  the  greatest  calamities 
to  the  last  with  much  fortitude.  And  why  indeed  should 
we  desire  to  imitate  the  laws  of  other  nations,  when  we  see 
that  they  are  not  even  observed  by  their  own  legislators  ? 
For  why  should  not  the  Lacedaemonians  condemn  that  polity 
which  suffers  them  not  to  associate  with  others,  as  also  their 
contempt  of  matrimony  ?  And  why  should  not  the  people 
of  Elis  ^  and  the  Thebans  abolish  that  unnatural  and  un- 
restrained lust  of  sodomy  so  common  among  them  F  ^  For 
they  do  not  admit  their  olDJection  to  what  they  of  old  thought 
to  be  very  excellent  and  very  convenient  to  do,  unless  they 
entirely  avoid  all  such  practices  in  their  actions,  nay,  they 
corrupt  their  laws,  which  had  once  such  a  power  among  the 
G-reeks,  that  they  ascribed  these  sodomitical  practices  to 
the  gods  themselves,^  and  represented  in  the  same  way  that 
the  gods  married  their  own  sisters,^  contriving  this  apology 
for  their  own  strange  and  unnatural  lusts." 

§  39.  I  omit  now  to  speak  concerning  punishments,  and 
how  many  ways  of  compounding  for  them  most  legislators 
of  old  gave  evil-doers,  as  for  adulteries  fines  in  money,  and 
for  seducing  virgins  to  marry  them,  as  also  how  many 
loopholes  they  supply  to  deny  the  facts,  if  any  one  attempts 
to  inquire  into  them.  For  amongst  most  nations  it  is  quite  a 
studied  art,  how  men  may  transgress  their  laws  ;  but  it  is 

^  On  the  west  coast  of  Peloponnesus. 

^  See  Cicero,  Hcjy.  iv.  4;  Plutarch,  On  Education,  §  xv. :  Xenophon's 
Si/7/iposiu/n,  viii.  33,  3-i. 

•^  As  in  the  famous  case  of  Ganymede, 
*  As  Zeus  and  Hera.     Homer,  Iliad,  xvi.  432. 
^  Surely  we  must  read  avroXc,  not  avrdiQ. 
V.  S 


258  THE    WORKS   OP   FLAVIUS   JOSEPHXJS.  [bOOK  II. 

not  so  amongst  ns.  For  though  we  should  be  deprived  of 
our  wealth  and  cities  and  any  other  advantages  we  have,  our 
law  continues  immortal :  nor  can  any  Jew  go  so  far  from 
his  own  country,  nor  be  so  afraid  of  a  harsh  despot,  as  not 
to  fear  the  law  more  than  him.  If,  then,  this  is  the  dis- 
position we  are  in  with  regard  to  our  laws  because  of  the 
excellency  of  them,  let  our  enemies  make  this  concession 
that  our  laws  are  most  admirable  ;  but  if  they  still  imagine, 
though  we  so  firmly  adhere  to  them,  that  they  are  bad  laws 
notwithstanding,  what  penalties  then  do  they  not  deserve 
to  undergo,  who  do  not  observe  their  own  laws,  which  they 
esteem  superior  to  ours  ?  And  since  length  of  time  is 
esteemed  to  be  the  truest  touchstone  in  all  cases,  I  would 
make  that  a  witness  of  the  excellence  of  our  legislator,  and 
of  the  account  delivered  to  us  by  him  concerning  Grod.  For 
since  immense  time  has  intervened,  if  any  one  will  but 
compare  his  period  with  the  period  of  other  legislators, 
he  will  find  our  legislator  to  have  been  the  most  ancient 
of  all. 

§  40.  I  have  already  fully  shown  our  laws,  and  they  have 
always  inspired  imitation  and  still  more  admiration  in  all 
other  men.^  For  the  earliest  G-reek  philosophers,  though 
to  all  appearance  they  observed  the  laws  of  their  own  coun- 
tries, yet  in  their  actions  and  philosophical  notions  followed 
our  legislator,  instructing  men  to  live  sparingly,  and  to 
have  friendly  communications  with  one  another.  More- 
over, multitudes  have  had  a  great  inclination  now  for  a 
long  time  to  follow  our  religious  observances  ;  nor  is  there 
any  city  of  the  Grreeks,  nor  any  barbarian  city,  nor  any 
nation,  where  our  custom  of  resting  on  the  seventh  day  has 
not  reached,  and  by  whom  our  fasts,  and  burning  of  lamps, 
and  many  of  our  prohibitions  as  to  food,  are  not  observed. 
They  also  endeavour  to  imitate  our  mutual  concord  with 
one  another,  and  the  charitable  distribution  of  our  goods, 
and  our  diligence  in  our  trades,  and  our  fortitude  in  under- 
going the  distresses  we  are  exposed  to  on  accoimt  of  our 
laws.  And  what  is  most  wonderful,  our  law  has  no  bait  of 
pleasure  to  allure  men  to  it,  but  only  gains  ground  on  its 
own  merits  ;  and  as  God  himself  pervades  all  the  world,  so 

^  I  suggest  dvBpiOTTOiQ  fxifiijciv  a.et,Ka'i  fxaXXoi'  avTMV  l^fjXov  s/iTreTTOi/'/Kacr*. 
Itaque  verti. 
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has  our  law  passed  through  all  the  world  also.  If  any  one 
will  but  reflect  on  his  own  country  and  family,  he  will  not 
discredit  what  I  say.  It  is  therefore  but  just  either  to  con- 
demn all  mankind  of  voluntaiy  depravity,  for  their  desire 
to  follow  laws  foreign  to  them  and  evil  in  themselves, 
rather  than  following  laws  of  their  own  that  are  of  a  better 
character,  or  else  our  accusers  must  leave  off  their  spite 
against  us.  For  we  are  not  guilty  of  any  grudging  beha- 
viour to  them  in  honouring  our  own  legislator,  and  in  be- 
lieving what  he  has  prophetically  taught  us  about  God. 
For  even  if  we  were  unable  ourselves  to  understand  the  ex- 
cellence of  all  our  laws,  yet  would  the  number  of  those 
who  desire  to  imitate  them  induce  us  to  plume  ourselves 
greatly  upon  them. 

§  41.  But  I  have  given  an  accurate  account  of  our  laws 
and  polity  in  my  work  on  the  Antiquities ;  and  have  only 
mentioned  them  so  far  now  as  was  necessary  to  my  present 
purpose,  neither  proposing  to  myself  to  blame  the  laws  of 
other  nations,  nor  to  make  an  encomium  upon  our  own, 
but  only  to  confute  those  who  have  written  unjustly  about 
us,  and  in  shameless  antagonism  to  the  truth.  And  now  I 
think  I  have  sufficiently  done  what  I  proposed  in  writing 
these  two  books. ^  For  whereas  our  accusers  have  said 
that  our  nation  are  a  people  of  very  late  origin,  I  have 
proved  that  they  are  exceedingly  ancient ;  for  I  have  pro- 
duced as  witnesses  many  ancient  writers,  who  have  men- 
tioned us  in  their  books,  while  they  affirmed  no  writer  had 
done  so.  Moreover,  they  said  that  our  ancestors  were 
Egyptians,  while  I  have  proved  that  we  came  from  another 
country  into  Egypt.  They  also  told  lies  of  us,  as  if  we 
were  expelled  thence  on  account  of  disease  in  our  bodies, 
whereas  it  has  appeared  on  the  contrary  that  we  returned 
to  our  own  country  by  our  own  choice,  and  with  sound  and 
strong  bodies.  They  reproached  our  legislator  again  as  a 
very  paltry  fellow  :  whereas  God  in  old  time  bore  witness 
to  his  virtuous  conduct,  and  since  Him  time  itself  has  been 
found  to  have  borne  witness  to  the  same. 

§  42.  As  to  our  laws  themselves,  more  words  are  un- 
necessary.    For  they  can  be  seen  for  themselves,  and  evi- 

^  Namely,  against  Apion. 
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dently  do  not  teach  impiety,  but  the  truest  piety  in  the 
world,  not  calling  men  to  misanthropy,  but  encouraging 
people  to  share  what  they  have  with  one  another  freely ; 
being  enemies  to  injustice,  and  eager  for  rigliteousness,  and 
anxious  to  banish  idleness  and  exj^ensive  living,  and  teach- 
ing men  to  be  content  with  what  they  have,  and  to  be  labo- 
rious in  their  callings  ;  and  forbidding  men  to  make  war 
from  a  desire  of  greed,  and  making  m^n  bold  in  defending 
the  laws ;  and  inexorable  in  punishing  malefactors ;  and 
admitting  no  sophistry  of  words,  but  ever  establishing  them- 
selves by  actions,  which  we  ever  adduce  as  surer  proofs  than 
what  is  written  only.  And  so  I  make  bold  to  say,  that  we 
are  become  the  teachers  of  other  men  in  the  greatest  num- 
ber of  things,  and  those  the  most  excellent.  For  what  is 
more  excellent  than  inviolable  piety  ?  what  is  more  just 
than  obedience  to  the  laws  ?  and  what  is  more  advantageous 
than  mutual  love  and  concord,  and  neither  to  be  divided  by 
calamities,  nor  to  become  injurious  and  seditious  in  pros- 
perity, but  to  despise  death  when  we  are  in  war,  and  to 
apply  ourselves  in  peace  to  trade  and  agriculture,  while  we 
are  persuaded  that  Grod  surveys  and  directs  every  thing 
everywhere.  If  these  precepts  had  either  been  written  be- 
fore by  others,  or  more  exactly  observed,  we  should  have 
owed  them  thanks  as  their  disciples,  but  if  it  is  plain  that 
we  have  made  more  use  of  them  than  any  other  men,  and 
if  we  have  proved  that  the  original  invention  of  them  is  our 
own,  let  the  Apions  and  Molos,  and  all  others  who  delight 
in  lies  and  abuse,  stand  confuted.  And  let  this  and  the 
previous  book  ^  be  dedicated  to  you,  Epaphroditus,  who  are 
so  great  a  lover  of  truth,  and  for  your  sake  to  those  who 
like  you  wish  to  know  about  our  nation.^ 

^  Against  Apion. 

-  I  take  this  opportunity  of  stating  that  I  have  found  the  edition  of 
Josephus  "Against  Apion"  of  J.  G.  Miiller,  Basel,  1877,  very  useful 
indeed.  Had  he  but  extended  his  labours  to  all  Josephus !  His  Notes 
are  most  thorough  and  complete. 
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Achaia,  the  Roman  Province,  iv. 
215,  230,  238,  345. 

Aera,  v.  17,  113,  117. 

Actium,  sea  fight  off,  iv.  70,  75. 

Acusilaus,  v.  177,  178. 

Agrippa  the  Great,  Herod's  grand- 
son, iv.  159,  160,  163,  164,  165. 

Agrippa  Junior,  son  of  Agrippa 
the  Great,  iv.  165,  166,  169, 
170,  178,  182,  184,  note,  192, 
193,  195,  196,  204,  206,  207, 
210,  233,  277,  278,  279,  291, 
345  ;  v.  5.  Speech  of  to  the 
Jews,  iv.  184-192. 

Alexander,  son  of  Herod  the 
Great  by  Mariamne,  iv.  88,  89, 
91,  92,  93,  94,  95,  96,  97,  98, 
99,  100,  101,  102,  103,  104, 
105,  106,  107,  108.  Personified 
by  a  Jewish  Fcrkin  Warbeck, 
iv.  147,  148,  149. 

Alexandria,  iv.  190,  205,  206,  230, 
356.  357,  358;  v.  21,  138,  168, 
169,  170,  171,  172,  222,  223, 
224,  226,  227,  228,  229,  237.  | 

!     Alexandrium,   fortress  of,  iv.  25, 
31,  32,  33,  60,  108. 

Amathus,  iv,  17,  18,  32. 

Ananus,  son  of  Ananus,  iv.  307- 
316,  322,  325,  326. 

Anthedon,  iv.  17,  32,  77,  81,  201. 

Antigonus,  son  of  Aristobulus,  iv. 
33,  36,  37,  38, 46,  48,  49,  50,  52,    i 
53,  55-59,  62,  63,  65-69, 

Antioch,  iv.  83,  135,  144,  160, 
162,  174,  204,  206,  233,  359; 
V.  129,  130,  131,  136,137,223.     , 


Antiochus,  Epiphanes,  iv.  4,  5,  7, 

8,  9;  v,  130,  180. 
Antiochus,     son     of     Antiochus 

Epiphanes,  iv.  9,  10,  11,  12. 
Antipas,  son   of  Herod   by  Mal- 

thace,  iv,  110,126,130,  135,146. 
Antipater,  father   of   Herod    the 

Great,  iv.  5,  24,  33,  34,  35,  36, 

37,  38,  39,  40,  41,  42,43. 
Antipater,  son  of  Herod  the  Great 

by  Doris,  iv.  46,  85,  88,  89,  91, 

92,  93,   96,   103,   108-112,   114- 

126,  130. 
Antipatris,  iv.   19,   82,  208,  214, 

339. 
Antonia,  Tower  of,  iv.  15,  23,  78, 

79,   181  ;  V.   18,   19,  22,  29,  44, 

74,  75,  87,  108. 
Antony,  Mark,  iv.  23,  31,  32,  33, 

35,  43,   46,  47,  48,  55,  57,  58, 

60,   62,  64,  67,  69,  70,  75,  76, 

77,  86;   V.  226,  227. 
Apamea,  iv.  41,  42,  70. 
Apion,  V.  219,  220,  221,  222,  223, 

235,  236,  237,  238,  239,  260. 
Archelaus,    son   and  successor  of 

Herod  the  Great,  iv.    110,  130, 

131,   132,    133,    134,    135,   136, 

138,  144,  145,  146,  147,  149. 
Aretas,  king  of  Arabia,  iv.  24,  25, 

31,  113,  143, 
Aristobulus,  son  of  Hyrcanus,  and 

grandson  of  Simon  Maccabjeus, 

iv.  14,  15,  16. 
Aristobulus,  son  of  Alexander  and 

Alexandra,  iv.   21,  22,  23,  24, 

25,  26,27,  30,  33,  35. 
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Aristobulus,  son  of  Herod  the 
Great  by  Mariamne,  iv.  91,  92, 
93,  94,  95,  96,  97,  98,  99,  100, 
101,  102,  103,  104,  105,  106, 
107,  108. 

Ascalon,  iv.  36,  83,  147,  201,  203, 
231. 

Asochis,  iv.  17. 

Asphaltitis,  the  Lake,  iv.  129, 
285,  338,  341,  343,  344  ;  v.  143, 
154,  198. 

Ass,  head  of,  false  legend  about, 
v.  229,  230,  231,  234,  235. 

Auaris,  city  of,  v.  207,  210. 

Augustus,  the  Roman  Emperor, 
iv.  5,  43,  46,  55,  58,  75-81,  88, 
89,  95,  105,  113,  136,  138,  144- 
149,  157  ;  V.  226,  227. 

Auranitis,  iv.  77,  146,  165,  195. 

Azotus,  iv.  30,  32,  147,  304. 

Babylon,  v.  193,  194,  195,  200. 
Baris,   old    name    for   Tower    of 

Antonia,  iv.  15,  23,  78,  note. 
Batansea,  iv.  77,    146,   169,   195, 

204,  237. 
Battering-rams,  description  of  the 

Roman,  iv.  254. 
Berenice,  sister  of  Agrippa  Junior, 

iv.  165,  178,  179,  182,  184,  192, 

193    196 
Berosis,  v.' 192,  193,  194,  195. 
Berytus,  iv.  83,  105,  207,  358  ;  v. 

129,  136. 
Bestiarii,  v.  121,  127,  129. 
Beth-horon,  iv.  167,  209,  213. 
Bithynia,  iv.  47. 
Brutus,  one  of  the  murderers  of 

famous   Julius   Csesar,    iv.    42, 

43. 

Cadmus,  v.  176. 

Csesar,  the  famous  Julius,  iv.  35, 

36,  37,  38,  39,  42,  205  ;   v.  223, 

226,  227. 
Caesarea,  by  the  sea.    See  Strabo's 

Tower. 
CiBsarea  Philippi,  iv.  157,  277  ;  v. 

127. 
Caius,  Roman  Emperor,  iv.  159, 

160,  161,  162,  163. 


Cana,  iv.  20,  65. 

Capitol,  the,  at  Rome,  iv.  38,  55, 

163,  361  ;  v.  148. 
Carmel,  Mount,  iv.    13,  48,   160, 

234. 
Carthage,  building  of,  v.  189, 191, 

192,  221. 
Cassius,  one    of   Julius    Caesar's 

murderers,  iv.    34,  35,  42,  43, 

44,  45,  46. 
Cerealis,  commander  of  the  fifth 

legion,  iv.   263,  264,  265,  350, 

351  ;  v.  87,  99,  100. 
Cestius  Gallus,   iv.   5,    174,   182, 

204,  206,  207,  208-215,  233. 
Chjeremon,  v.  214,  215,  217,  218. 
Chaldteans,  v.  176,  177,  179,  185, 

192,  196. 

Claudius,  Roman  Emperor,  iv. 
163,  164,  165,  166,  169. 

Cleopatra,  the  famous  favourite  of 
Mark  Antony,  iv.  47,  54,  69, 
70,  71,  76,  77;  v.  226,227. 

Coele-Syria,  iv,  20,  29,  40,  71  ;  v. 

193,  198. 

Cypros,  vv^ife  of  Antipater,  and 
mother  of  Herod  the  Great,  iv. 
34,  82. 

Cypros,  fortress  of,  iv.  79,  82,  204. 

Cyrus,  king  of  Persia,  v.  194,  195, 
196. 

Damascus,  iv.  20,  22,  24,  25,  70, 

83,215;  V.  163. 
Daphne,  iv.  47,  64. 
David,  tomb  of  king,  ir.  12. 
Delta,  the,  in  Egypt,  iv.  36. 
Delta,  the,  a  part  of  Alexandria, 

iv.  206. 
Diospolis,  iv.  25,  71. 
Dius,  V.  190. 
Domitian,   son  of  Vespasian,  and 

brother  of  Titus,  iv.  356,  361, 

362;  V.  129,  134,  135,138,  141, 

142. 
Dora,  iv.  11,  80. 
Doris,    first    wife   of    Herod   the 

Great,  iv.   46,85,88,  110,  116, 

119. 
Draco,   the   famous  legislator,  v. 

178. 
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Egypt,  description  of,  iv.  357. 
Egyptians,  the,  v.   176,  177,  179, 

183,  184,  185,  204,  205. 
Eleazar,   son   of  Simon,   iv.   216, 

315  ;  V.  2,  3,  4,  13. 
Emmaus,  iv.  42,  62,  142,  143,  291, 

339;  V.  6,  9,  148. 
Epaphroditus,  v.  175,  218,  260. 
Ephorus,  V.  178,  184. 
Essenes,   the,    iv.    15,    149,    151, 

152,  153,  154,  155,  156. 

Fate,  unavoidable,  v.  81, 103,  108. 
Felix,  brother  of  Pallas,  iv.   169, 

170,  171,  172,  173. 
Florus,  Gessius,  iv.   174-183,  193, 

195,  200,  215. 

Gabinius,  Roman  General,  iv.  26, 
31,  32,  33,  34. 

Gadara,  iv.  17,  29,  32,  77,  147, 
200,  203,  245,  335,  336,  337. 

Galilee,  iv.  5,  32,  39,  40,  42,  50, 
63,  64,  78,  139,  141,  146,  160, 
207,  208,  216,  217,  220,  221, 
233,  234,  235,  244,  245. 

Gamala,  iv.  20,  32,  216,  225. 
Siege  and  capture  of,  iv.  289- 
298. 

Gaul,  happy  situation  and  pros- 
perity of,  iv.  188. 

Gaulane,  iv.  18,  20. 

Gaza,  iv.  17,  77,  147,  200,  201. 

Gennesar,  Lake  of,  iv.  217,  280, 
284,  285,  286. 

Gerasa,  iv.  20,  200. 

Gessius.     See  Florus. 

Gischala,  iv.  218,  219,  224,  225, 
227,  298-302. 

Gladiators,  shows  of,  \.  121,  127, 
129. 

Gophna,  iv.  42  ;  v.  7,  85. 

Greek  cities  in  Judaea,  iv.  147. 

Greeks,  the,  v.  175,  176,  177,  178, 
179,  181,  183,  184,  185. 

Hebron,  its  antiquity,  iv.  348,  349. 
Hecataeus,  v.    199,  200,  201,  202, 

203,  224. 
Heliopolis,  iv.  7  ;  v.  170,  207,  208, 

210,211,  213,  220 


Hellanicus,  v.  177,  178. 

Herod  the  Gi'eat,  son  of  Antipater 

and  Cypros,  iv.  5,  30,  34,39,  40, 

41,  42,   43,  44,   45,   46,  47,  49, 

50,  51,  53-96,  97-117,  121,  122, 

123,    125,    126,    127,   128,    129, 

130,131,  132. 
Herodium,    a    fortress    built    by 

Herod  the  Great,  iv.  51,  82, 132, 

347,  351;  v.  142. 
Herodotus,  of  Halicarnassus,  the 

famous   historian,  v.    178,   184, 

197,  256, 
Hesiod,  v.  178,  240,  note. 
Hippos,  iv.  30,  77, 147,  200,  203. 
Hiram,  king  of  Tyre,  v.  189,  190, 

191,221. 
Homer,  v.  177,220,  240,  253,  254, 

255. 
Hyrcanium,  forti'ess  of,  iv.  31,  32, 

130. 
Hyrcanus,  son  of  Simon   Macca- 

bseus,  iv.  11,  12,  13,  14. 
Hyrcanus,  son  of  Alexander  and 

Alexandra,  iv.    21,  22,  23,  24, 

25,  29,  31,  32,   33,  37,  38,  39, 

40,  41,  44-48,  49-53,  85,  86. 

Indian  philosophers,  v.  162,  198. 
Isaiah,  the  prophet,  v.  170,  220, 

note. 
Ister,  the  river  (now  Danube),  iv. 

187;  V.  135. 

Jamnia,iv.l0,30,  32, 146,  147,304, 
339. 

Jericho,  iv.  11,  26,  32,  58,  59,  63, 
64,  65,  70,  74,  79,  82,  86,  129, 
139,  141,  204,  337,  340,  341, 
342,  343  ;  v.  6. 

Jerusalem,  iv.  3-7,  10,  24,  26,  27, 
28,  29,  31,  32,  34,38,39,  41,44, 
47,  49,  &c.  Described,  v.  17- 
23.    Captured  five  times,  v.  123. 

Jews,  three  sects  among  the,  iv. 
150-157. 

John,  of  Gischala,  iv,  219-225, 
298-303,  312-314,  333  ;  v.  4,  5, 
6,  13,  52,  55,  70,  74,  75,  83,  84, 
122,  138    153. 
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Joppa,  iv.  10,  30,  57,  77,  80,  147, 

207,  '236,  275,  276. 
Jordan,  the  river,  iv.  74.  79,  95, 

129,    139,    141,    234-237,    285, 

337,  340,341. 
Joseph,    brother    of    Herod    the 

Great,  iv.  34,  51,  56,  59,  63,  64, 

66. 
Josephus,  iv.  2,  216-227,  237,  238, 

246,  247,  250-260,267-274,  276, 

277,  358,  359  ;  v.  32,  40,  45-52, 

68,  83-86,   172,    181,    182,    183. 

A  fatalist,  v.  81,  103,  108. 
Jotapata,  iv.  217,  243.     Siege  and 

capture  of,  246-261,  264-266. 
Judas  Maccabaeus,  iv.  8,  9,  10. 

Laodicea,  iv.  44,  83. 

Laws  of  Moses,  v.  241-251,  257, 

258,  259,  260. 
Letters,  knowledge  of,  among  the 

Greeks,  v.  176,  177. 
Libanus,  Mount  (Lebanon),  iv.  35, 

64  ;  V.  5,  190. 
Lysimachus,  V.  216,  217,220,221, 

238,  252. 


Maehserus,  fortress  of,  iv.  31-33, 

204,  235,  338,  351  ;  v.  143-147. 
Manetho,  v.  185-189,205-215,218, 

220. 
Mariamne,    wife    of    Herod    the 

Great,  iv.  46,  67,  85,  86,  87. 
Marissa,  iv.  13,  52. 
Marx'iages  of  priests,  v.  179,  180. 
Masada,  fortress  of,  iv.  46,  51,  52, 

56,  57,  193,  197,   199,  334,  346, 

347,  351  ;  v.  152-168. 
Matthias,     father     of    Josephus, 

iv.  2. 
Memphis,  iv.    36,   348 ;     v.    170,' 

186,208. 
Menander,  of  Ephesus,  v.  190-192. 
Mcesia.  v.  132,  135. 
Molo   (Apollonius),    v.    229,   238, 

239,  254,  255,  260. 
Moses,  v.  180,  181,  192,  208,  209, 

211,  213-215,217,220,222,239. 

His  legislation  described,  v.  241- 

251,  257,  258,  259,  260. 


Miiller,  J.  G.,  his  very  valuable 
edition  of  Josephus  Against 
A2non  alluded  to,  v.  230,  245, 

246,  247,  253,  254. 

Nebuchadnezzar,  king  of  Babylon, 
V.  192,  193,  194,  195,196. 

Neci'opolis,  a  suburb  of  Alexandria, 
V.  223. 

Nero,  Eoman  Emperor,  iv.  2,  5, 
169,  170, 175,  178,  205, 214,  215, 
229,  230,  288,  318,  339,  345. 

Nicolaus,  of  Damascus,  iv.  125, 
134,  137,  138,  146. 

Nicon,  name  of  a  famous  battering- 
ram,  v.  37. 

Niger  of  Persea,  iv.  209,  216,  231, 
232,  233,  329,  330. 

Notes,  critical,  iv.  10,  76,  83,  115, 
167,  175,  211,  218,  249,  273, 
316,  318;  V.  33,  75,  78,  108, 
112,  131,  189,  194,  205,  213, 
214,    228,   230,  240,    245,  246, 

247,  248,   251,  252,  253,    255, 
257,  258. 

Passovei',    feast  of,  iv.    134,    166, 

169,  174,  334;  v.  13,   105,   121, 

122. 
Pelusium,  iv.  34,  36,  54,  77. 
Pella,  iv.  20,  25,  30,  200,  235. 
Pentecost,  feast   of,   iv.    49,    138, 

139;  V.  106. 
Perrea,  iv.  115,  116, 139,  141,  146, 

216,  235,  335,  338.  340;  v.  95, 

104. 
Petra,  iv.  24,30,52,  113. 
Petronius,  his  considerate  conduct 

to  the  Jews,  iv.  160-162. 
Pharisees,  the,iv.  21,  22, 156, 157, 

194. 
Pharos,    lighthouse   at,   iv.    357 ; 

V.  21. 
Phasaelis,  iv.  82. 
Phasaelus,  brother  of  Herod  the 

Great,  iv.  34,  39,  44-48,  49-53, 

82. 
Pheroras,  brother   of  Herod   the 

Great,  iv.  34,  60,  63,  66,  93-95, 

98,  99,  105,  111,  112,  113,114. 
Philadelphia,  iv.  12,  74,  200,  235. 
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Phcenicians,  v.  17G,  179,  183,  184, 

18;'),  189,  190,  194,  195. 
Pilate,  Pontius,  iv.  158,  159. 
Pisistrutus,  v.  178. 
Plato,  V.  250,  254,  255. 
Ponipey.  the  Great,  iv.  5,  24,  25, 

26,27,   28,  29,  30,  31,  35,  30, 

38;  V.  180. 
Portents,  various,  before  the  fall 

of  Jerusalem,  v.  105-108. 
Priests,   bravery  of    the,   iv.    28. 

Priests  in  the  temple,  v.  27-29. 

INIarriages  of  the,  very  carefully 

attended  to,  v.  27-29. 
Ptolemais,  iv.    10,  22,  48,  56,  77, 

83,  143,  1()0,  161,  201,203,206, 

207,    233,    234,   238,  243,    244, 

274. 
Pythagoras,  v.  177,  196,  220,  242. 

Raphia,  iv.  17,  32. 
Rhinoeurura,  iv.  54. 
Phodes,  iv.  54,  75,  83. 
Romans,     organization     of    their 
army,  iv.  218,  note  2,  239-242. 

Sabbath,  respect  to  the,  iv.  12,  28, 

191  ;    V.  202,  203.     Overruled, 

iv.  209. 
Sabbatic  year,  iv.  12. 
Sabbatic  River,  v.  136. 
Sabinus,   governor    of   Syria,    iv. 

135,  136,  139,  140.  144. 
Sabinus,  brother  of  Vespasian,  iv. 

356,  361. 
Sadducees,  the,  iv.  157. 
Salome,  sister  of  Herod  the  Great, 

iv.  35,  86,  87,  88,   93,  94,  105, 

106,  111,    112,    126,    129,    131, 
135,  136,  147,  157. 

Saniosata,  iv.  62,  64;  v.  149. 
Sanhedrim,  the,  iv.  181,  182. 
Scaurus,  lioman  General,  iv.  24, 

25,  30,  31. 
Scopos,  iv.  210,  212;  v.  9,  14. 
Scythopolis,  iv.  13,25,  30,32,200, 

202,  20.3,  234,274,  278  ;   v.  163. 
Sebaste  (Samaria),  iv.    13,  23,  79, 

107,  140,    143,    147,    175,    176, 
201. 


Sects   among   the  Jews,  iv.    150- 

157. 
Sepi)horis,    iv.    32,  59,    141,    143, 

208,    217,    225,   227,   233,   237, 

245. 
Shechem,  iv.  12,  18. 
Sicarii,  the,  iv.  170,  171, 196,  334, 

347  ;  V.  152,  153,  154,  156,  168, 

169,  171. 
Sidon,  iv.  48,  70,  83,  147. 
Simon,  son  of  Gioi'as,  iv.  228,  229, 

346-354;    v.  2,  3,  4,  52,  55,  59, 

66,  68,  122,  127,  128,  138.  141, 

153. 
Solomon,    famous    king,    son     of 

David,  V.  189,  190,  191,  221. 
Strato's  Tower,  iv.  15,  16,  30,  77, 

80,  81,  147. 
Sylheus,  an  Arabian,  iv.  95,  111, 

113,  114,  119,  124. 


Tabernacles,  feast  of,  iv.  209. 

Tabor,  Mount,  iv.  34,  217,  295, 
296. 

TarichecHP,  iv.  34,  217,  221,  222, 
226,  227,  278,  279,  280,  284, 
287. 

Temple,  description  of  the,  v.  23- 
27.     Burnt,  v.  102,  103. 

Testudo,  iv.  211 ;  v.  75,  notes. 

Thales,  V.  177. 

Thucydides,  v.  178,  184. 

Tiberias,  a  city  in  Galilee,  iv.  158, 
161,  170,  217,  221,  223,  224, 
225,  226,  227,  245,  246,  278, 
279,  280. 

Tiberius,  Roman  Emperor,  iv.  157, 
158,  159. 

Titus,  son  of  Vespasian,  and  after- 
wards himself  also  Roman  Em- 
peror, iv.  3,  5,  6,  230,  23S,  243, 
263,  273,  274,  278,  281-284, 
297,  299-302,  304,  345,  346, 
359,  362,  363  ;  v.  1 ,  6-12,  14-17, 
31-45,  56-58,  61-65,  68-71,  76- 
82,85-90,97-102,  108-117,  120- 
122,  124-129,  132,  133,136-1.39, 
141,  142,  172,  182,  183. 

Trachonitis,  iv.  77,  78,  131,  146, 
165,  169,  195,237. 
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Trajan,  commander  of  the  tentli 

legion,  iv.  262,   263,  279,   282, 

340. 
Triumpli  of  Vespasian  and  Titus, 

V.  138-142. 
Trojan  War,  v.  176,  177,  189. 
Tyre,  iv.  47,  70,  83,  106,  203. 
Tyrians,  records   of  the,  v.   189, 

190,  196. 

Unleavened  Bread,  feast  of.  See 
Passover. 

Varus,  Quintilius,  iv.  5,  121,  122, 
125,  126,  135,  138,  142,  143, 
144,  145  5  v.  180. 

Vespasian,  Roman  Emperor  even- 
tually, soldier  of  fortune,  iv.  5, 
230,233,237,  243-251,253,254, 
256,  258,  261,  264-268,  272-280, 


286-288,  291,  293-297,  299,  304, 
330,  331,  335,  336,  339,  340, 
343,  344-346,  350,  354-362  ;  v. 
127,  130-134,  138,  139,  141,  142, 
148-150,  172,  182,  183. 
Vienne,  a  city  in  Gaul,  iv.  149. 

Writing,  date  of  knowledge  of 
among  the  Greeks,  v.  176,  177. 

Xylophory,  festival  of,  iv.  196. 

Zacharias,  murder  of,  iv.  326, 
327. 

Zealots,  the,  iv.  307,308,  311,312, 
314,  315,  322,  323,  326,  327, 
329,  330,  332,  344,  347,  349, 
350,  352,  353;  v.  1,  2,  13,  14, 
153. 
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Bohn's  Handbooks  of  Athletic  Sports.     In  4  vols.  [Secp.^s.. 

By  Hon.  and  Rev.  E.  Lyttelton,  H.  W.  Wilberforce,  Julian  Marshall,  W.  T.  Linskill 
W.  B.  Woodgate,  E.  F.  Knight,  Martin  Cobbett,  Douglas  Adams,  Harry  Vassal], 
C.  W.  Alcock,  E.  T.  Sachs,  H.  H.  GrifTin,  R.  G.  Allanson-Winn,  Walter  Armstrong, 
H.  A.  Colmore  Duna. 

For  recent  Volumes  in  the  SELECT  LIBRARY,  seep.  24. 


i 


/.^nuary,  1890. 


BONN'S     LIBRARIES. 


STANDARD    LIBRARY. 

331  Vols,  at  3^.  6d.  each^  excepting  those  marked  otherwise.     (58/.  14^.  6d.) 


ADDISON'S  Works.  Notes  of  Bishop 
Hurd.  Short  Memoir,  Portrait,  and  8 
Plates  of  Medals.     6  vols. 

This   IS    the   most  complete    edition   of 
Addison's  Works  issued. 

ALFIERI'S  Tragedies.  In  English 
Verse.  With  Notes,  Arguments,  and  In- 
troduction, by  E.  A.  Bowring,  C.B.   2  vols. 

AMERICAN  POETRY.  —  See  Poetry 
cf  America. 

BACON'S    Moral    and    Historical 

"Works,  including  Essays,  Apophthegms, 
Wisdom  of  the  Ancients,  New  Atlantis, 
Henry  VII.,  Henry  VIII.,  Elizabeth, 
Henry  Prince  of  Wales,  History  of  Great 
Britain,  Julius  Caesar,  and  Augustus  Caesar. 
With  Critical  and  Biographical  Introduc- 
tion and  Notes  by  J.  Devey,  M.A.  Por- 
trait. 

See  also  Philosophical  Libra  yy. 

BALLADS  AND  SONGS  of  the  Pea- 
santry of  England,  from  Oral  Recitation, 
private  MSS.,  Broadsides,  &c.  Edit,  by 
R.  Bell. 

BEAUMONT      AND       FLETCHER. 

Selections.  With  Notes  and  Introduction 
by  Leigh  Hunt. 

BECKMANN  (J.)  History  of  Inven- 
tions, Discoveries,  and  Origins.  With 
Portraits  of  Beckmann  and  James  Watt. 
2  vols. 

BELL  (Robert).— .S"«  Ballads,  Chaucer, 
Gre«7i. 

BOSWELL'S  Life  of  Johnson,  with 
the  TOUR  in  the  HEBRIDES  and 
JOHNSONIANA.  New  Edition,  with 
Notes  and  Appendices,  by  the  Rev.  A. 
Napier,  M.A.,  Trinity  College,  Cam- 
bridge, Vicar  of  Holkham,  Editor  of  the 
Cambridge  Edition  of  the  '  Theological 
Works  of  BauTow.'  With  Frontispiece  to 
each  vol.     6  vols. 

BREMER'S       (Frederlka)      Works. 

Trans,  by  M.  Howitt.  Portrait.  4  vcls. 


BRINK  (B.  T.)  Early  English  Litera- 
ture (to  Wiclif).  By  Bernhard  Ten  Brink. 
Trans,  by  Prof.  H.  M.  Kennedy. 

BRITISH  POETS,  from  Milton  to  Kirke 
White.  Cabinet  Edition.  With  Frontis- 
piece.    4  vols. 

BROWNE'S   (Sir    Thomas)   W^orks. 

Edit,  by  S.  Wilkin,  with  Dr.  Johnson's 
Life  of  Browne.     Portrait.     3  vols, 

BURKE'S  Works.     6  vols. 

Speeches  on  the  Impeachment 

of  Warren  Hastings  ;  and  Letters.     2  vols. 

Life.    By  J.  Prior.    Portrait. 

BURNS  (Robert).  Life  of.  By  J.  G. 
Lockhart,  D.C.L.  A  new  and  enlarged 
edition  With  Notes  and  Appendices  by 
W.  S.  Douglas.     Portrait. 

BUTLER'S  (Bp.)  Analogy  of  Reli- 
gion; Natural  and  Revealed,  to  the  Con- 
stitution and  Course  of  Nature  ;  wtth  Two 
Dissertations  on  Identity  and  Virtue,  and 
Fifteen  Sermons.  With  Introductions, 
Notes,  and  Memoir.     Portrait. 

CAMOEN'S  Lusiad,  or  the  Discovery 
of  India.  An  Epic  Poem.  Trans,  from 
the  Portuguese,  with  Dissertation,  His- 
torical Sketch,  and  Life,  by  W.  J.  Mickle. 
5th  edition. 

CARAFAS     (The)     of     Maddalonl. 

Naples  under  Spanish  Dominion.  Trans, 
by  Alfred  de  Reumont.     Portrait  of  Mas- 

saniello. 

CARREL.    The  Connter-Revolntion 

in  England  for  the  Re-establishment  0£ 
Popery  under  Charles  II.  and  James  II., 
by  Armand  Carrel  ;  with  Fox's  History  of 
James  II.  and  Lord  Lonsdale's  Memoir  of 
James  II.     Portrait  of  Carrel. 


CARRUTHERS. 

trated  Library. 
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BOHN'S  LIBRARIES. 


CART'S    Dante.    The    Vision  of   Hell, 
Purgatory,  and  Paiadise.    Trans,  by  Rev. 
H.  F.  Gary,  M.A.     With  Life,  Chronolo-    I 
gical  View  of  his  Age,   Notes,  and  Index    ■ 
of  Proper  Names.     Portrait.  _   . 

This  is  the  authentic  edition,  containing  | 
Mr.  Gary's  last  corrections,  with  additional  ; 
notes.  I 

CELLINI  (Benventito).    Memoirs  of, 

by  himself.     With  Notes  of  G.  P.  Carpani.     ; 
Trans,  by  T.  Roscoe.     Portrait. 

CERVANTES'  Galatea.  A  Pastoral 
Romance.    Trans,  by  G.  W.  J.  Gyll. 

Exemplary    Novels.      Trans,    by 

W.  K.  Kelly. 

Don    Quixote    de    la    Mancha. 

Motteux's  Translation  revised.  With  Lock- 
hart's  Life  and  Notes.     2  vols. 

CHAUCER'S  Poetical  Works.  With 
Poems  formerly  attributed  to  him.  ^Vlth  a 
Memoir,  Introduction,  Notes,  and  a  Glos- 
sary, by  R.  Bell.  Improved  edition,  with 
Preliminary  Essay  by  Rev.  W.  W.  Skeat, 
M.A.     Portrait.     4  vols. 

CLASSIC  TALES,  containing  Rasselas, 
Vicar  of  Wakefield,  Gulliver's  Travels,  and 
The  Sentimental  Journey. 

COLERIDGE'S  (S.  T.)  Friend.  A  Series 
of  Essays  on_  Morals,  Politics,  and  Reli- 
gion.    Portrait. 

Aids  to  Reflection.    Confessions 

of  an  Inquiring  Spirit;  and  Essays  on 
Faith  and  the  Common  Prayer-book.  N  ew 
Edition,  revised. 

Table-Talk   and   Omnlana.     By 

T.  Ashe,  B.A. 

Lectures     on     Shakspere     and 

other  Poets.    Edit,  by  T.  Ashe,  B.A. 

Containing  the  lectures  taken  down  in 
1811-12  by  J.  P.  Gollier,  and  those  de- 
livered at  Bristol  in  18 13. 

Biographia  Liter  aria ;  or.  Bio- 
graphical Sketches  of  my  Literary  Life 
and   Opinions;   with  Two    Lay  Sermons. 

Miscellanies,    ^Esthetic    and 

Literary  ;  to  which  is  added.  The  Theory 
OF  Life.  Collected  and  arranged  by 
T.  Ashe,  B.A. 

COMMINES.— 5^5  Philip. 

CONDE'S  History  of  the  Dominion 

of  the  Arabs  in  Spain.  Trans,  by  Mrs. 
Foster.  Portrait  of  Abderabmen  ben 
Moavia.     3  vols. 

COWPER'S  Complete"Works,  Poems, 

Correspondence,  and  Translations.  Edit, 
with  Memoir  by  R.  Southey.  45  En- 
gravings.    8  vols. 


COXE'S   Memoirs   of  the  Duke  ot 

Marlborough.  With  his  original  Corre- 
spondence, from  family  records  at  Blen- 
heim. Revised  edition.  Portraits.  3  vols. 
*^*  An  Atlas  of  the  plans  of  Marl- 
borough's campaigns,  4to.  10s.  6d. 

History  of  the  House  of  Austria. 

From  the  Foundation  of  the  Monarchy  by 
Rhodolph  of  Hapsburgh  to  the  Death  of 
Leopold  II.,  121S-1792.  By  Archdn.  Coxe. 
With  Continuation  from  the  Accession  of 
Francis  I.  to  the  Revolution  of  184S 
4  Portraits.     4  vols. 

CUNNINGHAM'S  Lives  of  the  most 
Eminent  British  Painters.  With  Notes 
and  16  fresh  Lives  by  Mrs.  Heaton.    3  vols 

DEFOE'S  Novels  and  Miscellaneovis 

Works.  With  Prefaces  and  Notes,  in- 
cluding those  attributed  to  Sir  W.  Scott. 
Portrait.     7  vols. 

DE  LOLME'S  Constitution  of  Eng- 
land, in  which  it  is  compared  both  with  the 
Republican  form  of  Government  and  the 
other  Monarchies  of  Europe.  Edit.,  with 
Life  and  Notes,  by  J.  Macgregor,  M.P. 

DUNLOP'S  History  of  Fiction.  With 
Introduction  and  Supplement  adapting  the 
work  to  present  requirements.  By  Henry 
Wilson.     2  vols.,  5:?.  each. 

ELZE'S  Shakespeare.— .SViT Shakes/>cajf 

EMERSON'S  Works.  3  vols.  Most 
complete  edition  published. 

Vol.  I.— Essays,  Lectures,  and  Poems. 

Vol.  II.— English  Traits,  Nature,  and 
Conduct  of  Life. 

Vol.  III.— Society  and  Solitude— Letters 
and  Social  Aims— Miscellaneous  Papers 
(hitherto  uncollected)— May-Day,  &c. 

FOSTER'S  (John)  Life  and  Corre- 
spondence. Edit,  by  J.  E.  Ryland.  Por- 
trait.    2  vols. 

Lectures  at  Broadmead  Chapel. 

Edit,  by  J.  E.  Ryland.     2  vols. 

Critical   Essays  contributed  to 

I  the  '  Eclectic  Review.'  Edit,  by  J.  E. 
!         Ryland.     2  vols. 

Essays :  On  Decision  of  Charac- 

i  ter-  on  a  Man's  writing  Memoirs  of  Him- 
self'  on  the  epithet  Romantic ;  on  the 
aversion  of  Men  of  Taste  to  Evangelical 
Religion. 

Essays  on  the  Evils  of  Popular 

Ignorance,  and  a  Discourse  on  the  Piona 
gation  of  Christianity  in  India. 

Essay  on  the  Improvement  of 

Time,  with  Notes  of  Sermons  and  other 
Pieces.    N.  S. 

Fosteriana:  selected  from  periodical 

papers,  edit,  by  H.  0.  Bohn. 
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FOX  (Rt.  Hon.  C.  l.)—See  Carrel. 

GIBBON'S  Decline  and  Fall  of  the 

Roman  Empire.  Complete  and  unabridged, 
with  variorum  Notes ;  including  those  of 
Guizot,  Wenck,  Niebuhr,  Hugo,  Neander, 
and  others.     7  vols.     2  Maps  and  Portrait. 

GOETHE'S  Works.  Trans,  into  English 
by  E.  A.  Bowring,  C.B.,  Anna  Swanwick. 
Sir  Walter  Scott,  &c.  &c.     13  vols. 

Vols.  I.  and  II. — Autobiography  and  An- 
nals.    Portrait. 

Vol.  III.— Faust.     Complete. 

Vol.  IV. — Novels  and  Tales  :  containing 
Elective  Affinities,  Sorrows  of  Werther, 
The  German  Emigrants,  The  Good  Wo- 
men, and  a  Nouvelette. 

Vol.  V. — Wilhelm  Meister's  Apprentice- 
ship. 

Vol.  VI. — Conversations  with  Eckerman 
and  Soret. 

Vol.  VII.— Poems  and  Ballads  in  the  ori- 
ginal Metres,  including  Hermann  and 
Dorothea. 

Vol.  VIII.- Gotz  von  Berlichingen,  Tor- 
quato  Tasso,  Egmont,  Iphigenia,  Clavigo, 
Wayward  Lover,  and  Fellow  Culprits. 

Vol.  IX.  — Wilhelm  Meister's  Travels. 
Complete  Edition. 

Vol.  X.  —  Tour  in  Italy.  Two  Parts. 
And  Second  Residence  in  Rome. 

Vol.  XL— Miscellaneous  Travels,  Letters 
from  Switzerland,  Campaign  in  France, 
Siege  of  Mainz,  and  Rhine  Tour. 

Vol.  XII.— Early  and  Miscellaneous 
Letters,  including  Letters  to  his  Mother, 
with  Biography  and  Notes. 

Vol.  XIII. — Correspondence  with  Zelter. 

Vol.  XIV.—  Reineke  Fox,  West-Eastern 
Divan  and  Acliilleid.  Translated  in 
original  metres  by  A.  Rogers. 

Correspondence  with   Schiller. 

2  vols. — See  Schiller. 

GOLDSMITH'S  Works.    5  vols. 

Vol.1.— Life, Vicar  of  Wakefield,  Essays, 
and  Letters. 

Vol.  II.— Poems,  Plays,  Bee,  Cock  Lane 
Ghost. 

Vol.  III.— The  Citizen  of  the  World, 
Polite  Learning  in  Europe. 

V^ol.  IV. — Biographies,  Criticisms,  Later 
Essays. 

Vol.  v.  — Prefaces,  Natural  History, 
Letters,  Goody  Two-Shoes,   Index. 

GREENE,   MARLOW,  and   BEN 

JONSON  (Poems  oQ.  With  Notes  and 
Memoirs  by  R.  Bell. 

GREGORYS    (Dr.)    The   Evidences, 

Doctrines,  and  Duties  of  the  Christian  Re- 
ligion. 
GRIMM'S  Household  Tales.  With  the 
Original  Notes.  Trans,  by  Mrs.  A.  Hunt. 
Introduction  by  Andrew  Lang,  M.A.  2 
vols. 


GUIZOT'S  History  of  Representative 

Government  in  Europe.  Trans,  by  A.  R. 
Scoble. 

English  Revolution  of  1640.  Frora 

the  Accession  of  Charles  I.  to  his  Death, 
Trans,  by  W.  Hazlitt.     Portrait. 

History  of  Civilisation.    From  the 

Roman  Empire  to  the  French  Revolution. 
Trans,  by  W.  Hazlitt.     Portraits,     3  vols. 

HALL'S   (Rev.  Robert)  W^orks  and 

Remains.  Memoir  by  Dr.  Gregory'  and 
Essay  by  J.  Foster,     Portrait, 

HAUFF'S    Tales.     The  Caravan  — The 

Sheikh  of  Ale.xandria  — The  Inn  in  the 
Spessart.     Translated  by  Prof.  S.  Mendel. 

HAWTHORNE  S  Tales.    3  vols. 

Vol.  I.— Twice-told  Tales,  and  the  Snow 
Image. 

Vol.  II.— Scarlet  Letter,  and  the  House 
with  Seven  Gables. 

Vol.  III.— Transformation,  and  Blithe- 
dale  Romance. 

HAZLITT'S  (W.)  Works.   7  vols. 
Table-Talk. 

The  Literature    of  the  Age    of 

Elizabeth  and  Characters  of  Shakespeare's 
Plays. 

English  Poets  and  English  Comic 

Writers. 

The  Plain  Speaker.    Opinions  on 

Books,  Men,  and  Things. 

Round     Table.      Conversations     of 

James  Northcote,  R.A.  ;    Characteristics. 

Sketches  and  Essays,  and  Winter- 
slow, 

Spirit  of  the  Age;  or.  Contem- 
porary Portraits.  New  Edition,  by  W. 
Carew  Hazlitt. 

HEINE'S  Poems.  Translated  in  the 
original  Metres,  with  Life  by  E.  A.  Bow- 
ring,  C.B. 

Travel-Pictures.     The  Tour  in  the 

Harz,  Norderney,  and  Book  of  Ideas,  to- 
gether with  the  Romantic  School.  Trans, 
by  F.  Storr.     With  Maps  and  Appendices. 

I  HOFFMANN'S  Works.  The  Serapion 
I  Brethren.  Vol.  I.  Trans,  by  Lt.-Coi. 
;        Ewing.  [.Vol.  II.  ill  tlu  press. 

\  HOOPER'S     (G.)     W^aterloo  :     The 

I  Downfall  of  the   First  Napoleon  :  a  Hi.s- 

I  tory  of  the  Campaign  of  18 15.     By  George 

I  Hooper.     With  Map-^   and    Plans.      New 

I  Edition,  revised. 


BOHN'S  LIBRARIES. 


HUGO'S  (Victor)  Dramatic  "Works; 

Hernani—RuyBlas—TheKing's  Diversion. 
Translated  by  Mrs.  Newton  Crosland  and 
F.  L.  Slous. 

Poetas,  chiefly  Lyrical.      Collected  by 

H.  L.  Williams. 

HUNGARY :  its  History  and  Revo- 
lution, with  Memoir  of  Kossuth.    Portrait,    j 

HUTCHINSON    (Colonel).    Memoirs 

of.  By  his  Widow,  with  her  Autobio- 
graphy, and  the  Siege  of  Latbom  House. 
Portrait. 

IRVINGr'S    ("Washington)    Complete 

Works.     15  vols. 

Life  and  Letters.    By  his  Nephew, 

Pierre  E.  Irving.  With  Index  and  a 
Portrait.     2  vols. 

JAMES'S  (G.  P.  R.)  Life  of  Richard 

Coeur  de  Lion.  Portraits  of  Richard  and 
Philip  Augustus.     2  vols. 

Louis  XIV.    Portraits.     2  vols. 

JAMESON    (Mrs.)     Shakespeare's 

Heroines.  Characteristics  of  Women.  By 
Mrs.  Jameson. 

JEAN  PAUL.— ^^<  Richter. 

JOHNSON'S    Lives    of    the    Poets. 

Edited  by  R.  Napier.  [/«  the  press. 

JONSON  (Ben).  Poems  ol,—Scc  Greene. 

JOSEPHUS  (Flavins),  The  "Works  of. 

Whiston's  Translation.  Revised  by  Rev. 
A.  R.  Shilleto,  M.A.  With  Topographical 
and  Geographical  Notes  by  Colonel  Sir 
C.  W.  Wilson,  K.C.B.  Vols,  i  to  3  con- 
taining Life  of  Josephus"  and  the  Anti- 
quities of  the  Jews.  \_Just  published. 
Vols.  IV.  and  V.  containing  the  Jewish 
War,  &c.  \_Immcdiately. 

JUNIUS 'S  Letters.  With  Woodfall's 
Notes.  An  Essay  on  the  Authorship.  Fac- 
similes of  Handwriting.     2  vols. 

LA  FONTAINE'S  Fables.  In  English 
Verse,  with  Essay  on  the  Fabulists.  By 
Elizur  Wright. 

LAMARTINE'S   The   Girondists,  or 

Personal  Memoirs  of  the  Patriots  of  the 
French  Revolution.  Trans,  by  H.  T. 
Ryde.  Portraits  of  Robespierre,  Madame 
Roland,  and  Charlotte  Corday.     3  vols. 

— ^  The   Restoration   of  Monarchy 

in  France  (a  Sequel  to  The  Girondists). 
5  Portraits.     4  vols. 

The  French  Revolution  of  1848. 

Portraits. 

LAMB'S  (Charles)  Ella  and  Eliana. 

Complete  Edition.     Portrait. 


LAMB'S    (Charles)    Specimens     of 

English  Dramatic  Poets  of  the  time  of 
Elizabeth.  Notes,  with  the  Extracts  from 
the  Garrick  Plays. 

Talfonrd's   Letters  of  Charles 

Lamb.  New  Edition,  by  W.  Carew 
Hazlitt.    2  vols. 

LANZI'S   History   of  Painting   in 

Italy,  from  the  Period  of  the  Revival  of 
the  Fine  Arts  to  the  End  of  the  »ath 
Century.  With  Memoir  of  the  Author. 
Portraits  of  Raffaelle,  Titian,  and  Cor- 
re^io,  after  the  Artists  themselves.  Trans. 
by  T.  Roscoe.     3  vols. 

LAPPENBERG'S  England  under  the 

Anglo-Saxon  Kings.  Trans,  by  B.Thorpe, 
F.S.A.     2  vols. 

LESSING'S  Dramatic  Works.  Com- 
plete.  By  E.  Bell,  M.A.  With  Memoir 
by  H.  Zimmem.     Portrait.     2  vols. 

Laokoon,  Dramatic  Notes,  and 

Representation  of  Death  by  the  Ancients. 
Frontispiece. 

LOCKE'S  Philosophical  "Works,  con- 

taining  Human  Understanding,  with  Bishop 
of  Worcester,  Malebranche's  Opinions,  Na- 
tural Philosophy,  Reading  and  Study. 
With  Preliminary  Discourse,  Analysis,  and 
Notes,  by  J.  A.  St.  John.    Portrait.  2  vols. 

Life  and  Letters,  with  Extracts  from 

his  Common-place  Books.     By  Lord  King. 

LOCKHART  (J.  Q.ySee  Bums. 

LONSDALE  (Lord).^S^^  Carrel. 

LUTHER'S  Table-Talk.  Trans,  by  W. 
Hazlitt.  With  Life  by  A.  Chalmers,  and 
Luther's  Catechism.  Portrait  after 
Cranach. 

Autobiography.— 6"^^  Michelet. 

MACHIAVELLI'S  History  of  Flo- 
rence, The  Prince,  Savonarola,  Historical 
Tracts,  and  Memoir.     Portrait. 

MARLO"WE.    Poems  of.— See  Greene. 

MARTINEAU'S     (Harriet)    History 

of  England  (including  History  of  the  Peace) 
from  1 800-1 846.     5  vols. 

MENZEL'S   History   of  Germany, 

from  he  Earliest  Period  to  the  Crimean 
War.        Portraits.     3  vols. 

MICHELET'S    Autobiography   of 

Luthar  Trans,  by  W.  Hazlitt.  With 
Notes. 


J 


—  The  French   Revolution 

Fhght  of  the  King  in  179 1.     N,  S. 


the 


MIGNET'S  The  French  Revolution, 

from  1783  to  1 814.     Portrait  of  Napoleon. 


STANDARD  LIBRARY. 


MILTON'S  Prose  Works.  With  Pre-  ; 
face,  Preliminary  Remarks  by  J.  A.  St.  i 
John,  and  Index.     5  vols.  1 

Poetical  Woz-ks.    With  120  Wood  ; 

Engravings,     i"  vois. 

Vol.  I.— Paradise  Lost,  complete,  with  | 

Memoir,  Notes,  and  Index.  ; 

Vol.  II. — Paradise  Regained,  and  other  I 

Poems,  with  \'erbal  Index  to  all  the  Poems.  I 

MIT  FORD'S    (Miss)    Our   Village,    i 

Sketches  of  Rural  Character  and  Scenery.    \ 
2  Engravings.     2  vols.  i 

MOLIERE'S    Dramatic    Works.     Ij 

English  Prose,  by  C.  H.  Wall.     With  a 
Life  and  a  Portrait.     3  vols. 

'  It  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  we  have 
here  probably  as  good  a  translation  of 
Moliere  as  can  be   given.' — Academy. 

MONTAGU.    Letters  and  Works  of   ; 

Lady    Mary    Wortley    Montagu.       Lord 
^Vharnclifre's  Third   Edition.     Edited   by 
W.  Moy  Thomas.     With  steel  plates.     2    | 
vols.     55.  each.  i 

MONTESQUIEU'S    Spirit    of  Laws.    \ 

Revised  Edition,  with  D'AIembert's  Analy-    ' 
sis.  Notes,  and  Memoir.     2  vols. 

NEAJfDER   (Dr.  A.)    History  of  the    , 

Christian  Religion  and  Church.     Trans,  by    j 
J.  Torrey.     With  Short  Memoir.     10  vols.    ] 

Life  of  Jesus  Christ,  in  its  His-    \ 

torical  Connexion  and  Development. 

- —  The    Planting  and  Training  of  < 

the    Christian    Chiu-ch    by  the    Apostles.  I 

With  the  Antignosticus,  or  Spirit  of  Ter-  ' 

tullian.     Trans,  by  J.  E.  Ryland.     2  vols,  i 

-^  Lectures     on     the     History    of   \ 

Christian   Dogmas.     Trans,  by  J.  E.  Ry-    \ 
land.     2  vols. 
Memorials  of  Christian  Life  In 

the  Early  and    Middle    Ages ;    including 
Light  in  Dark  Places.     Trans,  by  J.  E.    ] 
Ryland.  I 

OCKLEY  (S.)    History  of  the  Sara-   | 

cens  and  their  Conquests  in  S>Tia,  Persia, 
and  Egypt.  Comprising  the  Lives  of  . 
Mohammed  and  his  Successors  to  the 
Death  of  Abdalmelik,  the  Eleventh  Caliph. 
By  Simon  Ockley,  B.D.,  Prof,  of  Arabic 
in  Univ.  of  Cambridge.  Portrait  of  Mo- 
hammed. 

PASCAL'S  Thoughts.  Translated  from 
the  Text  of  M.  .\uguste  Molinier  by 
(".   Kegan  Paul.     3rd  edition. 

PERCY'S   Rellques  of  Ancient  Eng-  : 

lish  Poetry,  consisting  of  Ballads,  Songs,  | 
and  other  Pieces  of  our  earlier  Poets,  with 

some  tew  of  later  date.     With    Essay  on  I 

Ancient  Minstrels,  and  Glossary.     2  vols.  1 


PHILIP   DE  COMMINES.    Memoirs 

of.  Containing  the  Histories  of  Louis  XI. 
and  Charles  VIII.,  and  Ch.-\rles  the  Bold, 
Duke  of  Burgundy.  With  the  History  of 
Louis  XL,  by  J.  de  Troyes.  With  a  Life 
and  Notes  by  A.  R.  Scoble.  Portraits. 
2  vols. 

PLUTARCH'S  LIVES.  Newly  Trans- 
lated, with  Notes  and  Lite,  by  A 
Stewart,  M.A.,  late  Fellow  of  Trinity 
College,  Cambridge,  and  G.  Long,  M.A. 
4  vols. 

POETRY  OF  AMERICA.    Selections 

from  One  Hundred  Poets,  from  1776  to 
1876.  With  Introductory  Review,  and 
Specimens  of  Negro  Melody,  by  W.  J. 
Lmton.     Portrait  of  W.  Whitman. 

RACINE'S  (Jean)  Dramatic  Works. 

A  metrical  J-'.nglish  version,  with  Bio- 
graphical notice.  By  R.  Bruce  Boswell, 
M.A.,  Oxen.     Vol.  I. 

Contents  :  —  The  Thebaid  — Alexander 
the  Great — Andromache— The  Litigants — 
Britannicus — Berenice. 

RANKE  (L.)    History  of  the  Popes, 

their  Church  and  State,  and  their  Conflicts 
with  Protestantism  in  the  i6th  and  17th 
Centuries.  Trans,  by  E.  Foster.  Portraits 
of  Julius  II.  (after  Raphael),  Innocent  X. 
(after  Velasquez),  and  Clement  VII.  (after 
Titian).     3  vols. 

History  of  Servia.    Trans,  by  Mrs. 

Kerr.  To  which  is  added.  The  Slave  Pro- 
vinces of  Turkey,  by  Cyprien  Robert. 

History  of  the  Latin  and  Teu- 
tonic Nations.  1494-1514.  Trans,  by 
P.  A.  Ashworth,  translator  of  Dr.  Gneist's 
'  Histor>-  of  the  English  Constitution.' 

REUMONT  (Alfred  a&).—Scc  Cara/as. 

REYNOLDS'  (Sir  J.)  Literary  W^orks. 

With    Memoir    and  Remarks    by   H.  W. 
Beechy.     2  vols. 
RICHTER   (Jean    Paul).     Levana, 
a  Treatise  on  Education  ;  together  with  thn 
Autobiography,  and  a  short  Memoir. 

Flower,  Fruit,  andThorn  Pieces, 

or  the  Wedded  Life,  Death,  and  Marriage 
of  Siebenkaes.  Translated  by  Alex.  E wing. 

The  only  complete  English  translation. 
ROSCOE'S  (W.)  Life  of  Leo  X^  with 
Notes,  Historical  Documents,  and  Dis&er- 
tation   on    Lucretia    Borgia.     3   Portraits. 
2  voU. 

iA)renzo    de'  Medici,  called    'The 

Magniticent,"  with  Copyright  Notes, 
Poems,  Letters,  &c.  With  Memoir  of 
Roscoe  and  Portrait  of  Loren/o. 

RUSSIA,  History  of,  from  the 
earUest  Period  to  the  Crimean  War.  By 
W.  K.  Kelly.     3  Portraits.     2  vols. 


BONN'S  LIBRARIES. 


SCHILLER'S  Work8.    7  vols. 

Vol.  I.— History  of  theThirty  Years' War. 
Rev.  A.  J.  W.  Morrison,  M.A.     Portrait. 

Vol.  II.— History  of  the  Revolt  in  the 
Netherlands,  the  Trials  of  Counts  Egmont 
and  Horn,  the  Siege  of  Antwerp,  and  the 
Disturbance  of  France  preceding  the  Reign 
of  Henry  IV.  Translated  by  Rev,  A.  J.  W. 
Morrison  and  L.  Dora  Schmitz. 

Vol.  III.— Don  Carlos.  R.  D.  Boylan 
—Mary  Stuart.  Mellish  — Maid  of  Or- 
leans. Anna  Swanwick — Bride  of  Mes- 
sina. A.  Lodge,  M.A.  Together  with  the 
Use  of  the  Chorus  in  Tragedy  (a  short 
Essay).     Engravings. 

These  Dramas  are  all  translated  in  metre. 

Vol.  IV.— Robbers — Fiesco — Love  and 
Intrigue— Demetrius— Ghost  Seer — Sport 
of  Divinity. 

The  Dramas  in  this  volume  are  in  prose. 

Vol.  v.— Poems.     E.  A.  Bowring,  C.B. 

Vol.  VI.— Essays,  /Esthetical  and  Philo- 
sophical, including  the  Dissertation  on  the 
Connexion  between  the  Animal  and  Spiri- 
tual in  Man. 

Vol.  VII.  — Wallenstein's  Camp.  J. 
Churchill.  —  Piccolomini  and  Death  of 
Wallenstein.  S.  T.  Coleridge.— William 
Tell.  Sir  Theodore  Martin,  K.C.B.,  LL.D. 
SCHILLER  and  GOETHE.  Corre- 
spondence between,  from  a.d.  1794-1805. 
With  Short  Notes  by  L.  Dora  Schmitz. 
2  vols. 
SCHLEGEL'S  (F.)  Lectures  on  the 
Philosophy  of  Life  and  the  Philosophy  of 
Language.     By  A.  J.  W.  Morrison. 

The  History  of  Literature,  Ancient 

and  Modern. 

The  Philosophy  of  History.  With 

Memoir  and  Portrait. 

— —  Modern  History,  with  the  Lectures 
entitled  Caesar  and  Alexander,  and  The 
Beginning  of  our  History.  By  L.  Purcel 
and  R.  H.  Whitelock. 

——  .£sthetic  and  Miscellaneous 
Works,  containing  Letters  on  Christian 
Art,  Essay  on  Gothic  Architecture,  Re- 
marks on  the  Romance  Poetry  of  the  Mid- 
dle Ages,  on  Shakspeare,  the  Limits  of  the 
Beautiful,  and  on  the  Language  and  Wis- 
dom of  the  Indians.     By  E.  J.  Millington. 

SCHLEGEL  (A.  VIT.)  Dramatic  Art 
and  Literature.  By  J.  Black.  With  Me- 
moir by  A.  J.  W.  Rlorrison.     Portrait. 

SCHUMANN  (Robert),  His  Life  and 
Works.  By  A.  Reissmann.  Trans,  by 
A,  L.  Alger. 

Early  Letters.    Translated  by  May 

Herbert. 

SHAKESPEARE'S    Dramatic   Art. 

The  History  and  Character  of  Shakspeare's 
Plays.     By  Dr.  H.  Ulrici.     Trans,  by  L. 
Dora  Schmitz.     2  vols, 
SHAKESPEARE    (William).       A 

Literal^'  liiography  by  Karl   Elze,  Ph.D., 
LL.D.  Translated  by  L.  Dora  Schmitz.  5^-. 


SHERIDAN'S  Dramatic  Works.  With 

Memoir     Portrait  ^after  Reynolds). 
SKEAT  (Rev.  W.  \V.)—See  Chancer. 
SISMONDI'S  History  of  the  Litera- 

ture  of  the  South  of  Europe.  With  Notes 
and  Memoir  by  T.  Roscoe.  Portraits  of 
Sismondi  and  Dante.     2  vols. 

The  specimens  of  early  French,  Italian, 
Spanish,  and  Portugese  Poetry,  in  English 
Verse,  by  Cary  and  others. 

SMITH'S  (Adam)  The  Wealth  of 
Nations.  An  Inquiry  into  the  Nature  and 
Causes  of.  Reprinted  from  the  Sixth 
Edition.  With  an  Introduction  by  Ernest 
Belfort  Bax.     2  vols. 

SMITH'S  (Adam)  Theory  of  Moral 
Sentiments  ;  with  Essay  on  the  First  For- 
mation of  Languages,  and  Critical  Memoir 
by  Dugald  Stewart. 

SMYTH'S  (Professor)  Lectures  on 
Modern  History  ;  from  the  Irruption  of  the 
Northern  Nations  to  the  close  of  the  Ameri- 
can Revolution.     2  vols. 

Lectures  on  the  French  Revolu- 
tion.    With  Index.     2  vols. 

SOUTHEY.— 6"^^  Cow/>er,  Wesley,  and 
{^Illustrated  Library)  Nelsoii.. 

STURM'S  Morning  Communings 
with  God,  or  Devotional  Meditations  for 
Every  Day.  Trans,  by  W.  Johnstone,  M.A. 

SULLY.  Memoirs  of  the  Duke  of. 
Prime  Minister  to  Henry  the  Great.  With 
Notes  and  Historical  Introduction.  4  Por- 
traits.    4  vols. 

TAYLOR'S  (Bishop  Jeremy)  Holy 
Living  and  Dying,  with  Prayers,  contain- 
ing the  Whole  Duty  of  a  Christian  and  the 
parts  of  Devotion  fitted  to  all  Occasions. 
Portrait. 

THIERRY'S  Conquest  of  England  by 
the  Normans ;  its  Causes,  and  its  Conse- 
quences in  England  and  the  Continent. 
By  W.  Hazlitt.  With  short  Memoir.  2  Per- 
traits.     2  vols. 

TROYE'S  (Jean  ^fi).  —  See  Philip  de 
Cotnmines, 

ULRICI  [TyY.)—See  Shakespeare. 

VAS ARI.  Lives  of  the  most  Eminent 
Painters,  Sculptors,  and  Architects.  By 
Mrs.  J.  Foster,  with  selected  Notes.  Por- 
trait. 6  vols..  Vol.  VI.  being  an  additional 
Volume  of  Notes  by  J.  P.  Richter. 

W^ERNER'S  Templars  in  Cyprus. 
Trans,  by  E.  A.  M.  Lewis. 

W^ESLEY,  the  Life  of,  and  the  Rise 
and  Progress  of  Methodism.  By  Robert 
Southey.     Portrait.    55. 

WHEATLEY.  A  Rational  Illustra- 
tion of  the  Book  of  Common  Prayer,  being 
the  Substance  of  everything  Liturgical  in 
all  former  Ritualist  Commentators  upon  the 
subject.     Frontispiece. 

YOUNG  (Arthur)  Travels  in  France. 
F'.dited  by  Miss  Eetham  Edwards.  With 
a  Portrait. 


HISTORICAL  AND  PHILOSOPHICAL  LIBRARIES, 


HISTORICAL    LIBRARY. 

22  Volumes  at  "Jj.  each.     (5/.  los.  per  set.) 


EVELYN'S  Diary  and  Correspond- 

dence,  with  the  Private  Correspondence  of 
Charles  I  and  Sir  Edward  Nicholas,  and 
between  Sir  Edward  Hyde  (Earl  of  Claren- 
don) and  Sir  Richard  Browne.  Edited  from 
the  Original  MSS.  by  W.  Bray,  F.A.S. 
4  vols.  N.  S.  45  Engravings  (after  Van- 
dyke, Lely,  Kneller,  and  Jamieson,  &c.). 

N.B. — This  edition  contains  130  letters 
from  Evelyn  and  his  wife,  contained  in  no 
other  edition. 

PEPYS'  Diary  and  Correspondence. 

With  Life  and  Notes,  by  Lord  Braybrooke. 
4  vols.  N.  S.  With  Appendix  containing 
additional  Letters,  an  Index,  and  31  En- 
gravings (after  Vandyke,  Sir  P.  Lely, 
Holbein    Kneller,  &c.). 


JESSE'S    Memoirs    of  the  Court  of 

England  under  the  Stuarts,  including  the 
Protectorate.  3  vols.  With  Index  and  42 
Portraits  (after  Vandyke,  Lely,  &c.). 

Memoirs  of  the  Pretenders  and 

their  Adherents.    7  Portraits. 

NU GENT'S  (Lord)  Memorials  of 
Hampden,  his  Party  and  Times.  With 
Memoir.  12  Portraits  (after  Vandyke 
and  others). 

STRICKLAND'S  (Agnes)  Lives  of  the 
Queens  of  England  from  the  Norman 
Conquest.  From  authentic  Documents, 
public  and  private.  6  Portraits.  6  vols. 
N.S. 

Life  of  Mary   Queen   of  Scots. 

2  Portraits.     2  vols. 

Lives  of  the  Tudor  and  Stuart 

Princesses.     With  2  Portraits. 


PHILOSOPHICAL   LIBRARY. 

17  Vols,  at  Ss.  each,  excepting  those  marked  otherwise.     (3/.  i^s.  per  set.) 


BACON'S  Novum  Organum  and  Ad- 
vancement of  Learning.  With  Notes  by 
J.  Devey,  M.A. 

BAX.     A  Handbook  of  the  History 

of  Philosophy,  for   the   use  of  Students. 
By   E.    Belfort    Bax,    Editor    of   Kant's 
'  Prolegomena.'     si'. 
COMTE'S  Philosophy  of  the  Sciences. 

An  Exposition  of  the  Principles  of  the 
Cours  lie  Philosophie  Positive.  By  G.  H. 
Lewes,  Author  of  '  The  Life  of  Goethe.' 

DRAPER  (Dr.  J.  "W.)    A  History  of 

the    Intellectual   Development  of  Europe. 
2  vols. 
HEGEL'S  Philosophy  of  History.    By 
J.  Sibree,  M.A. 

KANT'S   Critique   of  Pure  Reason. 

By  J.  M.  D.  Meiklejohn. 
Prolegomena  and  Metaphysical 

Foundations  of  Natural  Science,  with  Bio- 
graphy and  Memoir  by  E.  Belfort  Bax. 
Portrait. 


LOGIC,  or  the  Science  of  Inference. 

A  Popular  Manual.     By  J.  Devey. 

MILLER  (Professor).  History  Philo- 
sophically Illustrated,  from  the  Fall  of  the 
Roman  Empire  to  the  French  Revolution. 
With  Memoir.     4  vols.     3J.  dd.  each. 

SCHOPENHAUER  on  the  Fourfold 

Root  of  the  Principle  of  Sufficient  Reason, 
and  on  the  Will  in  Nature.  Trans,  from 
the  German. 

SPINOZA'S  Chief  "Works.  Trans,  with 
Introduction  by  R.  H.  M.  Elwes.    2  vols. 

Vol.   I. — Tractatus  Theologico-Politicus 
— Political  Treatise. 

Vol.   II. —  Improvement  of  the  Under- 
standing— Ethics — Letters. 

TENNEMANN'S  Manual  of  the  His- 
tory of  Philosophy.  Trans,  by  Rev.  A 
Johnson,  M.A. 
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BONN'S  LIBRARIES. 


THEOLOGICAL    LIBRARY. 

IS  Vols,  at  5 J.  each^  excepting  those  marked  otJierwise.     (3/.  13J.  ^d. per  set.) 


BLEEK.     Introduction   to    the   Old 

Testament.  By  Friedrich  Bleek.  Trans, 
under  the  supervision  of  Rev.  E.  Venables, 
Residentiary  Canon  of  Lincoln.     2   vols. 

CHILLINGWORTH'S    Religion    of 

Protestants.     3^.  6d. 

EUSEBIUS.     Ecclesiastical   History 

of  Eusebius  Pamphilius,  Bishop  of  Caesarea. 
Trans,  by  Rev.  C.  F.  Cruse,  M.A.  With 
Notes,  Life,  and  Chronological  Tables. 

EVAGRIUS.    History  of  the  Church. 

—See  Theodoret. 

HARDWICK.  History  Of  the  Articles 

of  Religion  ;  to  which  is  added  a  Series  of 
Documents  from  a.d.  1536  to  a.d.  1615. 
Ed.  by  Rev.  F.  Proctor. 

HENRY'S  (Matthew)  Exposition  of 

the  Book  of  Psalms.    Numerous  Woodcuts. 

PEARSON  (John,  D.D.)    Exposition 

of  the  Creed.  Edit,  by  E.  Walford,  M.A. 
With  Notes,  Analysis,  and  Indexes. 


PHILO.JUD^US,    Works    of.      The 

Contemporary'  of  Josephus.  Trans,  by 
C.  D.  Yonge.     4  vols. 

PHILOSTORGIUS.    Ecclesiastical 

History  of. — See  Sozoinen. 

SOCRATES'   Ecclesiastical  History* 

Comprising  a  Historj'  of  the  Church  from 
Constantine,  a.d.  305.  to  the  38th  year  of 
Theodosius  II.  With  Short  Account  of 
the  Author,  and  selected  Notes. 

SOZOMEN'S  Ecclesiastical  History. 

A.D.  324-440.  With  Notes,  Prefatory  Re- 
marks by  Valesius,  and  Short  Memoir. 
Together  with  the  Ecclesiastical  His 
TORY  OF  PHiLOSTORGius,as  epitomised  by 
Photius.  Trans,  by  Rev.  E.  Walford,  M.A. 
With  Notes  and  brief  Life. 

THEODORET  and  EVAGRIUS.  His- 
tories of  the  Church  from  a.d.  332  to  the 
Death  of  Theodore  of  Mopsuestia,  a.d. 
427  ;  and  from  a.d.  431  to  a.d.  544.  With 
Memoirs. 

WIESELER'S  (Karl)   Chronological 

Synopsis  of  the  Four  Gospels.  Trans,  by 
Rev.  Canon  Venables. 


ANTIQUARIAN    LIBRARY. 

35  Vols,  at  5^.  each.     (8/.  \^s.  per  set.) 


ANGLO-SAXON   CHRONICLE.  —  See 

Bede. 
ASSER'6  Life  of  Alfred.— ^'^^  Six  O.  E. 

Chronicles. 
BEDE'S    (Venerable)    Ecclesiastical 

History  of  England.  Together  with  the 
Anglo-Saxon  Chronicle.  With  Notes, 
Short  Life,  Analysis,  and  Map.  Edit,  by 
J.  A.  Giles,  D.C.L. 
BOETHIUS'S  Consolation  of  Philo- 
sophy. King  Alfred's  Anglo-Saxon  Ver- 
sion of.  With  an  English  Translation  on 
opposite  pages,  Notes,  Introduction,  and 
Glossary,  by  Rev.  S.  Fox,  M.A.  To 
which  is  added  the  Anglo-Saxon  Version  of 
the  Metres  of  Boethius,  with  a  free 
Translation  by  Martin  F.  Tupper,  D.C.L. 

BRAND'S     Popular    Antiquities    of 

England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland.  Illus- 
trating the  Origin  of  our  Vulgar  and  Pro- 
vincial Customs,  Ceremonies,  and  Super- 
stitions. By  Sir  Henr^- Ellis,  K.H.,  F.R.S. 
Frontispiece.    3  vols. 


CHRONICLES    Of  the    CRUSADES. 

Contemporary  Narratives  of  Richard  Coeur 
de  Lion,  by  Richard  of  Devizes  and  Geof- 
frey de  Vinsauf;  and  of  the  Crusade  at 
Saint  Louis,  by  Lord  John  de  Joinville. 
With  Short  Notes.  Illuminated  Frontis- 
piece from  an  old  MS. 

DYER'S  (T.  F.  T.)    British  Popular 

Customs,  Present  and  Past.  An  Account 
of  the  various  Games  and  Customs  asso- 
ciated with  different  Days  of  the  Year  in 
the  British  Isles,  arranged  according  to  the 
Calendar.  By  the  Rev.  T.  F.  Thiselton 
Dyer,  M.A. 

EARLY  TRAVELS  IN  PALESTINE. 

Comprising  the  Narratives  of  Arculf, 
Willibald,  Bernard,  Saewulf,  Sigurd,  Ben- 
jamin of  Tudela,  Sir  John  Maundeville, 
De  la  Brocquiere,  and  Maundrell ;  all  un- 
abridged. With  Introduction  and  Notes 
by  Thomas  Wright.     Map  of  Jerusalem. 


ANTIQUARIAN  LIBRARY. 
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ELLIS  (G.)  Specimens  of  Early  En- 
glish Metrical  Romances,  relating:  to 
Arthur,  Merlin,  Guy  of  Warwick,  Richard 
Coeur  de  Lion,  Charlemagne,  Roland,  &c. 
&c.  With  Historical  Introduction  by  J.  O. 
Halliwell,  F.R.S.  Illuminated  Frontis- 
piece from  an  old  MS. 

ETHEL WERD,     Chronicle    of.  — See 

Six  O.  E.  Chronicles. 

FLORENCE     OF    WORCESTER'S 

Chronicle,  with  the  Two  Continuations  : 
comprising  Annals  of  English  History 
from  the  Departure  of  the  Romans  to  the 
Reign  of  Edward  I.  Trans.,  with  Notes, 
by  Thomas  Forester,  M.A. 

GEOFFREY    OF    MONMOUTH. 

Chronicle  oi.—See  Six  O.  E.  Chronicles.       | 

GESTA    ROMANORUM,    or    Enter-  ! 

taining    Moral    Stories    invented    by  the  [ 

Monks.     Trans,  with  Notes   by  the  Rev.  . 

Charles  Swan.     Edit,  by  W.  Hooper,  M.A.  ; 

GILDAS.    Chronicle  of.— See  Six  O.  E.    \ 

Chronicles.  \ 

GIRALDUS   CAMBRENSIS'  Historl-  | 

cal   Works.       Containing   Topography  of  j 

Ireland,  and  History  of  the  Conquest  of  j 

Ireland,  by  Th.  Forester,  M.A.     Itinerary  | 
through  Wales,  and  Description  of  Wales, 
by  Sir  R.  Colt  Hoare. 

HENRY  OF  HUNTINGDON'S  His- 
tory of  the  English,  from  the  Roman  In- 
vasion to  the  Accession  of  Henry  II.  ; 
with  the  Acts  of  King  Stephen,  and  the 
Letter  to  Walter.  By  T.  Forester,  M.A. 
Frontispiece  from  au  old  MS. 

INGULPH'S  Chronicles  of  the  Abbey 

of  Croyland,  with  the  Continuation  by 
Peter  of  Blois  and  others.  Trans,  with 
Notes  by  H.  T.  Riley,  B.A. 

KEIGHTLEY'S  (Thomas)  Fairy  My- 
thology', illustrative  of  the  Romance  and 
Superstition  of  Various  Countries.  Frontis- 
piece bv  Cruikshank. 

LEPSIUS'S    Letters   from    Egrypt, 

Ethiopia,  and  the  Peninsula  of  Sinai  ;  to 
which  are  added.  Extracts  from  his 
Chronology  of  the  Egyptians,  with  refer- 
ence to  the  Exodus  of  the  Israelites.  By 
L.  and  J.  B.  Horner.  Maps  and  Coloured 
View  of  Mount  Barkal.  ! 

MALLET'S  Northern  Antiquities,  or  i 

an    Historical   Account   of  the    Manners,  \ 

Customs,  Religions,  and  Literature  of  the  I 

Ancient  Scandmavians.     Trans,  by  Bishop  | 

Percy.      With   Tran.slation  of  the  Prosb  I 
Edda,    and   Notes  by  J.    A.    Blackwell. 

Also  an  Abstract  of  the  '  Eyrbyggia  Saga  '  I 
by    Sir    Walter    Scott.       With    Glossary 
and  Coloured  Frontispiece. 


MARCO  POLO'S  Travels ;  with  Notes 
and    Introduction.      Edit,   by  T.   Wright. 

MATTHEW   PARIS'S    English    His 

tory,  from  1235  to  1273.  By  Rev.  J.  A. 
Giles,  D.C.L.  With  Frontispiece.  3  vols.— 
See  also  Roger  0/  Wendovcr. 

MATTHEW^    OF    WESTMINSTER'S 

Flowers  of  History,  especially  such  as  re- 
late to  the  affairs  of  Britain,  from  the  be- 
ginning of  the  World  to  a.u.  1307.  By 
C.  D.  Yonge.     2  vols. 

NENNTUS.  Chronicle  of.— See  Six 
O.  E.  Chronicles. 

ORDERICUS  VITALIS'  Ecclesiastical 

History  of  England  and  Normandy.  With 
Notes,  Introduction  of  Guizot,  and  the 
Critical  Notice  of  M.  Delille,  by  T. 
Forester,  M.A.  To  which  is  added  the 
Chronicle  of  St.  Evroult.  With  Gene- 
ral and  Chronological  Indexes.     4  vols. 

PAULI'S  (Dr.  R.)  Life  of  Alfred  the 

Great.  To  which  is  appended  Alfred's 
Anglo-Saxon  Version  ofOrosius.  With 
literal  Translation  interpaged,  Notes,  and 
an  Anglo-Saxon  Grammar  and  Glossary, 
by  B.  Thorpe,  Esq.     Frontispiece. 

RICHARD    OF    CIRENCESTER. 

Chronicle  of.— vS"^^  Six  O.  E.  Chronicles. 

ROGER  DE  HOVEDEN'S  Annals  of 

English  History,  comprising  the  Historj 
of  England  and  of  other  Countries  of  Eu- 
rope from  a.d.  732  to  a.d.  1201.  With 
Notes  by  H.  T.  Riley,  B.A.     2  vols. 

ROGER  OF  W^ENDOVER'S  Flowers 

of  History,  comprising  the  History  of 
England  from  the  Descent  of  the  Saxons  to 
A.D.  1235,  formerly  ascribed  to  Matthew 
Paris.  With  Notes  and  Index  by  J.  A. 
Giles,  D.C.L.     2  vols. 

SIX  OLD   ENGLISH  CHRONICLES  : 

viz.,  Asser's  Life  of  Alfred  and  the  Chroni 
cles  of  Ethelwerd,  Gildas,  Nennius,  Geof- 
frey of  Monmouth,  and  Richard  of  Ciren- 
ce.ster.  Edit.,  with  Notes,  by  J.  A.  Giles, 
D.C.L.     Portrait  oJ  Alfred. 

WILLIAM     OF     MALMESBURY'S 

Chronicle  of  the  Kings  of  England,  from 
the  Earliest  Period  to  King  Stephen.  By 
Rev.  J.  Sharpe.  With  Notes  by  J.  A. 
Giles,  D.C.L.     Frontispiece. 

YULE-TIDE  STORIES.  A  Collection 
of  Scandinavian  and  North-German  Popu- 
lar Talcj  and  Traditions,  from  the  Swedish, 
Danish,  and  German.    Edit,  by  B.  Thorpe. 


BONN'S  LIBRARIES. 


ILLUSTRATED    LIBRARY. 

84  Vols,  at  5^.  each,  excepting  those  marked  otherwise.     (20/.  I  Si.  6^.  per  set.) 


ALLEN'S   (Joseph,  R.N.)  Battles  of 

the  British  Navy.  Revised  edition,  with 
Indexes  of  Names  and  Events,  and  57  Por- 
traits and  Plans.     2  vols. 

ANEERSEN'S   Danish  Fairy  Tales. 

By  Caroline  Peachey.  With  Short  Life 
and  120  Wood  Engravings. 

ARIOSTO'S     Orlando     Furioso.     In 

English  Verse  by  W.  S.  Rose.  With  Notes 
and  Short  Memoir.  Portrait  after  Titian, 
and  24  Steel  Engravings.     2  vols. 

BECHSTEIN'S  Cage   and   Chamber 

Birds  :  their  Natural  History,  Habits,  &c. 
Together  with  Sweet's  British  War- 
blers.  43  Coloured  Plates  and  Woodcuts. 

BONOMI'S  Nineveh  and  its  Palaces. 

The  Discoveries  of  Botta  and  Layard 
applied  to  the  Elucidation  of  Holy  Writ. 
7  Plates  and  294  Woodcuts. 

BUTLER'S  Hudibras,  with  Variorum 
Notes  and  Biography.  Portrait  and  28 
Illustrations. 

CATTERMOLE'S  Evenings  at  Had- 

don  Hall.  Romantic  Tales  of  the  Olden 
Times.  With  24  Steel  Engravings  after 
Cattermole. 

CHINA,  Pictorial,  Descriptive,  and 

Historical,  with  some  account  of  Ava  and 
the  Burmese,  Siam,  and  Anam.  Map,  and 
nearly  100  Illustrations. 

CRAIK'S  (G.  L.)  Pursuit   of  Know- 

ledge  under  Difficulties.  Illustrated  by 
Anecdotes  and  Memoirs.  Numerous  Wood- 
cut Portraits. 

CRUIKSHANK'S  Three  Courses  and 

a  Dessert ;  comprising  three  Sets  of  Tales, 
West  Country,  Irish,  and  Legal  ;  and  a 
Melange.  With  50  Illustrations  by  Cruik- 
shank. 

Punch  and  Judy.    The  Dialogue  of 

the  Puppet  Show ;  an  Accountof  its  Origin, 
&c.  24  Illusiraiions  and  Coloured  Plates 
by  Cruikshank. 

DIDRON'S   Christian   Iconography; 

a  History  of  Christian  Art  in  the  Middle 
Ages.  By  the  late  A.  N.  Didron.  Trans, 
by  E.  J.  Millington,  and  completed,  with 
Additions  and  Appendices,  by  Margaret 
Stokes.  2  vols.  With  numerous  Illustrations. 

Vol.  I.  The  History  of  the  Nimbus,  the 
Aureole,  and  the  Glory ;  Representations 
ef  the  Persons  of  the  Trinity. 

Vol.  II.  The  Trinity;  Angels;  Devils; 
The  Soul ;  The  Christian  Scheme.  Appen- 
dices. 


DANTE,  in  English  Verse,  by  I.  C.Wright, 
M.A.  With  Introduction  and  Memoir. 
Portrait  and  34  Steel  Engravings  after 
Flaxman. 

DYER  (Dr.  T.  H.)  Pompeii :  its  Build- 
ings and  Antiquities.  An  Account  of  the 
City,  with  full  Description  of  the  Remains 
and  Recent  Excavations,  and  an  Itinerary 
for  Visitors.  By  T.  H.  Dyer,  LL.D. 
Nearly  300  Wood  Engravings,  ]\Iap,  and 
Plan.     7^.  td. 

Rome :    History    of   the    City,   with 

Introduction  on  recent  Excavations.  8 
Engravings,  Frontispiece,  and  2  Maps. 

GIiL    BLAS.     The   Adventures   of. 

From  the  French  of  Lesage  by  Smollett. 
24  Engravings  after  Smirke,  and  10  Etch- 
ings by  Cruikshank.     612  pages.     6j. 

GRIMM'S  Gammer  Grethel;  or,  Ger- 
man Fairy  Tales  and  Popular  Stories, 
containing  42  Fairy  Tales.  By  Edgar 
Taylor.  Numerous  Woodcuts  after  Cruik- 
shank and  Ludwig  Grimm.     35.  dd. 

HOLBEIN'S    Dance    of    Death   and 

Bible  Cuts.  Upwards  of  150  Subjects,  en- 
graved in  facsimile,  with  Introduction  and 
Descriptions  by  the  late  Francis  Douce 
and  Dr.  Dibdin. 

HOWITT'S  (Mary)  Pictorial  Calen- 
dar of  the  Seasons  ;  embodying  Aikin's 
Calendar  of  Nature.  Upwards  of  100 
Woodcuts. 

INDIA,  Pictorial,  Descriptive,   and 

Historical,  from  the  Earliest  Times.  100 
Engravings  on  Wood  and  Map. 

JESSE'S  Anecdotes  of  Dogs.  With 
40  Woodcuts  after  Harvey,  Bewick,  and 
others  ;  and  34  Steel  Engravings  after 
Cooper  and  Landseer. 

KING'S  (C.  W.)    Natural  History  of 

Gems  or  Decorative  Stones.  Illustra- 
tions,    6j. 

Natural    History    of    Precious 

Stones  and  Metals.     Illustrations.     6f. 

KITTO'S  Scripture  Lands.  Described 
in  a  series  of  Historical,  Geographical, 
and  Topographical  Sketches.  42  coloured 
Maps. 

KRUMMACHER'S  Parables.  40  lHus- 

trations. 
LINDSAY'S  (Lord)  Letters  on  Egypt. 

Edom,  and  the  Holy  Land.  36  Wood 
Engravings  and  2  Maps. 


ILLUSTRATED  LIBRARY. 


LODGE'S     Portraits     of    Illustrious 

Ptrsonages  of  Great  Britain,  with  Bio- 
graphical and  Historical  Memoirs.  240 
Portraits  engraved  on  Steel,  with  the 
J-espective  Biographies  unabridged.  Com- 
plete in  S  vols. 

LpNGFELLOW'S    Poetical    VJTorks, 

includir.g  his  Translations  and  Notes.  24 
full-page  Woodcuts  by  Birket  Foster  and 
others,  ai.d  a  Portrait. 

Withoat  the  Illustrations,  is,  bd. 

Prose  Works.      With   16    full-page 

Woodcuts  Dy  Birket  Foster  and  others. 

LOUDON'S  (Mrs.)  Entertaining  Na- 
turalist. Popular  Descriptions,  Tales,  and 
Anecdotes,  of  more  than  500  Animals. 
Numerous  Woodcuts. 

MARRY AT'S  (Capt.,  R.N.)  Master- 
man  Ready  ;  or,  the  Wreck  of  the  Pacific. 
(Written  for  Voung  People.)  With  93 
Woodcuts.     3^.  dd. 

Mission ;   or,  Scenes  in  Africa. 

(Written  for  Young  People.)  Illustrated 
by  Gilbert  and  Dalziel.     3^.  td. 

Pirate  and  Three  Cutters.  (Writ- 
ten for  Voung  People.)  With  a  Memoir. 
8  Steel  Engravings  after  Clarkson  Stan- 
field,  R.A.     3.f.  6^. 

Privateersman.    Adventures  by  Sea 

and  Land  One  Hundred  Years  Ago. 
(Written  for  Young  People.)  8  Steel  En- 
gravings.    3^.  6d. 

Settlers  in  Canada.    (Written  for 

Young  People.)  10  Engravings  by  Gilbert 
and  Dalziel.     3^.  td, 

Poor     Jack.      (Written    for    Young 

People.)  With  16  Illustrations  after  Clark- 
son  Stanfield,  R.A.     3J.  td. 

Midshipman  Easy.  With  3  full- 
page  Illustrations.     Small  post  8vo.  ^s,  6d. 

Peter  Simple.  With  8  full-page  Illus- 
trations.    Small  post  8vo.  ^s.  6d. 

MAXWELL'S  Victories  of  Welling- 
ton and  the  British  Armies.  Frontispiece 
and  4  Portraits. 

MICHAEL  ANGELO  and  RAPHAEL, 

Their  Lives  and  Works.  By  Duppa  and 
Quatremcre  de  Quincy.  Portraits  and 
Engravings,  including  the  Last  Judgment, 
and  Cartoons. 

MILLER'S  History  of  the  Anglo- 
Saxons,  from  the  Earliest  Period  to  the 
Norman  Conquest.  Portrait  of  Alfred,  Map 
of  Saxon  Britain,  and  12  Steel  Engravings. 

MUDIE'S  History  of  British  Birds. 

Revised  by  W.  C.  L.  Martin.  52  Figures  of 
Birds  and  7  coloured  Plates  of  Eggs. 
2  vols. 


NAVAL    and    MILITARY    HEROES 

of  Great  Britain  ;  a  Record  of  British 
,        Valour   on   every   Day   in  the  year,   from 

William  the  Conqueror  to  the  Battle  of 
I  Inkermann.  By  Major  Johns,  R.M.,  and 
1  Lieut.  P.  H.  Nicolas,  R.M.  Indexes.  24 
I        Portraits  after  Holbein,  Reynolds,  &c.   ts. 

I    NICpLINI'S  History  of  the  Jesuits  : 

I  their  Origin,  Progress,  Doctrines,  and  De- 
i        signs.     8  Portraits. 

[    PETRARCH'S    Sonnets,    Triumphs, 

i        and  other  Poems,  in  English  Verse.     With 
'        Life  by  Thomas  Campbell.     Portrait  and 
15  Steel  Engravings. 

I   PICKERING'S  History  of  the  Races 

of  Man,  and  their  Geographical  Distribu- 
tion ;  with  An  Analytical  Synoi'sis  of 

I        THE  Natural  History  of  Man.  By  Dr. 

I        Hall.     Map  of  the  World  and  12  coloured 

j       Plates 

PICTORIAL      HANDBOOK     OF 

Modern   (Geography   on   a   Popular   Plan. 
Compiled  from  the  best  Authorities,  English 
and  Foreign,  by  H.  G.  Bohn.     150  Wood- 
i        cuts  and  51  coloured  Maps. 

Without  the  Maps,  2,s.  6d. 

j  POPE'S  Poetical  W^orks,  including 
j  Translations.  Edit.,  with  Notes,  by  R. 
i        Carruthers.     2  vols. 

I    Homer's    Iliad,    with    Introduction 

and  Notes  by  Rev.  J.  S.  Watson,  M.A. 
j        With  Flaxman's  Designs. 

I    Homer's  Odyssey,  with  the  Battle 

I        OF   Frogs   and   Mice,   Hymns,    &c.,  by 
]        other  translators  including  Chapman.     In- 
troduction and   Notes  by  J.   S.  Watson, 
M.A.     With  Flaxman's  Designs. 

Life,    including   many  of  his    Letters. 

By  R.  Carruthers.   Numerous  Illustrations. 

POTTERY    AND    PORCELAIN,    and 

other  objects  of  Vertu.  Comprising  an 
Illustrated  Catalogue  of  the  Bernal  Col- 
lection, with  the  prices  and  names  of  the 
Possessors.  Also  an  Introductory  Lecture 
on  Pottery  and  Porcelain,  and  an  Engraved 
List  of  all  Marks  and  Monograms.  By 
H.  G.  Bohn.     Numerous  Woodcuts. 

With  coloured  Illustrations,  10s.  6d, 

PROUT'S  (Father)  Reliques.  Edited 
by  Rev.  F.  Mahony.  Copyright  edition, 
with  the  Author's  last  corrections  and 
additions.  21  Etchings  by  D.  MacHse, 
R.A.     Nearly  600  pages. 

RECREATIONS  IN  SHOOTING.  With 
some  Account  of  the  Game  found  in  the 
British  Isles,  and  Directions  for  the  Manage- 
ment of  Dog  and  Gun.  By 'Craven.'  62 
Woodcuts  and  9  Steel  Engravings  after 
A.  Cooper,  R.A. 
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BOHirS  LIBRARIES. 


RENNIE.    Insect   Architecture.    Re- 

vised  by  Rev.  J.  G.  Wood,  M.A.  i86 
Woodcuts. 

ROBINSON  CRUSOE.  With  Memoir  of 
Defoe,  12  Steel  Engravings  and  74  Wood- 
cuts after  Stothard  and  Harvey. 

Without  the  Engravings,  n,s.  6d. 

ROME  IN  THE  NINETEENTH  CEN- 

tury.  An  Account  in  1817  of  the  Ruins  zi 
the  Ancient  City,  and  Monuments  of  Modern 
Times.  By  C.  A.  Eaton.  34  Steel  En- 
gravings.    2  vols. 

SHARPE  (S.)    The  History  of  Egypt, 

from  the  Earliest  Times  till  the  Conquest 
by  the  Arabs,  a.d.  640.  2  Maps  and  up- 
wards of  400  Woodcuts.     2  vols. 

SOUTHEY'S  Life  of  Nelson.  With 
Additional  Notes,  Facsimiles  of  Nelson's 
Writing,  Portraits,  Plans,  and  50  Engrav- 
ings, after  Birket  Foster,  &c. 

STARLING'S  (Miss)  Noble  Deeds  of 

Women;  or,  Examplesof  Female  Courage, 
Fortitude,  and  Virtue.  With  14  Steel  Por- 
traits. 

STUART  and  REVETT'S  Antiqtiities 

of  Athens,  and  other  Monuments  of  Greece  ; 
with  _  Glossary  of  Terms  used  in  Grecian 
Architecture.  71  Steel  Plates  and  numerous 
Woodcuts. 

SWEET'S  British  "Warblers.  ss.—See 

Bechstein. 

TALES    OF    THE    GENU;    or,    the 

Delightful  Lessons  of  Horam,  the  Son  of 
Asmar.  Trans,  by  Sir  C.  Morrell.  Numer- 
ous Woodcuts. 


TASSO'S    Jerusalem    Delivered.    In 

English  Spenserian  Verse,  with  Life,  by 
J.  H.  Wiffen.  With  8  Engravings  anc  24 
Woodcuts. 

WALKER'S  Manly  Exercises;  con- 
taining  Skating,  Riding,  Driving,  Hunting, 
Shooting,  Sailing,  Rowing,  Swimmmg,  &c. 
44  Engravings  and  numerous  Woodcuts. 

WALTON'S  Complete  Angler,  or  the 

Contemplative  Man's  Recreatior,  by  Izaak 
Walton  and  Charles  Cotton.  With  Me- 
moirs and  Notes  by  E.  Jesse.  Also  an 
Account  of  Fishing  Stations,  7'ackle,  &c., 
by  H.  G.  Bohn.  Portrait  and  203  Wood- 
cuts, and  26  Engravings  on  Steel. 

Lives  of  Donne,  Wotton,  Hooker, 

&c.,  with  Notes.  A  New  Edition,  re- 
vised by  A.  H.  BuUen,  with  a  Memoir 
of  Izaak  Walton  by  William  Dowling.  6 
Portraits,   6   Autograph    Signatures,    &c. 

W^ELLINGTON,  Life  of.  From  the 
Materials  of  Maxwell.  18  Steel  En- 
gravings. 

Victories  of. —See  Maxtvell. 

WESTROPP  (H.  M.)  A  Handbook  of 

Archasology,  Egyptian,  Greek,  Etruscan, 
Roman.  By  H.  M.  Westropp.  Numerous 
Illustrations. 

WHITE'S    Natural    History  of  Sel- 

borne,  with  Observations  on  various  Parts 
of  Nature,  and  the  Naturalists'  Calendar. 
Sir  W.  Jardine.  Edit.,  with  Notes  and 
Memoir,  by  E.  Jesse.  40  Portraits  aiul 
coloured  Plates. 


CLASSICAL   LIBRARY. 

Translations  from  the  Greek  and  Latin. 
103  Vols,  at  55.  each,  excepting  those  marked  otherwise.     (25/.  4J,  (>d.  per  set,) 


iESCHYLUS,    The    Dramas    of.     In 

English  Verse  by  Anna   Swanwick.      4th 
edition. 

The  Tragedies  of.     In  Prose,  with 

Notes  and  Introduction,  by  T.  A.  Buckley, 
B.A.     Portrait.     3J.  6rf. 

AMMIANUS  MARCELLINUS.  His- 
tory of  Rome  during  the  Reigns  of  Con- 
stantius,  Julian,  Jovianus,Valentinian,  and 
Valens,  by  C.  D.  Yonge,  B.A.  Double 
volume.     TS.  6d. 


ANTONINUS     (M.     Aurelius),     The 

Thoughts  of.  Translated  literally,  with 
Notes,  Biographical  Sketch,  and  Essay  on 
the   Pliilosophy,  by  George   Long,    M.A. 

APOLLONIUS  RHODIUS.    '  The  Ar- 

gc    lautica.'  Translated  by  E.  P,  Coleridge. 

AHJLEIUS,  The  Works  of.  Com- 
prising the  Golden  Ass,  God  of  Socrates, 
Floric^,  and  Discourse  of  Magic.  With 
a  Metrical  Version  of  Cupid  and  Psyche, 
and  Mrs.  Tighe's  Psyche.  Frontis 
piece. 


CLASSICAL  LIBRARY. 


ARISTOPHANES'  Comedies.    Trans., 

with  Notes  and  Extracts  from  Frere's  and 
other  Metrical  Versions,  by  W.  J.  Hickie. 
Portrait.     2  vols. 

ARISTOTLE'S  Nicomachean  Ethics. 

Trans.,  with  Notes,  Analytical   Introduc- 
tion, and  Questions  for  Students,  by  Ven.    j 
Archdn.  Browne.  ] 

Politics  and  Economics.    Trans., 

with  Notes,  Analyses,  and  Index,  by  E. 
Walford,  M.A.,  and  an  Essay  and  Life  by 
Dr.  Gillies.  i 

-  Metaphysics.     Trans.,  with  Notes,    j 
Analysis,  and  Examination  Questions,  by 
Rev.  John  H.  M'Mahon,  M.A. 

History  of  Animals.  In  Ten  Books,    i 

Trans.,    with    Notes  and    Index,   by    R.    | 
Cresswell,  M.A. 

-  Organon ;  or,  Logical  Treatises,  and  | 
the  Introduction  of  Porphyry.  With  Notes,  j 
Analysis,  and  Introduction,  by  Rev.  O.  ] 
F.  Owen,  M.A.     2  vols.     3^.  6d.  each. 

Rhetoric  and  Poetics.  Trans. ,  with 

Hobbes'  Analysis,  Exam.  Questions,  and 
Notes,  by  T.  Buckley,  B.A.     Portrait. 

ATHEN^US.    The   Deipnosophists ; 

or,  the  Banquet  of  the  Learned.  By  C.  D. 
Yonge,  B.A.  With  an  Appendix  of  Poeti- 
cal Fragments.     3  vols. 

ATLAS  of  Classical  Geography.    22 

large  Coloured  Maps.  With  a  complete 
Index.     Imp.  8vo.     js.  6d, 

BION.— 6"^^  T/uocriius. 

CiESAR.      Commentaries    on    the 

Gallic  and  Civil  Wars,  with  the  Supple- 
mentary Books  attributed  to  Hirtius,  in- 
cluding the  complete  Alexandrian,  African, 
and  Spanish  Wars.  Trans,  with  Notes. 
Portrait. 

CATULLUS,  Tibullus,  and  the  Vigil 

of  Venus.  Trans,  with  Notes  and  Bio- 
graphical Introduction.  To  which  are 
added,  Metrical  Versions  by  Lamb, 
Grainger,  and  others.     Frontispiece. 

CICERO'S  Orations.    Trans,  by  C.  D. 

Yonge,  B.A.     4  vok. 

On  Oratory  and  Orators.    With 

Letters  to  Quintus  and  Brutus.  Trans., 
with  Notes,  by  Rev.  J.  S.  Watson,  M.A. 

On  the  Nattire  of  the  Gods,  Divi- 
nation, Fate,  Laws,  a  Republic,  Consul- 
ship. Trans.,  with  Notes,  by  C.  D.  Yonge, 
B.A. 

Academics,  De  Finibus,  and  Tuscu- 

lan  Questions.  By  C.  D.  Yonge,  B.A. 
With  Sketch  of  the  Greek  Philosophers 
mentioned  by  Cicero. 


CICERO'S  Ora^Aona.— Continued. 

OflSces :    or,     Moral     Duties.      Cato 

Major,  an  Essay  on  Old  Age  ;  Laelius,  an 
Essay  on  Friendship ;  Sciplo's  Dream ; 
Paradoxes ;  Letter  to  Quintus  on  Magis- 
trates. Trans.,  with  Notes,  by  C.  R.  Ed- 
monds.    Portrait.     t,s.  6d. 

DEMOSTHENES'    Orations.      Trans., 

with  Notes,  Arguments,  a  Chronological 
Abstract,  and  Appendices,  by  C.  Rann 
Kennedy.     5  vols. 

DICTIONARY  of  LATIN  and  GREEK 

Quotations  ;  including  Proverbs,  Maxims, 
Mottoes,  Law  Terms  and  Phrases.  With 
the  Quantities  marked,  and  English  Trans- 
lations. With  Index  Verborum  (622  pages). 

Index  Verborum  to  the  above,  with  the 

Quantities  and  Accents  marked  (56  pages), 
limp  cloth.     IS. 

DIOGENES   LAERTIUS.    Lives  and 

Opinions  of  the  Ancient  Philosophers. 
Trans.,  with  Notes,  by  C.  D.  Yonge,  B.A. 

EPICTETUS.      The    Discourses    of. 

With  the  Encheiridion  and  Fragments. 
With  Notes,  Life,  and  View  of  his  Philo- 
sophy,  by  George  Long,  M.A. 

EURIPIDES.  Trans.,  with  Notes  and  In- 
troduction, by  T.  A.  Buckley,  B.A.  Por- 
trait.    2  vols. 

GREEK  ANTHOLOGY.  In  English 
Prose  by  G.  Burges,  M.A.  With  Metrical 
Versions  by  Bland,  Merivale,  Lord  Den- 
man,  &c. 

GREEK  ROMANCES  of  Heliodorus, 

Longus,  and  Achilles  Tatius ;  viz..  The 
Adventures  of  Theagenes  and  Chariclea ; 
Amours  of  Daphnis  and  Chloe  ;  and  Loves 
of  Clitopho  and  Leucippe.  Trans.,  with 
Notes,  by  Rev.  R.  Smith,  M.A. 

HERODOTUS.  Literally  trans,  by  Rev. 
Henry  Carj",  M.A.     Portrait. 

HESIOD,     CALLIMACHUS,    and 

Theognis.  In  Prose,  with  Notes  and 
Biographical  Notices  by  Rev.  J.  Banks, 
M.A.  Together  with  the  Metrical  Ver- 
sions of  Hesiod,  by  Elton ;  Callimachus, 
by  Tytler  ;  and  Theognis,  by  Frere. 

HOMER'S  Iliad.  In  English  Prose,  with 
Notes  by  T.  A.  Buckley,  B.A.     Portrait. 

Odyssey,     Hymns,     Epigrams,     and 

Battle  of  the  Frogs  and  Mice.  In  English 
Pro.se,  with  Notes  and  Memoir  by  T.  A. 
Buckley,  B.A. 

HORACE.  In  Prose  by  Smart,  with  Notes 
selected  by  T.  A.  Buckley,  B.A.  Per- 
trait.     i,s.  6d. 

JULIAN    THE    EMPEROR.     By  the 

Rev.  C.  W.  King,  M.A. 


BONN'S  LIBRARIES. 


JUSTIN,   CORNELIUS  NEPOS,   and 

Eutropius.  Trans.,  with  Notes,  by  Rev. 
J.  S.  Watson,  M.A. 

JUVENAL,      PERSIUS,     SULPICIA, 

and  Lucilius.  In  Prose,  with  Notes, 
Clironological  Tables,  Arguments,  by  L. 
Evans,  M.A.  To  which  is  added  the  Me- 
trical Version  of  Juvenal  and  Persius  by 
Gifford.     Frontispiece. 

LIVY.  The  History  of  Rome.  Trans, 
by  Dr.  Spillan  and  others.  4  vols.  Por- 
trait. 

LUCAN'S  Pharsalia.  In  Prose,  with 
Notes  by  H.  T.  Riley. 

i^UCIAN'S  Dialogues  of  the  Gods, 

of  the  Sea  Gods,  and  of  the  Dead.  Trans. 
by  Howard  Williams,  M.A. 

LUCRETIUS.  In  Prose,  with  Notes  and 
Biographical  Introduction  by  Rev.  J.  S. 
Watson,  M.A.  To  which  is  added  the 
Metrical  Version  by  J.  M.  Good. 

MARTIAL'S  Epigrams,  complete.  In 
Prose,  with  Verse  Translations  selected 
from  English  Poets,  and  other  sources. 
Dble.  vol.  (670  pages).     7^.  (>d. 

MOSCHUS.— .S^g  TJieocrihis. 

OVID'S  Works,  complete.  In  Prose, 
with  Notes  and  Introduction.    3  vols. 

PAUSANIA.S'  Description  of  Greece. 

Translated  into  English,  with  Notes  and 
Index.  By  Arthur  Richard  Shilleto,  M.A., 
sometime  Scholar  of  Trinity  College,  Cam- 
bridge.    2  vols. 

PHALARIS.    Bentley's  Dissertations 

upon  the  Epistles  of  Phalaris,  Themisto- 
cles,  Socrates,  Euripides,  and  the  Fables 
of  iEsop.  With  Introduction  and  Notes 
by  Prof.  W.  Wagner,  Ph.D. 

PINDAR.  In  Prose,  with  Introduction 
and  Notes  by  Dawson  W.  Turner.  To- 
gether with  the  Metrical  Version  by  Abra- 
ham Mosre.     Portrait. 

PLATO'S  Works.  Trans.,  with  Intro- 
duction and  Notes.     6  vols. 

Dialogues.    A  Summary  and  Analysis 

of.     With   Analytical  Index  to  the  Greek 

text  of  modem  editions  and  to  the  above 

translations,  by  A.  Day,  LL.D. 
PLAUTUS'S  Comedies.     In  Prose,  with 

Notes  and   Index  by  H.  T.   Riley,  B.A. 

2  vols. 
PLINY'S    Natural    History.    Trans., 

with  Notes,  by  J.  Bostock,  M.D.,  F.R.S., 

and  H.  T.  Riley,  B.A.     6  vols. 
PLINY.     The   Letters   of  Pliny  the 

Younger.     Melmoth's  Translation,  revised, 

with  Notes  and  short  Life,  by  Rev.  F.  C. 

T.  Bosanquet,  M.A. 


PLUTARCH'S    Morals.      Theosophfcal 
Essays.    Trans,  by  C.  W.  King,  M.A. 


—  Ethical  Essays. 

Shilleto,  M.A. 

—  Lives.     See  page  7. 


Trans,    by  A.  R. 


PROFERTIUS,  The  Elegies  of.  With 
Notes,  Literally  translated  by  the  Rev.  P. 
J.  F.  Gantillon,  M.A.,  with  metrical  ver- 
sions of  Select  Elegies  by  Nott  and  Elton, 

QUINTILIAN'S  Institutes  of  Oratory. 

Trans.,  with  Notes  and  Biographical 
Notice,  by  Rev.  J.  S.  Watson,  M.A. 
2  vols. 

SALLUST,  FLORUS,  and  VELLEIUS 

Paterculus.  Trans.,  with  Notes  and  Bio- 
graphical Notices,  by  J.  S.  Watson,  M.A. 

SENECA  BE  BENEFICIIS.  Newly 
translated     by     Aubrey     Stewart,     M.A. 

SENECA'S  Minor  Essays.  Translated 
by  A.  Stewart,  M.A. 

SOPHOCLES.    The  Tragedies  of.    In 

Prose,  with  Notes,  Arguments,  and  Intro- 
duction.    Portrait. 

STRABO'S    Geography.      Trans.,  with 

i  Notes,  by  W.  Falconer,  M.A.,  and  H.  C. 
Hamilton.  Copious  Index,  giving  Ancient 
and  Modern  Names.     3  vols. 

SUETONIUS'   Lives   of  the    Twelve 

I  Caesars  and  Lives  of  the  Grammarians. 
I  The  Translation  of  Thomson,  revised,  with 
1        Notes,  by  T.  Forester. 

i  TACITUS.  The  Works  of.  Trans., 
i        with  Notes.     2  vols. 

\  TERENCE  and  PHJEDRUS.     In  Eng- 

I  lish  Prose,  with  Notes  and  Arguments,  by 

!  H.   T.    Riley,    B.A.     To   which  is  added 

I  Smart's    Metrical     Version    of   Phaedrus. 

j  With  Frontispiece. 

I    THEOCRITUS,     BION,     MOSCHUS, 

and  Tyrtaeus.     In  Prose,  with  Notes  and 
'        Arguments,  by  Rev.  J.  Banks,  M.A.     To 
which  are  appended  the  Metrical  Ver- 
sions of  Chapman.    Portrait  of  Theocritus. 

THUCYDIDES.    The  Peloponnesian 

War.  Trans.,  with  Notes,  by  Rev.  H. 
Dale.     Portrait.     2  vols.     35.  dd.  each. 

TYRTiEUS.— 6"^^  Theocritus. 

VIRGIL.  The  W^orks  of.  In  Prose, 
with  Notes  by  Davidson.  Revised,  with 
additional  Notes  and  Biographical  Notice, 
by  T.  A.  Buckley,  B.A.     Portrait.     3J.  td. 

XENOPHON'S  Works.  Trans.,  with 
Notes,  by  J.  S.  Watson,  M. A.,  and  others. 
Portrait.     In  3  vols. 


COLLEGIATE  SERIES  AND  SCIENTIFIC  LIBRARY, 
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COLLEGIATE     SERIES. 

10  Vc^s.  at  5 J.  each.     (2/.  los,  per  set.) 


DANTE.  The  Inferno.  Prose  Trans., 
with  the  Text  of  the  Original  on  the  same 
page,  and  Explanatory  Notes,  by  John 
A.  Carlyle,  M.D.     Portrait. 

The  PiU'gatorio.    Prose  Trans. ,  with 

the  Original  on  the  same  page,  and  Ex- 
planatory Notes,  by  W.  S.  Dugdale. 

NEW  TESTAMENT  (The)  in  Greek. 

Griesbach's  Text,  with  the  Readings  of 
Mill  and  Scholz  at  the  foot  of  the  page,  and 
Parallel  References  in  the  margin.  Also  a 
Critical  Introduction  and  Chronological 
Tables.  Two  Fac-similes  of  Greek  Manu- 
scripts.    650  pages.     3^.  td. 

or  bound  up  with  a  Greek  and  English 

Lexicon  to  the  New  Testament  (250  pages 
additional,  making  in  all  900^.     is. 

The  Lexicon    may  be  had  separately, 
price  ■zs. 

DOBREE'S  Adversaria.  (Notes  on  the 
Greek  and  Latin  Classics.)  Edited  by  the 
late  Prof.  Wagner.     2  vols. 


DONALDSON  (Dr.)    The  Theatre  of 

the  Greeks.  With  Supplementary  Treatise 
on  the  Language,  Metres,  and  Prosody  of 
the  Greek  Dramatists.  Numerous  Illus- 
trations and  3  Plans.  By  J.  W.  Donald- 
son, D.D. 

KEIGHTLEY'S  (Thomas)  Mythology 

of  Ancient  Greece  and  Italy.  Revised  by 
Leonhard  Schmitz,  Ph.D.,  LL.D.  12 
Plates. 

HERODOTUS,    Notes   on.     Original 

and  Selected  from  the  best  Commentators. 
By  D.  W.  Turner,  M.A.     Coloured  Map. 

— —  Analysis  and  Summary  of,  with 
a  Synchronistical  Table  of  Events — Tables 
of  Weights,  Measures,  Money,  and  Dis- 
tances—  an  Outline  of  the  History  and 
Geography — and  the  Dates  completed  from 
Gaisford,  Baehr,  &c.     By  J.  T.  Wheeler. 

THUCYDIDES.      An    Analysis    and 

Summary  of.  With  Chronological  Table 
of  Events,  &c.,  by  J.  T.  Wheeler. 


SCIENTIFIC    LIBRARY. 

51   Vols,  at  5^.  each^  excepting  those  marked  othenvise,     (13/.  9^-.  dd.  per  set.) 


AGASSIZ    and    GOULD.     Outline  of 

Comparative  Physiology  touching  the 
Structure  and  Development  of  the  Races 
of  Animals  living  and  extinct.  For  Schools 
and  Colleges.  Enlarged  by  Dr.  Wright. 
With  Index  and  300  Illustrative  Woodcuts. 

BOL LEY'S    Manual    of    Technical 

Analysis ;  a  Guide  for  the  Testing  and 
Valuation  of  the  various  Natural  and 
Artificial  Substances  employed  in  the  Arts 
and  Domestic  Economy,  founded  on  the 
work  of  Dr.  Bolley.  Edit,  by  Dr.  Paul. 
TOO  Woodcuts. 


BRIDGEWATER  TREATISES. 

— —  Bell  (Sir  Charles)  on  the  Hand ; 

its  Mechanism  and  Vital  Endowments,  as 
evincing  Design.  Preceded  by  an  Account 
of  the  Author's  Discoveries  in  the  Nervous 
System  by  A.  Shaw.    Numerous  Woodcuts. 

Kirby  on   the   History,  Habits, 

and  Instincts  of  Animals.  With  Notes  by 
T.  Rymer  Jones.     100  Woodcuts.     2  vols. 

"Whewell's    Astronomy    and 

General  Physics,  considered  with  reference 
to  Natural  Theology.  Portrait  of  the  Earl 
of  Bridgewater.     3^ .  6d. 


BRIDGEWATER    TREATISES.- 

C on  tinned. 

Chalmers  on  the  Adaptation  of 

External  Nature  to  the  Moral  and  Intel- 
lectual Constitution  of  Man.  With  Memoir 
by  Rev.  Dr.  Gumming.     Portrait. 

Front's  Treatise  on  Chemistry, 

Meteorology,  and  the  Function  of  Diges- 
tion, with  reference  to  Natural  Theology- 
Edit,  by  Dr.  J.  W.  Griffith.     2  Maps. 

Buckland's  Geology  and  Miner- 
alogy. With  Additions  by  Prof.  Owen, 
Prof.  Phillips,  and  R.  Brown.  Memoir  of 
Buckland.  Portrait.  2  vols.  15^.  Vol.  I. 
Text.  Vol.  II.  90  large  plates  with  letter- 
press. 

Roget's  Animal   and  Vegetable 

Physiology.  463  Woodcuts.  2  vols.  ts. 
each. 

Kidd  on  the  Adaptation  of  Ex- 
ternal Nature  to  the  Physical  Condition  of 
Man.     3^.  6d. 

CARPENTER'S  (Dr.  W.  B.)  Zoology. 
A  Systematic  View  of  the  Structure,  Ha- 
bits, Instincts,  and  Uses  of  the  principal 
Families  of  the  Animal  Kingdom,  and  of 
the  chief  Forms  of  Fossil  Remains.  Re- 
vised by  W.  S.  Dallas,  F.L.S.  Numerous 
Woedcuts.     2  vols.    6s.  each. 
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BOHN'S  LIBRARIES. 


CARPENTER'S  VTovT^B.— Continued. 
Mechanical  Philosophy,  Astro- 

nomy,  and  Horology.  A  Popular  Expo- 
sition. 18 1  Woodcuts. 
Vegetable  Physiology  and  Sys- 
tematic Botany.  A  complete  Introduction 
to  the  Knowledge  of  Plants.  Revised  by 
E.  Lankesler,  M.D.,  &c.  Numerous 
Woodcuts,     ts. 

Ammal  Physiologry.  Revised  Edi- 
tion.    300  Woodcuts.     6s. 

CHEVREUL  on  Colour.  Containing 
the  Principles  of  Harmony  and  Contrast 
of  Colours,  and  their  Application  to  the 
Arts  ;  including  Painting,  Decoration, 
Tapestries,  Carpets,  Mosaics,  Glazing, 
Staining,  Calico  Printing,  Letterpress 
Printing,  Map  Colouring,  Dress,  Land- 
scape and  Flower  Gardening,  &c.  Trans, 
by  C.  Martel.     Several  Plates. 

With  an  additional  series  of  16  Plates 

in  Colours,  "js.  6d. 

ENNEMOSER'S    History   of  Magic. 

Trans,  by  W.  Howitt.  With  an  Appendix 
of  the  most  remarkable  and  best  authenti- 
cated Stories  of  Apparitions,  Dreams, 
Second  Sight,  Table-Turning,  and  Spirit- 
Rapping,  &c.     2  vols. 

HIND'S  Introduction  to  Astronomy. 
With  Vocabulary  of  the  Terms  in  present. 
use.     Numerous  Woodcuts.     35.  6d. 

HOGrG'S  (Jabez)  Elements  of  Experi- 
mental and  Natural  Philosophy.  Being 
an  Easy  Introduction  to  the  Study  of 
Mechanics,  Pneumatics,  Hydrostatics, 
Hydraulics,  Acoustics,  Optics,  Caloric, 
Electricity,  Voltaism,  and  Magnetism. 
400  Woodcuts. 

HUMBOLDT'S  Cosmos;  or,  Sketch 
of  a  Physical  Description  of  the  Universe. 
Trans,  by  E.  C.  Otte,  B.  H.  Paul,  and 
W.  S.  Dallas,  F.L.S.  Portrait.  5  vols. 
35.  6d.  each,  excepting  vol.  v.,  ^s. 

Personal  Narrative  of  his  Travels 

in  America  during  the  years  1799-1804. 
Trans.,  with  Notes,  by  T.  Ross.     3  vols. 

-^  Views  of  Nature ;  or.  Contem- 
plations of  the  Sublime  Phenomena  of 
Creation,  with  Scientific  Illustrations. 
Trans,  by  E.  C.  Ottc. 

HUNT'S  (Robert)  Poetry  of  Science  ; 

or.  Studies  of  the  Physical  Phenomena  of 
Nature.  By  Robert  Hunt,  Professor  at 
the  School  of  Mines. 

JOYCE'S     Scientific     Dialogues.     A 

Familiar  Introduction  to  the  Arts  and 
Sciences.  For  Schools  and  Young  People. 
Numerous  Woodcuts. 

JOYCE'S  Introduction   to  the  Arts 

and  Sciences,  for  Schools  and  Young 
People.  Divided  into  Lessons  with  Ex- 
amination Questions.     Woodcuts.    3J.  6d. 


JUKES-BROWNE'S  Student's  Hand- 
book of  Physical  Geology.  By  A.  J. 
Jukes-Browne,  of  the  Geological  Survey  of 
England.  With  numerous  Diagrams  and 
Illustrations,  6s. 

The    Student's     Handbook    of 

Historical  Geology.  By  A.  J.  Jukes- 
Brown,  B.A.,  F.G.S.,  of  the  Geological 
Survey  of  England  and  Wales.  With 
numerous  Diagrams  and  Illustrations.    6s. 

The    Building    of    the    British 

Islands.  A  Study  In  Geographical  Evolu- 
tion. By  A  J.  Jukes-Browne,  F.G.S. 
7^.  6d. 

KNIGHT'S  (Charles)  Knowledge  Is 
Power.  A  Popular  Manual  of  Political 
Economy. 

LILLY.  Introduction  to  Astrology. 
With  a  Grammar  of  Astrology  and  Tables 
for  calculating  Nativities,  by  Zadkiel. 

MANTELL'S  (Dr.)  Geological  Ex- 
cursions through  the  Isle  of  Wight  and 
along  the  Dorset  Coast.  Numerous  Wood- 
cuts and  Geological  Map. 

Petrifactions  and  their  Teach- 
ings. Handbook  to  the  Organic  Remains 
in  the  British  Museum.  Numerous  Wood- 
cuts.    6s. 

Wonders    of    Geology ;    or,    a 

Familiar  Exposition  of  Geological  Pheno- 
mena. A  coloured  Geological  Map  of 
England,  Plates,  and  200  Woodcuts.  2 
vols.  TS.  6d.  each. 

SCHOU'W'S  Earth,  Plants,  and  Man. 
Popular  Pictures  of  Nature.  And  Ko- 
bell's  Sketches  from  the  Mineral  Kingdom. 
Trans,  by  A.  Henfrey,  F.R.S.  Coloured 
Map  of  the  Geography  of  Plants. 

SMITH'S  (Pye)  Geology  and  Scrip- 
ture ;  or,  the  Relation  between  the  Scriptures 
and  Geological  Science.     With  Memoir. 

STANLEY'S  Classified  Ssmopsis  of 
the  Principal  Painters  of  the  Dutch  and 
Flemish  Schools,  including  an  Account  of 
some  of  the  early  German  Masters.  By 
George  Stanley. 

STAUNTON'S  Chess  Works.  —  6-«r^ 
page  21. 

STOCKHARDT'S  Experimental 
Chemistry.  A  Handbook  for  the  Study 
of  the  Science  by  simple  Experiments. 
Edit,  by  C  W.  Heaton,  F.C.S.  Nu- 
merous Woodcuts. 

URE'S  (Dr.  A.)  Cotton  Manufacture 
of  Great  Britain,  systematically  investi- 
gated ;  with  an  Introductory  View  of  its 
Comparative  State  in  Foreign  Countries. 
Revbed  by  P.  L.  Simmonds.  150  Illus- 
trations.    2  vols. 

Philosophy    of   Manufactures, 

or  an  Exposition  of  the  Scientific,  Moral, 
and  Commercial  Economy  of  the  Factory 
System  of  Great  Britain.  Revised  by 
P.  L.  Simmonds.  Numerous  Figures. 
800  pages.     TS.  6d. 


REFERENCE  LIBRARY. 
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ECONOMICS   AND    FINANCE. 

GILBART'S  Hiatory»  PrincipleB.  and  Practice  of  Banking.    Revised  to  1881  by 
A.  S.  Michie,  of  the  Royal  Bank  of  Scotland.    Portrait  of  Gilbart.     2  vols.     10*.    N.  S. 


REFERENCE    LIBRARY. 

jO  Volumes  at  Various  Prices.     (9/.  <^s.per  set.) 


BLAIR'S     Chronological     Tables. 

Comprehending  the  Chronology  ajid  His- 
tory of  the  World,  from  the  Earliest  Times 
to  the  Russian  Treaty  of  Peace,  April  1856. 
By  J.  W.  Rosse.     800  pages.     \os. 

Index    of   Dates.      Comprehending 

the  principal  Facts  in  the  Chronology  and 
History  of  the  World,  from  the  Earliest  to    j 
the  Present,  alphabetically  arranged;  being    I 
a  complete  Index  to  the  foregoing.      By    | 
J.  W.  Rosse.     2  vols.  5^.  each.  ) 

BOEDf'S   Dictionary  of  Quotations    | 

from  the  English  Poets.    4th  and  cheaper    j 
Edition.     6j. 

BOND'S  Handy-book  of  Rules  and 

Tables  for  Verifying  Dales  with  the  Chris- 
tian Era.     4th  Edition. 

BUCHANAN'S  Dictionary  of  Science 

and  Technical  Terms  used  in  Philosophy, 
Literature,  Professions,  Commerce,  Arts, 
and  Trades.  By  W.  H.  Buchanan,  with 
Supplement.  Edited  by  Jas.  A.  Smith,  ts. 

CHRONICLES  OF  THE  TOMBS.     A 

Select  Collection  of  Epitaphs,  with  Essay 
on  Epitaphs  and  Observations  on  Sepul- 
chral Antiquities.  By  T.  J.  Pettigrew, 
F.R.S.,  F.S.A.     5J. 

CLARK'S    (Hugh)    Introduction    to 

Heraldry.  Revised  by  J.  R.  Planche.  55. 
950  Illustrations. 

With  th*  Illustrations  coloured,   155. 

COINS,  Manual  of.— J^^  Humphreys. 

COOPER'S  Biographical  Dictionaryt 

Containin*;  concise  notices  of  upw  ards  of 
15,000  eminent  persons  of  all  ages  and 
countries,     a  vols.     5*.  each. 

DATES,  Index  of.— See  Blair. 

DICTIONARY  of  Obsolete  and  Pro- 
vincial English.  Containing  Words  from 
Enghsh  Writers  previous  to  the  19th 
Century.  By  Thomas  Wright,  M.A.. 
F.S.A.,  &c.     2  vols.  5J.  each. 

EPIGRAMMATISTS  (The).  A  Selec- 
tion from  the  Epigrammatic  Literature  af 
Ancient,  Mediaeval,  and  Modem  Times. 
With  Introduction,  Notes,  Observations, 
Illustrations,  an  Appendix  on  Works  con- 
nected with  Epigrammatic  Literature, 
by  Rev.  H.  Dodd,  M.A.    ts. 


GAMES,  Handbook  of.  Comprising 
Treatises  on  above  40  Games  of  Cnance, 
Skill,  and  Manuai  Dexterity,  including 
Whist,  Billiards,  &c.  Edit,  by  Henry  G. 
Bohn.     Numerous  Diagrams.     5^. 

HENFREY'S  Guide  to  English 
Coins.  Revised  Edition,  by  C.  F.  Keary 
M.A.,  F.S.A.  With  an  Historical  Intro- 
duction,    ts. 

HUMPHREYS'  Coin  Collectors' 
Manual.  An  Historical  Account  of  the 
Progress  of  Coinage  from  the  Earliest 
Time,  by  H.  N.  Humphreys.  140  Illus- 
trations.    2  vols.  55.  each. 

LOTVNDES'  Bibliographer's  Manual 

of  English  Literature.  Containing  an  Ac- 
count of  Rare  and  Curious  Books  pub- 
lished in  or  relating  to  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  from  the  Invention  of  Printing, 
with  Biographical  Notices  and  Prices, 
by  W.  T.  Lowndes.  Parts  I.-X.  (A  to  Z), 
35.  td.  each.  Part  XL  (Appendix  Vol.), 
55.  Or  the  II  parts  in  4  vols.,  half 
morocco,  il.  is. 
MEDICINE,  Handbook  of  Domestic, 
Popularly  Arranged.  By  Dr.  H.  Davies. 
700  pages.     S.J. 

NOTED  NAMES  9F  FICTION. 
Dictionary  of.  Including  also  Familiar 
Pseudonyms,  Surnames  bestowed  on  Emi- 
nent Men,  &c.  By  W.A.Wheeler,  M.A.  55. 

POLITICAL      CYCLOPEDIA.       A 

Dictionary  of  Political,  Constitutional, 
Statistical,  and  Forensic  Knowledge  ; 
forming  a  Work  of  Reference  on  subjeos 
of  Civil  Administration,  Political  Economy, 
Finance,  Commerce,  Laws,  and  Social 
Relations.     4  vols.  3^.  6d.  each. 

PROVERBS,  Handbook  of.  Con- 
taining an  entire  Republication  of  Ray's 
Collection,  with  Additions  from  Foreign 
Languages  and  Sayings,  Sentences, 
Maxims,  and  Phrases.     51. 

A  Polyglot  of  Foreign.  Com- 
prising French,  Italian,  German,  Dutch, 
Spanish,  Portuguese,  and  Danish.  With 
English  Translations.     55. 

SYNONYMS   and    ANTONYMS;    or, 

Kindred  Words  and  their  Opposites,  Col- 
lected and  Contrasted  by  Ven.  0.  J. 
Smith,  M.A.     5J. 

WRIGHT  (T\i.)-Sec  Dictionary. 


BONN'S  LIBRARIES. 


NOVELISTS'    LIBRARY. 

13  Volumes  at  3^.  6^/.  each,  excepting  those  marked  othenvise.    (2/.  %s.  dd.per  set) 


BJoRNSON'S  Arne  and  the  Fisher 

Lassie.      J'ranslated  from  the  Norse  with 
an  Introduction  by  W.  H.  Low,  M.A. 

BURNEY'S  Evelina  ;  or,  a  Young 
Lady's  Entrance  into  the  World.  By  F. 
Burney  (Mme.  D'Arblay).  With  Intro- 
duction and  Notes  by  A.  R.  Ellis,  Author 
of  '  Sylvestra,'  &c. 

Cecilia.       With     Introduction    and 

Notes  by  A.  R.  Ellis.     2  vols. 

DE    STAEL.      Corinne   or    Italy. 

By    iMadanie    de    Stael.      Translated    by 
Emily  Baldwin  and  Paulina  Driver. 

EBERS'  Egyptian  Princess.  Trans, 
bj'  Emma  Buchheim. 


FIELDING'S   Joseph    Andrews  and 

his  Friend  Mr.  Abraham  Adams.  With 
Roscoe's  Biography.  Crtiikshank's  Illus- 
trations. 

Amelia.      Roscoe's  Edition,  revised. 

Cruikshank' s  Illustrations.     55. 

History  of  Tom  Jones,  a  Found- 
ling. Roscoe's  Edition.  Cruikshank' s 
Illustrations.     2  vols. 

GROSSrS  Marco  Visconti.  Tians. 
by  A.  F.  D. 

MANZONI.  The  Betrothed:  being 
a  Translation  of  '  I  Promessi  Sposi.' 
Numerous  Woodcuts,     i  vol.     ^s. 

STOWE  (Mrs.  H.  B.)     Uncle  Tom's 

Cabin  ;  or,  Life  among  the  Lowly.  8  fuH- 
page  Illustrations. 


ARTISTS'    LIBRARY. 

9  Vohimes  at  Various  Prices.     (2/.  85.  6d.  per  set.) 


BELL  (Sir  Charles).     The  Anatomy 

and  Philosophy  of  Expression,  as  Con- 
nected with  the  Fine  Arts.     5^. 

DEMMIN.      History    of   Arms   and 

Armour  from  the  Earliest  Period.  By 
Auguste  Demmin.  Trans,  by  C.  C. 
Black,  M.A.,  Assistant  Keeper,  S.  K. 
Museum.    1900  Illustrations.    75.  dd. 

FAIRHOLT'S  Costume  in  England. 

Third  Edition.  Enlarged  and  Revised  by 
the  Hon.  H.  A.  Dillon,  F.S.A.  With 
more  than  700  Engravings.  2  vols.  5^. 
each. 

Vol.  I.  History.     Vol.  II.  Glossary. 

FLAXMAN.    Lectures  on  Sculpture. 

U'lih  Three  Addresses  to  the  R.A.  by  Sir 
R.  We.-itmacolt,  R.A.,  and  Memoir  o 
Flaxman.  Portrait  and  53  Plates,   6s.  N.S. 


HE  A  TON'S    Concise    History    of 

Painting;.  New  Edition,  revised  by 
W.  Cosmo  Monkhouse.     5s-. 

LECTURES    ON    PAINTING    by    the 

Royal  Academicians,  Barry,  Opie,  Fuseli. 
With  Introductory'  Essay  and  Notes  by 
R.  Wornum.     Portrait  of  Fuseli. 

LEONARDO    DA   VINCI'S   Treatise 

on  Painting.  Trans,  by  J.  F.  Rigaud,  R.A. 
With  a  Life  and  an  Account  of  his  Works- 
by  J.  W.Brown.    Numerous  Plates.    5^. 

PLANCHE'S    History    of    British 

Costume,  from  the  Earliest  Time  to  the 
loth  Century,  By  J.  R,  Planche.  400 
Illustrations.     5*. 
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LIBRARY    OF    SPORTS    AND   GAMES. 

7    Vol  nines  af  5.V.  each.     (il.  15^.  per  set.) 


BOHN'S     Handbooks     of    Athletic 

Sports.     In  4  vols.  \In  the  press. 

Vol.  I.— Cricket,  by  Hon.  and  Rev.  E. 
Lyttelton  ;  Lawn  Tennis,  by  H.W.  Wilber- 
force  ;  Tennis  and  Rackets,  by  Julian 
Marshall;  Golf,  by  W.  T.  LinskiU  :  Cy- 
cling, by  H.  H.  Griffin. 

Vol.  II.— Rowing  and  Sculling,  by  W. 
B.  Woodgate  ;  Sailing,  by  E.  F.  Knigln  ; 
Swimming,  by  Martin  Cobbett. 

Vol.  III.— Athletics,  by  H.  H.  Griffin; 
Rugbj-  Football,  by  Harry  Vassall  :  Asso- 
ciation Football,  by  C.W.  Alcock  ;  Skating, 
by  Douglas  Adams ;  Lacrosse,  by  E.  T. 
Sachs ;  Hockey,  by  F.  S.  Cressweil. 

Vol.  IV,— Boxing,  by  R.  G.  Allanson- 
Winn  ;  Single  Stick  and  Sword  Exercise, 
by  R.  G.  Allanson-Winn  and  C.  Phillipps 
Wolley :  Gymnastics,  by  A.  F.  Jenkin  ; 
Wrestling,  by  Walter  Armstrong  ;  F'encing, 
by  H.  A.  Colmore  Dunn. 

BOHN'S  Handbooks  of  Games.    New 

I'.dition.     2  volumes. 

Vol.  I.  Tari.f  Games.  55-. 
Contents  : -Billiards,  with  Pool,  Pyra- 
mids,  and  Snooker,  by  Major-Gen.  A.  W. 
Drayson,  F.R.A.S.,  with  a  preface  by 
W.  J.  Peall— Bagatelle,  by  '  Berkeley  '- 
Chess,  by  R.  F.  Green— Draughts,  Back- 
gammon, Dominoes,  Solitaire,  Reversi, 
Go  Bang,  Rouge  et  noir,  Roulette,  E.O., 
Hazard,  Faro,  by  '  Berkeley.' 

Vol.  II.  Card  Games.    Un  the  press. 

Contents  :— Whist,  by  Dr.  William  Pole, 

F.R.S.,   Author  ef   'The   Philosophy  of 


Whist,  etc.'— Solo  Whist,  Piquet,  Ecartc, 
Euchre,  Pokei-,  Loo,  Vingt-et-un,  Napo- 
leon, Newmarket,  Rouge  et  Noir,  Pope 
Joan,  Speculation,  etc.  etc.,  by  '  Berkeley. 

CHESS  CONGRESS  of  1862.  A  col- 
lection of  the  games  played.  Edited  by 
J.  Lowenthal.     New  edition,  ^s. 

MORPHY'S  Games  of  Chess,  being 

the  Matches  and  best  Games  played  by  the 
American  Champion,  with  explanatory  and 
analytical  Notes  by  J.  Lowenthal.  With 
short  Memoir  and  Portrait  of  Morphy. 

STAUNTON'S  Chess-Player's  Hand- 
book. A  Popular  and  Scientific  Intro- 
duction to  the  Game,  with  numerous  Dia- 
grams and  Coloured  Frontispiece. 

Chess  Praxis.     A  Supplement  to  the 

Chess-player's  Handbook.  Containing  the 
most  important  modern  Improvements  in 
the  Openings  ;  Code  of  Chess  Laws  ;  and 
a  Selection  of  Morphy's  Games.  Annotated. 
636  pages.     Diagrams. 

Chess-Player's    Companion. 

Comprising  a  Treatise  on  Odds,  Collection 
of  Match  Games,  including  the  French 
Match  with  M.  St.  Amant,  and  a  Selection 
of  Original  Problems.  Diagrams  and  Co- 
loured Frontispiece. 

Chess     Tournament     of     1851. 

A  Collection  of  Games  played  at  this  cele- 
brated assemblage.  With  Introduction 
and  Notes.    Numerous  Diagrams. 


BOHN'S  CHEAP  SERIES. 

Price  \s.  each. 

A  Series  of  Complete  Stories  or  Essays,  uiostly  reprinted  from   Vols,  in 

Bohn^s  Libraries,  and  neatly  bound  in  stiff  paper  cover,  7tnth 

cut  edges,  suitable  for  Railiuay  Readitig. 


ASCHAM  (Roger).      Scholemaster. 

By  Professor  Mayor. 

CARPENTER  (Dr.  "W.  B.j.  Physi- 
ology of  Temperance  and  Total  Abstinence. 

EMERSON.     England   and  English 

Characteristics.  Lectures  on  the  Race, 
Ability,  Manners,  Truth,  Character, 
Wealth,  Religion.  &c.  &c. 

Nature  :  An  Essay.      To   which  are 

added  Orations,  Lecturee,  and  Addresses. 

Representative  Men :  Seven  Lec- 
tures on  Plato,  Sweden bokg,  Mon- 
taigne, Shakespeare,  Napoleon,  and 
Goethe. 

Twenty  Essays  on  Various  Sub- 
jects. 

The  Conduct  of  Life. 

FRANKLIN  (Benjamin).  Autobio- 
graphy.    Edited  by  J.  Sparks. 

HAWTHORNE  (Nathaniel).  Twice- 
told  Tales.    Two  Vols,  in  One. 

Snow  Image,  and  Other  Tales. 

Scarlet  Letter. 

House  with  the  Seven  Gables. 

Transformation  ;    or    the    Marble 

Fawn.     Two  Parts. 

HAZLITT  (W.).  Table-talk:  Essays 
on  Men  and  Manners.     Three  Parts. 

Plain  Speaker  :  Opinions  on  Books, 

Men,  and  Things.     Three  Parts. 

Lectures  on  the  English  Comic 

Writers. 

Lectures  on  the  English  Poets. 

Lectures  on  the  Characters  of 

Shakespeare's  Plays. 

Lectures  on   the  Literature  of 

the  Age  of  Elizabeth,  chiefly  Dramatic, 


IRVING    (Washington).      Lives    of 

Successors  of  Mohammed. 

Life  of  Goldsmith. 

Sketch-book. 

Tales  of  a  Traveller. 

Tour  on  the  Prairies. 

Conquests     of     Granada     and 

Spain.     Two  Parts. 

Life  and  Voyages  of  Columbus. 

Two  Parts. 

Companions  of  Columbus :  Their 

Voyages  and  Discoveries. 

Adventures  of  Captain  Bonne- 
ville in  the  Rocky  Mountains  and  the  Far 
West. 

Knickerbocker's  History  of  New 

York,  from  the  beginning  of  the  World  to 
the  End  of  the  Dutch  Dynasty. 

Tales  of  the  Alhambra. 

Conquest  of  Florida  under  Her- 
nando de  Soto. 

Abbotsford  &  Newstead  Abbey. 

Salmagundi  ;  or,  The  Whim-Whams 

and  Opinions  of  LAfxCELor  Langstaff, 
Esq. 

Bracebridge  Hall;  or.  The  Hu- 
mourists. 

Astoria  ;  or,  Anecdotes  of  an  Enter- 
prise beyond  the  Rocky  Mountains. 

Wolfert's  Roost,  and  other  Tales. 


LAMB   (Charles) 

With  a  Portrait. 


Essays    of  Elia. 


Last  Essays  of  Elia. 

Eliana.     With  Biographical  Sketch. 


MARRYAT  (Captain).     Pirate  and 

t        the   Three   Cutters.     With  a  Memoir   of 
I        the  Author. 


(  23  ) 

The  only  authorised  Edition;  no  others  published  in  England  contain 

the  Derivations  and  Etymological  Notes  of  Dr.  Mah?i^  who 

devoted  several  years  to  this  portion  of  the  Work. 

WEBSTER'S     DICTIONARY 

OF    THE    ENGLISH    LANGUAGE. 

Thoroughly  revised  and  improved  by  Chauncey  A.  Goodrich,  D.D.,  LL.D., 
and  Noah  Porter,  D.D.,  of  Yale  College. 


THE    GUINEA    DICTIONARY. 

New  Edition  [iS8o],  with  a  Supplement  of  upwards  of  4600  New  Words  and 

Meanings. 
1628  Pages.     3000  Illustrations. 

The  features  of  this  volume,  which  render  it  perhaps  the  most  useful 
Dictionary  for  general  reference  extant,  as  it  is  undoubtedly  one  of  the  cheapest 
books  ever  published,  are  as  follows  : — 

1.  Completeness. — It  contains  114,000  words. 

2.  Accuracy  of  Definition. 

3.  Scientific  and  Technical  Terms. 

4.  Etymology. 

5.  The  Orthography  is  based,  as  far  as  possible,  on  Fixed  Principles. 

6.  Pronunciation. 

7.  The  Illustrative  Citations. 

8.  The  Synonyms. 

9.  The  Illustrations,  which  exceed  3000. 

Cloth,  21J. ;  half-bound  in  calf,  30J.  ;  calf  or  half  russia,  31J.  6</. ;  russia,  2/. 


With  Neaj  Biographical  Appendix^  containing  over  9700  Names. 

THE   complete    DICTIONARY 

Contains,  in  addition  to  the  above  matter,  several  valuable  Literary  Appendices, 

and  70  extra  pages  of  Illustrations,  grouped  and  classified. 

I  vol.  1919  pages,  cloth,  3IJ.  (>d. 

'  Certainly  the  best  practical  English  Dictionary  exiaxA.'— Quarterly  Review,  1873. 

Prospectuses,  -with  Specimen  Pages,  sent  post  fra  on  application. 


To  be  obtained  through  all  Booksellers, 


Bohn's  Select  Library  of  Standard  Works. 

Price  IS.  in  paper  covers,  and  is.  6d.  in  cloth. 

1.  Bacon's  Essays.     With  Introduction  and  Notes. 

2.  Lessing's  Laokoon.     Beasley's  Translation,  revised,  with  Intro- 

duction, Notes,  &c.,  by  Edward  Bell,  M.A. 

3.  Dante's  Inferno.     Translated,  with  Notes,  by  Rev.  H.  F.  Gary. 

4.  Goethe's   Faust.     Part  I.     Translated,   with    Introduction,   by 

Anna  Swanwick. 

5.  Goethe's   Boyhood.     Being    Part    I.    of   the    Autobiography. 

Translated  by  J.  Oxenford. 

6.  Schiller's  Mary  Stuart  and  The  Maid  of  Orleans.   Trans- 

lated by  J.  Mellish  and  Anna  Swanwick. 

7.  The  Queen's  English.    By  the  late  Dean  Alford.        / 

8.  Life  and  Labours  of  the  late  Thomas  Brassey.  '  By  Sir 

A.  Helps,  K.C.B. 

9.  Plato's  Dialogue's:  The  Apology— Crito—Phaedo— Protagoras. 

With  Introductions. 

10.  MOLIERE'S  Plays  :  The  Miser— Tartuffe — The  Shopkeeper  turned 

Gentleman.     With  brief  Memoir. 

11.  Goethe's  Reineke  Fox,  in  English  Hexameters.     By  A.  Rogers. 

12.  Oliver  Goldsmith's  Plays. 

13.  Lessing's  Plays  :  Nathan  the  Wise — Minna  von  Barnhelm. 

14.  Plautus's  Comedies:  Trinummus  —  Menaechmi  — Aulularia  — 

Captivi. 

15.  Waterloo  Days.     By  C.  A.  Eaton.    With  Preface  and  Notes  by 

Edward  Bell. 

16.  Demosthenes— On    the    Crown.     Translated    by    C.    Rann 

Kennedy. 

17.  The  Vicar  of  Wakefield. 

18.  Oliver  Cromwell.    By  Dr.  Reinhold  Pauli. 

19.  The  Perfect  Life.     By  Dr.  Channing.     Edited  by  his  nephew, 

Rev.  W.  H.  Channing. 

20.  Ladies  in  Parliament,  Horace  at  Athens   and  other  pieces, 

by  Sir  George  Otto  Trevelyan,  Bart. 

21.  Defoe's  The  Plague  in  London. 

22.  Irving's  Life  of  Mahomet. 

23.  Horace's  Odes,  by  various  hands.  [0///  of  print, 

24.  Burke's   Essay  on  '  The   Sublime  and   Beautiful.'     With 

Short  Memoir. 

25.  Hauff's  Caravan. 

26.  Sheridan's  Plays. 

27.  Dante's  Purgatorio.     Translated  by  Cary. 

28.  Harvey's  Treatise  on  the  Circulation  of  the  Bi.ood. 
20.  Cicero's  Friendship  and  Old  Age. 

Otiiers  in  prcparatio?!. 


LONDON:  GEORGE  BELL  AND  SONS. 


London :  Printed  by  Stranghways  &  Sons,  Tower  Street,  Cambridge  Circus,  W.C. 
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